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ARTICLE L 

Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of Ne v York. Proceedings of the Thirteenth 

Annual Meeting. 

The thirteenth annual meetinf^ of the Society was held in the City Hall, 
at Albany, May 10th and 11th, 1864. 

The meeting was called to order at a few minutes past ten o'clock, a. m., 
by the President, Dr. Hknry D. Paine. 

^ The President opened the sessions of the. Society by delivering the fol- 
lowing introductory address: * 

Gentlemen of the Stale Homceopathic Medical Society: It is nearly forty 
years since Gram first announced, in the city of New York, the new doctrine 
of Homoeopath}'. This school of medicine rapidly gained adherents 
throughout the land, and now numbers its practitioners by thousands, and 
its lay supporters by millions. At the present day, it has its periodicals, 
numerous and constantly accumulating publications, besides colleges and 
local. State and national societies. 

Some may urge that if the system is all that its advocates claim, it 
should before this have gained universal acceptance, have quite overcome 
the prejudices of its opponents, and taken possession of all posts of honor, 
influence and emolument. 

Forty years is a long time for some purposes, indeed. Wonderful 
changes have been wrought during the last age. The bare suggestion 
brings to the mind a multitude of important events that have taken place 
within the memory of the youngest of us — railroads, telegraphs, daguer- 
reotypes, the growth of the country, and, alas! its fratricidal war. 

It is true that for several years after the advent of Gram, almost no 
impression was made upon the mind of the medical or lay public. Gray, 
WilsciU, Hull and Channing were the only other physicians during these 
years, in the city of New York, who openly adopted the dogma upon which 
our system is based, and even they were too many for the popular demand. 
The early converts to the system not only lost caste among their brethren, 
and were denied the courtesies that are customary among the faculty, but 
for a time also lost a large share of their patronage. So far from any . 
encouragement to seekers after a better way, there was only the prospect 
of professional dishonor, and the loss of practice for any ph^-^sician who 
had*the temerity to avow himself a Homoeopathist. 

[Assem. No. 161.1 1 
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Besides, there were few opportunities for learning the resources and 
claims of the new method. At that time, the only worka expository of the 
system were in the German language, then much Kbh studied even than 
noW) and it was not until 1832 or 1833 that a translation of the Materia 
Medica Pura of Ilahnnemann into the French language, made that funda- 
mental treatise accessible to a large class of readers; and it was yet two 
or three years later, before that and other necessary works were rendered 
into £nglish. 

Account should also be taken of the fact that the medical colleges, hos- 
pitals, institutions and societies, were, as they still are to a great extent, 
almost unanimously opposed from the first to any recognition of the new 
school, and steadily and persistently set themselves at work — first to put 
out its light by the wet blanket of ridicule, and then to crush it by the 
iron heel of persecution. Every place of honor, trust or influence in the 
hands of the profession was used against it, and every agency of the press, 
of the law and of the legislature, was successfully brought to b«»ar upon 
it, as each succeeding year showed a steady though slow growth, notwith- 
standing the confident predictions of its speedy and utter downfall. 

Bear in mind, also, that the known resources .of our new art were com- 
paratively few. The principle which was to guide us in learning the use 
of every drug and medicinal agent in the cure of the sick, was indeed 
recognized, and a number of remedies had been most carefully proved, and 
their proper place in the materia medica assigned to them. With these 
many brilliant cures were daily effected, but the number of cases met by 
them was small, and there is still a great work to be accomplished before 
the full benefit of the system can be exhibited. 

To those of us who remember the difficulties under which the first stones 
of this edifice were laid in this country and State, it seems wonderful that 
so much should have been accomplished, and the pioneers who, in spite of 
the contempt, the obloquy and the persecution of their fellows, and suffer- 
ing also pecuniary sacrifices, still pereevered in proclaiming their accept- 
ance of this new truth, seemed end(»wed with a moral courage and heroism 
that places them among the nobility of the profession. 

Although societies and associations of Homoeopathic physicians, for 
mutual conference and improvement, were formed at an early day, yet 
there was never, as far as I know the sentiment of the fraternity, any 
intention of cutting ourselves loose from the profession, setting up separate 
and rival organizations. The demand we have made for a special legal 
recognition, as in the organization of our county societies, our colleges, 
and this State institution, endowed with the same rights and privileges 
granted to other similar bodies, has been in a measure forced upon us by 
the refusal of our former brethren to fraternize witii any who dared to add 
to the knowledge they already possessed, a practical acquaintance with 
Homoeopathy. 

To preserve our self-respect, and in fact to maintain the status in the 
profession which is ours by virtue of the diplomas we held from the regular 
Allopathic Colleges, but which no longer shielded us from the ban of 
repudiation, we have been forced to invest our societies with the same 
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powers as others, and to establish schools for the purpose of teaching the 
troths of HoincBopathy. , 

Kecognizing the dignity and antiquity of the profession, and the humane 
objects which it has constantly in view, it was no wish of ours to create a 
schism in the body. We would have been content 'to retain our member- 
ship in the ordinary legal organizations, and quietly pursue our calling — 
content to abide the verdict of time and experience in establishing the 
claims of our art as a great advancement upon previous or existing modes 
of cure. For many years, and until we had colleges of our own, all the 
reputable practitioners of Homoeopathy were graduates or licentiates of 
the regular and legalized colleges or societies; many of whom were 
honored and successful members of the profession before they (fdopted the 
new system. But the discourtesy with which we were too often treated, 
and the hostile attitude assumed in respect to the system, has compelled us 
to form associations for ourselves, for our mutual improvement and protec- 
tion, and for the discussion and consideration of numerous questions of 
practice and theory relating to our great reform, which still require for 
their settlement the co-operation of many minds. 

This is the position of our State sbciety, and we are again assembled to 
promote, according to our ability, the improvement of our art. 

Clothed with ample power by the laws of the State, it is left for us to 
use these advantages with judgment, zeal, and conscientiousness. 

Two members of tho executive committee being absent, Drs. M. M. 
Gardner and L. B. Waldo were requested by the President to act as a 
committee on credentials. 

The committee soon reported the names of the following gentlemen ptesent 
as permanent members, delegates, or representatives of county medical 
societies: 

Permanent Members, 

Dr. Ilenry D. Paine Albany. 

Jacob Beakley New York. 

B. F. Cornell Moreau Station. 

E. A. Hunger Waterville. 

Lyman Clary Syracuse. 

C. W. Boyce Auburn. 



Albany County Dr. E. D. Jones, Albany. 

I). Springsteed, do 
J. W. Cox, do 

W. H. Randel, do 

Cayuga County H. B. Fellows, Sennett. 

A. J. Brewster, Cato. 

Chautauqua County Asa S. Couch, Predonia. 

Chenango County E. W. Rogers, Wayne. 

Homoeopathic Med. Soc. ) G. H. Billings, North White Creek. 

of Northern New York. ) J. P. Mason, Greenwich. 

Kings County Samuel S. Guy, Brooklyn. 

William Wright, do 
B. Fiocke, do 
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Oneida County M. M. Gardner, Holland Patent. 

W. H. Watson, Utica. 

J. 0. Raymond, do 

L. B. Wells, do 
Onondaga County A. R. Morgan, Syracuse. 

J. G. Bijj^elow, do 

W. R. Browne, Homer. 

Ontario County 0. E. Noble, Penu Yan. 

Rensselaer County W. S. Searle, Troy. 

R. D. Bloss, do 

C. H. Carpenter, do 

Saratoga County S. J. Pearsall, Saratoga Springs. 

Wayne County E. R. Heath, Palmyra. 

The following gentlemen were present, and on motion of Dr. L. Clary, 
were invited to participate in the deliberations of the meeting: 

Dr. L. B. Waldo Adams, Jefferson County. 

T. C. White Rochester, Monroe County. 

0. F Searle • Utica, Oneida County. 

H. M. Paine Clinton, Oneida County. 

W. S. Baker Cohoes, Albany County. 

Joseph White Amsterdam, Montgomery County. 

Thirteen societies were represented. 

Six permanent members were present. 

Twenty-five delegates were present. 

Wliole number present, thirty-seven. 

The society is essentially a representative body. It is composed of dele- 
gates from the several county societies in the State. There are at the 
present time, about twenty such associations, entitled to a representation 
of seventy members, each count}' society being entitled to as many dele- 
gates as there are Meml)er8 of Assembly from their respective counties. 
The State Society is further permitted by statute to increase its numbers 
by adding sixteen permanent members annually. 

The proceedings of the last annual and semi-annual meetings were read, ' 

and on motion of Dr. W. H. Watson, adopted. 

On motion, Dr. H. B. Fellows, of Sennett, was appointed Assistant 
Secretary. 

The following gentlemen, having been nominated at the last annual 
meeting, were duly elected honorary members of the Society: 

Constantine Hering, M. D., of Philadelphia, Pa. I 

1. T. Talbott, M. D., of Boston, Mass. I 

E. C. Witherill, M. D., of Cincinnati, Ohio. I 

Also, the following persons, nominated at the annual meeting held in 
May, 1863, were elected permanent members of the society: j 

Dr. Daniel D. Smith New York 1864. 

Samuel B. Barlow do do 

AVilliam Wright Brooklyn do 

Henry Minton do do 

Lester M. Pratt Albany do 

E.D.Jones do do 

David H. Bullard Glens Falls do 

Lucien B. Wells Utica do 
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Horace M. Paine Clinton 1864 

T. S. Bloodgett Cooperstown. ... do 

G. Z. Noble Dundee do 

Asa S. Couch.. Fredonia do 

D. F. Bishop Lockport do 

The President appointed Drs. L. Clary, S. S. Guy, and W. H. Watson, a 
committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year; also Drs. C. W. Boyce, 
E. D. Jones, and Wm. Wright, a committee to nominate honorary and 
permanent members. 

The Treasurer, Dr. L. B. Wells, presented the following report of receipts 
and expenditures during the past year: , 

Report of the Treasurer. 

The following statement of receipts and expenditures since the date of 
the last report, offered at the semi-annual meeting held in Brooklyn, Oct. 
13th and 14th, 1863, is hereby presented : 

At that meeting, by a generous contribution of the members present, the 
indebtedness of the society was cancelled, and a balance left in the hands 
of the Treasurer of two dollars and ninety-five cents. 

Receipts, 

Contributions of one dollar at the meeting in Brooklyn ., 820 00 

Contributions from county Homoeopathic Medical Societies..^. . 36 00 

Individual contributions of one dollar each 7 00 

Individual contributions of less sums than one dollar , 32 70 

Amount of postage on copies of Transactions for 1863, returned. . 9 32 

A mount to balance, present debt 3 57 



$108 59 



Expenditures. 

Paid past indebtedness ^ ^ $17 05 

do postage 33 40 

do stationery 10 10 

do printing and binding ,....., 30 67 

do freight and express charges , 17 37 



$108 59 



On motion of Dr. Couch, the report of the Treasurer was accepted and 
referred to an auditing committee, consisting of Drs. A. S. Couch and W. 
S. Searle. 

The committee, after having examined the Treasurer's report and ac- 
companying vouchers, reported that they found the same correct. 

On motion of Dr. Wm. Wright, the report of the Treasurer was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. L. Clary, the statement of the Treasurer, requesting an 
increase of the funds of the Society, was proposed for consideration. !j 

The following resolutions, offered by Drs. C. W. Boyce, L. Clary, and 
S. S. Guy, were adopted: 

Resolved, That the resolution, adopted at^the last semi-annual meeting of 
the Society, recommending the county medical societies to contribute half 
a dollar for each member of their associations respectively, be renewed. 
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Resolved, That a tax of one dollar, includinj^ the sum above mentioned, 
be assessed upon each member, delegate and permanent, of this Society. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to solicit voluntary contribu- 
tions of half a dollar from every IIomoeopHthic physician in the State, re- 
siding* in countiea where societies are not organized, and for every such 
contribution accompanied by fifteen cents to prepay postaefe, the Record- 
ing Secretary is hereby required to furnish one copy of the Transactions of 
this Society for the year 1864. 

Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to furnish the Treasurers of 
the several county societies with a copy of the above resolutions, and 
request them to transmit the amount of their indebtedness to the Treasurer 
of the State Society as soon as may be practicable. 

In compliance with a resolution offered at the last annual meeting, by 
Dr. P. P. Wells, respecting the qualifications of delegate and permanent 
members, the Secretary presented a report, accompanied by the following 
resolution: 

Reeved, That the clause in the by-laws referring to the election of per- 
manent members, be changed so as to read as follows: 

The Society may annually elect sixteen permanent members, provided 
that no person be elected a permanent member unless he has been nomina- 
ted at a previous annual meeting, and has expressed, in writing, his belief 
lu the Homoeopathic maxim, '* similia similibus curantuTf*' and is a graduate 
or licentiate in medicine. 

On motion of Dr. E. A. Munger, the report was accepted, and the resolu- 
tion laid on the table. 

A biographical memoir of the late Dr. Richard Bloss, by B. F. Cornell, 
M- D., of Moreau Station, was presented by Dr. Wm. II. Searle of Troy. 

Dr. S. S. Guy presented the following preamble and resolution, which, on 
motion^ were adopted: 

WhereaSf Since our last meeting it has pleased the Almighty to reclaim 
And remove from his sphere of earthly usefulness, one of the great master- 
minds of our science and art. Dr. C. Von Bosnuiiighausen, of Munster, Ger- 
many, who was one of those noble links connecting the times of the 
illustrious Hahnemann with the present, and in whom we have lost a true 
and faithful champion of Homoeopathy, be it therefore 

Retiolvpd, that the members of t!ie Homceopathic Medical Society of the 
State of New York, hereby declare their profound sorrow at the loss of our 
most highly esteemed Dr. Clemens Maria Von Boenninghausen, and express 
their admiration for his transcendant genius, whose lustre will brighten 
and continue to irradiate the pathway of medical science as long as time 
shall last. 

The nominating committee presented their report, which, on motion of 
Dr. A. S. Couch, was accepted, and thw committee discharged. 

The Society adjourned to three o^clock, p. m. 

Afternoon Session. 

Meeting called to order at 3:20 p. m. 

The Society proceeded to the election of officers. The balloting resulted 
in the election of all the oflficers reported by the committee on nominations, 
as follows : 

E. A. MUNGER, M. D., of Waterville, President. 

Samuel S. Guy, M. D., of Brooklyn, First Vice President. 
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A. R. Morgan, M. D., of Syracuse, Second Vice President. 
Asa S. Colxh, M. D., of Fredonia, Third Vice President. 
H. Bartox Fellows, M. D., of Sennctt, Corresponding" Secretary. 
rioR^CK M. Paine, M. D., of Clinton, Recording Secretary. 
LcciKN B. Wells, M. D.^ of Utica, Treasurer. 

I Censors. 

Dr. S. J. Pcarsall Saratoga, Northern District. 

W. S. Searle Troy, do 

J. W. Cox Albany, do 

B. F. Joslin New York, Southern District. 

Henry M. Smith do do 

Bennard Fin eke Brooklyn, do 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent, Middle District. 

W. H. Hoyt Syracuse, do 

E A. Potter Oswego, do 

D. F. Bishop Lockport, Western District. 

A. R. Wright Buffitlo, do 

C. Ormes , . . . .Jamestown, do 

Committee on Publication, 

Dr. Horace M. Paine Clinton. 

Henry 1). Paiue Albany. 

E. D. Jones do 

Dr, II. D. Paine, after appointing a committee to conduct the newly 
elected presiding ofiScer to the chair, delivered a brief but very appropriate 
retiring address. 

The President, Dr. E. A. Hunger, on taking the chair, stated sub- 
stantially : 

That he would not detain the meeting by extended remarks. He 
thanked the members for the unexpected compliment in selecting him to 
preside over the deliberations of the Society. He assured them of his ap- 
preciation of the honor conferred upon him, and stated that errors, if any 
should occur, would be those of the liead and not of the heart. The objects 
of the Association were dear to all, especially so to those who reside at a 
distance, and who are often called upon to make great sacrifices in attend- 
ing the meetings. He expressed a deep interest in the prosperity and use- 
fulness of the Society, being one of the oldest, if not the oldest member 
present. 

The committee appointed to nominate honorary and permanent members 
presented the names of the following gentlemen : 

Nominated for Honorary Membership. 
William Tod Helmuth, M. D., St. Louis, Mo. 
G. D. Beebe, M. D., Chicago, III. 
Edwin M. Hale, M. D., Chicago, 111. 
A. Howard Okie, M. D., Providence, R. I. 

John C. Sanders, M. D., Cleveland, Ohio. ^ ; 

David Wilson, M. D., Loudon, England. 

Nomi latedfor Permanent Membership. 

Dr. Henry M. Smith New York. 

Egbert Guernsey do 
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Dr. Samuel S. Guy Brooklyn. 

E. T. Richardson do 

William S. Searle Troy. 

Richard D. BIosh do 

H. A. Houghton KeeBeville. 

G. n. Billings North White Creek. 

J. G. Bigelow Syracuse. 

Wm. A. Hawley do 

Solomim C. Warren Otego. 

P. W. Gray Elmira. 

William Gulic Weston. 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett. 

A. H. Beers Buffalo. 

R. R. Gregg do 

Dr. Wm. A. Ilawley, chairman of the committee on materia medica for 
the fifth district, presented a report, which was accepted. 

The following committees* on materia medica were then appointed: 

Dr. B. F. Joslin New York First District. 

B. Fincke Brooklyn , • . Second District. 

Wm. S. Searle Troy Third District. 

B. F. Cornell Moreau Station Fourth District. 

Wm. A. Hawley. . . . Syracuse Fifth District. 

Wm. R. Browne. . . • Homer Sixth District. 

H. Barton Fellows. . Sennett Seventh District. 

A. S. Couch Fredonia Eighth District. 

The following committees on epidemics were appointed. 

Dr. Carroll Dunham ... New York First District. 

William Wright . . . Brooklyn Second District. 

Henry D. Faine • . . • Albany Third District. 

S. J. Pearsall Saratoga Fourth District. 

E. J. Morgan Syracuse Fifth District. 

J. Ralsey White . . . Butternuts Sixth District. 

E. R. Heath Palmyra Seventh District. 

L. M. Kenyon Buffalo » . . . Eighth District. 

The following committees on voluntary communications, with subjects 
designated, were continued: 

Professor F. W. Hunt, Pathology and Trealment of Cerebro-spinal Men- 
iyigilia. 

Dr. B. F. Joslin, Homoeopathic Treatment of Insanity, 

Dr. B. F. Bowers, Report of Ilomosopaihic Treatment in the Half Orphan 
Asylum, 

Dr. S. S. Guy, AncBsthetics in Obstetrical Practice, 

Dr. H M. Paine, having given previous notice at the last annual meet- 
ing, presented the following preamble and resolution: 

Whereon, the increasing prosperity and growth of this Society has ren- 
dered the labor of the Secretary somewhat arduous, and necessarily absorbs 
a greater amount of time than ought to be required of one person; there- 
fore, I 

Beaolved, That a Recording and Corresponding Secretary, also committees | 

of correspondence, one for each judicial district, be appointed. 

In Ci-mpliance with the above request, the following resolution was 
offered by Dr. L. Clary, and unanimously adopted: 
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Besolved, That the word " Recording" be inserted before the word " Sec- 
retary," in the second line of the third article of the Constitution of the 
Society, and that the words "Corresponding Secretary'' be inserted after 
the word " Secretary,'' in said second line, so as to read: 

The officers of this Society shall be a President, three Vice-Presidents, 
Recording Secretary, Corresponding Secretary and Treasurer. 

Dr. Carroll Dunham having given previous notice of a resolution to 
change the time of holding the annual meeting, Dr. A. S. Couch offered the 
following, which was adopted, by a vote of fifteen to six: 

Eeaolved, That the sixth article of the Constitution of this Society be 
amended so as to read as follows: 

The annual meeting of this Society shall be held in the city of Albany, 
commencing on the second Tuesday of February in each year. 

Professor D. D. Smith, chairman of a pharmaceutical committee, to report 
a plan for securing a uniform and accurate standard of Honioeopathic medi- 
cal preparations, being absent, the same committee was, on motion, con- 
tinued, with the request that th6y report at the next annual meeting. 

Tiie committee consists of the following gentlemen: Professors D. D. 
Smith and F. W. Hunt, Drs. L. Uallock, S. B. Barlow and H. M. Smith. 

The Recording Secretary presented the following communications, which 
were accepted and referred to the committee on publication: 

Historical Sketch of the Rue and Frogrens of Homoeopathy in Schuyler 
County, liy Edwin W. Lewis, M. D., of Watkins. 

Cane of Paralysis^ caused by suppression of Measles, by Solomon C. War- 
ren, M. D., of Otego. 

Uniformity cf Drug Proving, by H. M. Paine, M. D., of Clinton. 

Dr. H. AI. Paine, of Clinton, presented a paper entitled, Meteorological 
Observations, in connection with a tabular statement of Prevailing Diseases. 

Dr. A. K. Morgan, of Syracuse, presented and read a paper entitled, A 
Communication on Scabies, from the manuscript of \m unpublished work on 
Skin Diseases. 

Dr. B. Fincke, of Brooklyn, presented and read a communication entitled. 
Anew Proving of Lachesis. 

Also another entitled. Geometrical llluMralions of the Homcepathic Reme- 
dial Process, Probative and Curative. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine extended an invitation to the jnembers of the Society, 
and gentlemen present, to meet at his residence, immediately after the 
conclusion of the address in the evening, for a social reunion. 

The Society adjourned to meet at 8 p. m,, to hear the usual Annual 
Address. , 

Evening Session. 

The President, Dr. E. A. Munger, in the chair. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine, having been introduced by the President, proceeded 
to deliver the customary address, which consisted mainly of a defense of 
Homoeopathy against the continued and wilful misrepresentations of its 
enemies. 

The speaker began by a reference to the sad and discouraging fact, ad- 
mitted by the most candid Allopathic writers, that the practice of medicine 
has ever been the least progressive and most uncertain of all arts. Not- 
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withstand ing the opportunities of daily observation, continued through so 
many centuries, the experience of the profession has been comparatively 
fruitless of permanent results. The phenomena of health and disease, and 
the effects of drugs upon the human system, are as much matt(»ra of obser- 
vation as any other operations of nature ; and it would seem reasonable 
that the recorded experience of two thousand years should have deter- 
mined some facts, and settled some principles of general value in the treat- 
ment of the sick. This moderate expectation has not, however, been ful- 
filled in any satisfactory degree, at least so far as the hitherto prevailing 
systems are concerned, for it appears by numerous quotations from the 
most reputable medical authors that there is scarcely a point either of fact 
or theory relating to the nature of disease or its proper treatment, respect- 
ing which there is not, even in modern times, a great variety of opinions. 

While the collateral branches of Anatomy, Physiology, Chemistry, and 
(to some extent) Pathology, have made a great advance during the last 
fifty or sixty years, the most important science of all — the science of 
Therapeutics, or the Doctrine of Cure — still remains to a great extent, 
shrouded with the mists of hypothesis and error. 

The cause of the slow progress of practical medicine — the most important 
of all arts that relate to this life — was shown to be the want of a proper 
syhteni of observation, and the absence, heretofore, of a close and scruti- 
nizing induction. And this, like the former position, was amply fortified 
by extracts from various medical authorities. 

Homojopathy, alone, of all medical systems, can justly claim to be 
founded up(m pure observation, and a legitimate and systematized ex- 
perience. The speaker, however, did not attempt to trace the history or 
explain the principles of this doctrine, as that had been already satisfac- 
torily done by others on several previous occasions ; but occupied the 
remainder of the time with a defence of Ilimioeopathy against recent 
assaults upon it, and especially to a review of Dr. Hun*s address before 
the (Allopathic) State Medical Society on a late occasion. 

It clearly exposed the false, weak and self-contradictory style of his 
reasoning, without resorting to the discourteous and undignified language 
almost unifornily used by those from whom we have a right to expect 
better things. 

Dr. Hun, after admitting, in the body of his address, that the medical 
profession presents the spectacle of *' an art sii»king in public estimation, 
and in the confidence of its own practitioners," and asserting that " the 
old systems of therapeutics need now to be. rtvonahxicied,''^ adds, in a note, 
a labored attempt to show that Homoepathy is quackery, first because it is 
absurd, and secondly, because it discards the traditions of the science as 
held by the old school. 

As to the first point, it is well to compare the writer's own descriptiou 
and estimate of the principles and practice of his own school generally, 
with the system which he assumes to denounce as quackery. It would be 
difficult to find anything more ridiculous and ab*^urd in the writings of the 
most extreme Homoeopathist than, in some of the very instances of Allo- 
pathic doctrines and usages mentioned in Dr. Hun's address. But these 
last being Allopathic absurdities, however '* false in reasoning and perni- 
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cious in practice," are not, therefore, quackery 1 It is a comfort too, and 
an encouragement, to remember that many diacoveries in science and art, 
which have been oflScially proscribed as absurd and impossible, have finally 
falsified the accusation, and proved to be both true and practicable. 

As to the other charge, that HomoBopatby must needs be quackery, and 
its disciples and practitioners excluded from the pale of the profession^ 
because it discards the traditions of the science of medicine, it would be 
enough to say that that is of little consequence to the suffering patient, 
provided the n^w system is true and affords him the desired relief. And 
the accusation comes with an ill grace, from one who only a few pages 
before has so eloquently exposed the '* exaggerated pretensions " of his 
own school in the cure of disease, and the ''slight foundation upon which 
its routine practice reposed," and enlarged upon the necessity of an entire 
reconstruction of the science of Therapeutics. But the charge is not true. 
The disciples of Hahnemann have, like other members of the profession, 
gone through the ordinary and legally prescribed curriculum of study and 
preparation — they accept every well authenticated fact and discovery in 
the whole range of medical science, ani use it too. The traditions they 
reject are the fanciful and unsubstantial theories of which the history of 
medicine is full; but whatever grains of residual truth remain after the 
sifting of experience- are gratefully appropriated and applied to the great 
and humane purposes of their calling. 

Dr. H. also states that the principles of Homoeopathy are not founded 
in reason, and are accepted by none but the most ordinary minds, or those 
who engage in it for pecuniary and unworthy motives, thus contradicting 
his previous statement that Homoeopathy has been embraced by many of 
the beat ar^d most intelligent minds in society. He admits tliat the Allo- 
pathic therapeutics are so weak and inefficient that the only course in many 
diseases is to do nothing so as not to harm the patient, and still denounces 
Homoeopathists for doing, as he supposes, the same thing. He avers that 
the Homoeopathic dose fs too small to produce harm, and divsposes of all 
cures by attempting to prove that recoveries take place by the unaided 
efforts of nature. He omits all allusion to the remarkable and almost 
uniform success of Homoeopathic treatment of yellow fever, cholera, and 
diphtheria. 

He has the brazen effrontery to state, Without the least reservation, that 
the followers of Homoeopathy have made no discoveries in medical science. 
Is the discovery of the great law — similia similibus curantur — nothing ? Is 
reorganizing the materia medica nothing ? Is the conip<dling the Allo- 
pathic school to reform its practice nothing ? Is it to be expected that 
fifty years experience should place Homoeopathy beyond Allopathy in 
branches that are common to both ? Is it not creditable to the Homoeo- 
pathic school that it avails itself of all discoveries made by the x\ll()pathic ? 

Homoeopathy differs from Allopathy solely in the quantity of the dose, 
and in the scientific application of the remedy to the care of disease. 
Diagnosis is founded on common principles, but Homoeopathy has an infal- 
lible rule for the selection of remedies when the diagnosis has been made. 
Having obtained correct provings of drugs, remedies can be selected with 
certain tyt Although great improvements are yet to be made in completing 
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the materia medica, no intelligent HomoBopathic physician has yet been 
known to abandon his profession in disgust, exclaiming with an eminent 
Allopath, that he was " tired of guessing." 

IIomooi>pathy, is in fact, the legitimate heir and successor to all that is 
truly and really valuable in the medical experience of the past. Its germs 
and roots are traced to the earliest ages, and confirmations of its great' 
law are found all along the course of time, and in the writings and practice 
of every age. 

At the conclusion of the address, on motion of Dr. E. D. Jones, the thanks 
of the Society 'were extended to Dr. II. D. Paine, for his admirable and 
interesting address, and a copy was requested for publication in the Trans- 
actions. 

On motion of Dr. S. S. Guy, the tlianks of the Society were tendered to 
Dr. II. D. Puine, for the able and satisfactory manner in which he had pre- 
sided over the deli Derations of the Society. 

The meeting then adjourned to eight o'clock Wednesday morning. 

After the adjournment the members of the Society and other physicians 
present, reassembled at the residence of Dr. II. D. Paine, in State street, 
to partJike of a bountiful collation, and enjoy an hour in pleasant social 
reunion. ' 

SECOND DAY. . 

Wednesday, 3Iay II. 
MoRNi.vo Session. 

The President, Dr. E. A. Munger, in the chair. 

The President announced the appointment of the following committees: 

Committee of Correspondence or Clinical Medicine. 

Dr. Henry M. Smith. . . . New York First District. 

H. E. Morrill Brooklyn Second District. 

Kdmnnd Holley .... Hudsiin Third District. 

Charles Lowrey Whitehall •. . Fourtii District. 

T. Dwiglit Stow.... Fnllon Fifth District. 

S. C. Warren Otego Sixth District. 

E. W. Rogers Wayne Seventh District. 

I). F. Bishop Lockport Eighth District. 

Executive Committee. 

Dr. Lester M. Pratt Albany, 

J. W. Cox do 

II. M. Paine Clinton. 

Delegates to other Homo&ypathic State Medical Societies. 
Dr. P. P. Wells, to the Massachusetts State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
D. I). Smith, to the New Jersey State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 
Jacob Beakley, to the Pennsylvania State Homoeopathic Med4 Society. 
Henry D. Paine, to the Connecticut State Homoeopathic Med*l Society. 
William II. Watson, to the Khode Island State Homoeopathic Medical 

Society. 
C. W. Boyce, to the Illinois State Homoeopathic Medical Society, and 

the Western Institute of Homoeopathy. 
A. S. Couch, to the Ohio State Homoeopathic Medical Society 
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Committees on Voluntary Communications, 

Dr. William Wrigbt, Dr. A. R. Morgan, 
D. D. Smith, Egbert Guernsey, 

R. C. Moffat, P. P. Wells, 

Carroll Dunham, Wm. H. Watson, 

George W. Bailey, 0. W. Boyce, 

M. M. Gardner, J. F. Gray. 

Dr. Wm. Wright presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 
Besolvedj That the Recording Secretary make out and keep a li^t or roll 
of the delegates and permanent members of this Society, arranged by dis- 
tricts, and that he be authorized to amend such roll from year to year as 
new elections of delegates or permanent members may require, and that 
such roll when made out be accepted as prima facie evidence of member- 
ship. 

Dr. L. B. Wells presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 
Resolved, That the secretaries of county Homoeopathic medical societies 
be hereby requested to furnish certificates to the delegates or their alter- 
nates from their respective societies, showing their credentials as members 
of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of New York. 

On motion of Dr. L. B. Wells, the Secretary was requested to present 
twenty-five copies of the Transactions of this Society for 1863, to the 
Massachusetts State Homooopathic Medical Society. 

On motion of Dr. Wm. Wright, the Secretary was authorized to exchange 
copies of the Transactions of this Society for those of other State Homoeo- 
pathic MedicaH Societies, not to exceed ten in number. 

On motion Qf Dr. Wm. Wright, the Recording Secretary was requested 
to furnish the several county societies in this State with copitjs of the 
Transactions for 1864, equal to the number of their members respectively. 

Dr. B. F. Cornell presented anew the claims of the Homoeopathic Medical 
Society of Northern New York for representation in this Society, and was 
again informed that the State Society could not legally receive delegates 
from organizations composed of physicians residing in counties where there 
is a suflBcient number to organize separate county societies. 

And further, that in the election of permanent members especial care 
had been taken to select them from among the membership of the Homoeo- 
pathic ^fedical Society of Northern New York. 

In view of the statement made by Dr. Cornell, Dr. Wm. Wright pre- 
sented the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved^ That the Recording Secretary be requested to furnish the Sec- 
retary of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Northern New York v/ith 
twenty-five copies of the Transactions of this Society for the year 1864, 
ani one copy of the Transactions for 1863, to each of its members not 
already supplied. 

Dr. H. M. Paine presented the following resolution, which was adopted : 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare blank forms for 
obtaining a uniform registration of disease in connection with meteorolo- 
gical observations, and report to the committee on publication, with autho- 
rity to publish a sufficient number for the use of the Society. 

Drs. H. M. Paine, W. H. Watson, and S. S. Guy, were appointed such 
committee. 
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Dr. S. S. Guy presented tlie following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, Tliat a committee of three members be appointed to consider 
the best means to be nsed for securiup: the introduction of Homoeopathic 
treatment of disease into the public medical institutions of this State. 

Drs. J. Beakley, Wm. Wright, and S. S. Guy, were appointed such com- 
mittee. 

The following communications were then presented ^nd read : 

Dr. H. Barton Fellows, of Sennett, a paper entitled : " Shall the Materia 
Medica he Enlarged ?" 

Dr. William Wright, of Brooklyn, a paper entitled: "Nitrate of Silver in 
the Treatment of Laryngitis^ 

Dr. J. C. Raymond, of Utica, a paper entitled : " A Case of Ascites.^* 

Dr. L. Clar}^ of Syracuse, a paper entitled : "A Proving of Rhus Ver- 
nix." 

Dr. A. S. Couch, of Fredonia, a paper entitled : " Ti^eatment of Morbus 
CuxariusJ^ 

Dr. A. J. Brewster, of Cato, a communication entitled: *' Cases from 
Practiced 

Dr. C. W. Boyco, of Auburn, a communication entitled " Uterine Catarrh?^ 

On motion of Dr A. S. Couch, all the papers and communications pre- 
sented at this meeting of the Society were referred to the committee on 
publication, with authority to publish in the Transactions at their discre- 
tion. 

Also, that copies of the paper, by Dr. H. B. Fellows, entitled, " Shall 
the Materia Medica be enlarged ?*' be referred to the chairman of the seve- 
ral district C(»mmittec8 on materia medica. 

Dr. L. Clary presented the following resolution, which was adopted : 

Resolved, That Phytolacca decandria be recommended to the chairman of 
the several district committees on materia medica, as the drug of which 
provings may be made during the ensuing year. 

Dr. A, S. Couch stated that he should hereafter oppose the rapid and 
superficial manner in which much of the business of the Society has for- 
merly been transacted. Even this session is not an exception. Various 
important papers have been presented, but no time has been devoted to 
discussion. This is much to be deplrecated. He hoped future meetings 
would continue at least three days, in order to afford more time for a com- 
parison of tho views and experiences ot all present, in reference to the 
subjects presented for consideration. 

Several other members expressed similar views in regard to the desirable- 
ness of holding longer sessions of the Society. 

Dr. L. B. Wells presented the following preamble and resolution, which 
were adopted : 

Whereas, The importance of a national orgain'zation of Homoeopathic 
physicians is desirable, in order to give direction and eflScii'ncy to all mat- 
ters pertaining to the general interests of Homoeopathic medicine ; and. 

Whereas, Such an association, if established upon an equitable basis of 
representation, would augment tile usefulness and efficiency of all our 
state, county and local organizations, therefore 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to present this subject for con- 
sideration at the next meeting of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, 
— soon to be held at Cincinnati. 
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Drs. Jacob Beakley, L. B. Wells, and W. H. Watson, were appointed 
such committee. 

On motion of Dr. Win. Wrijjht, the committee on publication were in- 
structed to publish the proceedings of this meeting in pamplilet form for 
general distribution, provided the funds of the Society are sufficient to 
meet the requisite expense. 

On motion of Dr. Wm. Wright, the Society adjourned to meet in the city 
of Albany, on the second Tuesday in February, (14) 1865. 

H. M. PAINE, Recording Secretary. 

Among the many important subjects that were crowded out by pressure 
of other business, was the discussion of the question respecting the intro- 
,duction of Homoeopathic treatment into the arm}'. Our brethren in the 
Eastern and Western States are earnestly laboring for the accomplishment 
of this desirable object. As a class we are ostracized, our just chiims con- 
temptously ignored, our system ridiculed, and our standing in the medical 
profession continually,, impudently, and wilfully misrepresented by the 
Allopathic school, merely because we differ in opinion from them respecting 
the scientific application of remedies in the treatment of disease. ' We 
should no longer quietly wait for public opinion to instigate the necessary 
legislative action. 

Th6 following statement and resolution were unanimously adopted at a 
recent meeting of the Massachusetts State HomoBopathic Medical Society: 

To the ^enafe and House of Representatives of the United States^ in Congress 

assembled : 

The Massachusetts IIomoBopathic Medical Society beg leave to state, 
that from New England alone petitions for the admission of Homoeopathic 
Surgeons into the Army and Navy have recentl}' been presented to 
Congress, signed by more than thirty thousand legal voters, embracing a 
large number of persons in high official position, persons eminent for intel- 
ligence, respectability and wealth, and representing all classes and interests 
of society. Numerously signed petitions of a similar character have been 
presented from other sections of the loyal States, and also from various 
regiments now in the service of tlie Government. 

This Society would further represent, that Homoeopathy is a well-tried 
and demonstrated system of medical practice, based upon an established 
Imw of nature, and has stood the test of rigid and accurate observation in 
Europe und in this country, in public institutions and in private practice, 
among the most discriminating and conservative classes, and is now fully 
established in the confidence of every intelligent community : — Tluit in 
Europe it has no less than twelve hospitals, and numerous dispensaries, and 
in this country is practiced b^' more than three thousand five hundred edu- 
cated physicians, has five legally authorized Medical Colleges, and supports 
several liospitals and dispensaries : — That Homoeopathy is, by the action 
of various Medical Boards, virtually excluded from the Army. The Medical 
Commission of Massachusetts has by vote declared, that it cannot recom- 
mend any surgeons believing in it ; the Medical Commissions of other 
States have in a discourteous manner refused to examine Homoeopathic 
Surgeons; and the Army Medical Board at Washington has sedulously en- 
deavored to exclude from the Army all Homoeopathic Surgeons, and from 
the Army Hospitals all Homoeopathic practice. 
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And as, in many of the regiments now in the service, a large number 
have been accustomed to, and prefer Homoeopathic treatment, therefore, 
this Society respectfully and earnestly request Congress to make such 
provision as shall meet the wants of this class, and would recommend the 
followinj]^ propositions: — 

Ist. Whenever any considerable portion of the officers and soldiers of 
any brigade desire to have a Homoeopathic Surgeon attached to the brigade, 
such additi(mal Surgeon shall be appointed. 

2d. Whenever a mj4Jority in any regiment desire a Homooopathic Surgeon 
and Assistant Surgeon, such appointments shall be made. 

3d. Wherever Army Hospitals are established, a fair proportion of them 
shall be devoted to Homoeopathic treatment. 

4th. As Allopathic Surgeons are by their education and position neces- 
sarily disqualified for intelligently examining candidates in Homoeopathic 
medicine, an additional Examining Board shall be appointed for this purpose, 
composed of Surgeons skilled in Homoeopathic medicine. 

As in this emergency of our country the utmost catholicity is very justly 
and properly allowed in all the religious a, id political appointments of the 
array, this Society deem it in the highest degree intolerant to exclude 
thoroughly educated and competent Homoeopathic Surgeons, whose ap- 
pointment would, by exciting emulation, naturally sei ve to elevate the 
standard of medical skill, and secure for the soldiers increased carcjand 
attention. 

Eenolved, That a copy of the above statement be sent to Hon. Henry Wil- 
son, of the United States Senate, and Hon. B. F. Thomas, of the House of 
Representatives, with the request that it be presented to both Houses of 
Congress. 

Extracts from the report of proceedings of the Western Institute of 
Homoeopathy, held in Qhicago May 20th and 21st, 1864: 

Dr. R. Ludlam read the following resolutions, which had been adopted 
by the Miami Homoeopathic Medical Association, and which were sent to 
the Institute to be read: 

Whereas, The exclusion of Homoeopathic physicians from the army and 
navy of the United States being illegal and unjust, and thus violating every 
principle of humanity, by forcing a system of medical practice upon those 
who utterly discard and refuse the sanje when at home, and thereby pre- 
venting a large class of intelligent and competent surgeons from engaging 
in this important department of practice; and 

Whereas^ Our friends at home and in the army and nav}' are feeling indig- 
nant at the injustice of such illegal arrangement, we, the members of the 
Miami Homoeopathic Medical Association, do present to the Western Insti- 
tute of Homoeopathy the following resolutions, expressing the sentiments 
and feelings of the Homoeopathic physicians of this great valley: 

Jjtesolved, That thb Homoeopathic physicians of the United States do, in 
a boxly, join in one loud and solemn protest against the continuation of such 
injustice; and that we, in a suitable document, appeal to the proper autho- 
rities that we be granted a due proportion of the medical and surgical prac- 
tice in tlie army and navy of the United States, during the present war and 
for all time to come. 

Resoloed, That we deem this just to our friends, who are cxposin<j them- 
selves to extreme dangers, and who will call us to an account for our appa- 
rent silence, unless we act with energy, perseverance and power. 

Dr. Franklin, of St. Louis, said that he was glad to see this matter 
brought up. He had prepared a scries of resolutions to present to the 
luslitute, and he would now oflFer the following resolutions: 
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In view of the comparatively superior benefits to suffering humanity that 
follow the introduction of the Homceopathic system of medicine, wherever 
it has been practiced; and 

Whereas^ The brave defenders of our common nationality demand of the 
government all the means and appliances that the most enlightened and 
progressive medical practice can bestow, in consideration for the risk to 
health and limb that is cheerfully yielded for the preservation and perpetua- 
tion of our national existence, therefore be it 

Sesolved, That the Western Institute of Homoeopathy do hereby pledge 
itself to use all due diligence and effort to secure to the army and navy of 
the United States the introduction of this beneficent system of practice. 

The passage of the resolutions was strenously urged by Drs. Franklin, 
Long, Pratt, Douglas, Bclding, Hale, Small and others, who were very 
earnest in their denunciation of the Allopathic physicians, and the policy 
of the administration that excludes Homoeopathic physicians from the army 
and navy. 

The resolutions offered by Dr. Franklin were then unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Franklin moved that a committee of three members of the Institute 
be chosen to take general charge of this matter; andXhat the committee 
have power to appoint sub-committees in every State, city and town 
throughout the country. 

The motion was unanimously carried, and Drs. E. G. Franklin, of St. 
Louis« G. D. Beebe, of Chicago, and S. R. Beckwith, of Cleveland, were 
chosqn as such committee. 

Communications in reference to this subject may be addressed to Dr. T. 
Dwight Stow, Fulton, Oswego county, N. Y., who will act as a committee 
and report at the next meeting of the Society. 

H. M. PAINE. 
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ARTICLE II. 

Hoxnodopathic Medical Societj of the State of New York. Proceedings of the Four- 
teenth Annual Meeting. 

FIRST DAY. 
Morning Session. 

The Society met pnrsnant to statute, at Albany, February 14, 1865. The 
meeting* was held in the supervisors' room, in the City Hall. 

In the absence of the president and vice-presidents at the opening of the 
meeting, the recording secretary nominated Dr. B. F. Cornell, of Moreau 
Station, for chairman, which was adopted. 

The chair then appointed Drs. Wm. S. Searl and M. M. Gardner a com- 
mittee on credentials. 

On motion of Dr. H. Robinson, an abstract of the minutes of the last 
meeting was read, and on motion of Dr. Gardner, adopted. 

The committee on credentials reported the names of the following gen- 
tlemen present: 

Honorary Member, 
Dr. I. T. Talbot, of Boston; Massachusetts. 

Permanent Members. 

Dr. Jacob Beakley New York. 

• B. F. Cornell Moreau Station. 

Lyman Clary Syracuse. 

£. D. Jones Albany. * 

E. A. Munger .- Waterville. 

Henry D. Paine New York. 

Horace M. Paine Albany. 

Lester M. Pratt Albany. 

Lucien B. Wells Utica. 

Delegates. 

Dr. J. W. Cox Albany Albany Co. Medical Society. 

J. C. Delavan do do do 

D. Springstecd ... do do do 

W. H. Randel .... do do do 

H. B. Fellows . • • • Sennett Cayuga Co. Medical Society. 

H.^RobinsoD, jr . . . Auburn do do 

A.fP. Cook Hudson Columbia Co. Medical Society. 

Fedal Vanderburgh Rhinebeck Dutchess Co. Medical Society. 

John Hornby. . . . Poughkeepsie do do 

Samuel S. Guy. . . . Brooklyn Kings Co. Medical Society. 

I. J. Meachem. . . . Nunda Livingston Co. Med'l Society. 

0. D. Hamilton . . . York do do 

M. M. Gardner . . . Holland Patent. . . . Oneida Co. Medical Society. 

A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga Co. Med'l Society. 
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Dr. E. A. Potter Oswego Oswego Co. Medical Society. 

T. Dwight Stow ... Fulton do do 

W. S. Searle Troy Rensselaer Co. Med'l Society. 

John Younglove . . do do do 

G. H. Carpenter. . . do do do 

Samuel J. Fearsall Saratoga Saratoga Co. Medical Society. 

August's P. Throop Palmyra Wayne Co. Medical Society. 

Charles Lowriq . . . Whitehall Washington Co. Med. Society. 

G. H. Billings North White Creek do do 

H. Beakle^' Peekskill Westchester Co. Med. Society. 

The following gentlemen were present, and on recommendation of the 
committee were invited to participate in the deliberations of the meeting: 

Dr. M. W. Campbell Troj", Rensselaer county. 

J. T. Niver Stillwater, Rensselaer county. 

John F. Miller Troy, Rensselaer county. 

H. K. Bonnett *. Hartford, Washington county. 

Jesse F. Merritt Staats burgh, Dutchess county. 

The Society is essentially a representative body. It is composed prima- 
rily of delegates from the several county medical societies. There are 
twenty-three such associations in this State, entitled to a representation of 
seventy-seven members, each county medical society being entitled by statute 
to as many delegates as there are members of Assembly from their respec- 
tive counties. The State Society is permitted by statute to increase its 
members by electing annually sixteen permanent and six honorary mem- 
bers. The latter are required to be non-residents of the State. 

The following gentlemen having been previously nominated, werQ elected 
honorary members of the Society: 

William Tod Helmuth, M. D St. Louis, Mo. 

George D. Bebee, M. D Chicago, 111. 

Edwin M. Hale, M. D Chicago, III. 

A. Howard Okie, M. D Providence, R. I. 

John C. Sanders, M. D Cleveland, Ohio. 

David Wilson, M. D London, England. 

The following gentlemen having been previously nominated at the last 
annual meeting, were elected permanent members of the Society: 

Dr. Henry M. Smith New York. 

Egbert Guernsey • do 

Samuel S. Guy Brooklyn. 

Edward T. Richardson do 

William S. Searle Troy. 

Richard D. Bloss do 

H. A. Houghton Keeseville. 

G. H. Billings New York. 

J. G. Bigelow Syracuse. 

William A. Hawley do 

Solomon C. Warren Otego. 

P. W. Gray Elmira. 

William Gulic Weston. 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett. 

A. H. Beers Buffalo. 

B. R. Gregg do 
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The President nominated Drs. E. D. Jones, W. S. Searle and H. M. Paine, 
a ccmmittee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 
By Dr. H. M. Paine. 

Besolved, That the by-laws be changed so as to require the committee od 
nominations to nominate officers, all the usual medical committees, the 
committee on publication and delegates to other Homoeopathic medical 
associations. Adopted. 

Dr. J. C. Raymond presented a report entitled "Cases 0/ Ascites following 
Scarlatina.'' 

Dr. A. R. Morgan, committee on epidemics for the fifth district, presented 
a report having reference chiefly to epidemic diphtheria and rubeola. 

Dr. E. R. Heath, committee on epidemics for the seventh district, pre- 
sented a report entitled " Epidemic Dysentery in the counties of Wayne 
and Monroe.' ' 

Dr. D. F. Bishop, committee on epidemics for the eighth district, presen- 
ted a report entitled " Cases of Dysentery occurring in the county of Niagara'* 

The Corresponding Secretary presented the following communication 
from Dr. F. W. Hunt: 

" Dear Sir — ^I have received notice that a paper is expected from me to 
be read at the annual meeting of thcfiociety on the 14th inst., on the Patho- 
logy and Treatment of Cerebro-spinal Meningitis. It was my wish and 
intention to prepare such a paper for that occasion, but I have been absent 
from home a part of the winter, and, on returning, I find so many urgent 
demands on my time that I am not able to complete the summary of obser- 
vations and experience which I desired to make on this subject. Permit 
me, through you, to request of all members of the State Homoeopathic 
Medical Society, individually, to furnish me the results of their experience 
in the treatment of this disease, including the symptoms observed in its 
progress, and the effects of remedies successfully employed. Communica- 
tions feceived will be published in the North American Journal of Homoeo- 
pathy in the order in which they are received, or in any other Homoeopathic 
periodical selected by the authors. It is my desire to make from all the 
papers received, and from all that may be found elsewhere, a collection of 
all the symptoms noted, and all the groups of symptoms known to have been 
cured by individual remedies fairly tented, 

"Though it will be out of my power to be present at this annual meeting 
of the Society, I earnestly hope that every Society in the State may be 
fully represented; that the great labor of perfecting the materia medica 
may be advanced, and that the individual members of the profession may 
become more thoroughly organized into an agency and engine of power for 
the dissemination of the light of Hahnemannian sunshine through every 
corner and recess of the Empire State." 

Dr. A. R. Morgan presented a paper entitled " Tabular Statement of 
Homoeopathic Physicians residing in Onondaga county , from the year 1842 
to 1864." Also, a paper entitled ** Proving of Apis Melifica." Also, the 
" History and Treatment of an Obstinate Case of Leprosy." 

The Recording Secretary presented a note from Dr. and Mrs. Cox, extend- 
ing their compliments to the members of the Society and other gentlemen 
present, and inviting them to meet socially at their residence on State 
street after the conclusion of the address in the evening. 

Also, a communication from Dr. Elial T. Foote, of New Haven, compris- 
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log a ** History of the Introduction and Progress of the Homoeopathic Prao- 
Uce in Ghavtiauqua county from the year 1833 to 1864.*' 
The Society adjourned to meet at three o'clock. 

Afternoon Session. 

Dr. fi. A, MuDger, President, in the chain 

The President proceeded to deliver the following address, which was 
intended for presentation at the opening of the morning session: 
Gentlemen of the Society: 

I tender you a cordial greeting, and congratulate you upon the favorable 
auspices under which we assemble. ^ 

The history of Homosopathy has already come to be considered by many 
a hacknied theme, and yet a little more than its introductory pages have 
been written. 

The record of the past year will compare favorably with that of any pre- 
ceding one, and as we are now about to add to that history the transactions 
of another annual meeting of the New York State Homoeopathic Medicaji 
Society, I trust we shall feel the Importance of a united and determined 
effort to make them such as will be creditable to ourselves, inspire confi- 
dence in the public mind, and promote the interests of the profession. 

We are, as a Society, still in our infancy, but it is an infancy of great 
promise. It becomes us, therefore, to have an entire harfhony of action; 
and see to it that the doings of this body, at this time, be such as will 
encourage our friends, and bear the criticisms of our opponents. 

In the few remarks I have to make aj this time, I shall simply call your 
attention to such subjects as I deem worthy of your coneTideration, and 
which seem to me to call for action on the part of the Society. 

This being a delegated body, we can only add taour numbers and real 
strength by the organization of new county medical societies. An initiatory 
step has already been taken in that direction by ^he Oneida County Society, 
of which I have the honor to be a member, and we haye at least one new 
society represented here to day as the result of that effort. 

I would, therefore, suggest that some measures be 'adopted at this meet- 
ing to secure, as soon as practicable, county organizations in all counties 
where there are the requisite number of Homoeopathic practitioners. 

It has been a subject of complaint by many delegates that far too much 
time has been occupied in the details of business, giving but a very limited 
space for the reading of reports of committees on medical topics, reports of 
cases in practice and medical discussions, the chief objects for which we 
assemble. The business of the Society cannot be dispensed with, but I 
think this difficulty may be in a great measure obviated by more perfectly 
systematizing our business, and by appropriating certain hours of each day 
to the reading of papers and the discussion of medical subjects, thereby 
rendering each session interesting and instructive. To accomplish this 
result, I would recommend the appointment of a committee to revise and 
change the order of business. 

Another matter which seems to demand our consideration is the disposi- 
tion of papers read before the Society. Whatever appears in the Transac- 
tions the public consider endorsed and sanctioned by the Society. We 
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ehould not, tlierefore, publish articles which a large majority of the mem* 
hers of our school do not approve, and which are liable to be employed by 
our opponents as weapons against us. An article crept into the Transac- 
tions of last year which is somewhat objectionable, and the publication of 
which I had opposed in another place. I do not bring this subject before 
the Society because I have any charges to prefer against our present very 
able publishing committee; on the contrary, they have my warmest thanks 
and are entitled to the gratitude of the Society for the eflScient manner in 
which they have discharged the laborious duties assigned them. We 
should, I think, refer all papers to the committee on publication, with poioer 
to dispose of them in such a manner as will best promote the interests of 
the Society and the profession at large. 

The introduction of the Homoeopathic practice into the army and uavy, 
as well as our public charitable institutions, has received some attention 
from this Society, and action has been taken in reference to it, but the 
object has not yet been attained. My opinion in regard to this matter is, 
that we are not acting in the right direction. We are asking favors while 
we should be claiming our rights. AVe are the regularly and legally autho- 
rized medical pro/eaHwn^ and a.s such entitled to all the rights and privileges 
ehjoyed by the adherents of the old school, A large proporti(m of the IIomoBo- 
pathic practitiQuers of this country have been respectable old school 
physicians, and are graduates of Allopathic colleges; the question, there- 
fore, naturally arises, how have they become disqualified for positions of 
trust «n the medical department of our public chai'itable institutions ? Am 
I or am T not as well qualified to practice medicine and surgery to-day as 
when, thirty years ago, the faculty of Jefferson Medical College pronounced 
me qualified ? Does the discovery of new facts, or the adoption of new and 
improved means of cure, render a physician incompetent ? We say no. 
The public will say no I when they can be brought ix) see the matter in its 
true light. Those who m«ke and execute our laws are but the servants of 
the people, of whom a large, intelligent and influential portion are patrons 
of Homoeopathy. They help support the army, navy and our public charit- 
able institutions. Let us demand in their name, as well as our own, that 
we be represented in these several places, and if this does not suffice, let 
us remind those in power that the friends of Homoeopathy help elect our 
rulers. 

We have evidence of what can be accomplished by determined effort in 
the right direction for the attainment of a particular object, in the legal- 
izing of this Society, and the granting to us all the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the Allopathic school. I am well aware that many are very 
fearful of mixing in politics at all; but let me say to these gentlemen that 
political influence only stands in the way of our enjoying equal rights and 
privileges with the Allopathic school. The friends and patrons of Homoeo- 
pathy, althoug'h not constituting a majority, certainly hold the balance of 
power in a large portion of the state. 

Let us then respectfully petition, and if need be demand, that the privi- 
leges to which we are entitled as members of the regular medical profession 
be granted us, and let it be distinctly understood by those in authority that 
'' we know our rights and knowing dare maintain them.'' 
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On motion, Drs. Beakley, L. Clary and B. F. Cornell, were appointed a 
committee to take such action as may seem desirable respecting the sug- 
gestions advanced in the president's inaugural address. 

The Treasurer, Dr. L. B. Wells, presented his annual report of receipts 
and expenditures for the fiscal year, ending February 13, 1865, as follows: 

" The Treasurer of the Homoeopathic Medical Society, of the State of 
New York, would respectfully present the following report: 

RECEIPTS. 

Received from the county medical societies since May 10, 1864. 

Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society $2 00 

Cayuga County do do 5 50 

Dutchess County do do (for 1864-5). 12 00 

Erie County do do 4 00 

Madison County do do 2 00 

New York County do do 25 00 

Oneida County^ do do 10 50 

Onondaga County do do 6 50 

Ontario County do do (for 1863-4). 7 00 

Oswego County do do 4 00 

Otsego County do do 3 50 

Received from permanent members and delegates 60 60 

Received from physicians who are not members 7 40 

Received returned postage 1 25 

Balance due the treasurer 5 94 

$157 19 

Expenditures. 

Balance due the treasurer May 10, 1864 $3 57 

Paid for postage and stationery by treasurer. . . , 3 34 

for printing notices of meeting 3 00 

to the janitor and marshal of City Hall 3 00 

for telegram to Chicago 1 45 

corresponding secretary's account 11 60 

express charges * 11 10 

recording secretary's account 9 75 

Curtiss & White's bill of printing 400 copies of thirteenth 
annual meeting, and 500 copies secretary's and treasurer's cir- 
culars 42 87 

Paid Davis k, Gilbert, bill for copying book, letter files and paper. • 11 00 
Paid L. C. Childs for printing notices of the fourteenth annual 

meeting 8 00 

Paid Curtiss & White printing bill-heads 2 25 

Charles Van Benthuysen bill for packing and' boxes 10 50 

recording secretary's account 35 76 

$157 19 

On motion of Dr. Clary, the treasurer's report was accepted and referred 
to an auditing committee consisting of Drs. H. D. Paine, H. Beakley and 
A. R. Morgan. 

The committee soon presented the following report : 

The committee appointed to examine the statement of receipts and ex- 
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penditares presented by the treasurer, report that they have examined the 
same with the accompanying vouchers and find them correct. 

HENRY D. PAINE, 
HENRY BEAKLEY, 
A. R. MORGAN, 

Committee. 
By Dr. Gny ; 

Resolved, That one honr be devoted to the reading and discussion of 
papers on medical subjects, and the remainder of this session to the trans- 
action of miscellaneous business. Adopted. 

On motion, the members present were requested to pay to the treasurer 
the usual annual tax of one dollar. 

The President, Dr. Mungcr, presented the history of a case of Hydrocele, 
cured by mercurius sol. 3000; also cases of Scrofulous Ophihalmia cured by 
calcarea carb. lOOO and sulphur 3000. 

Dr. L. B. Wells related the s^^mptoms of a case of Hydrocele cured by 
mercurius sol. 200 . 

Dr. Cornell related the symptoms of a similar case of disease in a person 
seventy years of age, in which the cure took place spontaneounly. 

Dr. J. Beakley inquired whetlier the effusion took place within the tunica 
vaginalis or in the sub-cellular tissue ? In the former spontaneous absorp- 
tion spldom takes place, while in the latter it occurs much more frequently. 

Dr. Clary suggested that data based upon the results of a few cases 
wore often unreliable, and should not be accepted as conclusive. 

Dr. Meachem related the symptoms and treatment of a case of malignant 
scarlatina. 

Dr. Morgan related the symptoms and treatment of a case of albuminary. 

A desultory discussion upon the influence of remedies in the treatment 
of various malignant diseases, was participated in by most of the members 
present. 

Dr. Guy related the results of his experience in the use of high potencies 
in the treatment of acute and chronic membranous and spasmodic croup. 
By Dr. Morgan : 

Resolved, That the several papers presented at this meeting be referred 
to the executive committee to be cursorily examined for the purpose of 
recommending those first which appear to afford a basis for discussion. 

Resolved, That unless otherwise directed by the Society, the papers be 
read in the order suggested by tlie committee. 

Dr. Morgan presented a report prepared by Dr. W. A. Ilawley, having 
reference to the appointment of Homosopathic physicians as medical 
examiners by life insurance companies. 

On motion, the report and accompanying resolution were laid upon the 
table. 

Dr. Vanderburgh presented a communication, the reading of which was 
postponed until to-morrow, immediately after the opening of the morning 
session. 

The Society adjourned to meet in the common council room, city hall, at 
eight o'clock, to listen to the usual annual address. 
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Evening Session. 

The evening meeting of the Society was held in the common council 
room in the city hall. At the appointed time to which the Society ad- 
journed, the President, in a few appropriate remarks, introduced Dr. Henry 
D. Paine, of New York, who proceeded to deliver the customary annual 
address. 

At the conclusion of the address, the thanks of the Society were ez« 
tended to Dr. Paine^ for his able and interesting address, and a copy was 
requested for publication in the Transactions of the Society. 

The Society adjourned to meet in the same place at nine o'clock Wed- 
nesday morning, after which, the members, and other gentlemen present 
with their ladies, proceeded to the hospitable mansion of Dr. James W, 
Cox, on State street, where an hour was very pleasantly passed in social 
reunion. The pleasure of this entertainment was increased by the presence 
of distinguished members of the profession from other States. 

SECOND DAY. 

Wednesday, February 16. 
MoRKiNo Session. 

The President, Dr. E. A. Munger, in the chair. 

In compliance with a previous resolution, Dr. Vanderburgh proceeded to 
read his paper, entitled " Problem of Life." 

On motion of Dr. I. J, Meachem, the following resolutions were adopted: 

Resolved^ That the thanks of this Society be given to the venerable Dr. 
Vanderburgh for the paper just read ; that we regard it a valuable coi\tri- 
bution to the science of both the vital and physical forces prevailing in 
the universe. 

Ecisolued, That as disease consists essentially of a disturbance of these 
forces, an accurate knowledge of their mutual relations, and the laws which 
govern them, is highly important to the physician. 
By the Corresponding Secretary, 

Resolved^ That the gentlemen present who are not members of the Society 
be invited to participate in the deliberations of this meeting. Adopted. 
By the Recording Secretary, 

Resolved, That inasmuch as a meeting of the Uomoeopathic Medical 
Society of the State of Connecticut is now being held, a committee be ap- 
pointed to secure if practicable an exchange of telegraphic congratulations- 
Adopted. 

The committee, consisting of Drs. J. Bcakley, L. Clary, and L. B. Wclls^ 
soon reported that they had performed the duty required of them by trans- 
mitting a suitable communication to Dr. Elial T. Foote, President of the 
Connecticut Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

The committee to whom was referred portions of the President's inaugu- 
ral address presented a verbal report which was accepted. 

Dr. L. B. Wells inti-oduced Dr. I. T. Talbot, of Boston, an honorary 
member of the Society, and delegate from the Homoeopathic Medical Society 
of Massachusetts. 

Dr. Talbot expressed great pleasure in meeting for the first time the 
members of the New York State Homoeopathic Medical Society. He read 
a paper giving an historical sketch of the introduction and progress of 
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HomoBopatby in MassachiisettSj and concluded by presenting the following 
congratulatory communication : 

" The Massacliusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society sends its greetings 
to the New York State Homosopathic Medical Society, and will cordially 
unite with it in any undertaking for the advancement of the noble science 
of Homoeopathy.'' 

Dr. Guy offered a resolution expressing the thanks of the Society to Dr. 
Talbot for his interesting paper, and requesting a copy for publication in 
the Transactions. 

Dr. J. Hornby presented a communication, giving in detail cases of cur- 
vature of tlie spine, scrofulous ulcers, occlusion of the rectum, and others 
successfully treated by the adminstration of internal remedies alone. 

A discussion followed the reading of this paper upon the comparative 
utility of high and low potencies which occupied a considerable portion of 
the forencmn, and was participated in by Dr. Hornby, Guy, Wells, Beakley, 
Potter and Searle. 

The nominating committee having expressed a readiness to report, on 
motion of Dr. H. D. Paine, the Society proceeded to the election of officers. 
The President appointed Drs. H. D. Paine and A. R. Morgan tellers. 
The balloting resulted in the election of the gentlemen nominated by the 
committee, as follows : 

ABIJAH P. COOK, M. D., of Hudson, President. 
BENJ. F. CORNELL, M. D., of Moreau Station, First Vice-President. 
BENJ. F. BOWERS M. D., of New York, Second Vice-President. 
LORENZO M. KEN YON, M. D:, of Buffalo, Third Vice-President 
H. BARTON FELLOWS, M. D., of Scnnett, Corresponding Secretary. 
HORACE M. PAINE, M. D., of Albany, Recording Secretary. 
LUC IAN B. WELLS, M. D., of Utica, Treasurer. 

On motion of Dr. Clary, the report as presented by the committee was 
then adopted. 

. Censors. 

Dr. Simeon A. Cook Troy Northern District 

John S. Delavan Albany do do 

£. Darwin Jones do do do 

Egbert Guernsey New York Southern do 

Jacob Beakley. do «... do do 

Edward T. Richardson Brooklyn do do 

J. C. Raymond • . .Utica Middle do 

Lyman Clary Syracuse do do 

E. A. Potter Oswego do do 

A. H. Beers Buffalo Western do 

G. W. Lewis do do do 

C. Ormes • • Jamestown .... do do 

Executive GammiUee, 

Dr. Horace M. Paine Albany. 

James W. Cox do 

Lester M. Pratt do 

CommiUee on Pvhlication. 

Dr. Horace M. Paine Albany. 

E. Darwin Jones do 

Henry D. Paine. • • r New York. 
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Nominated for Honorary Membership. 

Dr. Elial T. Foote New Haven, Conn. 

Charles D. Harris Madison, AVis. 

William E. Payne Bath, Me. 

Samuel Gregi^ Boston, Mass. 

David T. Smith Chicago, 111. 

Francis Sims Philadelphia, Penn. 

Nominated for Permanent Membership. 

District. 

Dr. Albert Wright. . . . Brooklyn Kings connty 2, 3 

Bernard Fiiicke ... do do 2, 3 

John F. Gray New York New York county 4, 7 

Edwin M. Kellogg. do do 4, t 

Benja'n F. Bowers. do do 4, 7 

John Sarle North Granville . . . Washington county. . . 12 

W. G. Wolcott . . . Whitehall do ... 12 

Samuel J. Pcarsall. Saratoga Springs . Saratoga county 15 

J. C. Raymond . . . Utica Oneida county 19 

W.H.Watson.... do do 19 

M. M. Gardner .... Holland Patent ... do 19 

T. Dwight Stow.. . Fulton Oswego county 21 

Eathan A. Potter.. Oswego do 21 

A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga county 22 

G. B. Palmer East Hamilton .... Madison county 23 

Horatio Robinson . Auburn Cayuga county 26 

Edwin R. Heath . . Palmyra Wayne county 25 

0. D. Hamilton . . . York Livingston county 30 

1. J. Meachem .... Nunda do .... 30 

L. M. Kenyon .... Buffalo Erie county 31 

Geo. A. Hall Westfield Chautauqua county ... 32 

Committees on Materia Medica. 

Dr. S. B. Barlow, New York First District. 

Henry Minton, Brooklyn Second District. 

W. S. Searle, Troy Third District. 

G. H. Billings, White Creek Fourth District. 

W. A. Hawley, Syracuse Fifth District. 

D. D. Loomis, Madison Sixth Diatrict. 

E. R. Heath, Palmyra Seventh District. 

A. S Couch, Fredonia Eighth District. 

Committee on Epidemics. 

Dr. Egbert Guernsey, New York First District. 

Samuel S. Guy, Brooklyn Second Diatrict 

James W. Cox, Albany Third District. 

Samuel J. Pearsall, Saratoga Fourth District. 

A R. Morgan, Syracuse Fifth District. 

J. R. White, Butternuts Sixth District. 

H/ Barton Fellows, Sennett Seventh District. 

L. M. Kenyon, Buffalo Eighth District. 

Committees on Correspondence. 

Dr. Jacob Beakley, New York First District. 

H. E. Morrill, Brooklyn Second District, 

Edmund Holley, Hudson Third District. 

Charles Lowrey, Union Village .... Fourth District. 
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Dr. T. Dwlfrht Stow, Fulton Fifth District. 

S. C. Warren, Otego Sixth District. 

E. W. Rogers, Wayne Seventh District. 

D. F. Bishop, Lockport Eighth District. 

Commiitees on Voluntary Communications, 

Dr. R. C. Moffat, Dr. W. A. Hawley, 

E. T. Richardson, Cornelius Ormes, 

Wm. Wright, T. Dwight Stow, 

S. B. Barlow, Benj. J\ Bowers, 

Jacob Beakley, Edwin M. Kellogg, 

H. M. Smith, E. E. Marcy, 

W. S. Seerle, D. D. Smith, 
Dr. P. W. Hunt. 

Delegates to Slate Homoeopathic Medical Societu*s, 
Drs. H. B. Fellows, Henry D. Paine, H. M. Smith, Massachusetts. 
S. S. Guy, E. A. Potter, Henry M in ton, New Jersey. 
' Henry Beakley, J. F. Merritt, R. C. Moffatt, Pennsylvania, 

W. S. Searlo, A. P. Cook, Wm. Weight, Connecticut. 
W. H. Watson, Egbert Guernsey, E. D. Jones, Rhode Island. 
A. R. Morgan, L. M. Pratt, L. Clary, Illinois. 
L. B. Wells, H. Robinson, G. Z. Noble, Ohio. 
M. W. Campbell, 0. W. Boyce, E R. Heath, New Hampshire. 
Jacob Beakley, D. F. Bishop, A. R. Wright, Western Institute. 

Delegates to the American Institute of Homasopalhy. 

Drs. L. B. Wells Utica Oneida county. 

S. J. Poarsall Saratoga Saratoga county. 

0. D. Hamilton York Livingston county. 

H. Barton Fellows. . • Sennett. Cayuga county. 

Henry M. Smith ..... New York New York county. 

C. Dunham New York New York county. 

Henry D. Paine New York New York county. 

W. H. Watson Utica Oneida county. 

A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga county. 

Horace M. Paine Albany Albany county. 

The Society adjourned to meet at 3 o'clock. 

Afternoon Session. 

Dr. S. S. Guy pesented a communication from the Kings County Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, containing a protest by Dr. B. Fincke, relating to 
recent action of the committee on publication. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine stated briefly the reasons which influenced the com- 
mittee, showing conclusively that they were not controlled by personal 
motives. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Clary, was adopted: 

Resolvedf That while we disclaim any disrespect to Dr. Fincke, we ap- 
prove the course of the committee, believing a different course would 
establish a precedent prejudicial to the best interests of the Society. 

At the suggestion of Dr. Morgan, the motion was afterward reconsidered, 
and the subject was referred to a committee consisting of Drs. L. B. Wells, 
L. Clary and S. S. Guy. 
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By the corresponding secretary : 

Besolvedf That the order of business be chanp^ed so as to require the 
officers elected at one meeting to continue in office until the close of the 
meeting following their election. Adopted. 
By Dr. Guy : 

Sesolvedf That the clause in the by-laws of the Society be changed so as 
to read as follows : 

"The Society may elect honorary members, non-residents of this State, 
not to exceed six in number in any one year, the names of such persons 
having been presented at least one year previous to their election. Honor- 
ary members shall not be entitled to vote at the meetings of the Society, 
or be subject to taxation." Adopted. 

The recording secretary presented a series of resolutions adopted by the 
Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society having reference to the 
recent discourteous action of the Broome County Allopathic Medical So- 
ciety, and the Allopathic school throughout the country. 

Dr. W. S. Searle read a communication, entitled *' Notes on the New 
Hemedies." The paper is designed chiefly' to show the utility of Cimicifuga 
SLd Gelseminum in the treatment of cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

Dr. John Younglove, late surgeon U. S. A., read a paper describing a 
post-mortem examination performed at field hospital, Sandy Hook, Mary- 
land. 

The Society adjourned to half-past seven o'clock. 

Evening Session. 

An extended discussion arose upon an inquiry whether all the permanent 
members elected by the Society were legally entitled to membership, and 
which terminated by the introduction of the following resolution by Dr. 
Morgan : 

Resolvedf That, at each annual meeting of this Society, it be the duty of 
the regular delegates residing in the several districts, to designate eligible 
candidates in their respective districts for nomination as permanent mem- 
bers. 
• By Dr. Henry D. Paine : 

Resolved, That the publishing committee be requested to include in the 
Transactions a suitable notice of the character and services of our late 
honored colleague, Dr. A. D. Wilson. 
By Dr. A. P. Cook : 

Resolved, That Dr. Jacob Beakley be requested to prepare a biographical 
notice of the late Dr. Ira R. Adams and Dr. J. W. Smith, for publication in 
the Transactions. Adopted. 
By Dr. H. D. Paine : 

Resolved, That the paper on medical education, by Dr. J. F. Gray, be 
referred to the publishing committee. Adopted. 

Dr. H. M. Paine, from the committee appointed at the last meeting to 
prepare a tabular nosology, reported a form, and offered the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the tabular nosology prepared by Drs. W. H. Watson and 
H. M. Paine, be referred to the committee on publication, with instructions 
to secure the publication in blank form of a sufficient nuifiber for the use 
of the Society. Adopted. 
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By the recording secretary : 

Eesolved^ That the committee appointed to consider and act upon the 
suggestions offered in the President's iuai\gural address, be requested to 
ascertain what legal enactments are required in order to secure an equita- 
ble proportion of the medical and surgical appointments in all our public 
charities and in the army and navy, with power to publish a suitable form 
for distribution as soon as may be practicable to the several county medi- 
cal societies in this State. 

On motion, Drs. E. Guernsey and II. M. Paine were added to the com- 
mittee. 

On motion, the report of Dr. Hawley, respecting the appointment of 
Homoeopathic physicians as medical examiners by life insurance compauies 
was taken from the table, and the following resolution offered by Dr. 
Morgan was adopted : 

Eesolved, That inasmuch as only seven of more than thirty companies 
transacting business in this State have failed to respond favorably to 
the interrogations of Dr. Hawley, and as there is still a duubt of the actual, 
position of the delinquent companies, it is deemed advisable to pursue the 
investigation and report at the next annual meeting. 

Dr. A. R. Morgan was appointed a committee to report at the next 
meeting. 

The recording secretary presented a communication entitled " Imparlance 
of Pathological Indications in the selection of the Proper Remedy ^ illustrated 
by the action of Tartar Emetic, ^^ by E. M. Hale, M. D., of Chicago, an honorary 
member of the Society. The secretary offered the following resolution, 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to Dr Hale, for his 
interesting communication and accompanying illustrations, and tliat a copy 
be requested for publication in the transactions. 

The recording secretary expressed great pleasure in presenting several 
very elaborately prepared papers, by Professor William Tod Helrauth, of 
St. Louis, an honorary member of the Society. These papers form a very 
valuable contribution to Homodopathic surgery, and being fully illustrated 
by photographs or good diagrams, will add very considerably to the appear- 
ance and usefulness of the third volume of transactions. • 

On motion of Dr. Wells the thanks of the Society were tendered to Pro- 
fessor Helmuth, for his able and interesting communications. 
By Dr. L. B. Wells, 

Resolved, That Dr. Carroll Dunham, having been previously nominated 
for permanent membership, be elected a permanent member of the Society. 
Adopted. 

The recording secretary read a letter from Professor C. Dunham, of New 
Fork, expressing a deep interest in the prosperity and usefulness of the 
Society, and regretting his inability to attend the meeting. He also read 
similar letters from Drs. H. M. Smith, B. Fincke and Professor Geo. D. 
Beebe. He also presented and read a letter from Dr. Elial T. Foote, of 
New Haven, one of the pioneers of our system, expressing a deep interest 
in the continued prosperty of the Society, bestowing a fatherly benediction 
upon its members, and exhorting all to labor harmoniously for the general 
advancement of the Homoeopathic system of medicine. 

Dr. H. Barton Fellows presented a proving of Phytolacca decandra. 
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Dr. S. S. Guy presented and read a report enlitled *' Anesthetics in 
Obstetrical Practiced 
By Dr. Morgan, 
Resolved, That the papers now in the bands of the committee on publica- 
tion, and that may be placed in their hands, be published at their discretion 
in the transactions of the society. 
By Dr. Guy, 
Jtesolved, That the thanks of this Society he extended to the retiring 

E resident and other officers for the able and faithful manner in which they 
ave discharged the duties respectively devolving upon them. 

By Dr. L. B. Wells, 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be extended to Dr. and Mrs. 
Cox, for the elegant and sumptuous entertainment provided for the mem- 
bers of the Society at their residence on Tuesday evening last. 
By Dr. Guy, 
Resolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to Mayor Perry for 
the use of the Common Council room during the sessions of the Society. 
By Dr. Guy, 
Resolvecl, That a committee be appointed to devise means for the pay- 
ment of a suitable salary to the recording secretary. 

The President appointed Drs. S. S. Guy, L. B. Wells and A. R. Morgan. 
On motion the Society adjourned. 

The next meeting will be held in the city of Albany, commencing on the 
second Tuesday in February, 186G, HORACE M. PAINE, 

Recording Secretary. 
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ARTICLE III. 

Address before the Homoeopathic Medical Sodetr of the State of New Tork. Bj Hkkbt 
D. Paine, M. D., President, dellTered May 10, 1864. 

It is one of the most remarkable things in the world, and at the same 
time, one of the saddest and most lamentable, that the practice of medicine, 
an art of daily necessity and of daily exercise, which most nearly affects 
the dearest interest of mankind, and to the improvement of which we are 
encouraged and impelled by the strongest motives of interest and humanity, 
of love for our neighbor and zeal for our profession — should, after a proba- 
tion of so long a period and a recorded experience of at least two thousand 
years, still remain, as it confessedly does in most respects, and as usually 
understood, an instrument of such doubtful and uncertain application. 

Admitting, as we must, that in the nature of things it is one of the most 
difficult of all arts — dealing with elements and phenomena the most complex, 
variable, subtle and uncertain. Admitting all this, it must nevertheless, 
seem strange to the thoughtful mind, that with opportunities of daily ob- 
servation, continued through so many centuries, and by so many interested 
and anxious observers, there should be so little, either in matters of fact, 
or theory, that can be considered as settled and established. 

The phenomena of health and disease, and the effects of drugs and all 
other agencies capable of influencing the human system, however intricate 
and obscure, are truly matters of observation; and it would appear reason- 
able that in the course of time — longer or shorter — some fixed principles 
concerning the manner in which these phenomena and these effects occur, 
should have been evolved and established, and the relations between them 
so recognized and defined as to be made available in the cure of the sick, 
the relief of the suffering and the prevention of disease. 

That the expectation, both moderate and reasonable, has not been ful- 
filled in any satisfactory degree, so far, at least, as the dominant and 
hitherto prevailing systems of practice are concerned, is evident. Not only 
have the wits and satirists of every age found in the uncertainties, absurdi- 
ties and inefficiency of medicine, abundant food for their ridicule and their 
sarcasm, but thoughtful and philosophic men, both in and out of the pro- 
fession, have admitted and deplored it^ low estate and tardy progress. 
There is scarcely a point relating to the nature of any disease or its proper 
treatment — or the nature, effects, and use of any medicinal agent, upon 
which there is not to be found the greatest diversity of opinion and practice 
among medical men. Not only do the writers of one age or country 
controvert and approve the views and practice of a previous era or another 
country, but cotemporaneous physicians of the same school and nation, of 
the same city or district, are far from being unanimous on these subjects. 
Nay, examples will readily occur to every physician here present, of pro- 
fessors in the same college, teaching doctrines and insisting upon principles 
utterly diverse and irreconcilable with each other. 
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Let us inustrate these remarks by an example. Among diseases that 
have been longest known and best described, none, perhaps, has received 
more attention, or been subjected to more extended observation, than 
Typhns Fever. A disease of acknowledsred severity, of frequent occur- 
rence and well marked symptoms, it has ever been studied with the closest 
scrutiny, and its nature, cause and treatment subjected to the ordeal of the 
roost critical investigation, and at times the sharpest controversy. The 
most learned physicians of every age have devoted their wisdom to its 
elucidation, and the volumes that have been written upon it in all languages 
would, of themselves, form an extensive library. The essential character 
and most appropriate treatment of a disease so long and thoroughly known, 
no important and so interesting, must, long ago, it would seem, have become 
«o well understood as to leave little occasion for further investigation or 
discussion. But a brief citation of the various opinions that have succes- 
sively prevailed on these points, even within the last fifty or sixty j'ears, 
will show that it offers no exception to the general statement respecting 
the instability of medical science. To avoid the suspicion of unfairness, I 
shall state the case in the language of one of the most candid and learned 
of Allopathic writers rather than my own: 

"At the termination of the last century," says Dr. Bostock,* "while the doc- 
trine of Culien was generally embraced, Typhus Fever was called a disease 
of debility, and was, of course, to be cured by tonics and stimulants. No 
sooner was it ascertained to exist than bark and wine were administered 
in as large doses as the patient could be induced or was found able to take. 
No doubt was entertained of their power over the disease; the only ques- 
tion that xaused any doubt in the mind of the practitioner was, whether 
the patient could bear the quantity that would be necessary for the cure. 
To this treatment succeeded that of cold affusion. The high character and 
literary reputation of the individual who proposed this remedy, its simpli- 
city and easy application, bore down all opposition, and we flattered our- 
selves that we had at length subdued the formidable monster. But we 
were doomed to experience the ordinary process of disappointment — the 
practice, as usual, was found ineflScient or injurious, and it was after a 
short time supplanted by the lancet. But this practice was even more 
short lived than either of its predecessors; and thus, in a space of less than 
forty years we have gone through three revolutions of opinion with respect 
to our treatment of a disease of very frequent occurrence, and of the most 
decisive and urgent symptoms.** 

And it may be added, that, the treatment of the disease referred to has 
not become a whit more settled and satisfactory since the above melancholy 
exhibit was written. Within the memory of most of us the calomel treat- 
ment, the beef-steak treatment, the saline treatment, the turpentine treat- 
ment and the do-nothing treatment, has each had its day of popularity and 
its zealous advocates, and its equally earnest opponents. 

What is true in regard to Tj'phus Fever might also be said with equal 
troth of almost every other disease with which humanity is afflicted. Con- 
siderations such as these have drawn from the most reputable writers 
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monrnful coDcessions of the general defects of the so called art of care' 
Says Boerhaave: " If we compare the good which half a dozeu true disci- 
ples of JBsculapius have done since their art began, with the evil which 
the immense numbers of doctors have inflicted on mankind, we must bo 
satisfied that it would have been infinitely better for mankind if medical 
npien had never existed/' 

The late lamented Dr. Abercrombie has well stated the case in the foK 
lowing remarkable language, which, although often quoted, deserves th<i 
sfsrioQS attention of the contemners of medical reform and innovation: 
''Since medicine was first cultivated as a science,'' says he, ** a leading 
object of attention has been tp ascertain the characters and symptoms by 
which internal diseases are indicated, and by which they are distinguished 
from otlier diseases that resemble them. But with the accumulated expe- 
rience of ages bearing upon this important subject, an extended observa- 
tion has only served to convince us how deficient we are iu this department,, 
and how often, even in the first steps of our progress we are left to conjee- j 

tore. An equal or even more remarkable uncertainty attends all our re* j 

searches on the action of external agents upon the body. These engage 
our attention in two respects, as causes of disease and as remedies, and ia 
both those views the action of them is fraught with the higheat degree of 
uncertmrUy.'^ And again, as with the keen edge of his truthful satire, he 
Ifiys bare the weak foundations of professional assumption, he continues: 
"When in the practice of medicine we apply to now cases the knowledge 
acquired from other cases, which we believe to be of the same nature, the i 

difSculties are so great that it is doubtful whether in any case we can pro- 
perly be said to act upon experience as we do in other branches of science. 
* * • The diflSculties and sources of uncertainty which meet us at every . 
stage of our investigation, arc, in fact, so great and numerous that those 
who have had the most extensive opportunities of observation will bo the 
first to acknowledge that our pretended experience mnst, in general, sink 
into analogy, and even our analogy, too often, into conjecture." 
. It would be easy to fill many pages and to occupy the whole time of thi» 
address with similar extracts from Allopathic writers of thp highest repu- 
tation of different periods. But these already quoted are surely a sufScient 
confirmation of the assertion that the boasted experience of the old systems 
has not, so far, resulted in the discovery and recognition of any fixed and 
settled principles of medical philosophy. And since medicine had a litera- 
ture there never was so little unanimity in the teacliing or practice of the 
profession as in our own day. There was a time, extending over hundreds 
of years, during which there was universal acquiescence in one system of phi- 
losophy, onfe doctrine of pathology, and one rule of practice. The writings 
of Hippocrates were, during those ages, held to contain the sum and sub- 
stance of all medical knowledge, and he was the best physician who under- 
stood best and adbered most closely to the teachings <»f that " father of 
medicine." The medical writers of those days nqver ventured to controvert 
in the slightest degree his opinions or his statements. To explain, to 
enlarge upon, to illustrate them, was considered all that the wisest and the 
miost experienced of his successors might presume to do. 

When at length it came to pass that the Hippocratic doctrine lost its 
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hold upon the mirds of men, and other systems and methods sncceeded 
it, the profession, till then a unit, began to break op into schools and sects, 
each claiming for itself a snperiority over all others, and too apt to denounce 
such as dared to think, or teach, or practice differently from the received 
authority. And the disintegration has gone on, in a sort of geometrical 
ratio, till in these latter days every physician claims to be independent, 
and prides himself upon the originality and pecaliarity of his views. Every: 
doctor forms bis own theory and builds up his own system to suit himself, 
according to his preconceived ideas, or, as he believes, from hi^ own expe-* 
rience; and one who should not profess to hold some notions different from 
hsa brethren would, very likely, be set down as a weak and servile imitator. 

If in this we see good reason for congratulation that modern physic ia - 
emancipated from the clogs and trammels of ancient prejudice, and undiie 
subjection to authority, we cannot but allow, at tlie same time, that it stall 
exhibits a state of sad nnsettledness and confusion. 

These remarks and animadversions have special reference to whiit may* 
be called the practical departments of medical science— those, namely, of 
Pathology, Therapeutics and the Materia Medica. For as they are of most 
immediate interest and concernment to us in the daily duties of our calling/ 
no unfortunately, it is in regard to them that we have most to lament the 
lack of well defined and established principles. 

This is the more remarkable when we consider the gi*eat progress made 
in such auxiliary sciences a» anatomy, chemistry and physiology, as are em* 
braeed in the idea of a complete medical education. For of them it cannot 
be said that they have not palrtaken of the impulse of modern iuvestigation 
and discovery, or that their earnest cultivation luM not been fruitful of 
grand results. No blanches of natural or experimental science have been, 
within these fifty years, more assiduously and successfully studied than 
these. 

The anatomist is no longer content with a knowledge, however full and 
exact, of the more obvious structures of the body, the bones, muscles, blood 
vessels, nerves, viscera, &c., in all their vaiious relations, but pursues his 
innestigations into the deeper recesses of their organization, with a zeal 
that can only be appreciated by tliose who know something of the difficul- 
ties to be encountered. There is no artery but has been followed to its 
farthest ramification; no nerve but has been traced through all its delicate 
thread-like windings; no tissue, or membrane, or fibre but has been sepa^ 
rated and displayed, and the form and arrangement of its ultimate struc- 
ture determined. Where the eye and the scalpel have failed, chemistry 
and the microscope have been summoned to carry out the inquest. Micro* 
scopical or minute anatomy has, in these later years, almost reached the 
dignity of a distinct science, wonderful in its accomplished revelations, but 
promising still greater results in the future. 

The achievements of modern chemistry, from their character and their 
extensive relations with other branches of science and the arts, are more 
generally understood and appreciated. They have, indeed, been of the 
most surprising description, and have elevated the science to a position as 
much superior to the alchemy of the middle ages, as modern astronomy is 
to the astrology of the same dark period. 
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If as much cannot be said of physiology, it is not from the want of dili- 
ICent and enthusiastic cultivation, but ratiier from the difficulties inherent 
in the science itself and the later period when correct principles of investi- 
gation were applied to it. It is indeed but a few years since a high autho- 
rity on this subject felt warranted in using such language as the following: 

'* Would that I could say of physiology — in the language of Bacon, ' the 
science of ourselves ' — ^that it has pursued the same course and undergone 
the same metamorphosis, as the physical sciences. But unfortunately this 
is not the case. Physiology is ^still in the minds of many, and in some of 
our books a mere work of the imagination. It has its different creeds, and 
opposite and contending sects. ^ "^ * In a word, it may be said to be the 
frame-work of a religion strangely filled with scientific terms." 

But under the influence of a more careful obseryation and rigid scruciny 
of facts, physiology is rapidly taking rank among the most progressive of 
its sister sciences. The functions of many organs and tissues have been 
ascertained — the circulation and composition of the blood — ^the seat and 
channels of sensation — the power and direction of the muscular forces — 
the phenomena of nutrition, secretion and reproduction — the processes of 
decay and transformation, have been demonstrated and described. 

But while we gratefully recognize the progress which these important 
sciences have made, and admire the proud position they haye reached, so 
much more marked is the contrast between them and those branches of 
' learning which are proper];' embraced in the term "Practical Medicine,'' 
which have to do with medicine as an art and a profession, and to the per- 
fection of- which those auxiliary and collateral studies are, or ought to be 
subservient. The yalue of anatomy, chemistry, botany, pharmacy, and 
other kindred branches, to the practising physician, consists in the advan- 
tage he derives from them in relieving and curing his patients in the 
surest, safest and easiest way. It is to this end and for this purpose that 
he has spent his years of pupilage in the laboratory and the dissecting 
room, and mastered the hard, dry technicalities of the schools. However 
interesting these studies may be in themselves (and none are more deserv- 
ing of cnltivation), how immeasurably more important would they be to ns 
as practising physicians, if by their means we were taught the mysteries 
of disease — its secret causes and its essential nature — or the most potent 
agencies for its removal, and the restoration of the sick to health and 
yigor. But it must be admitted that no such advantages to practical 
medicine have followed from the labors of the anatomist, the chemist, or 
even the physiologist, ns might naturally have been expected. Though 
they have wonderfully enlarged the boundaries of our knowledge in other 
directions, yet in the one point of greatest interest to us as a profession 
having the charge and responsibility of the sick upon our hands, they 
have almost entirely failed to enlighten us. The most accomplished anato- 
. mist has not yet been able to discover the essential nature — the proximate 
cause — of a fever, an inflammation or a neuralgia. The most expert chemist 
cannot conjecture why one drug acts upon the nerves and another on or 
through the bbod, nor why two poisons which may be almost identical in 
composition produce such varied effects. Nor can either of them answer 
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one in a thonsand the questions that concern the relations which drags and 
other agents bear to the human system in health and disease. So, while 
all other sciences grow apace, and in their progress and results excite our 
constant admiration, the science of Therapeutics and the art of cure yet 
linger far behind. 

The cause of this tardy advance in an art the most needful and the most 
important of all that relate to this life, may be found in the neglect of a 
true system and course of observation. Not but that there have always 
been anxious watchers of the phenomena which sickness, disease and death 
furnish to the world daily. But it is the misfortune of our profession, that 
in it there has ever been a supremacy of theory over fact, and a loose col- 
lation of experiences, not for the purpose of laying the foundation of a le- 
gitimate practice, but rather with the object of building up and fortifying 
systems preconceived. 

It is as true now as it was thirty or forty years ago, when it was asserted 
by the learned Dr. Todd that he felt himself " fully warranted by long and 
ample experience, in affirming that whether it be considered in its scientific 
relations, or in its practical details, no department of knowledge so urgently 
demands the wholesome reform of a close and scrutinizing induction." Or, 
as Dr. James Johnson asserts,* "much of the uncertainty, obscurity and 
difficulty which is encountered, has arisen, and continues to flow from the 
irrational manner in which medicine has been taught and studied. This no 
one can deny who is capable of forming any opi^iion upon the matter. * ♦ ♦ 
General inferences are drawn from particular* premises — individual cases 
are made the models of entire epidemics— effects are confounded with 
causes, and causes with effects, the sequent with the antecedent, and the 
antecedent with the sequent — resemblances are discovered where none 
exist, and points of difference are detected where more minute inquiry 
would have found nothing but accordance." 

If medicine is less a science of experience than other sciences, is it not 
owing to the fact, admitted by many candid writers, that the instrument 
and art of experience have never yet .been properly applied to it? There 
certainly does seem to be no reason why the medical facts that have been 
accumulating since the fail and to which each day adds a larger store, 
should not be subjected to the same rigid scrutiny, and brought within the 
grasp of inductive reasoning, and made to stand on the same footing as 
those of other sciences of observation and experiment 

It will not be denied that there are some impediments in the nature of 
the case, that render the application of these rules to medicine peculiailj 
difficult, but these can be overcome, it cannot be doubted, by the repeated 
labors of many, honestly and truly undertaken and persevered in. " If the 
method of observing was reformed, and the observation subjected to the 
assay of a searching induction," hopefully says Dr. Todd, " it is impossible 
to foretell what might be the happy results ; and certainly not before such 
a trial has been fairly made, is it allowable to say that medicine cannot be 
elevated to the rank of the other sciences." 

Even before these words were written, was this necessary and dosired 
reformation begun. For already was the foundation laid, and even the 
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saperstructure had taken ahape, of a system of practical medicine Unflt 
upoD pure observation and a rigid analysis. Discarding all preceding 
theorie£» and divesting bis mind, as far as possible, of all merely hypothetical 
preconceptions as to the nature of disease, and the relations of remedial 
agents to the human system, Hahnemann devoted his great gcuios to the 
development of a therapeutic law from a cautious comparison of authentic 
facts sifted from the husks and chaff of theory and conceit. 

It does not fall in with my design to entertain you with an account of 
thq rise, history and progress of Homoeopathy, or an exposition of its pria- 
fiples and peculiarities. The life and character of Hahnemann — the gradual 
pnfulding of hin great discovery-— the painful trials and iiupediinents with 
which the new method ba^ had to contend, and its present favorable positioa, 
would each be a fitting theme for the present Oceanian. But the discussion 
of these topics has so frequently engaged your attention both in the pro- 
ceedings of the Society and in the standard publications of our school, that 
I forbear to occupy your time on this occasion, with a repetition of fttate* 
ments and arguments with which my audience are already familiar. 

I shall content roj'self with saying, in this connection, that we claim for 
HomoBopathy that it fulfills the required conditions pf that long desired 
reform in medicine more completely than any system of treatment that has 
^one before it. It standi upon the platform indicated by the most candid 
and thoughtful minds, namely: that of a pure, cautious and repeated 
^observation, systematically pursued, and tested by experience. As the 
jesuU of proceedings so conducted, under the guiding genius of Hatiinemana, 
Jjas been evclvcd, that beneficent law of cure, expressed in the brief but 
comprehensive formula, Similia Simulibus Curantub, and which is destined 
to accomplish,* sooner or later, a complete revolution in medical philosophy 
and medical methods. It is no mere hypothef>is first formed in the ntind of 
the proposer and then defended by a partial and imperfect selection of 
proofs, like the multitude of fanciful systems that preceded it; but a legiti- 
mate deduction from authentic facts well weighed and compaied. 

The anuouncement of a discovery so important and fraught with conse- 
quences so momentous to medical science, by a man of the acknowledged 
high character and reputation of Hahnemann, conUi not fail to attract 
' attention. But it was not to bo expected, considering the usual fate of 
jsimilar discoveries, that a principle and the system built upon it necessarily 
involving a complete reconstruction of the art of liealing as heretofore 
^established,, would be accepted without opposition, denial and even ridicule. 
What treatment it has experienced at the hands of the profession, both in 
tlbe old world wliere it was first promulgated, and in this free land under 
more liberal and, as we claim, more enlightened political institntions, ib 
well known to all. 

Not only has the system itself been assailed with ridicule, but its advo- 
cates and practitioners have been subjected to obloquy, profesaional 
discourtesy, and all the enginery of vindictivoness. 

While we cannot pause to disprove every false allegation, or to confute 
.every sophistical impeachment that oar opponents may bring against us, 
it seems fitting on this occasion to notice an assault made by the AUopathjc 
Hedical Society of this State, speaking through its president, Dr. TbomM 
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'Hun, and published in a late volume of the " transactions" of that society. 
In his annual address deli veiled before the society in 1863, upon the "Influ- 
ence of the progress of Medical Science upori Medical Art," Dr. Hub 
"recognized the fact " that a great revolution in medical practice is goin^ 
on; that the notions which have prevailed, and to a great extent do still 
prevail, as to the objects and limits of our art, require great modifications, 
and that our pretensions in the healing of disease must be far more humbfe 
thart they have been." He exposes the falsre and mischievous assumptionis 
•of the '• regular" profession, and speaks of its " errors and impostures" ih 
language that would be considered as abusive if employed by one of 
another school. He justifies the ridicule of the satirists and the criticism 
of the grave, which have served, as he declares, "to expose our exaggerated 
pretensions in the cure of disease, and to show on how slight a foundation 
our routine of practice reposed." While he deplores "what has happened 
in the dark paths which we and our predecessors have trod," he is not less 
emphatic in asserting the necessity for a complete reconstruction of the old 
sj'stems of Therapeutics. 

It may readily be believed that the bold and emphatic expression of sen- 
timents like these from one holding so distinguished a position in thfe 
Allopathic ranks, would not fail to excite among his brethren feelings of 
dissatisfaction and alarm, as savoring over much of professional insubordi- 
nation and an impljed approval of HomcBopathy. So marked, indeed, wer'e 
the signs of disapprobation in certain quarters, that in order to counteract 
the not unnatural " misconstruction," whictt he admits some have fallen 
into, and to set himself right upon the record as an orthodox Allopathist, 
the doctor deems it necessary to append to his published address at attack 
upon llomoeopathy and its friends, in the form of a note, in which, among 
other things, he gravely discusses the important question, " Is Homoeopathy 
•quackery?" Of course, the anticipated answer to the question thus pro- 
potinded could only be in the affirmative, else why should it have been 
obtruded into the discussion; but those who heard or have read only the 
address, will be interested to learn by what pcAliar line of argument the 
predeternn'ned result is reached. 

It is foreign to my inclination to reply to attacks of this nature, and 
' under ordihary circumstances I should pass this one by unnoticed; but the 
position of Dr. Hun, as presiding officer of the Allopathic State Medical 
•Society, and his geticral reputation for liberality and learning, invest hia 
specifications with an importance which they would not otherwise possess, 
and seem to render some rejoinder desirable. I propose, therefore, to 
occupy the remainder of the time assigned to me by a review of the 
aissumptions of Dr. Hun in regard to Homdsopathy, as the latest phade 
which (he opposition to our science has assumed. 

Tlie animus of the assault deserves only a passing notice, as we can 
afford not to reciprocate it, but the logic emploved by Dr. Hun and the 
concessions made by him, are note-worthy indications of the present atti. 
tude of that controvcrny which agitates the medical world, and whidh 
especially keeps the old schools of practice iii a ferment of uncertainty 
and misgivings. 
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Dr. Hun admits the errorR and impostures of the ** regular^ profession; 
he admits that Homosopathists, as a class, are not chargeable with that 
sort of quackery which con»i8ts of dishonorable and indecorous profes* 
sional conduct; he admits that most of them ''have gone through a regular 
course of instruction, and have been pronounced by the proper boards 
qualified to practice," so they cannot be charged with gross ignorance; he 
admits that there are many "eminent lawyers, learned divines, shrewd and 
prudent merchants, who conduct their affairs with discretion," who are 
capable of *' forming a sound judgment on any subject, and who yet adopt 
the Homoeopathic system of practice for themselves and their families;" he 
admits that "a great many recoveries take place under Homosopathic 
treatment," and he allows also that " there is no fixed orthodoxy in medi- 
cine," and that, within Allopathic limits, "the common sense of the profes- 
sion docs not call a man a quack nor exclude him from association, simply 
because he is thought to be absurd and wrong-headed, nor even because 
he promulgates a system, which, like the exploded system of Brousais, is 
deemed false in reasoning and pernicious in practice." 

As HoD)(Bopathists we may feel under no particular burden of obligation 
for these concessions, extorted as they are by palpable facts from lips all 
.too reluctant to praise and all too ready to censure; but the "general 
world" of mankind may will adopt a vote of thanks to Dr. Hun for his 
exposure of what is not deemed quackery inside of the " regular profes- 
sion;" and it goes very far towards neutralizing all testimony from the 
same source against what fliay be denounced as quackery oulHide of the 
said " regular profession." For, by the showing of Dr. Hun, a roan may 
adopt and propagate a system which is regarded by his brethren as "false 
in reasoning and pernicious in practice," i. e., injurious or fatal to the 
patient; and yet the common sense of the profession will not suffer him to 
be called a quack, nor exclude him from association and recognition as a 
" regular," so long as he sails under Allopathic colors and maintains pro- 
fessional decorum. He is thus obliged to say, in substance, we cannot 
stigmatize any physician«s unworthy of public patronage and professional 
confidence, merely because he is so wrong-headed as to persist in a method 
which we see kills instead of cures, for then we should be obliged to brand 
a porti(m of our own number as quacks-— nothing is quackery which is 
scientific, and nothing is scientific unless it is Allopathic. 

What then, it may well be inquired, are the grave delinquencies of a 
system which, like HomoBopathy, is adopted and approved, and trusted by 
educated and conscientious men, (which, so far from being "pernicious 
and injurious," has proved \o be eminently safe and successful in practice) 
that it should be proscribed as quackery, and its practitioners denied the 
common courtesies of the profession that arc freely accorded to tho 
^'absurd and wrong-headed" Aliopathist? 

Dr. Hun holds the following language: "Though great latitude of 
opinion is tolerated in medicine, yet, to this, there must be some limits. 
The most opposite doctrines may be promulgated; the most opposite modes 
of practice may be proposed, and yet neither party claim the right to turn 
'the other out of the profession; but, alter all, there must be some show of 
sense or reason in these doctrines or this practice. There must, in fins 
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be some limits to the absnrdities which a man maybe allowed to maintain. 
Now, Homoeopathy passes those limits." 

Very good; there is such a thing as quackery; and both the profession 
and its patients have good cause for a wholesome horror of it. But what 
are those limits, beyond which if a physician passes he becomes a quack? 
Since, in Dr. Hun's opinion, mere fatal error, or the habitual sacrifice of 
the patient's interests to a false and pernicious system, does not militate 
against good fellowship with the' profession; since "the most opposite 
doctrines may be promulgated, and the most opposite modes of treat' 
ment may be proposed," without incurring the terrible charge of quackery, 
where is the boundary line? 

Dr. Hun proposes to find it at the point of self-evident absurdity, and 
he declares that Homoeopathy is justly obnoxious to the charge of quackery, 
because it passes beyond those limits It has no " show of sense in its 
doctrines, or of reason in its practice." *' It is so absurd and illogical 
that its refutation is difficult, only because logic cannot grasp propositions 
so utterly unreasonable." 

This is the dire offence which, in the judgment of Dr. Hun, merits so 
severe a sentence. Not because Homoeopathy is unsuccessful or injariousj 
not because its practitioners arc ignorant or uneducated; nor because they 
resort to dishonorable or unproftjssional ways of attracting attention or 
extending their practice, for none of these things are charged against us; 
but because it is self-evidently absurd. It might be unfounded in right 
reason, and unsafe— even "pernicious" — in practice; but if there were 
only some plausibility in it — " some show of sense or reason," it might still 
have escnped the censure so glibly passed upon it. But "absurdity" is 
such high treason against the whole medical fraternity, as at once to 
deserve the forfeiture of all professional rights. If any complain that an 
unwarranted discrimination is thereby made against us and our system, 
while "in the past we find many abxurd pretensions to blush for," as well 
as "many fatal errors to deplore," which, nevertheless, did not debar their 
authors from professional comity and respect — if any think it a little hard 
that we should be worse treated than the disciples of Broiisais who, 
"although their master was called abnuM and wrong-headed," ond his, 
now exploded, system was denouna^d as " false in reasoning and pernicious 
in practice," were never called quacks, nor excluded from association with 
the rest of the profession; they should remember the important and "self- 
evident*' distinction that those absurdities were not Homoeopathic, That 
makes all the difference. At least I think it would be difficult to discover 
any other. , 

The charge of " self-evident absurdity," although a convenient method of 
avoiding discussion, is not always conclusive as to the final judgment of 
mankind. It has often before been made in reference to ideas, discoveries 
and inventions, the truth and value of which time and experience have 
ultimately demonstrated and confirmed. In these days especially, when 
the developments in science and the arts are constantly obliging us to 
modify or completely change our former views, it behooves us not to be too 
bold in our denials, nor too hasty in denouncing as absurd, every thing that 
appears new or unasual. 
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Dr. Hun compliments Homoeopath j as having been " for twenty-five years 
the prevailing medical heresy." He allows that its practitioners have, as 
a class, **gone through a regular course of instruction, and have been pro- 
nounced by the proper boards, qualified to practice." He admits, as we 
have already se^n, that ** there is a class in which are found eminent law- 
yers, learned divines, nhrewd and prudent merchants, who conduct their 
affairs with wisdom and discretion, and who yet adopt the Homoeopathic 
system of practice for themselves and tiieir families ;" and he might have 
added, that in every community, where the system has been fairly repre- 
sented, its chief adherents and supporters are of that class. It is not among 
the ignorant and the uncultivated that it makes its first and its firmest 
converts. It is only by slow degrees that it gains the confidence of the 
lower classes, who are much more likely to estimate the value of a pre- 
scription according to its size, the number of its ingredients, its nauseoua- 
uess, or the immediate impression it makes upon the patient. But Dr. Hun 
knows perfectly well, or he may know if he will take a little pains to in- 
quire, that the patrons and upholders of Homoeopathy are everywhere, 
those who arc not only "eminent," "learned" and "shrewd" in their 
several professions and conduct their own affairs " with wisdom and dis- 
cretion," but that their very habits of weighing evidence, examining testi- 
mony, looking after their interests and regarding all subjects from a prac- 
tical, utilitarian and common sense point of view, enables them to form as 
sound a judgment on medical matters as those whose prejudices, instincts 
or interests lead them to adhere to the old routine. 

Now, is it altogether modest in Dr. Hun, or any man, to pronounce the 
sentence of " self-evident absurdity " upon a doctrine science, or practice, 
that is accepted, believed in, and trusted by men of this- class ? Nay, is it 
not the height of presumption f For twenty-five years Homo&opathy has 
been the " prevailing medical heresy." Its practitioners are men of regular 
medical training, have observed all the legal and usual requirements, have 
been pronounced by proper (Allopathic) judges qualified by education, 
moral character and decorous deportment, to assume the duties and respon- 
sibilities of a profession scarcely inferior in importance to any other. Who 
shall say that they are less qualified than others to form opinions on sub- 
jects of controversy, or that in changing th«ir views or adhering to this 
practice they have been infiucnced by more unworthy motives than those 
who, ivith or without examination of the subject prefer to remain Allopath- 
ists? Dr. Hun concedes the right of every man who has learned his pro- 
fession " to form opinions and adopt a practice according to the best light 
he can find." Is it not to be presumed that Homoeopathic physicians have 
extrrcised this right conscientiously and intelligentlyf 

For a quarter of a century, and more, many " learned," " shrewd,'' " emi- 
nent," "wise" and "prudent" men have been treated according to the 
method of tiiis ** prevailing heresy " — they have preferred it for themselves—- 
they have trusted to it those more dear than themselves — but they have 
not yet discovered its " self-evident absurdity." And is it not somewhat 
remarkable that a system so far " beyond the reach of logical refutation" 
because of its utter absurdity, without any unprofessional cr indecorous 
propagandism on the part of its advocates, withoat resort to dishonorable 
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,and dap-trap expedients to gain popularity, and in ^pite of the perristcat 
opposition of the so-called ''regular" profession, should for so many years 
have niaintained its liold upon the confidence of the pubUc, making converts 
from Allopathic ranks, extending itself in every civilized country, estab- 
lishing its dispensaries, hospitals and schools^ gaining in strength and i&- 
fluence where it has been longest known, and yet at this time bo more 
than ever, the prevailing medical heresy ? That the system is safe, eflBcieot 
and reasonable, we have the evidence of thousands of scientific, shrewd 
and thoughtful men, who have tried it in the crucible of actual experienpe 
for a series of years. , That it is "self-evidently absurd," wc have the as- 
sertion of Dr. Hun. 

That large and respectable portion of tne non-medical public — ^that it ia 
both large and respectable is conceded — who, after more or less experience 
and observation of. its benefits; discard the old system — who so far agree 
with Dr. Hun as to believe it '* unworthy of the age and the present con- 
dition of flcicuce,'' and clioose Homoeopathy instead as being more safe and 
successful — are excused for their defection on the general ground of igno- 
rance, notwithstanding their learning, their shrewdness, their prudence in 
ordinary affairs ; in regard^ to the merits of medical systems they are 
strangely uninformed and indifferent. **The truth is," says our author, 
*' these men neither believe nor disbelieve in the system. They have not 
taken the pains to examine into it, and do not kuow exactly what it is. 
Just as this same class of mentis in general, unacquainted with the medi- 
cal doctrines of the regular profession." 

What is it then that induces these otherwise discreet and prudent people 
to forsake the good old ways of Allopathic orthodoxy for this silly delusion, 
this "prevailing heresy" of Homoeopathy ? What strange hallucination 
beguiles these usually sensible men to trust their dearest interests to suoh 
a *' self-evident absurdity?" We need not go beyond this same address for 
a solution of the difficulty. Let us hear our learned author's explanation 
of it. " That which they do believe," says he, " is that sick persons, when 
treated according to the Homceopathic synU^m^ recover at least as well as 
wheri treated according to the regular practice, thus founding their judg- 
ment, not on the reasonableness of the system, but on what seems to them 
to be its fruits." Well, is not that a reasonable foundation for their judg- 
ment ? And ia not even tl>e unlearned and way-faring man competent to 
judge of medical systems as well as of moral character, by the fruits ex- 
hibited f But Dr. Huu has more to say on this subject. " It is within the 
recollection and experience of most of those here present, that no person, 
whatever might be his age or circumstances, was allowed by his physician 
to go through an attack of measles or scarlet fever, or indeed arty disease 
however grave or slight it might be, without being made to swallow a 
certain amount of nauseous and nauseating medicine which greatly in- 
creased the pain and discomfort of the sickness ; and the administration of 
this medicine was held out as absolutely necessary for safely. I««ow the 
HomoBopathist, in similar cases, is seen to give an infinitesinial dose in a 
palatable form, and fremember Dr. Hun is still on the stand] the palierU 
recovers equally welV^ Now if that is the case, that the comparatively 
^pleasant and gentle treatment of the one system is equally efficacious. with 
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the nauseous and distressing method of the other, why should not those 
who only seek to be cured naturally choose the pleasanter way of obtain- 
ing the desired relief, whether they understand the philosophy of the sys- 
tem or not. They may not know or care to understand the modus operandi 
of the remedies, but they are just as competent to appreciate their effects 
as a medical professor or even the President of a State medical society. 
What matters \t to the poor victim of intermittent fever whether the 
quinine that cures him does so by virtue of its action on the nervous sys- 
tem, upon the blood, the ultimate fibre, or the liver ; whether it acts as a 
tonic, or as an astringent, as an anti-spasmodic or an anti-periodic ; and is 
he not as well qualified to judge of its salutary effects as if he were fami- 
liar with all the various and conflicting theories on the subject that have 
been advanced during the last two hundred years ? Why should prudent 
and sensible men ignore the evidence of their senses, because they cannot 
or do not comprehend all the why and wherefore 7 

But if a " mere statement of the HomoBopathic doctrine is sufilcient for 
jts own refutation," with all rightly constituted minds, suppose Dr. Hun 
Inaugurates a holy crt]sade against the prevailing ignorance on medical 
subjects. A mere statement of the fundamental principles of the Homoeo- 
pathic way of cure could be embraced in a pamphlet of moderate size, and 
if widely disseminated might tend to dispel the general darkness. We 
would be happy to join in such a charitable enterprise, especially if it 
included a statement of the principles of Allopathy, and such an exposition 
of its advantages as might be derived from his own essay. I would 
respectfully suggest such extracts as the fcillowing from that interesting 
production : 

" Assailed from within and without, our profession presents the remark- 
able spectacle of an art sinking in public estimation and in the confidence 
of its own practitioners, while the science on which it is founded is ap- 
plauded for the conquests it is constantly making. It has even been said 
of us, as of the priests at the decline of paganism, that two physicians in 
the practice of their art cannot look each other in the face without smiling 
at the credulity of their dupes." 

** Nor is it among the public only that confidence in our art is impaired, 
for even in our own profession are to be found men remarkable for intelli- 
gence and scientific attainments who are led by their science to a state of 
practical skepticism." 

" In the past we find many absurd pretensions to blush for, and many 
fatal errors to deplore, and even in our own day a routine of practice still 
prevails which is unworthy of the age and of the present condition of our 
Bcience.*^ 

" There must be some cause for this error of the public, and we may 
safely assume that if our profession had been altogether worthy of confi- 
dence, it would not have been treated with distrust by men of intelligence 
and sound judgment, who are at least sincere in their choice ; for what 
they first of all wish for is the restoration of health, and not the gratifica- 
tion of any spite against oar profession.'^ 

** The success of Homoefopatliy, which for the last twenty-five years has 
been the prevailing medical heresy, has been due not to any merit of the 
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systeiD) bat to the previous errors and impostures of the regular profes- 
sion." 

'* In most cases there is nothing to be done but to watch the patient as 
the disease runs its course." 

''But the advocate of Homoeopathy replies to the explanation I offer : If 
nature suffices for the cure of these diseases, why is it that formerly, and 
even at this day, so much disagreeable medicine is given in ttiese very 
cases by physicians ? To this I know of but one answer : The profession 
has been and still is in error. Much of the medicine given was and is un* 
necessary and even hurtful." 

With this plain statement of the case, so easily made and spread before 
the public, all eager, as you well say,/" for the restoration of health, and 
not for the gratification of any spite against our profession," who doubts 
that the door of every intelligent household would soon be closed against 
Homoeopathic humbugs, since all persons, with rightly constituted minds, 
would prefer to be scientifically killed rather than absurdly cured. 

I am not willing, however, to concede so much ignorance on the part of 
the advocates and patrons of Homoeopathy as is taken for granted by Dr. 
Hun. I believe that the experience of the members of this society will 
sanction the statement that there is among the intelligent class of Homodo- 
pathic laity no small amount of information on medical topics, and a dis- 
criminating appreciation of the peculiarities and principles of the system 
they have espoused, as well as a much better acquaintance with the theo- 
ries and methods of our opponents than is usual among those who still 
adhere to the Allopathic regime. Several admirable expositions of the 
system of Hahnemann have been prepared by non-professional men. The 
able and satisfactory essays of Eustaphieve, Everest, Wilkinson and others 
of this class, have rendered important assistance in extending a knowledge 
of our principles and treatment; while various familiar treatises of like 
character by physicians have been written and published to meet the popu- 
lar demand. 

As Dr. Hun disposes of the doctrine of Homoeopathy by this summary 
sentence of self-evident absurdity, and so refuses to reason concerning its 
truth, we are bound to conclude that he has disposed of its facts in the 
same way, and by refusing to receive them as evidence. The assumption 
that our doctrine is absurd, has compelled him to the consequent assump- 
tion that our practice is futile. He cannot repeat against Homoeopathy 
the charge of being pernicious and dangerous, as he allows mucli of the 
practice of his own school to be. Our dose is too small for that, it is sim- 
ply powerless, a nothing, a cheat. We make our patients believe they 
have swallowed medicine when they have only tasted sugar, or water! But 
still the facts, the countless cures alleged to be wrought in our practice, 
and attested by so many competent witnesses in all classes of society, 
must be somehow resolved into fancies and phantoms, or they may seem 
like evidences to rebut the charge of self-evident absurdity. And how is 
this to be done 7 Dr. Hun has found a method of explaining our apparent 
success, viz: Homoeopathy counts among its cures only those cases in 
which recovery would have taken place without medicine. It creates a 
reputation out of nothing " by giving frightful names to mild diseases,^' (a 
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trick which, by his own showing, we might hare learned from the *' rega- 
lars," who, as he suggests, often leave on the mother's mind the impres- 
sion when a child has recovered from spasmodic croup ** that if the doctor 
had not diligently used remedies it would have passed into membranous 
croup.") And so he leaps to the predetermined conclusion required by his 
theory of absurdity, and sweeps all recovery under our treatment into the 
same category of* mild diseases." The cases given over to death, or too 
malignant to be reached by any art or agency of Allopathy, and yet made 
every whit whole by the absurdity of infinitesimal doses, are conveniently 
left out of the account. Authentic reports of some chronic disease success* 
fully treated according to this method, after the patient bad spent all his 
living upon the old school of physicians and was nothing bettered, but 
rather grew wor. e, are aceessable to Dr. Hun at any time when his mind 
may be open to conviction. Yellow fever is not generally ranked among 
Dftild diseases, yet in 1843 the Trustees of the Mississippi -Asylum, at 
Natchez, after a fair trial of both systems, felt obliged to dismiss Allopathic 
treatment altogether in that disease and adopt Homoeopathy exclusively. 
Cholera is not yet accounted a mild disease, yet statistics from different 
hospitals in Europe and America show that when Allopathy was losing 
from 46 to 15 per cent, of its cholera patients, our practice was losing from 
13 to 33 per cent. And are the families which patrtmize Homoeopathy pecu- 
liarly favored with exemption from malignant and violent sicknesses? Does 
it not occur to some " well constituted minds " that among the many 
"shrewd and prudent " people who have accepted us throngh a term of 
years as their family physicians, there ought to be now and then one whose 
intelligent solicitude for the relief of his suffering household would sharpen 
his eyes so as to see that our remedies are powerless t 

At the outset Dr. Hun virtually, though unwittingl)*, acknowledges him- 
self disqualified to testify concerning the merits or demerits of our system. 
The convenient and easy charge of self-evident absurdity, carries with it 
not only a refusal to reason or bo reasoned with, but also a confession that 
the matter has not been deemed worthy of any other than a superficial 
examination. This is a confe:ssion of ignorance arising from prejudice or 
prejudgment — a confession of mental condition which utterly unfits any 
man to express or even form an opinion on any given subject. Newton's 
rebuke to Ilalley was severe as courteous, '*I have studied this matter, 
you have no/t." Solomon's rebuke to that self^uflficiency that presumes to 
pronounce judgment without examination, is somewhat sharper, '* he that 
answercth a matter before he heareth it, it is a shame and folly unto him.'' 
Dr. Hun is a man of wide and various knowledge; I do not seek to discredit 
bis judgment in matters of which he is competent to speak, but of Homoeo- 
pathj it may be both a misfortune and a fault that ho is wholly ignorant. 

Is not this a marvel in the history of a great and beneficent science? A 
hondred men having brought all their wit and wisdom to tile work of testing 
an alk*gcd improvement, unanwnously speak out of their personal know- 
ledge, and as unanimously declare that this alleged improvement is real 
Bfad worthy of acceptation; they affirm that it is founded in truth and jus- 
tified by experience^ Another hundred, equally interested in the object of' 
the improvement, not only refuse to examine for themselves or to receive 
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the teBtimony of otherB, but denounce a» knaves and fools those who com- 
mend the improvement to public notice. 

I have no defence to offer to the Doctor's charitable hypothesis by which 
bo accounts for our adoption of a system so absurd, illogical and unreason^ 
able in tlie following terms: ''Those who are capable of makiug advance 
in science do not adopt such a system except for the sake of money/' As 
Allopathic physicians are never known to charge anything for their profes- 
sional services, the full and undivided force of this blow falls on us with 
crushing weight ! 

But Dr. Hun has y^t another and mdre serious ground of accusation against 
the object of his assault. Its principles are not only irrational, illogical aiid 
i^bsurd, its pretended success in practice illusory, its practitioners mercenary 
and dishonest, and its learned, shrewd and prudent dupes ignorant of the 
theory to which they trpst their health and lives. It is not only all this, but 
more than this; Homoeopathy is recroant to the traditions of tlie profession. 
According to tliis authority ''the Honxeopathic system discards the whole 
body of medical science as constituted by the labors of successive genera- 
tions, and founds the art of healing on something entirely different from 
this science.'' 

Suppose that it were true. Two suggestions immediately occur to the 
mind as a counterpoise to this indictment, or at least as an extenuating 
plea. The first in, that neither to the humane and conscientious physician, 
nor to his sick and suffering patients, can it be of much importance whether 
the method of treatment pursued ac-cords with the traditional notions of 
the schools or not, if only it is successful. I understand that it is the chief 
duty of the medical man to consult, first of all, the interests of the sick 
who may be entrusted to his care, rather than to vindicate any particular 
theory however plausible it may appear to be; and thsithe is bound to cure 
them, if he can, by the surest and most expeditionsfmeans available. No 
matter whether those means are consonant with his accepted hypothesis or 
no, if he has sufficient testimony to their efficacy and superiority, he has no 
right to deny his patients the advantage of their application. Not he who 
adheres most rigidly to the dogmas of his accepted theory, or blindly fol- 
lows his syslem through thick and thin, is most likely to deserve the con- 
fidence of his patients, but rather he who, rising above mere hypothesis, is 
willing to acknowledge the supreme logic of facts whether they tend to 
confirm or contradict his preconceived ideas. 

The aecotkd suggestion that naturally occurs to any one who has care* 
fully followed the doctor's argument is, that even though the charge con- 
tained any real force» it comes with an ill grace from one who has just 
laid himself open to the same imputation. In the coarse of his address. 
Dr. Hun has freely indulged in animadversions on the errors and abuses, 
the baseless theories and pernicious modes of treatment prevalent in his 
branch of the profession, and has asserted, without qualification, the 
neoQssity of departing from the worn-out systems so long followed, and a 
reconstruction of therapeutical tenet& more conformable to the advanced 
and improved condition of modern science. It would be difficult to mention 
any notion or principle heretofore heM and accepted as a part of any medi- 
cal creed, that he does not, either directly or by implication, repudiate- 
and deny — any recognized mode of treatment that he does not scoff at as 
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nugatory or injurious. Even the idea, universally received and acted 
upon by all medical authority in every age, that diseases are curable by 
medicines, he pronounces a "pestilent heresy.** We have seen that, 
according to his own statement, "the most opposite doctrines may be 
promulgated and the most opposite methods of treatment may be pro- 
posed," without the risk of professional excommunication. We are also 
informed that " there is no fixed orthodoxy in medicine,'' and that " each 
man, having learned his profession, is allowed to form opinions and adopt 
a practice acccording to the best light he can find." What to him, as he 
passes the actual state of the profession in /review, are4he old axioms, the 
established methods, the stereotyped routine of his own school and its 
practitioners? Now, he carricatures the absurdities which he holds up to 
view, and now brands with a darker character the faulty and injurious 
practice which he stigmatizes as it deserves. He discards, without hesita- 
tion, the most venerable and cherished opinions, and looks forward to the 
establishment of new and better principles of medical procedure. 

Now, having gone thus far, he may not be bound to accept Homoeopathy; 
but we hold that he is obliged to exonerate it and its professors from the 
trammels of an effete system, which he himselfs rejects. Refusing himself 
to be restrained by the tenets of preceding systems, and proposing prin- 
ciples of treatment which, whether true or not, are utterly incongruous 
with the traditional teaching of any age, I submit that he, at any rate, 
cannot, consistently, charge any system with quackery or irregularity on 
the ground that it also ignores those traditions. 

But the truth is, so far as Homoeopathy is concerned, that the accusation 
is unfounded, and Dr. Hun wastes his ammunition when he directs against 
the system of Hahnemann the charge of disregarding the traditions of 
medical science to found a science ab ovo. We recognize the truth equally 
with him, that " every great catholic doctrine has its roots in the past," 
and that every science has its traditions, the slowly gathering results of 
manifold strivings after truth — often obscured and overlaid with error and 
crude conceits — often mixed with vague speculations — and sometimes well 
nigh lost and forgotten — but still the legitimate basis of all subsequent 
improvement. Instead of discarding those traditions, Hahnemann's great 
discovery reconciles all that was true in their seeming contradictions, and 
illuminates what was dark in their applications by solving that primal 
qnestion which has been the perplexity of all the past. So far from being 
without " roots in the past," it is the ripest fruit of all previous experience 
and inquiry. " Not to destroy, but to fuUfil," wa§ Hahnemann's mission, 
for while his system abolishes and supplants a useless, cumbrous and out- 
worn medical ritual, it does yet preserve and exalt, in sublime and simpli- 
fied form, all that was true and beautiful and good. 

Dr. Hun charges against Homoeopathy that, " although the system has 
been in existence more than half a century, and has been well known over 
the world more than thirty years, so that a medical generation has grown 
up under it, yet it cannot show a single improvement in medical science 
by one of its professors." Indeed! and is it no improvement in medical 
science to have discovered and verified its own fundamental principle? Is 
it no improvement to have multiplied the facilities of medical art? Does 
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tlie vast task of reorganizing the Materia Medica, legitimating the selec- 
tion of remedial agents by the collection of countless cases and oft^n by 
experiment upon our own bodies, paiis for nothing with a devotee of science, 
who can yet afford to rejoice over microscopic discoveries in a fungus? In 
the body of his address our essayist laments and deplores the defective 
condition of practical medicine; compared with the brilliant results attained 
in the correlative sciences, he admits that the view of the practical side of 
the question is far from flattering. The established and inevitable treat- 
ment of a few years ago he scruples not to impugn as ^'barbarous/' and adds 
that, *' even in our own day a routine of practice still prevails, which is 
unworthy of the age and of the present condition of our science." Now 
it is just in this department — on all hands confessed to be the weak point 
in the profession, and the most essential — that the discovery and applica- 
tion of the HomcBopathic law of cure is destined to accomplish the most 
splendid results. Great as has already been the improvement effected in 
therapeutics by its partial adoption and limited development, far more 
important advantages to suffering humanity may, assuredlj^ be anticipated 
when the resources of the system are better understood and more widely 
extended. Surely it would seem that every well intended effort, however 
foeble, towards improvement, when improvement is so much needed, ought 
to be encouraged rather than decried. And are we to have no credit either 
for having compelled Allopathy to revise and ameliorate its own methods? 
For, 1 suppose, it will not be denied that, whatever modifications have been 
introduced into the old school medical treatment, during the last thirty 
years, tending to increase its usefulness, or, at least, to mitigate its 
inflictions, have been in great part due to the influence and example of 
Homoeopathy. 

While frankly admitting that we have as yet done little for the further- 
ance of medical science in some directions, we claim to have more than 
balanced the account by our diligent pursuit of a new department of 
inquiry which has yielded practical results of the highest i^nportance to 
humanity, and is destined to effect still greater achievements in the future. 

We recognize the great value of all knowledge which gives the physician 
a more intimate acquaintance with the mysteries of life, its instruments, 
its processes and its relations to external nature; yet we shall be Bble to 
excuse those treasure-hunters who are comparatively negligent of grains 
of silver because they are finding nuggets of gold. Of the absolute value 
of Anatomy, Physiology, Animal Chemistry, &c., there is no question: 
concerning their relative value, no one knows better than Dr. Hun, that 
there is room for honest difference of opinion. A certain degree of know- 
ledge in these and all cognate sciences is indispensable to the physician as 
mathematics to the pavigator; but the most skillful anatomist, or the best 
read physiologist or expert chemist, is no more sure to be the most suc- 
cessful clinical practitioner, than the best mathematician is to be the safest 
seaman. Few physicians in active practice can pretend to keep even with 
the rapid advances in either of these branches of knowledge. Even the 
limited acquaintance with them that enables a candidate to pass examina- 
tion, grows rusty with years, their technical details fade out of the memory, 
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or are crowded into the background by the more practical and pressing 
facts to'be fnet and mastered in every sick-room. 

Wc, ueTercheless, protest against the injustice which charges us with 
indifference to any department of inquiry which can have any bearing^ 
however remote, on the progress and improvemenl: of our art. It could 
hardly be expected, however, that in its first half-century, Homceopathy 
should outstrip the pi:otfTes»«<mide by Allopathy in three thousand years, espe- 
cially in those dii;^Qt)(mrpurs^d by both schools in common, and for which 
the older had p^st s^onopoly of facilities. Nor is it to our discredit 
that we have ti6i/heen ^pt bta\false pride 'from availing ourselves of the 
help which cojrm from^he/ nwp's labors* The very fact that the old school 
institutions iffil 8(j^)agpt ^If^esparing of success in Therapeutics, are 
pushing theivQsear^s fn s^^Ql'dinate and collateral branches, and that 
the rich resulife^f their aev^ii/n have become public property, spares ns 
the need of s«^^udv ind^pi^;^ent effort, and permits us to pursue, with 
undivided dilig^i^e^Our Appointed task of enlarging the Materia Medica, 
verifying its apptlx^fttitmto disease, and developing and extending the 
resources in our possession. 

We will be no party to a needless quarrel. Homceopathy would walk 
side by side with Allopathy in the paths of general science, in the pursuit 
of anatomical knowledge, and in honest endeavor to mark and classify the 
symptoms peculiar to every form of disease. Whatever 13 known ov 
knowable in the departments of Physiology, Pathology, Diagnosis, 
Hygiene, &c., must be appropriated with genuine satisfaction as common pro- 
perty and of equal interest to sensible medical men of every school. We 
trust that all that deserves the name of science is sought as sincerely, and 
accepted as freely and gratefully by as as by those who deem it meritorious 
to denounce us as unscientific pretenders. 

In short, Honioeopathy differs from all preceding schools in iia principles 
and practice of medicine^ and not in respect of general knowledge, nor iu 
its recognition of physiological and correlative facts. 

And it would be quackery indeed, did we affect any peculiar exemption 
from ,the danger of misapprehending disease. Whatever uncertainty 
attends diagnosis, whatever embarrassments grow out of obscure and 
peculiar conditions of the patient, hereditary tendencies, temperament^ sex^ 
psychological or climatic influences, we share in common w^ith others. So 
far as the operation of medicine is modified or neutralized by unobserved 
or undiscoverable causes, all administration is helpless. We are hindered 
in our work accordingly, and we should be foolish indeed, not to welcome 
from any and all sources light on these shadowed paths. 

But what we claim in advance of our rivals is this, that when a Homoso- 
pathic physician has once made a true diagnosis, or a complete digest of 
symptoms, he has a sure rule to guide him in the selection of a remedy^ 
and unless the symptoms are wholly new, so as to indicate no remedy yet 
included in the Materia Medica, or unless the nature of the disease renders 
a cure impossible, or unless he be defeated by the folly of nurse or patient, 
he has a right to be confident of success, and that this confidence rests on 
a rational, scientific basis — on the uniformity of relation between cause 
and effect. If he suffer from uncertainty it may be from the dijQBiculty of 
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acquiring the necessary information, but never from misgiving as to the 
principle that should govern its treatment. Whereas abundant proof 
might be deduced from physicians whose eminent attainments and extended 
experience, render their testimony unimpeachable, that Allopathy condemns 
its most conscientious practitioners to the double torture of uncertainty 
concerning the disease, and uncertainty concerning the true principle of 
treatment after the disease itself is known. And this torture iacreases 
with increasing experience. As Dr. Hun himself mildly expresses it, 
'* after a career more or less prolonged, some look back with painful doubts, 
whether, upon the whole, their art has been of service to mankind.?' But 
we might fill pages with the testimony of men foremost in the ranks of 
Homoeopathy — men whose convictions brought theni from the old school 
where they had enjoyed reputation and respect— all going to show that the 
beneficent and beautiful results of their daily practice furnish cumulative 
proof of the correctness of the fundamental law affirmed by Hahnemann, 
proof of precisely the same quality as that which assures the chemist of 
the uniformity of nature's operations. Of course there is room for per- 
petual progress in the development of our knowledge and resources; but 
being once certain of the path, we can go on towards perfection with hope- 
i'ul steps. Wo may challenge Europe and America to produce a single 
instance in which a clear-headed and duly qualified physician of our school 
has ever thrown up his profession from that kind of disgust which leads 
many an eminent physician to exclaim like the one quoted by D'Alembert: 
"I am tired of guessing.'' 

Let us then improve this occasion by a renewal of mutual congratula- 
tions, that our increasing experience is an increasing pleasure, since we 
find ourselves the honored instruments of Providence in conferring con- 
tinual benefits on our fellow-beings, in relieving human suffering, thereby 
exercising our own spirits in those high offices of good will which make 
our profession, when wisely and conscientiously followed, suggestive of 
that celestial ministry which we may hope to share in the immortal life. 
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ARTICLE IV. 

Comiminications entitlod: "^ 

A. Anchylosisof the tern pero-maxillary articulation. 

B. Amputation of the tongue. 

C. Stricture of the oesophagus. 

D. Extirpation of the nasal process of the superior maxillary bono. 
£. Restoration of a portion of the upper lip. 

F. Extirpation of the entiro half of the inferior maxillary bone. 

G. Caries of the elbow joint. Suoccssful amputation. 
H. Rare case of hepatic abscess. 

By William Tod Hblmuth, M. D., of St. Louis. Professor of Surgical Anatomy 
in the Homoeopathic Medical College of Missouri. 

To the Menibera of the New York Slate HomoBopatkic Medical Society: 

Gentlemen — In the honor and the compliment you have conferred upon 
me in placing me among the members of your respected body, you will 
accept my thanks. There can bo no higher source of gratification to the 
aspiring physician than the approbation of his brothers in medicine, and 
while I feel that I am almost unworthy of the honorary position in which 
unsolicited I have been placed, yet being there, I have felt it my duty to 
offer for your consideration a paper on some subject that may prove inte- 
resting to this Society. My regret is in the fact that my engagements pie- 
vent my being with you in person, and therefore while I by proxy offer my 
contribution to your proceedings, I am sustained by the hope that at some 
future time we may personally interchange those views and experiences 
which render these gatherings of such import to the scientific Homoeopa- 
thists of the United States. 

Surgery is in the main neglected by most Homoeopathists, and yet it ia 
my belief that surgical details are generally pursued with much interest 
by the members of our school. I know also that thdre are some who would 
ignora it entirely if it were possible so to do ; and indeed for myself, it 
would be much more satisfactory if we cure those injuries and diseases 
which require the use of the knife, with medicines exhibited in accordance 
with our law of cure. Unfortunately such is not the case ; and while Ho- 
moeopathy vastly modifies and improves the after treatment — while it may 
and does in very many instances prevent the actual recourse to the knife, 
still our pellets will not set the fractured arm, nor will the dilutions reduce 
A dislocation. The internal administration of medicine will not cure an 
aneurism, nor will it cause a vesico vaginal fistula to heal ; therefore there 
must be some surgery to be done, and some one must be prepared to do it. 
It is to the consideration of several interesting surgical cases that I 
would call the attention of this Society, because they are possessed of 
much interest from their rarity, and though some of them have been from 
time to time given to the profession through the medium of our journals, 
yet I have thought that if I could collect several of the most interesting, 
and place them well illustrated before the members of the Society, that it 



Fi^l. 



•-'C 




'^---i-.r^'^i-^ 



/i/ickyljosis cfthe in/trier musdllary bone vdth. considmUU destniclitm of 
ihf ao/t parts. 77ie fiuepnsenied even it nvate luukffhlly ofpearatwe. tJuuv is re - 
pnesejifedm ike plaie The de^rmily had eaisied /or many years, and. resulted 
/rom^ the aiaae ofmercary. The paHent had iroaghi stuf a^inst the. physician who 
admimslrred the poison, and had recovered heasrdamatfes, hut etther /ortu/uUe^j 
or itnSrlunaidy the docler ched heJire the smt was qmie campleted. 



AKCHTLOSIS OF THE INFERIOR MAXILART BONE. 53 

might add in a slight measure to the completeness of the proceedings. 
Witli these few words of comment, and with a renewal of my respect and 
thanks to your body, you will permit me to offer my paper for your con- 
sideratiofi. 

Very respeclfully, your obedient servant, 

WM. TOD HELMUTH. 



Anchylosis or me Inferior Maxillary Bone, of Seven Years Duration. 

Anchylosis of the lower jaw may occur in three localities: 

1st. The head of the condyle may become fixed in its glenoid cavity. 
This is the most frequent form, examples of which are recorded by Sandi- 
fort, Blaudin, Crnveilheir, Howship, Holscher, Hyrtt, and others. 

2d. The coronoid pr<^)cess may become attached to the zygomatic arch; of 
this but two observations are recorded (Museum of Anat., vol. iv), and by 
Sebastian in his essay on anchylosis, published at Groningen, 1826. 

3d, Alveolar processes may become conjoined; of these there are four 
examples on record, which arc to be found in Walther^s Museum Anatomy, 
in Rust's Magazine and in Bennett's, cited from Kunholz, and in the British 
and Foreign Medico-Chirurgical Review. 

Of the fifteen cases of anchylosis collected by Dr. Lewis, both sides of 
the jaw were affected in seven cases, and one side in eight. In the three 
examples of osseous connection of the alveoli, the incisors were somewhat 
separated. It has been supposed by Cruveilheir and others that anchylosis 
of one side entails that of the other by the complete immobility it induces; 
but in seven of the fifteen cases quoted, the joint on one side remained 
quite free. How little prolonged immobility is a cause of anchylosis may 
be judged by the case now recorded, in which it had continued seven years, 
and by others in which it had lasted for nearly a quarter of a century. 

This immobility of the inferior maxillary bone, causing closing of the 
jaws, is an affection which fortunately is of comparatively rare occurrence; 
and as gradually the employment of poisonous doses of mercury is becom- 
ing unfavorably regarded by the Allopathic portion of the profession, there 
is no doubt that such unfortunate occurrences will be still less frequent. 

Speaking of this deformity Dr. Gross (Operative Surgery, vol. ii, p. 684) 
remarks: '*Thc most common cause, according to my observation, is pro- 
fuse ptyalism, followed by gangrene of the lips, cheek and jaw, and the 
formation of a firm, dense, unyielding inodular tissue, by which the lower 
jaw is closed and tightly pressed against the other. (Vide, Fig. 1.) Such 
an occurrence used to be extremely frequent in our southwestern States 
during the prevalence of the calomel prcclice, as it was termed, but it is now 
fortunately rapidly diminishing.* 

The same author appears to have encountered quite a number of such 
cases during his residence in Kentucky, and, upon referring to Dr. Mott's 
record, which he has published in the appendix to Velpeau's Surgery, it will 

' • The iUUos are not in the original text, bat are inserted here to oaU the attention of the 
reader to a eandld eonfeasion. 



64 89ATE HOMaeoPAtmC MEDiCAL SOCIBTY. 

be found that many pensons suflTering from this affection who applied to him 
for relief, resided in the southern and westeni pprtions of the United States. 
The prevalence, therefore, of such disorders in the west and south, can very 
truly be attributed to the too free exhibition of mercurials in the fevers 
peculiar to those sections of conn try. ^ 

Besides these abuses of mercury just referred to, other causes may be 
enumerated, as anchylosis of the tempero-maxillary articulation, in conse- 
quence either of arthritic disease or traumatic lesion, in either of which 
cases an effusion of plastic element may be thrown out around the joint, 
which finally may be converted to cartilaginous or osseous formations, ef- 
fectually impeding the motion of the jaws. Again, the pressure of a neigh- 
boring tumor may produce a similar result, and an entire osseous connection 
may take place between the jaws in any part where the previous disease 
has manifested itself, cither between the ramus of the inferior and the boss 
of the superior maxillary, or between the alveolar processes; or, as Mott 
observes, *' by means of a bony plate which extends from the coronoid pro- 
cess to the superior maxillary bone." 

From no matter which of the above mentioned causes the closure pro- 
ceeds, it is certainly a difficult and tedious affection to trea^ and the prog- 
nosis at all events very doubtful. A patient presents Jiimself with very 
imperfect speech, partial or total immobility of the jaws, the gums, cheeks 
and iips grown firmly together with considerable deformity of the chin, and 
says to you or rather endeavors to say to you, " Doctor, what can you do 
for me ?" If the physician understands his calling, is acquainted with 
surgical literature, and the experience of those who have treajted such dis- 
eases, he will say, " I don't know." The humiliation of such a confession 
will not be of long duration, and will be infinitely more pleasing to the 
poor patient than a broken promise of immediate and permanent relief. A 
prognosis cannot be hastily formed in such cases, because it is impossible 
to state certainly, by what means above mentioned the jaws are closed j 
perhaps it may be one, perhaps another ; or, as in the case about to be re- 
corded, two or three substances may firmly unite the maxillad. In his 
chapter on this subject, Dr. Mott says, " It is in our opinion an important 
surgical subject, and especially so since it is one which is frequently very 
difficult to treat." Gross, also, in his article, writes as follows : When 
the immobility depends upon the presence of inodular tissue, the proper 
remedy is excision of the offending substance, an operation which is both 
tedious, painful and bloody, and unfortunately not often followed by any 
but the most transient relief, owing to the tendency of the parts to repro- 
duce the adhesions, however carefully and thoroughly they may have been 
removed. ***** The great difficulty, however, is the obscurity 
of the diagnosis. 

In general, however, it may be considered that the joint is affected with 
spurious anchylosis, true synostosis not having occurred within the capsule, 
while along some portions of the bone osseous connections may have been 
thrown out, while, nevertheless, muscular contractions, fibrous tissue, cic- 
atrices, or even fibrous degeneration of the articular cartilages, may hold 
the jaw perfectly immovable. In the diagnosis of such cases it is well to 
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bear in mind thetadvice of Brodharst,* who thus writes: "False anchylosis 
is the rule ; it is so common, that adhesions shoald always be held to be 
fibrous until they are proved to be bony. Immobilily alone is not a sign 
of synostosis ; it not unfrequently exists where the adhesions are fibrous. 
And even where chloroform has been administered immobility may be as 
^eat as before. • • * ♦ * Whenever the muscles can be thrown 
into action, so as to render the tendons prominent and tense about a joint, 
the adhesions are not bony.'' 

With these remarks upon the affection, we will proceed to the details oi 
the case, presuming, however, that in many instances, when there is com- 
plete immobility of the tcmpero-utaacillary articuIsB, there also existii 
more or less deformity of the face, and sometimes quite hideous appear- 
ances presented by former loss of the soft parts in the vicinity of the 
mouth. 

Mary C , a resident of a small town in the interior of Illinois, was 

sent to me by a physician of that State, to ascertain if any means could be 
devised to alleviate her condition, which certainly was extremely dis- 
tressing. 

About nine years ago she supposed herself to have been severely sali- 
vated. At all events, from cross-questioning, I learn that there was pro- 
fuse ptyalism, and to use her own expression, " a great sore appeared on 
the inside of the right cheek," the gum being affected and the bone 
involved. Her friends state that her life was one of acute and continued 
suffering for two years, during which period there was a constant discharge 
from the diseased surfaces, of a thin, sanious fluid, of such offensive char- 
acter, that she was disgusting to herself and her attendants, and an object 
of pity to all who were acquainted with her condition. For about twelve 
months all efforts to heal^his ulceration proved ineffectual, until finally, 
disheartened at the unsuccessful attempts of a scientific profession, she 
made application to a root-doctor, who, by the use of a vegetable salve, 
healed the sore, but neglected the precaution of interposing foreign mate- 
rial between the ulcerated surfaces of the cheek and gum. The result was, 
as should have been anticipate, firm adhesion of tlie cheek to the gum of 
both jaws, which, by the contraction of the cicatrix, were drawn tightly 
together, until finally, when the healing process was completed, the cheek 
of the right side presented a hard, unyielding surface, with a scar from 
three to four inches in length, and resembling cartilage on its lower border. 
(Fig. 2, A.) The inferior maxilla was drawn backwards, the teeth of the 
lower jaw were forced upwards under those of the upper, the chin short- 
ened, and the line of the inferior maxillary, on the right side, impaired — ^it 
curving slightly inwards. These adhesions extended to the vermillion 
border of the lips on the same side, and the commissure of the mouth was 
converted from an angle to a semicircular border of firm tissue connected 
to both jaws, and about half an inch to the right of the original point of 
commissure. 

* Prftctieal Obseryi^tiotis on the dite&sea of the jolnto, invoWIng Aoehylosltf, and oa the Treat- 
«ieBt for the Reitoratlon of Motion. London. John ChnrobUly 1861. 
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After this portion of the Rore had healed, leavln>^ the parts In ih% 
condition mentioned, disease attacked the globe of the right eye (vide 
Fig. 2), ulceration and perforation of the tunics followed, the humors i 

were evactuated and sight was necessarily destroyed ; necrosis of the exter- 
nal angular and orbital process of the frontal bone then supervened, pieces 
of which came away with the discbarge. The entire eye was now d(?Btroyed, 
and the upper lid, throughout a part of its extent, has grown to the bone. i 

In about twelve months these ulcerations were healed — by what means I 
am not aware — and since that period to the present, a space of over seven 
years, this poor woman has been unable to move her jaws, her speech 
being necessarily much impaired, and the power of masticating entirely 
wanting. During all this time she has subsisted by taking liquid nourish- 
ment, "soup, tea, coffee, milk,'' &c., through a slight irregularity of the 
teeth of the left side, and has enjoyed tolerable health. 

During this period several teeth and pieces of necrosed bone were cast 
off into the cavity of the mouth; these ahe wan obliged to swallow, from 
total inability to open the jaws to a width sufficient to expel them. 

Such then was the case and such the history thereof. Though 
it was a question as to the character and quantity of the substance that 
held the jaws so firmly together, I det^mincd, at all hazards, to risk an 
operation that might perhaps relieve the miserable condition of the patient; 
and, accordingly, on Monday, 23d of September, in the presence of Dra. 
Fellerer, Comstock, Vastine, Godfrie, and others, the patient, having been 
placed fully under the influence of chloroform, and being seated under a 
window, I proceeded to dissect up the cheek from the jaws. It was 
thought advisable to make the whole of this separation without an external 
wound, which would necessarily be torn apart, or at least put upon con- 
siderable strain at every forcible attempt to depress the inferior maxilla. 
The adhesions were extremely dense, extending ^n firm cartilaginous 
bands from jaw to jaw. There was considerable flow of blood during 
this operation, after which the endeavor, was made to depress the lower 
jaw, and although all the force I could command was applied in various 
ways, not the slightest movement could be accomplished. 

In these frequent trials portions of bone came away from the right side 
of the jaw and one of the lateral incisors was broken. ^j 

The operation was here discontinued, as it was evident that bony union 
had been effected; the osseous bridge being distinctly felt by the finger. 
It was then concluded to defer any further operative procedure for the 
present, and a piece of gutta percha was inserted between the raw sur- 
faces to prevent reunion of the parts. 

The shape and size of the obturater is seen in Fig. 8. Through the 
aperture (A) occasional pressure on the teeth of the inferior maxillary 
bone could be effected, and liquid nutriment conveyed into the mouth. 

On the next day, the wound began to discharge a most unhealthy and 
ill-conditioned matter of great foetor; the apartment which she occupied 
was noisome from the smell, and it became necessary to use disinfectants 
to counteract the effluvia. On the 25th I removed the guttapercha from 
the cheeks, took away several portions of the bone, ordered the mouth to 
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be syringed with Calcndnlar water two or three times during the day, and 
with weak Kreosote water at night. A thin, small stream of water could 
be poured into the mouth between the irregularities of the teeth on the left 
side, through which, however, the thin blade of a small spatula could not 
pass, but the closure on the right side was so perfect that no fluid could 
find entrance, no matter how small the stream or how forcibly injected. 

During the next few days the foetor from the wound began to be less 
intense and the discharge to assume a more healthy aspect. During which 
time I had prepared some iron wedges, quite long and with a gentle bevel, 
coming to a fine edge, and the instrument reconimended by Dr. Mott to be 
used in these operations. (Vide, Fig. 4.) On the next day, the patient being 
under the influence of chloroform, by gradual, but very forcible pressure, tho 
wedge was entered on tho sound side and the jaw very slightly depressed; 
but the extension appeared to be only on that side, and to be caused b}' 
the strain on the tendon of the temporal and fibres of the massoter. 

These operations were continued daily for a week, the patient being at 
each period under anesthetic influence, but complaining bitterly at each 
time of the severe pain. Several teeth were broken during these proce- 
dures and were afterwards extracted. During this period the wounds from 
the recent dissection had almost healed. The foetor had disappeared, and 
I accordingly determined to sever the bony bridge of connection \between 
the jaws. This was eflected, first by the introduction of a small awl, then 
by a chisel and a metacarpal saw, the latter being used from within out- 
wards with the back of the instrument to the cheek. Notwithstanding, 
there was not the slightest trace of motion. 

By extracting a molar tooth, and by a tremendous force applied to the 
left side, a slight aperture was made on the right side, into which a thin 
slip of hickory wood was inserted ; this was allowed to remain for two 
days and the operation again repeated, each time a large wedge being 
forced between the jaws. This process was continued for about ten days, 
at each time the patient sufiering very severe pain from the traction, 
although in the majority of the operations she was almost fully under the 
influence of chloroform. Toward the end of the fifth week from the date of 
the first operation, the plug was taken out for several hours and tlie patient 
was ordered to chew hard biscuit, &c. This order, however, at first was 
not obeyed, because of the inability of the muscles to perform their functions 
after so many years of quiescence. The p.ower, however, gradually returned 
and she began to masticate well and to speak much better, although the 
rounded aperture at the right commissure of the lips prevented perfect 
articulation. 

The next step was to remedy this deformity, and on Monday, the 28th of 
October, in the presence of Drs. Godfrie, League, Morrison and Spalding, 
(to the latter of whom I am under obligation for his essential service in 
extracting and filing teeth, the insertion of wedges, after I had depressed 
the jaw, and the administration of the anesthetic fluid,) I took from tho 
right side a triangular portion of the flesh, cutting directly through the 
old cicatrix. The sides of this triangle were a little over an inch in 
length, its base was the rounded aperture above noticed, and its apex point- 
ing toward the angle of the jaws. 
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The cartilaginous hardness of this tissue was surprising to every one 
present; indeed, so unyielding was its texture that the insertion of the pins 
through it was a matter of time and difficulty. However, the wound was 
brought carefully together after some delay, and has healed perfectly, 
leaving a very slight scar, and one far less observable than the hard, shin- 
ing cicatrix, already mentioned as resulting from the treating of the former 
ulcerations. Before this operation, and to prevent any closure of the jaws 
resulting from the healing process, a wedge of hickory wood was inserted 
on the sound side and allowed to remain. The wound healed very well, 
though slowly, from the diminish(»d circulation of the part, and on the 
night of the sixth day I extracted the first pin. During this period I 
regularly inserted the wedge at night, and had the patient move the jaws, 
either in masticating or talking, during the day. 

In a few days more the second pin was removed, and the patient allowed 
to depart to her home, after being under treatment seven weeks, and almost 
daily undergoing severe operative processes. 

It is satisfactory to observe the change that has been produced, not only 
in the outward appearance of the face, but in the amelioration that surgery 
has effected in rendering comfortable the former miserable condition of the 
patient. 

The jaws work well; she can articulate much more distinctly, and mas- 
ticate her food, even apples, and crackers, with perfect ease. The jaws 
are not capable of so wide a distension as in their former natural condition, 
but arc able to be sufficiently opened for all purposes. She is still forced to 
depress the inferior maxillary bone each day, with an instrument given 
her for the purpose, and is never, for the space of two nwnths, to sleep 
without the wedge between her teeth. These injunctions were particularly 
mentioned to prevent any tendency to contraction. 

She is to return to us after some time for the purpose, if possible, of 
having an artificial eye inserted. This, however, will perhaps be impossi- 
ble, and at all events a work of great difficulty. The eyelid of the affected 
side has grown closely to the bone, and the previous loss of osseous sub- 
stance has been repaired by a deposit below the ordinary site of the outer 
rim of the orbit, which will have to be cut away before an eye could be 
fitted to produce the desired effect. 

If this operation, however, be successful, and by the application of some 
of the wonderful hair restoratives capillary substance can be produced on 
the superciliary ridge, which at present is as bare as the topmost rocks, 
the patient may yet captivate the tender heart, perhaps, of some doctor of 
phyniCj and end her days in matrimonial bliss — a consummation devoutly 
to be wished) and up to the present not much anticipated. 



B. 

Amputation of the Tonoub. 
The case which is about being reported is one of extreme interest, as it 
is rarely encotintci^d by the surgeon, and in those instances in which it is 
found, the growth is generally occasioned by, or traceable to some disor* 
dered actiou of the economy. 
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The patient, a girl aged eleven and a half years, was admitted to the 
hospital with a congenital hypertrophy of the tongue (Pig. 5); the organ at 
times became enormously enlarged, and protruded from her mouth from 
three to four inches. The little sufferer had been, during her whole life, 
subject to catarrhal fever upon the slightest exposure, at which times the 
enlargement increased considerably. She was softiewhat emaciated, and 
the saliva dribbled from her mouth to such a degree, that she has been 
obliged to wear thick clothes across her chest, which for cleanliness and 
comfort had to be frequently renewed. The jaws never having been 
brought together, it may well be imagined that the rami of the inferior 
maxillary did not form the usual angle with the body of the bone; and 
that the growing teeth, having constantly upon them the superincumbent 
weight of the tongue, projected from the lower jaw more like the tusks of 
an animal, than the regularly developed masticating organs of a human 
being; they also, impinging upon the under surface of the hypertrophied 
mass, caused extensive fissures and ulcerations. On the superior surface 
of the tongue two longitudinal and rough depressions were seen. 

Very little is written, at least so far as my own reading goes, upon con- 
genital hypertrophy of the tongue. In looking over "Eve's Surgical 
Cases," on pages 133-137,* I find under affections of the tongue but the 
following details: " Sudden deatii from enlargement of the tongne," Lancet, 
1827. A case of removal of a portion of the tongue for cancerous ulcera- 
tion, by Sedillat, in 1844, and published in the London Medical Times. 

An amputation of a part of the tongue by Maisonncuve, for a peculiar 
disease, induced by the frequent contact of vaccine virus with the organ, 
in the case of a physician, whose duty consisted in preparing and pre- 
serving the virus in tubes. During his labors he frequently held several of 
the tubes in his mouth, and thus the irritation caused by the sharp spiculae 
of glass produced indurations, which finally resulted in confirmed and seri- 
ous disease. Also, in the same volume, an amputation of the tongue and 
a portion of the anterior pillar of the fauces for carcinomatous disease, b^' 
B. M. Giamattei, in 1851. It will be perceived that in all these cases the 
operations were performed with a view of removing some specific disease, 
which could readily be traced to a certain cause. 

Rokitansky,* in his great work on "Pathological Anatomy," says very 
little about hypertrophy of the tongue, and that almost indirectly, when 
speaking of hypertrophy in the septum of voluntary muscles. Jones and 
Skeiveringf have the following paragraph : "The tongue is liable to be 
affected with an extraordinary hypertrophic enlargement, in consequence 
of which it protrudes from the mouth sometimes as much as two and a half 
inches ; the structure is altered, becoming much more dense than natural ; 
but it has not been determined exactly in what the alteration consists. In 
one case, recorded by Mr. Listen, the enlargement of the organ seemed to 
have been occasioned by the development of a ncBvus-like substance." 
The case which we are reporting differs somewhat from the above in the 
fact that the protruded organ measured three inches and three quarters in 

* A ool lection of remarkable eases in snrgery, by Paul Eye^ M. D. 

t Vide, vol. Ill, p. 233. 

tt A Manaal of PatbologioHl Anatomy, p. 463. 
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length from the upper lip to the tip, and was over two inches in width, 
presenting a most unnatural and unsightly appearance. 

Cooper, in his "Surgical Dictionary," mentions enlargements of the 
tongue consequent upon various diseases, and Dr. M. Reese, in his valua* 
ble appendix to the same work, records in a few lines the following facts, 
viz : ** That Dr. Thomas Harris, of Philadelphia, twice performed amputa* 
lion of the tongue for hypertrophy of that organ; and that Dr. Mutter also 
puccessfuily iesortcd to the same operation. That in 1838, Dr. Muasey, of 
Cincinnati, and in 1836, Dr. Donnelan, of Louisiana, removed portions of 
the tongue — the latter gentleman by using ligature in pref(Tence to the 
knife. Mr. Miller* has two paragraphs on the subject, including symp- 
toms and treaiment'^the latter chiefly consisting in the administration of 
the iodide of potassium and leeches, and these means failing, recommend- 
ing operative procedure. 

Neither Pugct, in his "Surgical Pathology," nor Cragie, in his " Patho- 
logical Anatomy," mal^e allusion to the subject ; but Gross is much more 
explicit. He tells usf that all the structures which enter into the forma- 
tion of the organ may be separately or conjointly affected, that the project- 
ing substance is dense and rigid, ''protruding considerably beyond the 
teeth, and causing serious obstruction to the functions of the mouth and a 
wasting discharge of saliva." 

He states further, that the prolapsed part may be from a few lines to 
three, fvur, and even five inches in length, with enlargement of the papillea 
and great thickening of the mucous investment of the organ. Females 
are more liable to be affected than males, and it generally comes on early 
in life, being now and then congenital. Further he 8a3's: '* It is sometimes 
associated with unusual shortening of the branches of the lower jaw, 
with great separation of the incisor teeth. ***** The coun- 
tenance has an" unseemly aspect, the inferior incisors are forced into a 
horizontal ponition, and the jaw itself is not unfrequently altered in its 
shape." In the treatment be recommends, as usual, purgation, punctures, 
incisions, low diet, the iodide of iron and of potassium, LugoPs solution, 
and pyroligneous acid. The latter solution, he stales, has materially 
benefited a case of congenital hypertrophy of the tongne under his care. 

VelpeauJ does not describe the disease, but mentions the curative means. 
He says: " When hypertrophy only exists, compression, as employed suc- 
cessfully by Freteau and Delpech and many others, will generally answer. 
M. Re}', who, in a case of this kind, states that he was obliged to have 
recourse to a V shaped excision, adds that the operation of Mirault, the 
father, was also performed for a hypertrophy, and not for a cancerous 
tumor." 

In looking over the medical periodicals for some years back, I find, in 
Rankings Abdract for 1854, page 129, a detailed account of Maisimneuve's 
case, and in the same journal fur 1852 the record of Giamattei, both of 
which have been before alluded to. 

In the American Journal of Medical Sciences for October, 1848, there is 
an interesting account of an operation successfully performed by W. Q. 

• Pntottce of Surgery, p. 2U. t Syitem of Surgery, toI. II| p. 021-622. 
t MoU ■ Velpeau, Vol. III. p. 876. 
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Delaney, M. D., for congenital glossocele or hypertrophied tongue, in which 
the V shaped incision was used. 

In tliis instance the appearances were very similar to the case I am 
reporting. 

The tongue protruded four inches, was seven inches in circumference, 
and was marked upon its dorsum by a deep linear fissure; the tongue 
could not be retained within the mouth except for a moment, and its intru- 
sion filled the whole cavity of the fauces, and prevented respiration. The 
inferior maxillary bone was natural in form, except at the syraphisin, where 
the incisor and canine teeth were separated half an inch, and inclined out- 
ward by the constant pressure and weiglit of the tongue. The lower teeth 
were covered with tartar, and Father loose in their sockets, and the lower 
lip was everted on the chin. 

The similarity between this and my own case will readily be seen, with 
the exception, that under the most favorable circumstances my patient 
could not intrude the tongue entirely within her mouth, and at the time 
when the photograph, which is represented by the cut, was taken, she had 
not the power to draw backward the organ. 

The position of the teeth, the shortening of the rami, &c., are all very 
similar. The operation of Dr. Delaney consisted in making a V shaped in- 
cision. 

Bankings Abstract for 1853, p. 126, contains a portion of a communication 
on this subject, submitted to the Medico-Chirurgical Society of London. In 
that papef Mr. Humphrey's case was very like the above, the parts being 
removed by the knife. That gentleman further says after the operation : 
" The lips could not at first be brought together and the thick stump could 
always be seen, though never protruding." 

After a time the parts began to assume their natural appearance and 
position, and a cure was effected. 

Mr. Cross' case was one in which pressure with bandages soaked in a 
solution of alum water, after a long period produced the desired effect. 

In the communication the disease is said to be rare in England. A 
case was treated successfully by Sir Astley Cooper by ligature. 

Mr. Syme removed the protruding portion in another case by the knife ; 
but the patient died of inflammation of the tongue and parts about the 
larynx." Mr. Listen has recorded a case in which the hadmorrhage, after 
operative procedure, was so great that ligatures had to be applied to both 
lingual arteries ; inflammation, suppuration, sloughing, and death followed 
in rapid succession. 

Mr. Hodgson's case was operated upon by means of the ligature, after 
the parts had sloughed away. ** The tongue was quite within the lips, but 
very thick in the horizontal direction ; the altered shape of the lower jaw 
prevents its being brought into contact anteriorly with the upper." 

I have entered somewhat minutely into the literature of this rare affection, 
simply for the reason that perhaps in a lifetime, one may never have oppor- 
tunity of observing and healing the disorder, and, therefore, it were better 
briefly to mention the most remarkable cases of the kind, together with the 
teachings and experience of those who have been fortunate enough to en- 
counter and overcome the disease. 
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My patient had been aome time in the hospital when I was called to see 
her, and her condition had been very materially benefited by the medicines 
there used. The preparations of mercury were of course exhibited, and I 
believe the corrosive sublimate was the most efiScacious, combined "with 
the local treatment of the same substance in solution. But upon the slig'ht- 
est exposure, even indeed from the ordinary changes in the weather, fever 
would supervene, and the tongue would again become enormously eularg'ed. 
The preparations that I advised were mercurius solubilis and the iodide of 
mercury, with raercurijj inunctions of the jaws; this treatment was tried with 
a success similar to the rest, a temporary diminution in the enlargment, the 
tongue, however, never becoming sufficiently small to allow her to draw it 
within the cavity of the mouth and close the lips upon it. I then tried the 
solution recommended by Dr. Gross, which had been before alluded to, but 
with no better success, ^ 

I next determined to resort to compression, which means of treatment 
was first recommended by Lassus, knowing that his doctrine was opposed 
to the operation, and that he strongly recommends pressure even in the 
most inveterate cases, I procured a long apd narrow adhesive strap, and 
holding forward the tongue as far as I was able, I tightly wound it with 
the plaster ; this produced some pain, but the trouble chiefly consisted in 
obtaining a substance that would adhere. I could not procure such, and 
the great inconvenience occasioned during meals, induced me to desist 
from such proceeding. Upon perusing the report to the Mcdico-Chirurgical 
Society, from which some extracts have already been given, I found that 
the compression spoken of by Lassus, must have been only in those cases 
wherein the tongue could be returned into the mouth, and that once there, 
the compression exerted by the surrounding structures would cause a^ 
diminution in the size of the organ. The report on the subject reads thus: 
** He (Lassus) observes that the malady has never been known to undergo 
a spontaneous cure ; but that upon being relumed into the nioulh and 
retained there, the swelling of the organ gradually subsides." The first 
object then was most certainly to get the tongue within the mouth, and I 
at once decided upon operating. That others have been in such a position, 
I naturally conclude from a paragraph in Velpeau.* He says, speaking 
of compression in this disorder, ** it is quite remarkable that Mr. Harris 
and M. Mussey,f who believe themselves to have been the first who em- 
ployed this process, should also have been under the necessity of making 
use of the V incision to cure a chronic tumefaction of the tongue." 

Upon thinking over the better method of operating, I recollected a para- 
graph in Gross' " Surgery " that had made some impression upon my 
mind. In speaking of the 6craseur, and the abuses to which it has lately 
been applied, the author says : " It will be re^trictedATi a great measure, if 
not entirely, to the removal of the tongue, the neck of the uterus, &c/' 
Believing, therefore, that if the instrument in question had any opportunity 
of displaying its much vaunted superiority, that a case of this kind was 
eertainly one which would prove a fair test, I determined at once to 
remove the tongue with the 6craseur. 



•Operatire Surgery, vol. Ill, p. 376. 

t Vide Eeoi' Appendix to Cooper's Sorgioal Diotionary. 
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Therefore, on the 1th day of February, in the presence of DrcK Corastock, 
Neiblang, Hartmann, and others resident in the hospital, the patient was 
placed in a chair facing a window, her head being supported by the matron 
of the institution. Dr. Comstock administered the chloroform, and when 
the anesthetic influence was complete, I passed the teeth of a haoked 
forceps (Fig. 7, A) into the substance of the tongue and drew it forward, 
handing the instrument to an assistant to retain it in that position, then 
standing on the left and a little to the rear of the patient, I passed the 
chkin of the instrument diagonally across the protruded portion of the 
organ, allowing the handle or cylinder to touch the left angle of the lip. 
The screw was turned, the chain tightened, constricted, cut beautifully 
through the eubstance which was as hard as gristle. After that portion 
bad been removed, I changed my position to the right of the patient, 
allowed the handle of the ecraseur to touch the right angles of the month 
(Fig. 7, B) and worked it as before until the part was removed. It will 
be seen that by such method of procedure, I was enabled to point the 
tongue, and though the point at first was rather sharp, it has since been a 
source of gratification that I adopted such a method. The whole proceed- 
ing occupied about twenty minutes, and the amount of blood lost did not 
exceed half an ounce. 

The instrument worked to a charm, and seemed so much preferable to 
the old methods of ligature, and the actual cautery, that all who saw the 
operation were surprised at its eflScacy. The patient was placed in bed 
with her shoulders elevated, and I had applied to the cut surfaces a frozen 
solution of calendula. 

For two weeks after the operation, as was anticipated, the tongue was 
swollen enormously again, but it gradually declined as the raw surfaces 
healed, until finally the tongue could with ease and satisfaction be retained 
within the mouth. 

It was truly wonderful, however, to witness the manner in which nature 
has healed the wounded parts, instead of leaving them angular as neces- 
sarily left by the chain of the Ecraseur, they are rounded almost as well as 
though the original margin of the organ remained. 

The little girl, never having brought her jaws in apposition, has a great 
tendency to allow the inferior maxillary to drop down, on account of the 
shortness of the branches of the bone which has been before alluded to. 

1 therefore procured a piece of gutta-percha, bent it and made an oval 
gag or mouth piece, cutting in the centre a small opening sufficient to 
admit air, but not large enough to allow her to protrude her tongue. To 
keep the bone in apposition and at the same time to endeavor to force back 
the symphisis, I used the splint and strap for fracture of the jaw bone. 

This answered very well. The tongue is yet thicker than natural, and 
she still has some tendency to allow the bone to drop, but the organ is 
much smaller than after the operation, and the appearance she presents is 
well represented in the cut. (Fig. 8.) 

The deformity is slight and is lessening daily; in a short time I believe 
the whole difficulty will be obviated. 
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and submucous tissues, that muscular fibre also may enter into the forma- 
tion of organic constriction; in which yiew, also, Gross and Miller coincide, 
although the former states that it is only in the aggravated cases that the 
last named constituent assists in the creation of the stricture, while in the 
ordinary cases that are encountered, the mucous and submucous coats are 
affected, there bling a deposit of plastic material in the part, causing a 
thickening of the tube.* The seat of stricture is said to be generally oppo- 
site the cricoid cartilage. 

With these few remarks on the general nature of organic stricture and 
its diagnosis, and without entering upon the consideration of tlie malignant, 
ulcerative or carcinomatous variety, we pass to the history of an interest- 
ing case. 

During the latter part of the month of May, I was called in consultation 
to see a patient, who, from the description I heard of the case, was almost 
in a dying condition. From the detailed symptoms I was led to suspect a 
stricture of the oesophagus, and upon visitiug the patient (a woman, aged 
about forty-five,) my diagnosis was found to be correct. 

The patient was in a truly miserable condition; she was much emaciated, 
with sallow complexion, tongue very red at the tip and but slightly furred^ 
great nervous irritability, with a voice so weak that she could scarcely 
articulate, excepting in a yrhisper. Her pulse was small and thready, and 
upon being asked where she suffered, she placed her hand to the lower por- 
tion of her neck. Her attendants informed me that she had been under the 
care of several physicians, the last of whom declared her case hopeless, and 
had written ta her husbaud, (a captain in the army of the United States,) 
informing him of the critical condition of his K^ife, and urging his immediate 
return, if he wished to see her alive. 

On the table before her were several dishes of untasted articles of diet, 
several glasses containing v?>riou8 drinks, but she said she could not swal- 
low them; upon insisting that she should endeavor to take a little cold 
water, she placed the glass to her lips, and made an effort to swallow; the 
liquid left her mouth, descended a short distance into the oesophagus, and 
was immediately returned without much effort. Upon enquiry I learned 
that she had been six or ceven weeks in this aggravated condition, and that 
the disorder had been noticed at times for years, and had often given her 
great trouble; sometimes a little thin broth would descend into the stomach. 
I feared that the woman would die from starvation before much could be 
done for her, but ordered immediately an injection of soup (which she had 
on the table) to be given, while I sent for an ordinary sponge probang and 
the stomach pump. 

Upon attempting the introduction of the former, it was with great diffi- 
culty and with some |)ain to the patient, that I succeeded in passing it 
through the stricture ; after which I allowed it to remain a few moments, 
then again introducocl it, after which by repeated effv)rt, I forced the small- 
est sized tube of the pump through the stricture and into the stomach ; this 
being accomplished I injected into the viscus about a pint of broth. * 

I shall never forget the pleased expression of the patient as she felt the 

• OroM' OperatiTe Surgerj, Vol. II, p. 656. 
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almost immediate effect of food. When I called in an hoar her pulse had 
come up, and she experienced great relief, whereupon I injected ahoat half 
a pint more of the soap and promised to return in the morning. During 
(he interval between the visits, I had prepared six, whalebone probangs 
(four of which with the exact size of their ovoid extremities of horn, are 
seen in Fig. 9), and varying in size from one-eighth to an inch and a quarter 
in diameter. Some difficulty was found in passing the smallest of those 
Instruments, but the stricture gradually dilated under their constant re- 
application. During this stage of the treatment a very peculiar fact forced 
itself upon ray consideration. Having made myself acquainted with the 
facts above mentioned in this paper, that in aggravated cases of stricture 
the muscular fibres of the oesophagus are implicated, as well as the mucous 
and sub-mucous tissues, and knowing the action of certain medicines upon 
their fibres and the nerves that control them, I was induced to exhibit 
Ignatia and Cocculus once in two hours, as a matter of experiment, not, 
however, expecting much result from their administration. Upon the next 
visit I found Uiat the probang last used passed quite as well and without 
more difficulty than it had done on the previous day. Could such an effect 
have been produced by the medicines, or was it merely that the disease 
was stationary f 

I determined to omit all medicines and use the same probang on the fol- 
lowing day, when to my surprise and rather to my satisfaction, I found 
considerably more difficult entrance through the stricture. Suffice it here 
to say^ that after repeated trials, the probangs always entered more easily 
after the exhibition of these medicines than when no medicinal agent was 
nsed^ It must be borne in mind, that my practice was alway to insert the 
probang of yesterday before a larger diameter was introduced, as by this 
means I was enabled to perceive progress or reverse in the case. 

After five weeks of constant treatment with tlie probang, and the exhibi- 
tion internally of Ignatia and Coeculus, Hyosciamus, Arsenicum, and Mer- 
cnrius, and other medicines, the patient so far recovered as to be able to 
eat her usual meals with sattsfaction, her fiesh returned, her countenance 
was more cheerful, and she went into the country to recruit her general 
health. 

It may not be uninteresting to repeat here another case of stricture, cured 
in a somewhat similar manner by Caleb B« Matthews, M. D., one of the 
pioneers of HomcBopalhy in Philadelphia, who, to the day of his death, 
was an unswerving advocate of Homoeopathy; whose zealous attachment 
to the profession c^ medicine was remarkable to the end of his life, and 
whose priority to the claims of the discovery of other as an an»sthetic 
agent, should always be remembered by the members of our school. The 

ease is in the form of a letter, and reads thus: ** Miss , aged about 18, 

applied to me about the year 1829. She was unable to swallow anything 
except fluids, and these in small amounts. She had been treated by Dr. 
George McCielfan, by means of a flexible sound of block tin, without bene- 
fit. I began using 'the smallest sized probang and 3elPs sound, which 
paEsed with difficulty, but continuing it several d^ys it passed easily several 
times backwards and forwards through the stricture. I followed with the 
next size in the same manner, using each four or five days,' or until it 
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passed easily, thus continuing up to the fifth or largest size. This occupied 
four weeks or more, at the end of which period I was convinced the stricture 
was subdued, but the patient was afraid to swallow solids; I obtained a 
piece of meat of ordinary size, say seven-eighths of an inch, cube, and 
made her swallow it in my presence; this broke the charm, and she could 
swallow well ever after. I have seen this woman this autumn (1850), and 
she remains perfectly free from stricture." 

M. Wolf reports a case of stricture cured in a similar manner in four 
months, and M. Debourge also gives a similar result after five months 
persistent treatment; these are interesting but too elaborate to insert in 
this paper. 

If catheterism of the tube fails, oesophagatomy has been resorted to, 
and Professor Sedillat recommends gastrotomy after the oesophagus has 
been greatly constricted. 



D. 

Extirpation of the Nasal Procrss of the Superior Maxillart Bone by 

Subcutaneous Incision. 

Some months since a gentleman from Tennessee presented himself at my 
oflSce, stating that he htld " rather a curious ulceration" of his gum, which 
he thought required attention. He appeared rather emaciated in flesh, 
though of powerful frame, which latter seemed strangely in contrast with 
the apparent debility of his system, as he moved with difficulty and sup- 
ported himself with a cane. Upon raising the upper lip an ulceration was 
presented, which at once testified the serious nature of the case; the upper 
gum of the right side of the month, from the frs&num labii superioris to 
the commissure was destroyed, the alveolar processes of the lateral incisors 
and canine teeth were also wanting, the fangs of these tcetfa being exposed 
and the depression behind the root of the canine tooth being also involved 
in destruction. Projecting slightly over the fangs of these exposed teeth 
was a shelving piece of bone, which was a portion of the base of the nasal 
process of the superior maxillary. To those who are unacquainted with, 
or to those who have partially forgotten the anatomical relations of this 
process, a few words as to its normal position may not be amiss. 

The base of this process may be said to commence anteriorly in the sub- 
nasal fossa, and posteriorly from the palate process of the superior max- 
illary bone; from such origin, and making a curve a little outward and 
then upward, it extends with a sharp external margin to the roughod sur- 
face of the frontal bone on each side of the ethmoidal fissure, to which it 
is articulated; internally, it springs from the body of the bone a little 
beyond the infraorbital foramen, the orbital ridge being lost on the ascend- 
ing ratnus. To the superior and anterior part of the nasal process of the 
superior maxillary, the nasal bones are attached, to the inferior part of the 
same margin the lateral or alar cartilages have tbeii* points of origin. I 
have mentioned these various boundaries of the bone for the better appre- 
ciation of those who may consider an hour as an unwarrantable time to bo 
expended in its exsectlon, and I would beg such to bear in mind the chief 
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t^mbarraABTnent in the whole operation was the hemorrhage, which took 
place from the surfaces of the bone after the nasal process had been 
removed. 

Upon catching the shelving portion of the bone (which was entirely dis- 
eased), with the forceps held in the right hand, and inserting my left fore-; 
finge): within the mouth, almost an entire separation of the base of the 
nasal process conld be detected, and by raising the lip and placing the 
flat edge of a probe upon the anterior face of the diseased mass and push- 
ing the instrument gently upward, not only a considerable portion of dis- 
eased bone could be detected, but it moved with but little difficulty to the 
internal angle of the orbit. 

Taking all these circumstances into consideration, I told the patient that 
the whole process must come away. Upon learning this, he expressed 
some dissatisfaction, more however from his objection to the scar which 
would probably remain upon his face, than to submitting to the actual 
pain of the operation. 

I advised him to see me on the next day, and during ^the interval that 
elapsed between the visits of my patient, I had determined to endeavor to 
exscct the bone by subcutaneous section. 

Accordingly on the 80th of October last, at two o'clock p. v., the patient 
having been placed under the influence of chloroform, and facing as strong 
a light as I could command, Drs. Godfrey and League assisting, I drew up 
the upper lip with the thumb and fore-finger of the left hand, and taking a 
tenotomy knife with a strong shank and hacdie in the right hand, I inserted 
it with the flat side towards the bone, and carried it upward and inward 
to the angle of the eye, cautiously separating all the structures externally, . 
and avoiding the lachrymal duct. The knife was then withdrawn, and with 
a small sharp chisel, the anterior attachment of the inferiorturbinated was 
severed. Disease had, however, attacked this bone, as it broke. With 
the forceps the whole of it was removed, ^t this stage of the operation 
the bloctd bad become clotted in the narcs, and portions of it had fallen to 
the fauces, impeding greatly respiration, and causing such a spluttering- 
that time was lost in relieving the patient. Such trouble, however, had 
been foreseen^ and the sponge probangs which had been provided for such 
emergency, proved of signal service. The greatest difficulty of the opera* 
tion now presented in severing the internal attachment which consisted of 
healthy bone, which after some delay was accomplished by inserting within 
the nose a fine chisel, and with the edge turned outward, using it gently 
upward and downward. There remained now but a single attachment, the 
superior, which is the slightest of the three, this was readily broken away 
by catching with the forceps the base of the process, which was already 
loose from disease, and with a lateral though steady motion, making down- 
ward traction. 

. We had been so intent upon the operation, and no vessel requiring a 
ligature, that we did not observe the quantity of blood which had been lost, 
but when the sponging began, we were aware of the considerable amount 
of hemorrhage which was taking place ; this continued for some time, and 
I was fearful that the track of the subcutaneous wound would have to be 
laid open externally. Rather, however, than resort to this, I first plugged 
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the wound with cotton, wetted with a Baturated solntion of aTnnr. Tbi9 
not arresting the bleeding, I had reconrse to a solution of the perchloride 
of iron, which finally arrested the hemorrhage. The patient at first was 
much prostrated, but soon recovered his strength, the woand healed well, 
and in six dajs after the operation he returned to bis home. 



E. 

PlBTIilL ReSTORATIOK OF THE IJpPEIt LiP. 

The patient was a girl, of about fifteen. During the attack, the whole 
of the deciduous teeth had been cast off, the alreoli of the left superior 
maxillary bone, with their osseous septa, became necrosed and came away 
in pieces of larger or small size, accompanied with a discharge insup* 
portably fetid; a large portion of the orbicularis oris muscle, with the 
integument and mucous membrane, were also entirely destroyed. 

After convalescence, bone was reproduced, and the permanent teeth 
made their appearance ^ but that portion of the orbicularis oris muscle, 
extending from the left angle of the mouth to the left ala of the nose, 
and from that point a little to tite right of the centre of the upper lip, was 
never reproduced. The mucous surface of the remains of the lip on the 
right side, and a portion of tbe cheek on the left, adhered to the gum; and 
the left margin, from the left ala to the left angle of the mouth, was some 
what serrated, quite thin, and appeared almost continuous with the ex^ 
posed surface of the gum. The deformity resulting was considerable (Fig, 
10); the gum, a central and lateral incisor, and the left canine tooth, were 
visible; there was a slight drawing downward of the left nostril, which, 
together with the thin irregular margin of the cheek on the left side, and 
8 full and protuberant portion of the lip on the right, presented an appear^ 
ance not particularly agreeable to a young lady about entering society. 

On Friday, November lltb, the child was etherized by Prof. Adams, Dr, 
McManus, the physician to the family of the patient, and Prof. Temple, 
also assisted in the operation. I first dis$ected up the margin of tbe cheek 
und lip, separating all the adhesions within reach, and dividing, at the 
same time, the frcBtium Idbii superioris, to allow of the better extension of 
the parts; a free incision was then made along the thin margin of the 
cheek, from the ala of the nose, a little external to the left angle of the 
mouth. The next incision was made from the centre of the septum ficmum, 
along the full edge of the lip, in which the coronary artery was large and 
bled) but the application of a solution of the perchloride of iron immedi* 
ately obviated this difficulty. The cut surfaces were then drawn together, 
but not directly applied to each other (in consideration of the subsequent 
swelling) and held in position by hare-lip pins and the figure of eight 
a^uture* The drawing over of the left margin of the wound caused a slight 
puckering of the lower lip; this result was mentioned to the class before 
the operation was commenced, it will, however, disappear in time by the 
necessary growth and elasticity of the parts. 

The . after treatment consisted in preventing adhesions between tbe dU 
vided mucous surfaces within the mouth by placing a piece of gutta-percl^i 
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between the outer Burface of the gum and the inner surface of the lip and 
cheek 5 then, in keeping the edges of the wood in opposition, by painting" 
the parts with collodion, and by extending from cheek to cheek, beneath 
the nose, long and narrow adhesive straps, which also had the advantage 
of preventing too great a strain upon the sutures^ The following is 
extracted from a letter from her physician: 

December 4th. 
"The wound has healed very kindly indeed, the process being attended 
with very little suppuration. Removed the upper pin on the fifth day, and" 
the other on the seventh. The operation has been as successful as th^ 
most sanguine of her friends had anticipated." (Vide Fig. 11.) 



Extirpation op thu Entirs Half of the Inferior Maxillary Bone, for 

Necrosis of tub Saice. 

This case, which is one of extreme interest, was that of a boy of between 
twelve and thirteen years. He entered the Good Samaritan Hospital nearly 
eighteen months since for some trivial disease incidentto childhood, which, 
from what I can learn, was speedily cured. Shortly after this period a 
swelling was observed on the left side of the face, which slowly increased 
in size until it involved the entire half of the face, drawing downwards and 
outwards the left ala of the nose, tiie left commissure of the mouth, and 
the left canthus of the eye. Suppuration then took place, and pieces of 
necrosed bone came away both internally and externally. No abat6ment> 
however, followed the removal of the sequestrae, or of the teeth, which, 
from time to time, had to be removed, until finally, upon consultation, it 
was concluded that entire extirpation of that portion of the jaw was the 
only method that could be relied upon to permanently arrest the disease. 
See (Fig. C) photograph. 

Before proceeding to describe the operation it is a point of interest to 
notice very briefly the claims of thoee who have been regarded as the ori* 
ginators of the operation. By some the palm is yielded to Duypetran, by 
others to Mott, and by others again to a western physician, Dr. Deadenck, 
of Tennessee, and again by others to Mr. Cusack, of Dublin. Yelpe ^u is 
considered by his admirers to also have a share in the honor of establishing 
the operation; while Mussey, of Cincinnati, and others proposed modifica- 
tions which were important, as by their incisions the duct of Steno and the 
facial nerve were saved from injury. In another place and at another time 
it is my intention to enter somewhat minutely into these claims, as a con- 
siderable amount of discussion has already been raised upon this point; but 
to my own mind, after carefully examining the statements and the cases al* 
ready upon record, there is a good deal that is very unsatisfactory, because 
the actual operative procedures have not been minutely stated. It is one 
thing to oxsect the body of the bone and saw it off at the ramus and sym- 
phisis; it is another to take out the symphysis by severing a portion of the 
body of the bone on each side; while to disarticulate the condyle from the 
glenoid cavity, and divide the tendon of the temporal muscles is a yery 
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much move severe, difficult and dan^^erous operation than eitlier of the 
above named; but the extirpation of the entire bone at both tempero-roaxil- 
ary articulations is certainly the crowning and most complete-operation, 
and there are few who have thus far attempted it. 

Again, there have been several modes of operating proposed. Some sur. 
geons recommend a quadrilateral flap, the horizontal cut being made along 
the inferior margin of the body of the inferior maxillary bone, which inci- 
aion is met at each end by a perpendicular one, the first extending from the 
zygoma along the posterior border of the ramus; the second along the chin, 
from the lower lip t6 the symphysis. 

Other surgeons of celebrity advise that the vcrmillion border of the lower 
lip be left entire, to insure a better appearance after the wound has healed* 
Others again prefer to make one single curve, beginning with the zygoma 
and carrying the knife downwards, forwards and upwards. 

Dr. Mott recommended the plan of tying the common carotid artery be- 
' fore commencing the operation, a method which not only inflicts unneces^ 
sary pain and shock upon the patient, but which more than trebles the 
danger. To tie the carotid is in itself an operation attendd with no little 
' risk, and surgeons of the present day prefer to take the chances of an im- 
mediate hemorrhage) rather than the shock which necessarily follows such 
an obstruction to the circulation. , 

There is again a choice of instruments. Some preferring to use in the 
division of the bone a Hey's saw, others the chain, and several have used 
both the saw and the bone-pliera of Listen. On all these points it is my 
intention, as before stated, to give a more extended and complete essay at 
a future time. The operation was uonducted-as follows at the Good Sama- 
ritan Hospital, on Thursday the 23d of February. T)r. Vastine took charge 
of the chloroform, and Drs. Fellerer and Comstock, both surgeons to the 
institution, assisting in its details 

The patient was placed upon a bed in a sitting position, facing a window, 
and was soon placed fully under the effects of the anaesthetic, taking then 
a strong and sharp scalpel I entered it at the vermillion border of the lip 
and carried it down to the bone along the symphisis to the base of the chin 
(vide Fig. D, A B); then carrying it backward the cut was continued along 
the base of the tumor to the angle of the jaw (C); a second incision was 
now made, beginning a few lines in front of the ear (D) and carrying it 
downward to the angle of the jaw or to the termination of the first cut. 

In its course the knife necessarily divided the inferior coronary, the 
facial and the transverse facial arteries, together with the filaments of the 
facial nerve. There was for a short time necessarily considerable hemor- 
rhage, but the lip being strongly compressed by Dr. Comstock with one 
hand, while with his other pressure was made upon the carotid, the bleed- 
ing from the l4bial and facial was arrested. While Dr. Fellerer seized the 
transverse facial, and with torsion succeeded in entirely arresting fur- 
ther bleeding from these vessels. The tissues of the cheek were fmmensely 
thickened, part of the flap being almost cartilaginous, while others were 
loaded with fatty depositions. There is no exaggeration, when it is stated, 
that for the knife to reach the bone, it had to divide one inch and a half of 
tissue. The vessels contracting into this hypertrophied mass completely 
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arrested the hemorrhage. I now found it more convenient to sever com- 
pletely the Vermillion border of the lip, and placing the edge of the scalpel 
close to the bone, division was effected of the entire flap, which was laid 
over the face. A lateral incisor tooth being already withdrawn, I passed 
a sharp pointed bistoury behind the chin and severed the anterior belly of 
the digastric and the gonio-hyoid muscle of that side. A chain saw was 
then passed through the opening thus made and the bone sawn through at 
its symphisis, tjyking then the severed extremity, the knife was inserted . 
behind it, and the mylo-hyoid and other attachments sawed from before 
backward. It was then we were enabled to see the ravages that the dis- 
ease had made, for the bone was entirely separated (vide Fig. E, A. B.); 
the whole ramus was divested of its periosteum, and the condyle was 
externally entirely exposed. The disease having destroyed the small 
external lateral ligament of the joint, it required but a touch of the knife 
to sever tlie internal ligament and the small portion of the tendon of the 
temporalis which remained. A few more strokes divided the pterygoides, 
and thus the most difficult and dangerous portion of the operation (the 
exarticulation of the bone) was accomplished by nature in her endeavors 
to throw off the diseased mass. While the lingual muscles were being 
divided, Dr. Vastine had charge of the tongue to prevent it falling back- 
ward and closing the epiglottis. The spiculse of bone were removed, the 
wound thoroughly cleansed, and the flap brought over and retained by 
eleven insect pins with figure-of-eight suture. The patient was placed in 
bed and calendnlsB solution kept constantly applied. The greater part of 
the wound healed by the first intention, and in four days the patient was 
out of bed. About the seventh day four pins were removed from the 
mesian line of the chin, union being perfect, and in a few days more the 
remaining sutures were taken away. At the present the swelh'ng has, in 
a great measure, subsided, but it will, no doubt, be months before the face 
entirely regains its contour. 



G. 

A Cask of Caries op the Elbow Joint— Successful Amputatioic. 

The patient, aged thirty-eight, about two years since fell upon the ice, 
striking her left elbow with considerable force. The suffering occasioned 
by the fall was severe and lasted for some days ; but after the lapse of 
several weeks, gradually disappeared. 

A month later severe pain was experienced on the anterior face of the 
joint, which was supposed to be rheumatic in character, and was so treated 
by medical attendants. The arm, however, began to swell ; and, none of 
the means resorted to for her relief proving of any avail, she entered the 
hospital in this city, where she remained for some time under the care of 
the surgeons, who opened an abscess that had pointed below the olecranon. 
She then returned to her home ; but the disease was not arrested, nor had 
the abscess ceased discharging. 

- Daring many succeeding months she was under the care of an Allopathic 
physician, who used many external applications to the joint — poultices, 
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liniments, &c., and who at varioas periods lanced the swelling at different 
points. 

When she came into my hands I found-the arm enormously swollen 
(vide Fig. A), and enveloped in a correspondingly enormous stramonium 
poultice; ^ve sinuses taking a course directly to the elbow joint, were 
continually pouring out a thin, ill-conditioned pus; an abscess was point- 
ing at the middle and posterior aspect of the fore arm, and the patient, 
emaciated by the constant discharge and excessive pain, {^resented all the 
appearances of dangerous hectic. 

The first point in the treatment was to remove the poultice that covered 
the arm. 

It is astonishing that th^re are so many in the profession who, appa- 
rently, do not understand the action of a poultice, when it does good, or 
when harm, and who indiscriminatly order its continual application with 
out regard either to the character of the jdischarge, the stage of the dis- 
ease, or the condition of the patient. The poultice aforesaid had been 
continually kept upon the arm for seven weeks, and was the successor to 
others of like proportion and character. 

The abscess was then lanced and a large quantity of pus evacuated. 
Tiie probe introduced into the sinuses gave unmistakcable evidence of 
caries and destroyed periosteum of the three bones which enter into the 
formation of the elbow joint. A roller, wet with calendula solution, was 
applied the whole length of the fore arm and arm, and silicea was admin- 
istered internally three times per day. Under this treatment, and a nutri- 
tious and slightly stimulating diet, the patient gradually improved, her 
rest was more tranquil, and the tumefaction of the arm subsided consider- 
ably; but at this point the case remained stationary, and all the remedial 
measures that were applied failed to bring her onward in convalescence. 
This condition of things continued for several weeks, until, finally, it was 
impossible not to observe that the disease was again assuming the mastery. 

.At this juncture I advised either resection of the joint, or amputation as 
a last resort, and accordingly the patient was brought to the cky for that 
purpose. 

Conservative surgery, in its recommendation to excise bones and joints, 
saves many valuable limbs, and these operations, particularly resection of 
the knee and elbow, are being successfully practiced where amputation, 
according to the old opinions, was the only hope of relief. In the Ameri- 
can Medical Times for Nov. 30th, 1861, we find a quotation from a London 
journal, which bears upon this point. It reads: "At King's College it is 
now a rare thing to see an amputation; and Mr. Ferguson asserts that, in 
almost nine cases out of ten, excision should be performed in its stead.'' 

But the desideratum is not only to save the limb, but that the member 
may be somewhat useful to the patient, and that no risk may be incurred 
in the operation. 

Let us look for a moment into the anatomy of the elbow joint and its 
surroundings for the proper diagnosis and prognosis of exsection We 
find the upper pronators of the forearm and the flexors of the fingers 
attached by means of the intermuscular septum to the sharp ridgo on the 
internal condyle of the humerus, and the supinators and some of the exten- 
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flora of the fingers fixed to a corresponding portion of the external condyle. 
The origin of these muscles occupies a space of an inch or an inch and a' 
half on either side of the lower extremity of the arm-bone. 

On the anterior face of the joint we see the great flexor of the fore-arm on 
the arm, the biceps, attached to the tubercle of the radius and the brachial is 
internus fixed to the coronoid procesfe of the ulna. The triceps extensor 
forms the posterior covering of the Joint, and is adherent to the olecranon 
process of the ulna. Beneath this muscle, and winding around the 
olecranon, the ulnar nerve takes its course. Such, with the external and 
internal, anterior and posterior lateral ligaments, are the structures that 
demand consideration in the exsection of the elbow joint. 

If, then, disease has affected the lower portion of the condyles of the 
humerus, leaving some healthy bone above for the attachment of the flexors 
and pronators, the extensors and supinators-— exsection of the diseased 
mass should certainly be practiced. 

If the whole of the olecranon be involved, together with the sigmoid 
notches, and even a part of the coronoid process, leaving, however, a 
healthy point for the insertion of the anterior brachial muscle — the limb 
may be saved. If, together with this, the head and neck of the radius be 
implicated, leaving the tubercle for the attachment of the biceps— -exsec- 
tion is the remedy. But if, on the contrary, both condyles of the humerus 
and the ridges leading to them, together with rhe shaft of the bone itself, 
the coronoid process of the ulna, and the tutercle of the radius, and body 
of the bones, be in a state of disorganization, nothing but amputation can 
be resorted to with a reasonable hope of success. 

In this case it was impossible to determine with the probe to what 
extent the caries had extended, and 1 therefore determined to proceed cau- 
tiously and endeavor to exsect the joint, but if, upon cutting down upon 
the bones, they should be found in a condition not favorable for such an 
operation, to amputate the arm at the middle third of the humerus. 

Accordingly, on the second day of November, in the presence of Drs. 
Grodfrie, Langue, Morrison, and Spalding, the patient being plac< d fully 
under the influence of chloroform, and turned upon her right side, I made 
two incisions, each about four inches in length, on the posterior surface of 
the point corresponding with the condyles of thehumerus, by joining these 
by a transverse cut, two flaps were made, and dissected up. The hemorrhago 
from this part of the operation, although no vessels of any import were 
divided, was quite profuse, owing to the enlarged condition of the capil- 
laries. The blood was thin and dark colored. The tendon of the triceps 
was then cut through and the olecranon exposed; the whole joint was 
found, upon examination, to be so much involved, and the shafts of all the 
bones so implicated, that the tourniquet was applied, and I removed the 
arm by the circular method, at the third. Eight ligatures were required to 
arrest the bleeding, and the oozing was so considerable that the wound 
was allow**d to remain open for some time. The edges were then brought 
together M'ith silk sutures, a roller bandage applied from above down- 
ward to the stump, and compresses, saturated with a solution of calendula, 
laid upon the cut surfaces. Six, p. h., the patient rallied from the effects 
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of the anaesthesia well, but complained bitterly of severe pain in the 
region of the heart. 

R Aconite I, gtt. x,\ 
Aqua font, § iv* 
A dessert spoonful every thirty minutes. The effects of this medicine in 
allaying tliese engorgements i^ siKprising; in two or three hours the 
symptom was much alleviated. f 

November 3d. Passed a quiet night; opened the stump; no tension; 
considerable oozing; ordered aconite continued and the calendula solution 
frequently repeated; not njuch appetite. 

November 5th. Stump looks well; removed two of the sutures to allow 
free drain; applied three light straps; continued calendula water di-essings; 
complained of pain during the dressing. Diet: beef tea and brandy and 
water. 

November llh. A rainy day; patient complains of sharp pain running 
to shoulder and neck; also of the usual sensations in the finger. 
R Daphne mez. 6th dil., gtt. xv, 
Aqua font, S vj. 
A tablespoonful every two hours. 

From this period the patient continued to improve.' The diet has been 
stimulating from the first, and she improved steadily so soon as she had 
recovered from the first shock of the amputation. The last ligature came 
away on the twenty*ninth day, and the patient was discharged on the 
nineteenth of December with a good and perfectly healed stump. For tho 
appearance presented by the bones, vide Fig. B, 
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A Kark Case or Hepatic Abscess, in which the Abdoicinal Walls were 
FiKRCKD Seven Times, and over Thirty Pints of Pas Evacuated; with an 
Account op the Autopsy. 

The case of hepatic abscess, which I am about to record, is one full of 
interest, inasmuch as it presents many features that differ from oi^inary 
cases of the kind, in the number of times that operations were performed 
for the relief of the patient, the enormous amount of pus that was dis- 
charged, and the absence of certain symptoms which arc generally regarded 
as pathognomonic of suppurative inflammation of the liver. 

It is scarcely necessary, in a paper of this kind, to enter upon the anato- 
mical description of the liver, which is certainly in a general manner fami- 
liar to all, though I confess that one must have a clear head to understand 
at a single reading the microscopic anatomy of the organ. 

We are liable to become entangled in the technicalities; what with lobes 
and lobules, vaginal plexuses, sub-lobular hepatic veins and inter-lobular 
hepatic ducts, intra-lobular portal circulation and lobular hepatic arteries, 
the description is liable to become rather confused; at least so I found it, 
and always experienced diificulty in explaining to students the wonderful 
land beautiful mechanism of this great gland, until I impressed upon them 
one fact, viz: That each lobe of the liver constitutes in itself an epitome of 



^y/fr //////<'l Aai/tfrr /'J V/'f.y/m 



Hgl2. 




A.Left Lobe. B LoiiisSpiffeld.CHemmn^ofLokisfkiadmtus. 
D. \iii£t Porta. KEJhrlions of the rifiAi Me /orming walls of the 
cavity. FMfinor Tina Cay^. Glhictus Venasus. 
riif Cavity is expased iy dntwing tArJimetits aside. 



SABE CASE OF HEPATIC ABSCESS. 77 

hepatic stmcture, and that there are two sets of veiils, one artery and one 
duct in each lobule; that of the two varieties of hepatic veins, the first is 
the intra-lobnlar, which occnpies the centre of lobule, and receives the blood . 
from a plexus, formed in each lobule by the radicles of the portal vein; the 
second variety being those veins contained in canals formed by the bases 
of the lobules, applied side by 6ide, and which veins, for the most part, 
receive the intra-lobular veins, or, in other words, in each of the minute 
lobules of the liver we have first, an artery (usual in all organs) to supply 
the requisite sustenance to the part; second, a vein to carry ofi^ effete blood; 
then thirdly, we have blood from which bile is extracted, contained in the 
portal vein, the secretion being carried awa}' or received, fourthly, into the 
ultimate ducts of the acini, and following these channels to the larger biliary 
canals. The minute anatomy of the liver is a most wonderful creation of 
nature, and its study will repay any one who undertakes it in the right 
spirit. 

Diseases of the liver are not of very infrequent occurrence, but I candidly 
believe that they will proportionably diminish as people begin to undtrstaud 
a little more true physiology. 

In this western county the poor liver is a perfect pack-horse. The first 
word that a child pronounces is " bilious;*' men come to you with backache 
and tell you they are bilious; women with the stomach-ache say they are 
bilious; Johnny has a cough and his liver is torpid; and Julia is constipated 
because her liver " wont't act." It is a bilious country, and the bile and 
liver, and the liver and bile are first to be ^"acted orC^ in every case of disease, 
whether tooth-ache or tetanus, colic or typhoid fever; and what is the result 
of such ideas ? Ideas that are instilled into the hearts of the little ones, 
and grow with their growth, and strengthen with their strength. Ah! the 
result is too palpable, viz., to find something to stimulate the liver, and 
calomel is introduced; blue pill is taken or prescribed, and constitutions are 
ruined, health is banished, and as the pale cheek of disease comes slowly 
on, still the cry is for mercury, more stimulus for the liver. Every doctor 
who has seen six months practice knows this; every layman who has 
watched his own or his neighbor's children, is perfectly aware of the fact- 
I recollect hearing old Dr. Meigs once say in a lecture to his students, that 
if he held at that moment the last particle of mercury in the world, and no 
more could be obtained, that he would destroy the medicine, as he believed 
that although certainly one of the most frequently beneficial agents in the 
materia n)edica, yet its abuse had greatly exceeded its curative results. 
Dr. Abercrombie says: "In the liver diseases of this country, mercury is 
often used in an indiscriminate manner, and with very undefined notions as 
to a certain specific influence, which it is supposed to exert over all the 
morbid conditions of this organ." 

If the liver is supposed to be in a state of torpor, mercurjt is given to 
excite il, if in a state of acute inflammation, mercury is given to moderate 
the inflammation and reduce its action, There can be no doubt that the 
constant use of calomel and other preparations of the mineral have and 
still will continue to induce many abnormal derangements of the liver, and 
to my mind suppurative inflammation of the organ, is certainly one of 
them. 
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On the 8eventeeath%of July, 1862, I was called to the "Sisters' Hospi- 
tal/' in this city, to visit a gentleman who had been ill there for some time, 
and having undergone the usual routine of the old school, was anxious to 
ascertain if the new gave any better prospect of success. I found him, 
though a man of large frame, considerably emaciated with a hard swelling, 
not discolored, on his right side, extending from beneath the cartilages of 
the ribs to a short distance below the umbilicus and filling up the whole 
epigastric region. The tumor was very hard, and was moveable to such 
an extent, that I at first believed it to be unconnected with the liver; there 
was no pain, no sensitiveness, no cough, but little fever; in fact no very 
marked symptom, excepting anorexia with the emaciation, and a feeling of 
numbness with pain in the left leg. It is well to recollect the latter symp- 
tom for future diagnosis. This pain continued to a greater or less extent 
to the termination of the patient's life, and was exactly similar in character 
to that described by authors as being complained of in the shoulder by 
those suffering from suppurative inflammation of the liver. Indeed, this 
peculiar suffering is often so remarkable that it at least deserves a pass- 
ing notice. Budd* writes: 'Tain in the right shoulder is indeed far less 
frequent in cases of abscess of the liver than is generally imagined, but 
it existed in five out of the fifteen casas I had to treat at the Drudnought, 
and in some of these cases there could be no doubt that the pain in the 
shoulder was dependant upon the disease of the liver." The same author 
states that of five patients treated by M. Louis, not one experienced pain 
in the shoulder, but that Annesby believes that pain in that locality is a 
sure indication that disease is situated in the right lobe. Some authors 
have even stated tliat when the pain exists in the right shoulder, the 
abscess is situated on the convex surface of the right lobe. This peculiar 
suffering is unaccompanied with heat or swi^lling, and is not much increased 
by pressure, although it may be and often is aggravated by compression of 
the liver. My patient, as has been before observed, had not this pain, but 
complained bitterly of bis left leg, particularly about the knee-joint. In 
fact, we may certainly assume that these sufferings are purely sympathetic, 
whetiier they are referred to the shoulder, the knee, or to the right rectus 
muscle, which latter is considered by Mr. Twining, and other surgeons of 
India, as a pathognomonic indication of deep seated hepatic abscess. 

Having removed the iodine which was applied to the swelling, I substi- 
tuted compresses wet with tepid water to the part, and knowing that the 
patient had for soro^ time been under the influence of powerful mercurials, 
I prescribed, 

R Acidi-nitric, 3, gtt. x. 
Aqua font, S ij- 
A tablespoonful every three hours, together with an acid foot-bath, pre- 
pared with nitre, muriatic acid and hot water. In two days, although 
there was no perceptible change in the swelling, the general condition of 
the patient was improved; and, believing that he had received enough 
mercury to perceive its primary and perhaps poisonous effect, yet that its 

• On DiMMM of th« LiTwr, p. li. 
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curative action might be developed, I ordered, mercurius vivas, 6 pulv. 
XX. A powder morning, noon and night. 

This treatment was continued for some time, the general health improv- 
ing, but the other symptoms remaining stationary; at this juncture I 
requested Dr. Temple to see him with me in consultation, and we pre^ 
scribed, for the presenting symptoms, 

Conium mac, 30. A dose at bed-time. 
Arsen. alb., 30. A dose in the morning. 

He improved slowly under this treatment, but I was convinced that in a 
private room at the hospital the air was not of a sufficient purity, and, 
therefore advised his removal not only from the institution, but from the 
city. This was accordingly done, and medicine given to him to last a 
number of days. On the 24th day of August, when we visited the patient, 
there was a manifest change in the tumor; it was larger, not so circum- 
scribed, was causing dyspnoea, and fluctuation could, by very careful 
manipulation, be felt below the cartilage of the first false rib. 

During all this period the questions that forced themselves upon our 
minds were, first, as to the cause of this disease; and secondly, the pro- 
priety of opening the cavity of the abscess. There were, be it remem- 
bered, in this case no well marked symptoms of suppuration, as would 
naturally be expected, during the formation of a largo quantity of pus; 
indeed, from the first there was an absence of many of the characteristics 
which belong to the hepatic abscess, and which Gross* describes as 
"severe aching, gnawing, throbbing pain in the hypochondriac and scapu- 
lar regions; marked enlargement of the liver; great embarrassment of 
' breathing and inability to lie on the left side, accompanied by violent 
rigors, alternating with flushes of heat, excessive gastric irritability, and 
a muddy, jaundiced state of the eye and skin. As the matter accumulates 
and approaches the surface of the organ, it excites inflammation in its 
peritoneal covering, causing it to adhere to the wall of the abdomen." 
There could be, however, no doubt as to the true character of the disorder, 
but the diagnosis was of deep-seated matter, afiecting probably the sub- 
stance of the liver and not its capsule, still making the disorder of more 
grave character.f Should the pus be evacuated artificially, or should it 
be allowed to discharge itself ? 

It is well known that there are many points of exit, through which 
hepatic pus may pass, and patients have been known to recover after the 
rupture of large hepatic abcesges; on the other hand the operation is 
attended with some risk, and not many have survived its performance, — 
I mean recovered their wonted health. Again, we know that many at 
once succumb to the inflammatory action engendered by the purulent 
matter from the liver escaping into other parts of the body. 

It is interesting to observe how many points have been the site of rup- 
ture of large hepatic abscesses. Gragie^ says that, besides the abscess 

• operative Surgery, Vol. II. p. 795. 

t " Sappurstire iDflammation of the nver miist be oonsidered as affeotlcg either the snb- 
stanee of the lirot or its oapsale ; the former is, in iemperftte oUmateij xftlher a rare nffeo- 
tion.'»— Jones St Skeiverlng's Path. Anat., p. 510. 

X Pathological Anatomj, 859-860. 
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discharging into the abdominal cavity, the pus may pass through the air- 
cells into the bronchii, by the adhesive process into some part of the 
intestinal canal, the stomach, transverse arch of the colon or even the 
duodenum, and Rokitansky,* with his usual system and accurateness, men- 
tions several other outlets, as into the gall-bladder, or one of the larger 
branches of the hepatic duct, through the diaphragm into tlie pericardium, 
and even into large vessels, as the vena cava. He mentions a case in 
which communication was established between a hepatic abscess, and the 
vena portal and the duodenum. 

Taking, therefore, all these circumstances into consideration, and the 
great danger of allowing a large collection of pus to discharge itself, we, 
without very long deliberation, can^e to the conclusion to let out the fluid, 
although the operation itself is not one that is always successful, or free 
from danger. Mr. Buddf says: "Many physicians have recommended 
that abscesses of the liver be opened; but there is much danger in the 
practice." He then mentions several sources of danger, first of which is 
the difficulty of distinguishing a hepatic abscess from a distended gall 
bladder, the puncture of which would of couise prove almost immedi- 
ately fatal to the patient. 

Now. although Annesly and Dr. Stokes allude to this difficult diagnosis 
as a source of great danger, and although cases of this kind are upon 
record for our information, yet so far as my own experience goes, I should 
judge that the diagnosis between the two disorders could be sufficiently 
made out to prevent such a blunder. Another hazard is much more to be 
dreaded. On this point BuddJ writes: "A source of far greater danger is 
the circumstance which has been before noticed, that the inflammation 
which leads to abscess is often confined to the substance of the liver, and 
does not involve its capsule. As the abscess approaches the surface, 
adhesive inflammation of the peritoneum immediately above it usually 
takes place, and a small quantity of lymph is poured out, which causes 
adhesions between the wall of the abscess and the parts with which it is 
brought into contact. These adhesions are often of very small extent; 
sometimes they do not form at all, and as I have before remarked, the 
abscess bursts into the cavity of the peritoneum, causing speedy collapse 
and death. By opening an abscess of the liver before adhesions have 
formed, we may be directly instrumental in bringing on this fatal issue; 
the pus may escape into the cavity of the peritoneum, and the patient die 
in a few hours, obviously in consequence of the operation." Another 
danger is also encountered in allowing air to enter the cavity of the 
abscess, and decomposition of both air and pus results, and fresh inflam- 
tnatory action is developed. 

These considerations being fully recognized, after due consultation, it 
was deemed proper to open the abscess, particularly as the patient was 
suflfering intensely from oppression of breathing and other symptoms, which 
appeared to demand immediate relief. 
1 

• PsthologioftI Anatomy, vol. II, p« 108. 
t Diseases of the Liver, p. 123. 
f Disease! of the Liver, p. 123. 
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Accordingly, on the 26th day of Anguet, Dr. Temple and myself visited 
the patient, and after careful examination and manipulation detected fluctua- 
tion below the second false rib. At this spot I introduced a trocar, and passed 
it about half of the depth of the instrument, but no matter followed its 
withdrawal; it was again inserted into the canula, the instrument pressed 
up to the guard, the whole length of the canula, immediately the pus began 
to flow, and a little over five pints were evacuated. The precaution had 
been taken to make a valvular opening to prevent the admission of air 
when the canula was withdrawn. It is interesting to study the true charac- 
ter of this matter. It was very thick, and of a reddish chocolate color, 
having also that peculiar heavy and nauseating odor, which we find in the 
dissecting room during the examination of decayed liver; occasionally 
there was mixed with this a fluid which evidently was unadulterated pus* 
Upon thinking of the color of this pus I was for a time rather puzzled, 
because, upon consulting some authorities upon the subject, I found that 
the suppurative process in the Hver generally ended in the formation of the 
ordinary purulent matter. Budd* sayS: ** The matter in a hepatic abscess 
is usually white or ydlavnsh, and ib free from odor, unless when it is in close 
proximity to the lungs, where it sometimes becomes decomposed and fetid 
from the admission of air.'' He then goes on to state that many of the older 
writers described the pus of abscesses of the liver as being generally red 
or claret colored; but, according to his experience, such observations are 
incorrect. It is well to bear this statement in mind in order to explain 
wherein Mr. Budd is right and wherein also the "old writers" are per- 
fectly correct This will appear from the following facts. Jokitanskyf 
states: " In reference to its contents, the hepatic abscess presents consider- 
able differences at dififerent periods, depending in part upon the communi. 
cation established in the biliary vessels ; and a large abscess of long standing 
invariably contains pus, mixed with a considerable amount of bile, which 
arises from a communication which is estabHshed between the larger gall ducts J' 
Jones and Skeirering;]; also the following, which is worthy of remark in 
this connection: ''When an enlarging abscess reaches a hepatic duct 
branch, it does not set up inflammation in its walls and cause its obstruc- 
tion, but it ulcerates through its tunic, and establishes a communication 
between the efferent channel and its own cavity. Hence it occurs that the 
pus contained in large abscesses is always mingled with a considerable 
amount of bile, while that of the smaller or recent abscesses is almost 
pure." 

From these facts we would draw the deduction that in the majority of 
cases examined by Mr. Budd, the abscesses were recent and of rather 
limited extent, while the observations of the older authora were probably 
based upon the appearances derived from large collections of hepatic pus. 

In the present case the admixture of the bile no doubt was the cause of 
the peculiar color of the liquid, and the explanation is readily found, as 



* SnppnratiTo InflAmmation of th« Livor, p. 107. 
t Pathological Anatomy, Vol. II, p. 107. 
t Pathological Anatomy, p. 610-511. 
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mentioned in the above quotations, in the destraction of the walls of the 
vaginal hepatic duels. 

After the evacuation of a little over five pints, the verj weak condition 
of the patient induced us to withdraw the instrument. The medicine then 
prescribed was arsenicum in solution once in four hours. 

August 26th. — Passed a very comfortable night; no pain in the wound 
or in the region of the abscess; a fair appetite; poise about 98; patient 
cheefful, and expresses his satisfaction at the operation. Continue arseni- 
cum. 

August 2tth. — ^Not much sleep; restless and feverish; skin hot and dry; 
not much enlargement over the cavity of the abscess. Prescribed chamo- 
milla and arsenicum. 

August 28th. — Better than yesterday. We concluded to let cut the 
remaining quantity of pus, and therefore with a valvular opening entered 
the trocar on the margin of the quadratus lumborum, about four inches 
lower down than at the preceding puncture. 

The instrument was pushed as far as it could be made to enter. The 
discharge was not so thick, nor quite so highly colored, although it pre- 
sented many similar characteristics to that evacuated on the 26th. About 
the same quantity was drawn off. The patient was relieved very much by 
this operation. 

August 29th. Passed a good night; prescribed hepar and arsenicum. 
two doses of each daily, applied water compresses to the side, ordered 
slight stimulus, wine whey, broth, &c., and left him for some days with the 
understandpg that I was to hear daily of his condition. 

We may here pause for a moment, to speak of the various methods that 
have been devised for the opening of these abscesses, and to understand 
their rationale, we must recollect the dangers that are to be encountered 
in the operation; these are mainly two, the first being the risk that adhe- 
sion has not taken place between the peritoneum and the wall of the 
abscess; and that by the puncture an opening may be made that would 
allow a certain quantity of pus to escape into the cavity of the peritoneum, 
thereby causing inflammatory action and speedy death; and secondly, the 
danger of the admission of air into the cavity, thereby setting up decom- 
position of the pus already formed, and exciting the pyogenic membrane 
lining the abscess to fresh production of purulent matter. To obviate the 
first difficulty, viz: the discharge of pus into the peritoneal cavity, the fol- 
lowing process has been devised by Dr. raves, and is recommended by 
other surgeons, viz: to make free incisions through the muscular parieties 
of the abdomen, and to press to the bottom of the wounds thus made, 
pledgets of lint, thereby exciting adhesive inflammation between the 
reflected layer of the peritoneum and that covering the abscess, thus mak- 
ing sure that no pus can enter the abdominal cavity after the puncture of 
the abscess. The admission of air into the cavity can also be prevented, 
first, by making a valvular opening, or by having screwed to the canula 
a bladder with a stop-cock attached (as recommended in the puncture of 
the thoracic walls); by turning the valve the air is prevented from passing 
through the canula, and the bladder may be emptied at pleasure. Taking, 
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however, the precaution of drawing the integument well over the spot at 
which the puncttire is to be made, and holding it firmly in that position 
while the trocar io entered obliquely, it will readily be perceived that so 
noon as the canula is withdrawn, the skin by its natural elasticity will 
retract to its usual position, and thus effectually close the opening. 

After the last operation was concluded, a depression in the right hypo- 
chondriac existed, about the size of a child's head. 

September 3d. Sent for in haste; found the patient exhausted, suffering 
from oppression, and eagerly demanding another operation. 

Passed the trocar at a point about midnray between the sites of the other 
operations. Drew off five pints of purulent matter, of much the same 
appearance and odor. Great relief experienced by the patient. 

September 4th. Better, has a little appetite; complains of great pros- 
tration. Ordered silex and arsenicum, slight stimulants, &c. 

September 12 th. Again necessity compelled iy to perform another 
operation. Four pints of thin and dark colored matter were evacuated. 

September 13tb. Much prostrated, no sleep; appetite gone; great con- 
cavity in the affected side. 

September 19th. At the urgent request of the patient and family, the 
fifth puncture was made, and four and a half pints of pus came away. 

About this period, the patient began to sink more rapidly, and having 
some very important pecuniary business to transact before th6 fatal termin- 
ation of his disease, he desired to be removed to town, to be more con- 
venient to his lawyers, who were necessarily in frequent communication 
with him in reference to his estate. 

September 26th. The sixth puncture was made, and as the pus found 
exit, a horrid foetor aiMiounced the rapid decomposition of parts. Again 
four pints of this fluid were evacuated. The patient was now i*maciated to 
a skeleton, he complained so bitterly of his bed being so " hard,'' and bed 
sores making their appearance in different parts of his body, that I had 
him placed on a water-couch. 

The inexpressible relief that he found from this luxury of the sick-room, 
was as gratifying to myself as to immediate relatives and friends. 

October 4th. Again he demanded another operation to relieve his 
anguish. The last two I had performed myself without any assistance, 
owing to the unseasonable times that generally had to be selected for mak- 
ing the puncture; at this, the last operation. Dr. Fellerer assisted mc 
The trocar was entered about the same locality, taking care as usual to 
avoid the old cicatrices, and three pints of the same foetid matter drawn off 
From this time he slowly sank, without pain, and lived for three days 
when he died in the most quiet manner. 

The autopsy was made in the presence of Drs. Temple, Luyties and 
Gomstock. Before opening the body we evacuated the abscess, by a large 
incision through the quadratus lumborum muscle, I think that quite half a 
gallon of matter passed into the bucket. It was extremely foBtid. Upon 
exposing the lungs, they were found pale and atrophied, with slight ten 
deucy to tuberculous deposit on the apex of the right lobe. 

These were of long standing. The heart was smaller than natural, the 
pericardium somewhat thickened, the fluid, about normal in quantity. 
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There were some adhesioDS of the pleura on the left side of the thorax. 

The stomach was healthy, the spleen enlarged and congested, the kidneys 
normal. The liver was a perfect pathological curiosity. It extended far 
below the umbilicus but did not encroach very much more than ordinarily 
into the left hypochondriac region. The enormoiis swelling was in the 
right lobe. A most perfect and beautiful adhesion had taken place between 
the parietal peritoneal coat of the organ and its reflected portion, along 
the usually free and sharp edge of .the right lobe. This provision of nature 
to prevent the pus from escaping into the abdomen, was wonderful to 
behold. 

The cavity, an enormous one (vide Fig. 12), was confined exclusively to 
the right lobe of the liver, the thinnest wall being inferiorily, and the thick- 
est laterally. This appearance immediately accounted for the depth to 
which the trocar had to be passed to reiich the cavity of the abscess. The 
left and other lobes of the liver did not present any appearance of suppu- 
rative inflammatory action, although all were somewhat hypertrophied. 
The weight of the whole mass after it had been thoroughly cleansed and 
divested of appendages, was ten pounds and a half 

Thus, I believe, is recorded a remarkable case of hepatic abscess, 
wherein over thirty pints of matter were drawn off, and seven operations 
made. 

To estimate the quantity of matter in its proper light, I will give one 
more quotation from Budd : ^'Abscesses of the liver sometimes attain an 
extraordinary size. In one instance, I estimated the quantity of matter 
in an abscess to be two quarts. A case is related by Annesly, in which 
an abscess of the liver contained ninety ounces of matter, and Dr. Inman, 
of Liverpool, has sent me an account of one still more extraordinary, that 
fell under his own observation, in which the quantity of matter was found 
by measurement to be thirteen pints.'' 

I would here also remark, that the liver which I have now carefully pre- 
served among my preparations, I find, much to my sorrow, appears to be 
decomposing on the thinner or concave margin of the abscess, although I 
avc used both alcohol and corrosive sublimate to harden the structure. 
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ARTICLE V. 

Importance of Pathological Indications in the Selection of Remedies, illustrated by 
the action of Tartar Emetic Bj Edwin M. ILilb, M.. D., of Chicago, III. 

Hahnemann placed the science of medicine on an imperishable basis, 
when be discovered that remedies for disease should be selected by the law 
of ** aimUia;" and that the symptoms of the medicine should be our guide 
in all cases. By symptoms he understood those sensations, pains, etc., 
caused by the drug, and which are termed the subjective symptoms of a 
pathogenesis. I do not mean to imply that he ignored the objective symp- 
toms altogether, but they certainly occupied a lower place in his estimation. 
^«ch was the uncertain condition of the science of pathology in his time, that 
it is not to be wondered at that Hahnemann should reject its dubious teach- 
ings; but, in so doing, he went to the other eztrefiie, and his followers, 
even to this day, have imitated his example. It remains for homoeopathic 
physicians of the present day to finish the glorious work Hahnemann 
begun and add their pathological pathogeneses to his excellent symptomo- 
logical provings. Not until we have such provings, can we consider our 
materia medica to be based upon a perfect method. In the introduction to 
a late work on New Remedies,*^ the writer has given his views on this 
subject. 

The tendency among Jphysicians now, is to engage more fully than 
formerly in the study of the pathology of disease; and this naturally leads 
to the study of the pathological effects of medicines. There are not want- 
ing, however, even now, those who affect to despise the assistance of 
pathology in diagnosis, and assert that it is of no importance as a guide 
in the selection of the specific homoeopathic ^remedy. I propose to illus- 
trate, by the action of tartar emetic, the importance of a proper study of 
drug-pathology, as well as drug-symptoms. 

I have selected this drug because its action is so ptofound and pervad- 
ing that its pathological effects are well known. We will not trouble our- 
selves to inquire how it acts on the organism; whether through the circu- 
lation of the blood or nervous impulsion. Such abstract questions are out 
cf place in a practical paper. 

For all practical purposes, we may consider the two tissues, skin and 
mucous membrane as analogous. A medicine which profoundly affects the 
one also affects the other, and the drug under consideration is no exception 
to the general rule. The endemic application of tartar emetic causes the 
following condition: "It at first produces redness, and afterwards pustules 
which closely resemble those of small-pox, like which they form scabs and 
may leave indelible scars behind them.'^f This eruption is usually mature 
on the fourth or fifth day. If the skin is delicate or diseased, large and 

• New Homceopathio ProTingi, page viu 
t Stille'a Therapeatioe and Materia Medica. 
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deep sloughs are prodaced. Itsieffects may even go deeper than the skin^ 
for Neumann saw caries of the sternum and vertebra from the use of the 
ointment. The eruptions caused by this drug are thus described: "PustU' 
lar eruptions with brown serum; redness and erysipelatous tension of the 
sUn; small scabs replaced by indelible cicatrices." '^The skin becomes 
hot and animated; slowly small isolated pustules (aqueous), with a red 
aerola, develop themselves: in the interspaces the skin red and tumefied, 
and the resemblance to small-pox is very marked. If applied again, 
pustules slowly enlarge, blue in color, depressed in center, and contain 
pus; on the fourth or fifth day they become confluent; pain is then very 
great; crusts with depression like those of small-pox/' 

Many allopathic writers have reported that the application of tartar 
emetic ointment upon a part has been followed by a crop of pustules upon 
another and often distant region of the body, and that even its internal 
administration in small doses has caused eruptions similar to those de- 
scribed above upon the skin. Mayerboffin, in his careful experiments, mention^ / 
" a transient, but irritating pustular eruption upon the skin," The same 
fact is also noticed by Lohmeier. In cases of poisoning by largo doses 
this symptom has been more notable. In a case reported in the Lancet, 
by Dr. Pollock, there was, *' on the third day, a copious eruption of tartar 
emetic pustules on the whole body." Stille says this is the only example 
known of such an occurrence ; but in this ho is wrong, for in oar recorded 
pathogenesis it is mentioned as i;>f frequent occurrence.'*' 

Case I. 
One writer mentions "vesicular eruptions over the whole body; erup- 
tions of pustules and vesicles which fill with pus in two days similar to 
variolous pustules, and very painful; these pustules dry and form crusts; 
this eruption comes out at first in the face and forearms and then upon the 
back." 

Case II. 

" An Essex farmer had been taking the tartar emetic for six days in half 
grain doses, every three hours, while suffering under acute pneumonia. 
The characteristic eruption made its appearance over the whole body ; the 
patient was so well covered with pustules that his friends mistook the 
eruption for small-pox, a natural error." f 

Case III. 
"Dr. BOckh, of Oriefenhagen, ordered a fisherman to take two grains of 
tartar emetic in the course of thirty-six hours, for the cure of pneumonia. 
Scarcely twenty-four hou^-s after the last dose, there appeared an eruption 
exactly resembling that caused by the external application of the salt. It 
consisted of small po pulse or vesicles which rapidly enlarged and became 
full of pus, and of a deep red color at the base, resembling mature variolus 
pustules. In the course of a few days, thfey became dry and crusted at the 
top. The eruption appeared first on the inner surface of the forearm, and 
then on the whole back where the pustules were partly solitary and partly 
grouped." J 

• EUments of a K«w Materia Hedica^ by Uaicj, tt lU., page 399. 
I London Lanott* } lb. 
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Case IV. 
** A man with pneumonia took ten grains of tartar emetic in solution, in 
thirty-four hours. About twenty-four hours after the last dose, an eruption 
appeared which resembled in the closest paKiculars that produced by tartar 
emetic ointment ; it consisted of pimples and vesicles which increased 
rapidly in size and filled with pus in two days ; they were surrounded with 
a red base and resembled closely matured pustules of small pox, or smaller 
pustules of cow-pox. They were exceedingly painful, but most of them 
dried up in a few days and formed crusts ; a few became longer than the 
others and then resembled the pustules of ecthyma. The eruption com- 
menced on the innef surface of the right forearm, and then spread over the 
whole back where the pustules were both isolated, grouped and con- 
fluent."* 

Case V. 

"A girl, aged fourteen, took twenty grains of tartar emetic in the course 
of two weeks, when a pustular eruption appeared exactly similar to that 
caused by the ointment when applied to the skin."f 

These observations settle conclusively that the tartar emetic, whether 
applied externally or administered internally, produces a peculiar eruption 
on the skin bearing a close resemblance to the eruption of small-pox, and 
some other exanthemata. In connection with this, another well known fact 
should not be forgotten, namely, that whether used externally or internally^ 
a similar pustular (apthous) eruption, with similar lesions, is observed on 
the mucogs membrane of the mouth, throat and portions of the intestinal 
canal, showing that its action on these analogous tissues is quite similar 
if not identical. 

The symptoms above noted, it will be observed, are all objective. Sub- 
jective symptoms, were of course not wanting — they were such as usually 
attend such eruptions — but were not as peculiar as the eruption itself ; 
that is, no physician could have diagnosed such an eruption from the mere 
mention of the subjective symptoms attending. In a plate appended to 
th\s paper will be seen a comparative illustration of the tartar emetic 
eruption on the mucdus membrane of the fauces, and the i^mall-pox pustules 
on the skin. It will be seen that they are quite similar, though upon 
different tissues. The tartar emetic pustules upon the skin are so nearly 
identical with those of small^pox that no illustration is needed. The aim 
of this paper is two-fold — first, to show that by pathological indication 
alone (objective symptoms) wo can select a remedy with great certainty; 
aud second, to show, that when we are acquainted with both subjective 
and objective symptoms, the selection of the remedy is almost certain. It 
will now be proper to inquire whether the first proposition has been found 
to be true in the results of clinical experience. 

Dr. Sichenstein, of Brunswick, says of the tartar emetic pustules, ''the clear 
lymph of the pustules which arises from the external application of tartar 
emetic, produced inoculation pustules which «re quite indistinguishable 
from those produced by vaccination. They seem to confer the same pro- 
tection from cow-pox; they excite fresh pustules by inoculation, and in 

• Frank*! HtgaiiM. fib* 
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general in other respects would appear to be analogous to cow-pox.'^ The 
first experiment he made with them was in the summer of 1886, but as he 
never heard of any similar ones, he was then distrustful of them; up to 
this time he has made thirty-one vaccinations and re vaccinations with 
lymph of tartar emetic pustules, and has found them in all their relations 
" analogous to cow-pox lymph." 

This was written in 1855; since that time there has been no similar expe- 
riment made that we are aware of. The matter is worthy of investigation. 
Allopathic physicians have unwillingly used this medicine homoeopathically 
in eruptive diseases of the skin. Bethmc^n reports the case of a patient 
whose body was covered with numerous and large pustules, filled with 
pus, and whom he treated unsuccessfully with sulphur. He administered 
minute doses of this remedy and in a short time the skin became clear and 
the eruption disappeared without leaving cicatrices. 

HomcBopathic physicians have been very successful in their administra- 
tion of tartar emetic in eruptions similar to those it causes. Dr. Liedbeck, 
of Stockholm, states that he has never seen a case of small-pox terminate 
fatally when treated with tartar emetic in doses smaller than those given 
by the old school. He stated that all his cases yielded to tartarized anti- 
mony in small doses, without leaving a vestige of any after effect. He 
says that the identity of the tartar emetic pustule with the small-pox pus- 
tule, first suggested to him the remedy and its property also, according to 
Hahnemann, of producing miliary fever, scabs, etc. All the symptoms are 
vastly mitigated by the use of tartarus stibiatus in doses of a half to one 
grain dissolved in a pint of water, administered in tablespoonful doses 
every fourth hour. Often, after the first dose, he has found the tongue 
clearer, the fever subsiding, and even the difficulty of swallowing much 
lessened when the remedy had been given in time. 

Dr. Berg regards it the one remedy to be relied upon when there is irri- 
tation of the respiratory membranes. He states that, in the Stockholm 
epidemic of 1838 and 1839, this complication seems, without exception, to 
be the cause of fatal terminations, when such occurred; and while, when 
the disease was uncomplicated, he left^it to itself, if bronchial irritation 
declared itself, he ordered the repeated use of tartar emetic in small doses. 

Dr. Liedbeck says, that after nine years further experience, he would 
refer to the administration of tartarus stibiatus as a substitute for cow-pox 
inoculation. 

Dr. Stewart, of Natchez, has proved it a remedy of great value in small, 
pox. He writes: "For the last eig^t years 1 have relied almost entirely 
on the antimonium tartaricum, in the treatment of vitriol a. I have seen 
some cases in which the eruption had reached the papular and vesicular 
stage, and when the disease threatened to become confluent, promptly 
arrested and the eruption subside without passing on to the pustular stage.'' 
Dr. Stewart advises the first trituration in solution, not, however, in doses 
sufficient to cause nausea, as he believes its curative effect is gained with- 
out giving it ad nauseam. 

Dr. Fullgraff has treated successfully many cases of variola with the 
first trituration, using as an intercurrent an occasional dose of mercurius 
iodatus. Dr. Freligh commends it highly in pustular eruptions on various 
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parts of the body, resembling sma11*pox. He has cored with it several 
inveterate cases of barber's itch," which had resisted many other appa- 
rently appropriate remedies. 

Dr. Marcy says: "Our experience with it in rariola, lichen, porrigo, 
eczema and prurigo, has been favorable. In all chronic cutaneous affec- 
tions, however, we are in the habit of using from the sixth to the twelfth 
dilution." 

Dr. Peters (the apostate) once wrote: " It is the homodopathic remedy 
par excellence against suppurative and purulent affections." 

Dr. R. Ludlam recommends it highly in the second and third stages of 
variola. He uses the second and third triturations, and has seen the pus- 
tules "abort" under its use. 

' Dr.. P. H. Hale used the tartar emetic in several bad cases of confluent 
small pox with excellent results. He has found it of great utility in those 
eruptions which often follow vaccination, and which sometimes become 
chronic and obstinate under ordinary treatment; also in urticaria after vac- 
cination, or when occurring in plethoric subjects. He uses the first tritu- 
ration, one grain in a glass of water, for an adult a teaspoonful every two 
hours. I 

I have employed tartar emetic in many of the above eruptive diseases 
and found its use generally followed by an amelioration if not a cure. I 
am of the opinion that the virtues of this remedy have not been suflSciently 
tested. Not only is this medicine indicated by the purely objective symp- 
toms of various eruptions, but it is a fact worthy of notice that the consti- 
tutional effects of a retrocession of many eruptions are very similar to the 
effects of large doses of this drug, namely, constant nausea, bilious vomit- 
ing, watery or brownish diarrhoea, cold sweats, prostration, etc. 

We now turn from the pathogenetic and curative action of tartar emetic 
on the skin, to its effects upon the raucous membranes. 

Upon consulting the writings of Trousseau and Pidoux, Chomel, Andral, 
Stille and other allopathic autnorities, I find that the internal administra- 
tion and even the external application of tartar emetic to the skin has pro- 
duced upon the mucous membrane of the mouth and fauces the following 
lesions: 

Angine et stomateUe etyihemoteum, — Violent irritation of the throat, with 
difficult swallowing; swelling of the tonsils; bright redness of pharynx; 
erythematous eruptions on the lips. 

Salivalion aniimoniale. — The tongue, whatever its dryness, becomes 
rugous and brown, moistening as it becomes covered with flocculent and 
viscous coating; the teeth leave impressions on the sides of the tongue; 
ulcers like mercurial^ throat equally covered with large mucous flakes; 
continttal spiUing; hoarseness and roughness of voice; on the surface of the 
tongue, especially at the point, small, round ulcers, with lardy edges, from 
the size of a lentil to that of a fifty cent piece. These ulcers are very 
painful, but cicatrize readily. In some the swelling of the tongue and 
throat is such that the patient is deprived of speech. 

Pustular eruptions, — Upon the lips, tongue and palate^ like those on the 
skin; pustules also in the stomach and bowels, lips^ tongue, palate and 
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there is work enough for them, but strong, earnest educated men, physicioM, 
not doctors, who are willing to devote their energies, and lives if need be, 
to 80 noble a profession. The avenues to the medical profession are 
guarded by bitter allopathic prejudices, and while inferior minds maj pass 
with little question, all the guards uf personal influence, posts of honor, 
professional and social position are zealously thrown around those who 
would prove an honor to the profession. For this, among other reasons, 
are homoeopathic physicians zealously excluded from the army and navy, 
from hospital posts and college positions, and would be from the face of 
the earth was aUopaihic power sufficient for this purpose. 

HomoBopathy is fast beoofmxnq, in fact has already bfcome, an irresisiabk 
force in this country, which only, requires to be properly directed to give im- 
mediate and overwhelming results* May we not do much individually for 
our cause by earnestly and carefully directing to it the attention of ener- 
getic, efficient, educated medical students, and collectively by forming 
societies, founding and liberally sustaining dispensaries, hospitals and col- 
leges, which will be an honor and aid to our cause through the length and 
breadth of the land. 

The Massachusetts Homcsopathic Medical Society sends its greetings to 
the New York State Homoeopathic Medical Society, and will cordially join 
hands with it in any undertaking for the advancement of the noble science 
of homceopathy. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

Report of the Committee on Epidemics for the Fifth Jadicial District, appointed May 
10, 1864. Epidemic Diphtheria and Rubeola in Ononda^ oountj. By A. R. Mob- 
OAN, M. D., of Syracuse. 

The fifth district has been remarkably exempt from any serious epidemic 
during the past year. 

Pertussis and diphtheria have occurred sporadically and at one time we 
had quite a flurry of rubeola. 

Of pertussis nothing new was observed either in character or treatment. 

Diphtheria seemed unusually tractable, which inspired increased confi* 
dence in our ability to combat it. 

In a paper read before the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical 
Society at the semi-annual meeting in October last, by Dr. W. Henry 
Hoyt, a saturated solution of the chloride of sodium was reported to have 
accomplished great good in this disease. 

Dr. Hoyt employed aconite and bryonia, medium attenuations, ** together 
with a saturated solution of ^natrum muriaticum as a gargle," and says: 
" this in our hands has never failed in a single instance, and we believe 
that if used in the earlier stages of the disease, a fatal case would be a 
rarity, no matter how severe the invasion." 

This is perhaps assuming too much, but it at least is worthy of serious 
consideration. 

- Dr. Horatio Robinson, jr. of Auburn, a close observer and a gen- 
tleman of large experience, read before the Cayuga County Homoeopathic 
Medical Society a carefully prepared paper, strongly recommeivling the 
use of kali hydriodicum in diphtheria. 

Dr. R. states that he has been successful in every instance where the 
above remedy was early employed. He prescribes the first decimal intern- 
ally, repetition according to severity of symptoms, from half hour intervals 
to longer periods. He relates a number of highly interesting cases, where 
other methods of treatment, by high and low attenuations, were being pur- 
sued with unfavorable indications, and where the disease was promptly 
arrested and conducted to a speedy convalescence by his favorite remedy. 

A more complete pathogenesis of kali hycilriodicum will doubtless give 
us a legitimate basis upon which to found our confidence. 

Other physicians of extensive practice speak in enthusiastic terms of suc- 
cesses following the use of sulphuric acid and iodine, first decimal, each in 
alternation. An examination of the provings will exhibit the specific indi* 
cations for these two drugs. They bear a striking resemblance to the 
symptoms of diphtheria as it prevails in some localities. 

In the experience of your committee, the chlorate of potassa ha"^ dona 
well. 

Our ordinary method is to use according to their several indications one 
of the following remedies: aconite, belladonna, bryonia, cautharides, kali 
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bichromicum, laohesis, the mercurial preparations, muriatic kcid, nitric 
acid or rhus toxicodendron, and when the characteristic deposit takes place 
resort to the kali chloricum, a weak solution, as a gargle. This gargle 
has usually been employed in alternation with some one of the above named 
remedies. 

With this mode of treatment the disease with us, during the past year, 
has been happily controlled. 

Numerous reports from all quarters, favorable to the use of the various 
combinations of chlorine, viz., chlorate of potassa, chloride of sodium, chlo- 
rohydric acid, chloroform, and point significantly to that agent as of the 
first importadce in the treatment of diphtheria, and much may be expected 
from farther and more critical investigation in this direction. 

The habit of extolling certain remedies as specifics, without at the same 
time pointing out clearly the relation which they bear to the sick man, is 
exceedingly unsatisfactory and pernicious, and adds nothing substantial to 
genuine homcBopathy. 

It is plain that the employment of natrum muriaticum, kali hydriodicum 
and kali chloricum, in the manner above described, is altogether too loose 
and empirical to satisfy the nice requirements of our science. 

Of the natrum muriaticum we have a very full pathogenesis, and in study- 
ing it we find a very fair type of the early stage of a majority of the cases 
of this formidable disease as developed in this county during the past 
year. 

The meager proving we possess of kali hydriodicum and kali chloricum, 
point with unmistakable emphasis to their importance. 

The kali chloricum has already become the "sheet anchor" of the old 
school, and a more thorough knowledge of it will render it indispensable 
to us — its efficacy being due solely to its homoeopathic relation. 

In our first experience (upon the advent of this disease) we confined our- 
selves principally to the low attenuations, from Ist to 8d decimal of aco- 
nite, belladonna, bryonia, kali bichromicum, mercurius prot. iodid. and mer- 
cnrius biniodide, and lost a fearful percentage of cases, although results com- 
pared more than favorably with those of the old school. During the next 
season better results followed the use of attenuations ranging from the 3d 
to 80th centissimal; from this we proceeded to employ occasionally the 
200th, but one fact was too frequently observed, instances of remarkable 
severity marched stoadily along to a fatal termination, without the least 
apparent check or hindrance. 

During the past year the attenuations employed in diphtheria have been 
almost exclusively from 8d to 80th centissimal, with a solution of kali chlo- 
ricum, 10 grains to a pint of water. This led, to a favorable termination in 
every case but one, which was treated principally with the 200th potency, 
and without the use of the chlorinated gargle and proved fatal. 

The attack in this '' one more unfortunate'' case seemed no more severe 
in the onset than the others which recovered ; and I confess to some degree 
of sensitiveness, when I reflect upon the fact, that it alone proved an excep- 
tion. 

Diphtheria prevails during some seaQons and in some localities in a much 
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more malignant form than in others; and may not this fact alone be 
fiuflScient to account to a large extent for many glowing reports of suo- 
cesful results by modes of treatment, which have utterly failed in other 
localities? 

In the treatment of the eequelad-of diphtheria, the high attenuations in 
the hands of your committee have been more salutary than the low. 

Daring a light epidemic of rubeola, in the winter and spring of 1864, a 
number of cases of extraordinary character occurred, exhibiting a simul- 
taneous development of both rubeola and scarlatina miliaris. 

The stage of invasion was strongly marked by the usual symptoms of 
measles, accompanied by sore throat, high fever, and in two cases, which 
came under our observation^ by nausea and vomiting, which disappeared 
upon the breaking out of the eruption. 

The eruption appeared at the usual time (third or fourth day), first upon 
the face^ then successively upon the breast, abdomen and extremities, and 
was decidedly anomalistic in type. 

The surface of the body was moist and covered with an elevated rough 
dark-red papular eruption, redness persistent under the touch, while here 
and there, dispersed over the face, neck and breast, were the peculiar 
crescentic wheals of rubeola. 

Tonsil itis, with ulceration, accompanied all these cases; the tongue was 
in most of them covered with an apthous deposit, which, as the malady 
progressed towards a favorable termination, became clear, smooth and re(L 

In one case the papules were so large and firm to the feel, as to strik- 
ingly suggest variola in the first stage of eruption. 

Some of the cases presented the usual catarrhal symptoms of rubeola 
without the characteristic eruption, it being entirely supplanted by the 
purpura miliaris; others presented an ulcerated sore throat with the arcs 
and wheals of rubeola, while the peculiar eruption of scarlatina miliaris 
was wanting. 

We heard of no fatal cases. 

The remedies employed by your committee were aconite, belladonna, 
mercurius solubilis and pulsatilla,..all of the thirtieth solution. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 

Beport of the Committee on Epidemics for the Serenth Judicial District, appomted 
May 10, 1864. Epidemic Dysentery in Monroe and adjoining counties. By llpwur 
R. UsATH, M. D., of Palmyra. 

Your committee beg leave to submit the following report as the resali 
of their labors : 

Dysentery alone can rightly be said to have prevailed since May last, in 
the form of an epidemic. Cerebro-spinal meningitis, scarlatina, rubeola, 
variola, scabies, influenza and diphtheria, have existed eudcmically. 

Dysentery first made its appearance in Seneca county, complicated with 
scarlatina and rubeola ; and as it increased, it spread westward following 
the direction and limiting itself to the region of the old road. When it 
reached Rochester, Monroe county, it assumed a peculiarly malignant type 
and then returned on the same track, bearing with it this new character. 
From Monroe, Livingston, l$teuben, Ontario, Seneca and Cayuga counties, 
we hear of families mourning the loss of one or two members, and some 
even entirely gone. Wayne county escaped as by a miracle. A few cases 
of dysentery occurred but the peculiar malignant character was wanting. 

Most of these cases answered favorably to the usual remedies. In the 
southwestern portion of the county, a singular characteristic was observed. 
After the lapse of about twenty-four hours, the dysenteric discharges were 
suppressed and vesicular erysipelas of the face supervened, which would 
not yield to the usual remedies. In most cases one dose of sulphur, fol- 
lowed by the proper remedy for dysentery, generally an acid, would again 
start the bowels, relieve the erysipelas, and finally complete the care. 

But few cases were reported along the new road from Rochester to Syra- 
cuse, and all but one or two of these were attacked in some other place. 
Your committee had not the pleasure of seeing any of these cases, and are 
indebted for the following to Dr. D. A. Baldwin of Rochester. Few cases 
proved fatal ' under horocsopathic treatment, while under old school prac- 
tice whole families were swept into the grave within a few days, and 
sometimes hours, of one another. At first the usual mercurial remedies 
were given when they seemed indicated, but proved to be utterly 
useless. They were not only useless, but positively injurious. After 
the acut« stage had passed, the discharge became mucous, and the 
disease was then more difficult to treat as it presented more of thu appear- 
ance of chronic than acute cases. The large intestines were usually the 
seat of the disease, but when the small intestines were involved, the case 
became hopeless. The most effectual remedy, whenever the passages were 
bloody, was arsenicum. Leptandrum and podophyllum can^ next in 
value. The best results were obtained after the use of nitric and phosphoric 
acids. Rheum and colchicuD) in cases where an intermittent miasm existed. 
•Capsicum was indicated in a few cases. 

In general he met with but poor success, until be treated the disease as 
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typhoid dysentery. Remedies usually given in typhoid fevers were most 
relied on. A slow, indolent constitution was noticed in most cases. Usu- 
ally, when a disease is epidemic, it has a special character in all cases, but 
here much more variety was observed ; some being typhoid dysentery 
simply ; others presenting ao much the appearance of cholera morbus, 
or even cholera itself, as sometimes to be mistaken for those diseases. 

While the allopathic physicians were at their wit's end, losing patients 
by the score, and acknowledged themselves baffled by the disease, homoeo- 
pathy was able to show a very large space of blanks in the mortality re- 
ports. During this epidemic, a strong contrast was shown between treat- 
ing disease as a name and each case as a disease, per se. 

Prior to the outbreak of this terrible epidemic, a number of diseases 
seemed to be trying to assume the epidemic form. First, cerebro-spinal 
meningitis prevailed endemically in and around Walcott, Wayne county. 
Cayuga reports two cases, and Monroe county one case. Next, scarlatina 
and rubeola appeared in Seneca Falls, but did not spread further. After- 
wards a long season of damp weather succeeding the drouth of summer, 
induced an endemic form of influensa threatening to become epidemic 
pneumonia, but it ceased with the improvement in the weather. 

Diphtheria commenced in Steuben county and passed through the district, 
stopping here and there, attacking a whole family, sometimes in one place 
and then in another. Conway, Rochester, Seneca Falls and East Palmyra 
report the most cases. Fevers and diseases of all kinds assumed a typhoid 
type. Wherever typhoid fever prevailed most, dysentery assumed its most 
malignant character. Where intermittent fever was found, dysentery was 
less severe ; the discharges contained less blood and more mucus, and the 
disease was generally complicated with rheumatic pains especially in the 
joints. Colchicum was one of the best remedies in this condition. When 
scarlatina and rubeola were complicated with dysentry, the latter took on 
its most malignant form second only to the typhoid cases. 

This comprises a condensed account of prevailing and epidemic diseases 
in the seventh judicial district, from May to the present time. Your com- 
mittee had anticipated a full report of the cases of cerebro-spinal menin- 
gitis in Wayne county, to be combined with this now presented but have 
as yet failed to receive it. Upon returning home from the May meeting' 
of the State Society, we opened correspondence with physicians in all the 
counties of our district, requesting to be informed of any diseases existing 
in the form of epidemics, but we obtained no answers to our numerous 
letters. After writing several times to Rochester your committee visited 
the place and thus obtained a short verbal account of the epidemic of dysen- 
tery, which is now presented to the Society as the best that could be pro- 
cured under the circumstances ; and may be considered as evidence of a 
willingness on my part to co-operate with it in every effort to advance the 
good cause of homoeopathy. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

Report of the Committee on Epidemics, in the Eighth District. Dysenterj in tbe 
Goontj of Niagara. By D. F. Bishop, M. D., of Lockport. 

The months of August, September, and part of October, 1864, were dia- 
tinguishcd in this region bj the prevalence of an epidemic form of dysen- 
tery which made its appearace first within the corporation limits of Lock- 
port, but finally extended throughout the county of Niagara. The cases 
presented a remarkable uniformity of symptoms and were all embraced in 
two general classes. 

The first and simpler variety commenced with slight rigors, followed by 
heat, pain in the back and sacrum, and by evacuations of bloody mucus at 
intervals of from ten minutes to an hour, attended with great tenesmus. 
Aconite and mercurius sol. partially relieved these symptoms usually in 
the courso of twenty-four hours, rendering the patient more comfortable^ 
and lengthening the intervals between the evacutions to two hours. The 
fever diminished in intensity, and the only paiu was produced by the tenes- 
mus. The disease was evidently confined to the rectum. The only 
remarkable characteristic in the subsequent history of these cases, was the 
vast amount of " scrapings'' and muco-purulent matter discharged. The 
disease yielded readily to the use of aconite, mercurius sol., mercurius cor. 
and nux vomica in five to ten days. Injections of slippery elm water and 
mutton suet were sometimes very beneficial. During the convalescence 
patients were generally troubled with diarrhoea, which required arsenicum 
for a few days. 

Another and much more seHous class of cases had from the commence- 
ment a strong hemorrhagic tendency ; discharges of a pint or more of gni- 
mous blood, at intervals of six or eight hours, followed by great prostra- 
tion and collapse equal to that seen in cholera. These symptoms were 
controlled mainly by aconite, ipecacuanha and arsenicum. Brandy and 
other stimulants were sometimes added. After the subsidence of these 
alarming symptoms, the patient becoming more natural and quiet, the dis- 
charges became more frequent and painful, changing to snjall quantities of 
t^ilious matter, very variable in appearance. The patient gradually became 
more feverish, with a marked typhoid tendency, great thirst, dry tongue 
and surface, delirium, tympanites, sensitiveness of the abdomen to touch, 
flatulent colic, retching and sometimes vomiting of the ingesta, the inflam- 
matory action now involving the small intestines. The leading remedies 
employed were belladonna, mercurius prot., podophyllum pelt, and cuprum 
nit., according to indications. The duration of the disease was from two 
to four weeks: I used these medicines in the third decimal trituration, and 
gave them dry upon the tongue, which I found much better than to dissolve 
them in water. 

Of two hundred and twenty or thirty cases treated, only one proved 
fatal. One of my worthy old school colleagues gave me credit for having 
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** good lack," which he afterwards explained as " good lack in the selection 
of cases^" "right sharp practice," in his opinion. Perhaps no better oppor- 
tunity for testing the comparative merits of the two rival systems of medi- 
cal treatment, was ever presented than in this epidemic, where so many 
cases of such uniform character occurred in one locality. The mortality 
under allopathic treatment is modestly estimated at fifteen or twenty per 
cent, while under homoBopathic treatment it was less than one per cent. 
The number of cases treated homoeopathically was, to the entire number, 
in the proportion of two or three to five. 

Inspired with new zeal in the great work of alleviating human suffering, 
I am induced to offer this report, hoping it may help to strengthen the 
hearts and hands of veterans in the caasc; to reproach the vilifier who 
cries mountebank, humbug, and to convince those who seek honestly aft^r 
the truth of the beneficent effects of our system of medical treatment, 
when compared with allopathic practice. The law of cure expressed in 
**6imilia simUibua curaninr,^ is the nAionde of medicine, not that all 
wisdom is found among homoeopathic physicians.^ The learned votaries of 
allopathy are diligent in the study of anatomy, assiduous in developing 
new theories in physiology, and in all the collateral branches of medicine, 
but in the department of therapeutics they still blindly adhere to the same 
erroneous theories which were promulgated centuries ago, and which long 
since have been set aside by the light of scientific truth. 
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ARTICLE X. 

Report on Materia Medica. ProTuig of Bhus Terniz. Bj Ltmak Clast^.M. 0.« 

of STTacose. 

As by a rule of the Society, it is made the doty of every member to make 
floihe communication at each regular meeting, I shall comply by giving a 
proving of the rhus vernix or poison snmach. This is a beautiful shrub 
growing in low swampy places to the height of from ten to thirty feet, and 
is indigenous to the northern and middle States. Rhus vernix produces 
much more powerful and poisonous effects than rhus toxicodendron or rhus 
radicans. 

Though we have but few provings, I am satisfied, when they are more 
extended, we shall perhaf s find it more valuable as a remedial agent than 
the other varieties. My experience in its proving was involuntary, pre- 
cluding me from claiming martyrdom in the cause of medical science. It 
was brought about in the following manner : 

On tlie S2d of November, 1863, a stick of rhus vernix, as large as mj 
wrist and two feet long, was brought into my oflSce by my friend Dr. 
Hawley, that I might make a tincture, he having taken the bark from one 
half, fur the same purpose. 

I held it by the part which retained its cuticle, banding it back, saying 
I was very susceptible to rhus tox. Dr. H. shaved off a small spot of 
cuticle, from which exuded a globule of jiiice as large as a pinhead, which 
I touched with the tip of my tongue, remembering the teaching of the 
books, that it would protect against the poisonous effects induced by con- 
tact with the skin. These teachings, like many others from the same 
source, proved false, as I found to my sorrow. The stick was put away, 
and the ocurrence passed from my mind. 

On the 30th of November, eight days after the experiment, while at din- 
ner, my tongue felt as if scalded, and during the afternoon this feeling 
extended to the* entire mouth and fauces, producing great dryness in the 
mouth, and stinging pains, which increased rapidly till I retited at night. 
At two o'clock next morning severe pains in the stomach and bowels camo 
on, but being in a half-waking and half-sleeping state, I remained in bed 
about two hours, when I was suddenly forced from my bed, and had a 
large watery stool, passed with with great force and attended with violent 
colicky pains. During the next two hours had three more profuse stools 
of the same character, and from that time the pain and stools ceased. Id 
the morning I rose, feeling weak and as though I had taken a drastic 
cathartic — appetite gone and chills over the whole body. 

During the day, December Ist, I often scratched my neck under my shirt 
collar, and on getting warm in bed I felt stinging and itching about roj 
chest and back, as though some insect was biting me. 

On the morning of the second, iospecting my face, I found the forehead 
swollen and red ; during the day this extended to the whole head and 
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face. The tipper lip was terribly swelled aud the itching greatly increased, 
especially in the septum Barium ; had burning pains and swelling in the 
eye. During this day hoemorrhoids came on, and four small tumors ap- 
peared, which remained out for several weeks, with extreme itching and 
burning. I had had nothing of the kind for more than two years. No 
movement of the bowels this day, but the itching extended to the whole 
body, though no eruption appeared. At night the itching was so great 
that I could hardly endure it, but up to this time, and until the next morn- 
ing, the third of December, I had no suspicion of the cause. I had entirely 
forgotten the rhus. I passed a sleepless night, and in the morning dis- 
covered the vesicular eruption characteristic of rhus, showing itself on the 
forehead. Then for the first time occurred the idea that I had been 
poisoned. It may be thought that I was very stupid not to have sooner 
recognized the cause, and I must acknowledge it now appears so to me. 

During this -day, fourth of December, the eruption spread over the body 
and extremities, with a desire to scratch that was irresistablo. 

The scrotum, prepuce and glans penis became covered with vesicles; 
transient, siiooting pains in the sternum and chest, added to those of the 
preceding days, which continued in an aggravated form. Now lameness and 
soreness of ihe muscles came on, and I could hardly walk. The hsemorr- 
hoids continued — nausea and loathing of food, with entire loss of taste and 
smell. The pharynx and oesophagus became so irritable that it was pain- 
ful and difficult to swallow; food, in passing, caused pain, and seemed to 
stop midway to the stomach; even cold water produced the same feeling 
that very hut tea would, and the same aching pain that-is often felt after 
drinking very cold ice water, though the thirst was great. 

December 6th. — Dryness and pain in the larynx came on, with a hoarse- 
ness and a harsh, dry cough, attended by stricture in the chest, and for 
more than two weeks there was pain over the sternum. I may also say 
that for the same time the itching, cough, lamenesss and haemorrhoids all 
continued, and I was tormented night and day. 

Now, gentlemen, if anything can be made out of this medley of symp- 
toms, which shall add to the pathogenesis of the rhus ternix, I shall rejoice, 
though sure am I that I shall not soon be induced to try the same experi- 
ment. I think I was not free from perceptible effects of this poisonous 
drug for six or eight weeks. Is it not remarkable that eight days should 
have intervened after the application of the virus to the delicate mucous 
membrane of the tongue before the least sympt(fms of its violent effects 
should have made itself manifest, and then that the tongue to which it was 
applied should have been the organ first to suffer f Where was this subtle 
poison all this time, which we will call the latent period f Was it coursing 
through the vascular system to the extreme capillaries, ready to bite and 
sting when that unruly organ, the tongue, should fire up and direct it ? 

I leave this for wiser heads than mine to solve, and would direct tho 
question to our allopathic friends who have ascertained that touching the 
tongue to poison will prevent injurious effects upon the system. 
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ARTICLE XI, 

Repoi:t on Materia Medka. ProTuig of Aphis Mellifica« Bj A. R. Moboak, U. 0., 

of Syracuse. 

Two instances of poisoning by stings of the honey bee hare recently 
come to my knowledge, which present some symptoms worthy of record. 

Alexander S. Baker, farmer, aged 25 years, of light comt)lexiony brown 
hair and blue eyes, robust constitntion. Had always been accustomed to 
iwork among bees; bad been stung repeatedly; nercr with any serious 
effect, except slight swelling, which disappeared after a few hoar». 

In August, 1858, was stnng upon the tip of the nose. It instantly atruck 
through his whole frame like «in electric scfaock, thrilling both ends of his 
fingers and toes. lie immediately started for the house, distant about 
three rods, which he reached with difficulty, being scarcely able to walk — 
staggering; mind bewildered; head felt big, confused. Upon reaching 
his home the heart palpitated violently, so as to be sensible to himself and 
audible to those in the room — faintncss, "deatMike" prostration, which 
continued half an hour, accompanied with intense anxiety and ** distress ^ 
at the stomach, oppression of the chest, dyspneea, short rapid breathings 
pulse ax:celerated; nausea, followed by yellow and bitter vomiting al 
forty-five minntes after the accidet^t. At this time had a chill, with shiver- 
ing, accompanie4 by a terrible racking pain all through the head, with 
increased prostration; no pulse at the wrist; blood settled undet toe and 
finger-nails; ears pnrple; jocitation of the muscles; complete loss of 
consciousness, followed, after half an hour, by flushes of heat, mixed with 
chills. Skin extremely sennHivr, to contact; painful to the slightest touch; 
could not bear the sheet upon him; red and white blotches over the body 
and extremities, like nettle rash. After the lapse of about three hours he* 
recovered his consciousness, and the headache gradually disappeared^ 
leaving him much prostrated, unable to concentrate his mind, confusion when 
attempting to read or stifdy, lasting some weok», attended by frequent 
attacks of vertigo and blindness. 

In September, 1859, the same man was again stung in the same region, 
producing the following symptoms: Sudden prostration, with coldness^ 
pulseless at wrist for twenty minucs^ rapid feeble beats of the heart; 
dyspnoea: it seemed impossible to breath; "had to fan him to keep him 
alive," said his father. This was succeeded by hot flashes, nausea, vomit- 
ing and copious watery diarrhoea, twitching of the muscles, rash, red 
blotchess, with great sensitiveness of the skin to contact. This sensi- 
tiveness of the skin extended all over the body. Bursting, expansive pain 
in the head, attended by vertigo and confusion of the mind; was unable 
to think clearly or express hinwelf. Drank about half a pint of diluted 
alcohol, as an antidote, without experiencing any intoxicating effect. The 
critical syniptpms disappeared after three or fonr hours, leaving him much 
prostrated, from which he was a long time in recovering. Uas not been 
able to endure hard labor since; is affected, upon exerting himself, with 
headache, expansive pains all over head, vertigo and palpitation. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

Scftbies * By A. R. Mobgan, M. D., of Syrnctis^. 

Most modern authors attribute this disease solely to the ravages of an 
Insect called the Acarm scabiiy while other observers, eqimlly sagacious 
and profound, in, many instances have uttei-ly failed in detecting the para- 
site, after the most critical inspection, and regard its presence rather as a 
morbid product than a cause. 

On the part of the former it is remarkable that (with the single exception 
of Dr. Adams' testimony, which we will consider farther on) they have so 
signally failed, after cautiously transplanting the insect, in producing any 
results except the development of a few transient vesicles accompanied by 
cuniculi, all traces of which spontaneously disappeared at the end of a few 
days. 

Erasmus Wilson, in his valuable work on Diseases of the Skin, page 
246, relates five experiments reported by Albin Qras, a pupil at Saint 
Lewis Hospital, where the acari were placed in favorable positions upon 
the skin, and carefully protected there. In none of these experiments did 
they succeed in establishing but slight local irritation ; in every instance 
but one, where the acari were artificially destroyed upon the seventeenth 
day, all evidence of both insect and disease disappcariDg in a few days, in 
spite of careful nursing. 

All the direct evidence which .has ever been produced by any author 
that we have seen, to prove that general or universal scabies has followed 
transplanting the acarus, is from the work of Dr. Adams on " Morbid 
Poisons,^' published in England in 1807, and the testimony in that case is 
decidedly doubtful, as may be seen by reviewing it. His observations 
upon the subject were made at the Island of Madeira, where he encountered 
a parasitical disease called by the natives ouqoes. 

After describing minutely the severe constitutional syn^ptoms which ac- 
Cf>mpany this disease, he goes on to give several positive reasons why it 
cannot be mistaken for common itch or scabies, and says : " The natives 
of this country are mnch offended if suspected of having the itch (sarna), 
but think little of ouqoesy *'The nurses and mothers who are sufficiently 
at leisure to attend to cleanliness, search the skins of their children for 
ouqoeSj as regularly as the hair for lice, and by extracting them early pre- 
vent the spreading of the disease." 

He also relates the following case : " My friend Mr. Banger was so 
well acquainted with it, that during his voyage to Lisbon he was sensible, 
by his feelings, that he had an ouqao somewhere tinder his skin, and when 
he had leisure after his landing to search, he readily extracted t/'and cured 
himself" You will observe that Dr. A. uses the word ouqao in the singular 
number ; also bear in mind thnt Mr. Banger must have been several days 

• From the mannscript of an onpablUhed work on Skin Diseasei, bjr Dr. Morgan. 
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ID majcing the sea voyage, and he cared himself by extracting a single 
ougao. Would this bo likely to be the case if the insect was a genuine 
acarus f 

Dr. Adams, in describing the experiment npon himself, which has been 
80 generally referred to by authors to prove the inoculability (if I may be 
permitted to coin a word) of scabies by transferring the insect, made early 
in Juno, 1800, says: " For more than three weeks after the ou^oes were 
planted between my fingers, little or no inconvenience was felt ; from that 
time began frequent itchings in different parts of the body and arms, but 
no eruption could be discovered. In less than a fortnight afterwards (five 
weeks from commencement of experiment) my arms and belly were covered 
with a general efflorescence, but few vesicles appeared. At this time two 
ouQoes were extracted from my arm, but not from the vt»8icles.'' In August 
he states that his whole body, arms and thighs, were covered with an 
efflorescence ; at the same time " but few vesicles appeared." In genuine 
scabies this efflorescence is not a legitimate concomitant, while the char* 
acteristic vesicles are about the only positive indication of tlie disease. 

Compare this with the experiments of Albin Gras upon himself and 
others, and we find a vast difference in the phenomena presented. With 
the latter, severe puritis and the development of numerous vesicles appeared 
within a few hours after the transfer. 

Dr. Adams describes his constitutional symptoms thus: ** In the meanr 
while my health suffered exceedingly, not only from the inconvenience pro* 
duced by the itching, but about noon a quotidian fever began, with slight 
shivering, and was succeeded by a headache, dry heat, thirst, loss of appetite, 
and considerable exacerbation of the itching," for which he tells us he was 
obliged to resort to "bark." In another place he says: "The appearance 
of this eruption is constantly attended with symptoms of fevcr.'^ 

He describes the insects as being of considerable sixe, easily detected 
and extracted, their removal entirely arresting the disease. This is unlike 
scabies, the eruption of which often continues long after the acari are de&- 
troyed. He also speaks of seeing them "crawling on his nail,'' and dis- 
tinctly remarks this peculiarity: " There is a power of leaping with a force 
not less than a flea — ^such was the case with one while I was examining it 
under a convex lens. Whilst we were expressing our surprise, the old 
woman, our tutoress, appeared unconcerned, and assured us the event we 
had witnessed was by no means uncommon." And as if to corroborate his 
own observations upon this point he continues: " I have collected the same 
account from several other people." 

Singular as it may appear after the above relation, wo have, accompany- 
ing Dr. Adams work, what purport to be two drawings of the ounces, 
which in fact are two very excellent illustrations of the acarus scabei— 
these illustrations showing the insect to be deficient in the anatomical 
organization necessary to such an effort as jumping. 

Dr. Wilson very summarily, and evidently to Lis own entire satisfaction, 
disposes of Dr. Adams' statement in reference to the saltatory power of the 
insect by the simple sweeping assertion "in this he is entirely mistaken." 

Whence docs this confusion arise ? Is the carefully detailed history of 
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the disease, and the tninnte description of the insect, given by Dr. Adams, 
to h<^. cast aside as entirely erroneous, or have these drawings of the acarus, 
by some strange hocus pocus, managed to creep into a false p08iti{»n ? He 
gives his positive and distinct testimony to the fact of the existence of both 
scabies or itch and ouQoes at Madeira as separate maladies. 

Dr. E. Wilson, Dr. Rutherford Russell and other writers quote him as 
their authority to prove that scabies is produced by transplanting the 
acarus. Dr. Adams says no. Now, to whom are we to give credence, th« 
acute observer upon the spot or those magnanimous gentlemen who, thou- 
sands of Vniles away, take the liberty of manipulating questionable evidence 
to prove a favorite theory ? We are profoundly impressed with the neces- 
sity of dealing in unmistakable facts, especially in such investigations, 
and cannot avoid feeling as though the testimony of Dr. Adams is involved 
in too much uncertainty to be regarded as conclusive, If the champiouB 
of the acarus doctrine were able, with any kind of uniformity, to produce 
scabies by transplanting, they would unquestionably do so, and substan- 
tiate, beyond cavil, their position. 

Attempts have also been made to convey scabies by inoculation of the 
fluid from the itch vesicle (see Dr. Freytag on Scabies, North American 
Journal of Homoeopathy, Vol. X, p. 197, and Dudgeon's Lectures, p. 274); 
this plan has also utterly failed. Then how is this disease communicated J 
Everybody can testify to its exceedingly contagious character. 

If it can neither be conveyed by transplanting the acarus nor by inocu- 
lation of the fluid from the vesicle, we have no other alternative to fall 
back upon, than the hypothesis of an itch miasm on the one hand and the 
existence of a peculiar morbid susceptibility upon the other. Where this 
susceptibility does exist, I see no good reason why the disease might not 
be conveyed during the process of transplanting, not owing to the pro- 
creating power of the insect, but to the concurrence of these two con- 
ditions, viz : miasm and susceptibility. 

This brings us to the consideration of the much misunderstood and often- 
times vilely derided psoric theory of Hahnemann. From his first recogni- 
tion of the great law, similia similibus curantur, up to the fuller develop- 
ments of its universal application to the cure of disease, ho was exceed- 
ingly puzzled to account for the obstinacy of chronic diseases, and he 
devoted, with unflagging energy, all the powers of his remarkable mind to 
its investigation. 

He observed that many non-venereal chronic patients had sufiered from 
a previously existing cutaneous disease, and that they dated their suffer- 
ings from the original appearance of that eruption. He and others had 
noticed the fact that many serious maladies succeeded the sudden and 
violent suppression of those eruptions, and also that severe internal com- 
plaints w<^ro often speedily relieved by the development of an eruption 
upon the skin, and at lengh came to regard those cutaneous manifestations 
as the " mildest form " of that " internal enemy '' which he designated by 
the general term psora^ and says " it may exist either with or without an 
eruption upon the skin '' (see his Chron. I)isea8e8,.p. 21). 

The word psora, which he selected to represent the almost universally 
prevalent morbid base of chronic diseases^ is from the original Hebrew — 
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teorai— signifying venom or malignity; this term the Greeks, in their trans- 
lations from Hebrew writings, rendered \t\to psora, the original meaning of 
which, during the lapse of time, degenerated first into cutaneous diseases 
generally, then into itch. This error, creeping down througli translators 
who did not clearly interpret or comprehend the true idea which Hahne- 
mann intended to convey, has unjustly become a libel and reproach upon 
the accuracy aftd intelligence of the founder of homoBopathy. 
^ It makes but little difference what name we bestow upon this some- 
thing—this morbid tendency — whether the devil, king's evil, scrofula or 
psora ; it is a terrible and inevitable penal compensation for violated law ; 
it is no respecter of organ or tissue ; it attacks all, creating and compli- 
cating cutaneous diseases, depositing tubercle, forming tumors, bursting 
out in abscess and ulcer, producing caries and necrosis, gangrene and 
death, modifying every known form of disease, developing new features, 
and transmitting its baneful influence to the child unborn. 

His grand argument— that chronic diseases arise, and derive their obsti* 
nacy from some inherent abnormal taint or tendency, and that this may 
exist in a latent form, constituting a state of peculiar susceptibility or 
recepticiiy, as Hempel styles it*-is eminently rational and sound ; but that 
suppressed scabies is the cause of this condition, as some physicians have 
falsely or ignorantly urged, is an idea too palpably absurd to have emana- 
ted from the clear and logical brain of our illustrious author. 

In 1792, some thirty^six years previous to the publication of his famous 
psoric theory, in au article printed in a German medical journal (see 
British Journal of Homasopathy, Vol. XXI, p. 670), Hahnemann accurately 
describes the ^* itchmite,*' thereby setting at rest the fact of his knowledge 
of that insect. 

In his citation of cases where repelled eruptions were succeeded by 
serious results (see his work on Chronic Diseases), he enumerates, besides 
the general term iich, "pustules or herpes,'* "tinea," "tinea capitis," 
"moist tinea," " herpes," " moist herpes," " itch upon tho face and puden- 
da" (localities which true scabies never invades), "porrigo,*' etc., etc. 
Now, is it not reasonable to suppose that if he had intended to convey 
simply the idea that scabies, mi generic, was the terrible hydra which he 
had discovered, he would have employed either the Litin term Scabies, the 
German Kratse, or the French Gale, all of which were perfectly familiar to 
him. Instead of using either of these terms, he employs the word psora, 
evidently with its ancient Hebrew signification of venom or malignity. 

Itch vesicles ordinarily make their first appearance between the fingers 
and in the palms of the hands, and are accompanied by a violent stinging 
and itching, which is increased at night. Dr. Freytag says: "At night 
the parasites are in full activity; they seek each other for impregnation, 
and cause insufferable torture to the poor patient." MirahUe diclu! 

This seems very much like the work of a fertile imagination, when we 
remember that the anatomical construction of the acarus renders it ex- 
ceedingly doubtful whether it is capable of performing locomotion in any 
direction except en aoant,A^B,t it is almost universally solitary, and sntigly 
ensconced at the termination of a minute burrow, and that the itching so 
characteristic of the disease frequently extends all over the body, and in 
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localities far more remote from any signs of the acarus; also from the fact 
that the itching is frequently fugitive, abating under the finger nails in 
one 8pot and instantaneously springing up in another, leading the nimble 
fingers rapdly from clavicle to last terminal phalanx. We would rather 
attribute the evening exacerbation to the changes of temperature to which 
the little pest is subjected during the process of undressing and exposure 
of the skin to the air, as well as getting warm again in bed. This stimu- 
lates the acarus to unusual activity. 

The vesicles are prominent, and where the skin is thin, as between the 
fingers and upon the inside of arms and thighs, are cone-like in shape, 
quite firm to the touch, and filled with a transparent fluid which often 
becomes milky or purifurm. 

As the disease progresses, the skin becomes rough and scaly, with 
numerous scattered vesicles, and is often complicated with other vesicular, 
pustulous or papulous diseases; indeed it is not unusual, after the charac- 
teristic appearances of scabies have disappeared, to find other forms of 
cutaneous malidies established in their stead. 

Frank, Biett, Cazenave, Orisolle and others admit but one species of 
scabies, with its specific vesicles; they regard the appearances of papules, 
pustules or other vesicles, as accidents complicating the original malady. 

To the suppression of these eruptions are attributable most of the evil 
results heretofore charged upon scabies. The acarus is never found in 
the vesicle, neither does it bear any numerical relation to the number of 
vesicles. The insect is sometimes found upon the hands, and no where 
else, while the patient is suffering from itching vesicles distributed over 
the body. 

Wilson describes the location of the acarus at a small dark point at the 
end of a whitish line, called the cuniculus, about a quarter of an inch in 
length, and leading from one .of the early vesicles; this point is usually 
somewhat elevated above the skin, and, upon inserting a needle therein, 
the parasites may be withdrawn clinging to the instrument. 

Nearly all writers unite in the opinion that scaJ^ies will not cease spon- 
taneously, although its violence may be partially suspended during severe 
attacks of other diseases; the acarus, under such circumstances, seems to 
become torpid. 

Differential Diagnosis. 

Scabies has isolated accuminated vesicles occurring upon parts where 
the skin is thinnest. Lichen and prurigo are papular, and occur upon the 
outside of the limbs, back and shoulders, whore the skin is thickest. 
Eczema and herpes present their vesicles in clusters, more or less flattened 
or globular in shape, and upon an inflamed base. In scabies pustulosa^ 
the fluid in the vesicle turns into scro-purulent matter; it is not pustulous 
at the beginning. 

Treatment. 

Much discredit has attached itself to homceopathy for its* apparent 
inefficiency to tlic treatment of the itch; this has resulted from fastidiously 
adhering to an exclusively internal treatment. There are individuals suf- 
fering from mental anchylosis so complete that they deem it rank treason 
to homceopathy, to employ any curative means which do not come under 
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the immediate scope of the law, similia mnilibus curantur. Tin's is a great 
error. SimUia similibus is a universal law, but not an exclusive means of 
cure. We cite merely one instance as a brief illustration of this truth: 

Suppose a case of poisoning by arsenic; the sesqui-oxide of iron will 
antidote the poison, and save the patient's life; yet the provings of iron 
will not produce a pathogenesis similar to arsenic. The condition remain- 
ing after the poison is antidoted, is a legitimate subject for homoeopathic 
treatment. 

In reference to the treatment of scabies, using the language of a highly 
distinguirthed colleague (from private correspondence), " I do not hold 
myself bound by Hahnemann's general doctrines about psora, to abstain 
from directly killing vermin of any and every kind. I order lice to be 
combed out of the hair, and then crushed secundem arlem, and I order acari 
to be smeared to death. 

" Inasmuch as I am well persuaded that there is something (a taint or 
what you please) which causes the hair of some persons, and the skins of 
others to be a specially favorable nidus for the development of the ova of 
lice and of the acari, respectively, whereas in other persons they find an 
uncongenial soil, I regard this taint as the legitimate subject for an 
internal treatment, and give, accordingly, in the case of lice, psorine, and 
in the case of itch, whatever anti-psoric may be indicated. 

** For a case of itch, as soon as I discover the presence of acari, I order 
inunction for three days with lard, which Ht^a has found quite as trfiicacious 
as any medicated (sulphur or mercurial) ointment, after the third day a 
warm bath ; for ten days or two weeks repeat this process, at the same 
time prescribe according to the indications. 

" / do not know that itch is cured by any other means. I saw Wurmb try, 
with internal medication, to cure a case of true itch, for four months, with 
no relief at all to the local affection; one* course of inunction with lard 
cured the patient in the space of seven days." 

Dr. Freytag (see North Am. Journal of Homoerpaihy, Vol. X, p. 193), in 
an able paper on "Scabies, its nature and treatment," read before the 
Homoeopathic Society of Leipsic, relates his experience in the following 
language: " I commenced by a purely internal treatment, I had occasion 
to use all the more important remedies recommended in our literature, and 
believe that I was careful to choose each remedy according to indications. 
Sulphur I used for months at a time, commencing with the lower dilutions, 
omitting them for a time; went over to the higher and the highest, and 
again discontinued them; but in no single case was a cure effected. All 
other internal remedies were used with the same result. It was always 
necessary to fall back upon some external application, though it might be 
only sapo nigra or tinctura snlphuris," which promptly relieved his patients; 
but " for the sake of experiment I am still retaining exclusive internal 
treatment in two patients, one having been sick ten months and the other 
eight." 

In Jahr's " Clinical Guide or Pocket Repertory," under the head of itch 
we find the following: " This acarous itch admits of a more external treat- 
ment with the sulphur ointment, without exposing the patient to the danger 
of contracting secondary diseases. Of course I do not wish to be under* 
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stood as if I would Banction the treatment by external applications; of the 
various itch-like eruptions where the acarus is not present. These are the 
eruptions to which Hahnemann's psora doctrine should be applied, and the 
suppression of which, by washes and salves, will induce the various sec- 
ondary eruptions enumerated by Hahnemann and Autemeith. 

It would be useless to multiply the tedtimony upon this subject; even 
the faithful Hartmann was obliged to resort to the use of nearly crude sul- 
phur internally, and the external use of tinctura sulphuris before he could 
cure the itch (see his Chronic Diseases, pp. 16, H, 18). 

We have heard intelligent physicians declare that they could and did cure 
scabies with sulphur 30th and upward. With all due respect for the integ- 
rity of their opinions, we are compelled, through much vexatious experi- 
ence, to doubt the correctness of their conclusions. They may have erred 
in diagnosis; they may have been deceived by their patients, who clandes- 
tinely resorted to other means, and secretly laughed in their sleeves at the 
mistaken exultation of the physician, or they may have been called upon to 
treat the secondary eruption, which sometimes appears after the parasites 
have been destroyed ; this form easily yields to treatment. 

Let the question be as it may in the private judgment of each individual, 
whether the acarus is the sole cause of the itch or merely a morbid product, 
whether we are able to detect its presence in all cases or not, let us aban- 
don this false squeamishness in reference to the use of proper external 
means, and henceforth do justice to our patients, common sense, ourselves 
and homoeopathy, by curing scalbies. 

Dr. Frey tag got excellent effects from the ablution with the suds of strong 
alkaline soap. 

Dr. Bourquignon recommends as thoroughly and speedily fatal to the 
acari, and as otherwise beneficial, an ointment made of three parts of pow- 
dered staphysagria (stavesacre) to five parts of lard, applied four or six 
times per day. He says this will frequently cure the disease in from four 
to five days. 

The pathogenesis of staphysagria presents a pretty fair picture of the itch. 

Prof. Requin speaks highly of the use of equal parts of oleum tcrebinthe 
and sweet oil as a local application. 

Common lard, in most cases, will destroy the parasites; it is doubtless 
the chief agent in all the various ointments, and kills the acari by sealing 
up the pores of the skin and depriving them of air. 

After the acarus has been destroyed, attenuated remedies, if well chosen, 
will speedily complete the cure, and among them sulphur stands pre-eminent; 
this remedy has been much abused by both schools — by the old, in its uni- 
versal, extravagant and detrimental administration when not called for, 
and by an opposite extreme in the new. 

Some of us have imbibed strong, bitter and groundless prejudice against 
its use in low potencies, and oppose its employment in the crude form, 
under any circumstances whatever. 

I should apprehend no absolute danger from its careful use in the form 
of an ointment, in cases of recent itch, uncomplicated with other eruptions 
although inunctions with simple lard, if equally efficacious, are preferable, 
thereby avoiding factious dispute. 
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Cases of long standing can rarely be conducted to a favorable termina- 
tion without the internal use cf sulphur; the higher attenuations, thirtieth 
and two hundredth, as is also the case with the other remedies, have proved 
most satisfactory to me. The question of attenuation to be employed is 
one which belongs to the private judgment of each practitioner; and as 
long as human knowledge and capacity are limited, and humau judgment 
fallible, just so long will men honestly differ in this matter. 

The principle of homoeopathy consists in an adherence to the central law 
similia similibus curantur, and not in an exclusive and bigoted devotion to 
any particular potency or dose. The horizon of each varies according to 
the altitude of his standpoint. A man should not be censured because his 
best telescope has an inferior range. , 

The other remedies most frequently applicable are calc. c, cauat., carbo. 
veg., clem, erect., graph., hepar, lachesis, ledum, mere, mez., nitric acid, 
puis, rhus, sepia, staph, and sulph. acid. 

It will only be necessary to caution the tyro against carelessness and 
haste in the selection of the internal remedy; it will only be after the most 
careful anal3'8is, searching inquiry and critical comparison that ho will be 
able to select the proper agent from almost the entire list of our materia 
medica. 
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ARTICLE XIII. 

Remarks on Scabies. Tj Cabboll Duxham, M. D., of New Tork.* 

Dr. Copeland says that the ancients comprehended under the names 
*' psora" and "scabies," besides itch, properly so-called, eczema, prurigo^ 
lichen, and ecthyma; and modern medical writers up to the' year 1834, 
have given nearly the same extent of application to the name Itch and its 
synonyms in the various languages of modern Europe. Tims, for example, 
we find Hahnemann including under the name ''itch," ''tinea capitis, and 
all eruptions which become moist on being scratched '' (eczema therefore, 
and impetigo), as instances of cutaneous affections originating in what 
he calls a " psoric miasm." 

It was not until the year 1834 that the presence of an insect in the 
vesicles of a certain cutaneous eruption was generally acknowledged. This 
fact became forthwith the basis of a new subdivision of vesicular eruptions 
by which the name " itch" or " scabies," was restricted to that form which 
was characterized by the presence of the "acarm scabieV^ or " itch-insect'* 
in the vesicles. Itch, then, in this severe and restricted use of the name, 
is a disease our generally accepted knowledge of which, dates from the 
year 1834. What is found respecting itch in medical works anterior to 
1834 is to be understood as applying equally to eczema, lichen, prurigo, 
etc., and it must be borne in mind that, among all the cases described in 
many such works, there may not haf c been a single case of what we now 
call true itch, i. e., itch characterised by the presence of the acarus. We 
shall henceforth use the term " itch " in this restricted sense. 

In the study of this, so to speak, new disease, many questions have had 
to be considered anew which had been already determined with greater or 
less certainty as regards the diseases formerly confounded with itch. 

The first in importance, in its bearing both upon prognosis and upon 
treatment, was the question of the nature of itch, whether it were a local 
or a conditutional disesiae. And although, as homoeopathic physicians, wo 
have not so large a faith in the doctrine of purely local diseases as our 
brethren of the old school have, yet, in this case, the question has the 
greatest interest even in our eyes. For, a disease in which a parasitical 
insect plays so important a part as the acarus is by maay assumed to play 
in itch, is just one of those very few affections which may be purely loca.1, 
dependeni solely upon the presence of the insect in the vesicles. In this 
Qase it would resemble those troublesome affections caused by the presence 
under the skin of the wood tick and "jigger" (chiggre, pulax penetrans) 
in the southern part of our country, and of the Guinea-worm in Africa, and 
for the cure of which, nothing further is needed than the expulsion or de- 
struction of the insect. 

The question is, then, does the continuance of itch in any case dep&nd 
solely upon the continued life and activity of the insect ? Or, what is the 

• Am. Horn. &«view. 
[Assem. 161.J 8 
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same thing, will the destruction of the insect in everj case ensure the dis- 
appearance of the disease ? 

For the solution of this question direct experiments have been made on 
a large scale ; while at the same time the results of treatn>ent offer a large 
mass of indirect evidence. It is the object of this paper to bring into view 
these classes of testimony and to consider their bearing on the question of 
the nature of itch. 

The existence of the insect in itch vesicles was popularly known long 
before it was acknowledged as a constant fact by scientific men, and sul- 
phur was in high repute among the people as a remedy for itch. After 
the general recognition of the acarus as an essential element of the disease 
and the consequent establishment of a more stringent diagnosis, the expe- 
rience of medical men in hospital practice soon justified this high regard 
in which sulphur was held. The remedy was used both internally and, in 
the form of ointment, externally, and of its curative action no doubt was or 
could be entertained. 

When, however, the question of the nature of the disease, as to whether 
it was a constitutional or a purely local malady, came to be mooted, it was 
suggested that the sulphur acted curatively only when externally applied^ 
and that its action was limited to the destruction of the insects, upon the 
extermination of which, it was alleged, the disease of course disappeared. 

Experiments were instituted to test this hypothesis. A number of acari 
being caught, were subjected to the action of sulphur. They perished in 
the course of a few hours. Others, which were at the same time buried in 
Lycopodium powder or in flour, retained a vigorous vitality for nK>re than 
a day. It was thus demonstrated that sulphur has the power of speedily 
destroying the acarus, and this was held to account for the speedy cure of 
cases of itch in which sulphur had been applied externally. 

Hebra, of Vienna, carrying out these experiments more extensively and 
more rigorously, reasoned, that if the disease depend solely on the presence 
of the insect and disappear with the destruction of the insect, then a care 
might be effected by the local application of any substance, even of i»on- 
medicinal, substances, which might possess the power of speedily killing' 
the acarus. He therefore caught a number of insects, and, among other 
experiments, plunging several into lard and other kinds of grease, found 
that they perished in a very short time. He accordingly treated a very 
.large number of patients by simple inunctions with lard or oil, and with, as 
he reports, complete success. 

These experiments made on an extensive scale and corroborated by the 
reports of other observers, seem to demonstrate the fact that itch is a local 
disease, originating in, and depending solely upon the presence of a para- 
sitical insect, and requiring therefor for its cure, simply the extermination 
of this insect. 

There are, however, certain incontestable facts which cannot be ac- 
counted for by this simple view of the disease. 

1st. Itch may be cured, as has been proved again and again, by both 
allopathic and homoeopathic physicians, by the internal use, alone, of sul- 
phur; but this treatment, as a geneial rule, requires a considerably longer 
time, than when external applications are conjoined with it, or are osed 
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^lone. A disease, however, which thus yields to a purely internal treat- 
ment, can scarcely h^. deemed a local disease. An hypothesis it is true has 
been advanced to account for these cures and at the same time to avoid 
admitting the constitutionality of the disease, viz., that the sulphur, ab* 
«orbcd into the circulation, is deposited in the vesicles, and thus, by a 
species of local application, kills the acarus and cures the disease. But 
this is an untenable over-refinement and will certainly not hold good with 
reference to those cases which are cured by homoeopathic physicians with 
infinitesimal doses of sulphur. 

2d« Devergie affirms that in ihose cases of itch which have been ''cured,** 
so to speak, by the simple inunction of lard or analogous substances, the 
eruption reappears after a time mojre or less brief, while this is not the case 
where patients have been treated with sulphur, either internally or exter- 
nally. Yet the inunction of lard undoubtedly kills the acarus, and, if this be 
{^11 Uiat is needed for the cure of the disease, we arc at a loss to account 
for its reappearance after the one treatment and not after the other. 

Hebra is silent respecting the reappearance of the disease in the nume- 
rous cases reported by him as treated by simple inunction; indeed, from the 
nature of his hospital practice, we know that he must have lost sight of 
almost all of his patients very soon after his treatment ceased. Devergie, 
on the contrary, has very great opportunities for observing the secondary 
results of treatment, the hospital St. Louis being a kind of voinier poorhouse, 

3d. Devergie, moreover, warns his pupils emphatically against the 
treatment of itch by the external applicaiwn alone of either sulphur or sim- 
ple lard, assuring them that serious lesions of internal organs not unfre- 
<}uent1y follow these speedy cures. 

Now it is pretty generally admitted, that the sudden suppression of 
eczema and analogous eruptions by external applications, is attended with 
considerable danger, and this is accounted for by the assumption that 
these are constitutional diseases ; and they are so considered on this very 
account^ namely, because a local treatment fails to eradicate them but merely 
changes their seat in the organism. But, according to Devergie and other 
medical writers, itch when locally treated manifests the same phenomena 
of lesions of internal organs. By parity of reasoning therefore, itch is to 
be adjudged a oonsttlulional disease. 

4th. Finally, Hebra relates that, in order to solve the question of the 
propagation of itch, he inoculated himself and some of his friends with the 
fluid discharged from the itch vesicles, but without efiect. He then placed 
acari in an active state upon his hands and the hands of his friends, but 
unihout any result. He finally inserted several of them beneath the skin of 
his hand and left them there. For several successioe days he looked in vain 
for traces of them. On the sixth day, after considerable febrile symptoms 
and other signs of constitutional disturbance, he noticed in his groin ves>* 
cles resembling iteh- vesicles, but not containing acari. On the eighth day 
vesicles containing acari were first discovered on the hands. 

A more perfect pictare of the onset and development of a constitutional 
disease eould scarcel}* be imagined than this history furnishes. Were this 
disease simply the presenee of a parasite beneath the skin, its inconvenient 
•pmptoms would have appeared as soon as the acarus was introduced 



116 STATE HOMGEOPATmO MEDICAL SOCIBTT. 

under the skin by Hebra. If one walk with unprotected ankles in a aontb- 
ern wood, and thos expose himself to the "jigger," not a single hoar 
elapses before he feels the tingling smarting which ceases only when the 
insect has been removed or destroyed. With the itch, on the contrary, 
eight days passed away before local signs were observed, and the first 
indications of disease were feoer and an eruption on a distant part of the 
body. 

With the evidence thos cited before tis, we are in a position to assume 
that itch is a constitutional disease. The manner of its onset, with con- 
stitutional disturbance, several days after the inoculation of the insect, all 
traces of the inoculated insect bei;ig meanwhile lost, these facts together 
with the effects of its too speedy suppression, compel us to this conclasioo. 

On the other hand we are constrained to concede to the acarns an 
important part in the disease. It is admitted on all sides that he is the 
sole agent in its propagation from one individual to another. And it ia 
also proved that his destruction in the vesicles greatly facilitates the radi- 
cal cure, and in every case causes at least the temporary disappearance of 
the eruption. 

These facts, most important in a practical point of view, have seemed to 
me to present a basis for a satisfactory theory of the disease which shall 
acknowledge the important functions exercised by the insect, and shall at 
the same time affirm the constitutionality of the disease. 

And in this connection, a reference to the morbus pedictdaris may not bo 
inappropriate, at least, to that variety in which the parasite is the pedicu- 
Ins corporis. 

So persistent is this disease, in some cases, in spite of the utmost clean- 
liness and care, an(j[ so speedily, in the course even of a few hours, do the 
patient's body and its surroundings sw^arm with incredible numbers of the 
vermin, after so thorough a cleansing, that not one had been discoverable, 
that authorities so recent and so eminent as Rayer and Dcvergie have felt 
constrained to admit the doctrine of spontaneous generation in the case, at 
least, of these parasites and to assume that they were generated in or 
upon the bodies of certain persons by virtue of a constitutional- taint or 
miasm. 

Erasmus Wilson does not ndmit the doctrine of spontaneous generation. 
He thinks that if due allowance be made for the " prodigious fecnndity** of 
these insects, their speedy reappearance in the innumerable hosts referred 
to, may be understood. But when called upon to account fur their per- 
sistent reproduction on certain persons while others quite as likely to come 
within reach of their ova are not infested at all, he is obliged to assume 
that the skin and excretions of certain persons, by reason of some consti- 
tutional peculiarities of tho»e peraons, furnish a favorable nidas for the 
development of the ova and of the resultant insect, he says: " It is difficnlt 
to understand the extraordinary increase of these creatures on the skin, in 
certain cases, even among persons of cleanly habits, and we cannot birt 
come to the conclusion that certain states of the fluids of the body are 
peculiarly favorable to their nourishment. Then they are sometimes found 
to be produced during an illness, and, in some families, have been known 
to invade the body shortly before death, and so become an admonition of 
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the approach of death.'' And, speaking of the treatment of this affection, 
Serrurier, after dwelling on the advantages of cleanliness and of diverse 
external applications which kill the insect, says: " When, as is most often 
the case, the phthiriasis depends or seems to depend on some constitutional 
disease, the local treatment will be but palliative and no care can be 
effected without combatting the conntitutional disease by constitutional 
means.". 

And, passing for a moment to still another variety of parasites, the 
opinion is gaining ground among students of Natural History, that the ova 
or the lower forms of intestinal worms are very generally diffused, and 
that very few human beings are not continually receiving them into the 
system; but that these ova in the majority of individuals perish, and that 
they dcvelope only in the bodies of those persons in whom the fluids and 
secretions are of such a character as to favor their development; and that, 
furthermore, the fluids and secretions arc in snch a state as toi favor tlio 
development of the worms only when the individual is in a diseased condi- 
tion.. It follows from this that there is a diseoHed condition, which precedes 
and prepares the way for the development of worms; there is, so to speak, 
a stage of helminthiasis in which, oh yet^ no worms exist as such. This 
explains the not unfrcqucnt removal of what are known as ** worm symp- 
toms," while yet no worms are evacuated. If this be the true view, it 
would follow that drugs, if there be any which merely kill the worms, 
without affecting the patient, would be only palliatives. They would not 
change that morbid state of the patient which favors the development of 
the omnipresent ova and there would be a speedy relapse. 

Just so, it may well be that the ova of the accarus scabiei and of the 
pediculus corporis respectively, develop only on the body of a patient whose 
fluids are so changed, under the influence of some diseased state, as to be 
favorable to their development. If thia be so, no external local treatment, 
addressed chiefly to the destruction of the insect, could be other than pal- 
liative. The ova being almost universally diffused, ^uld soon develop 
again in this favorable nidus. However such external destructive means 
might seem to expedite a cure, the only radical curative would be a consti- 
tutional treatment which should make the body unfit for the development 
of the vermin. 

Recurring now to the subject of the morbis pedicularis, we observe that 
Attomyr states that in proving psorinum he witnessed the production of 
body lice. This statement was called in question by many of his colleagues, 
among others most vehemently by Griesselich, the authority of whose 
criticism however, is weakened by the consideration that he doubted and 
denied everything But Attomyr affirms that he cured several cases of 
morbis pedicularis with psorinum. This too was doubted. It is remarkable^ 
however, that the elder Rapou of Lyons,^ without knowing Attomyr's 
clinical experience, gave psorinum successfully in a very obstinate and 
strongly marked case of the disease and subsequently treated a large nam- 
lier witii it with uniform success. 
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ARTICLE XIV. 

Report on Clinical Medicise. Case of Hydrocele, cared by a Single Reniedy off 
High Potency. By £. A Monger, M. D., of Waterrule. 

The patient was a stout, healthy boy, aged three and a half years, aon 

of S. B , of Marshall. 

The father brought him to my office about the first of Febraary^ 1864, 
for treatment ; found the secretion in the left testicle, sufficient to increaso 
the size of the scrotum, to twice or three times that of its uorinal state. 
Upon testing it by a lighted candle in a dark room, I ascertained thatil 
was a simple case of hydrocele. Having a short time previously heard mj 
friend, Dr. L. B. Wells, of Utica, speak of the successful treatment of i 
similar case, with mercurius solubilisof a high potency, I resolved to try it in 
this. I accordingly advised the father to wait until I could procare « 
medicine which I wished to give him, my object being to gain time to cum- 
municate with Dr. W. in regard to the particular potence and mode of ad* 
ministering it. I learned fmrn the Dr. that he used the 200th potency, aod 
I think a dose three times a day, for a few days, and tlien once a day. 

Having no high potency of this medicine except the SOOO, 1 crushed i 
few pellets (8 to 12 in number) in a little sach. lach, preparing in tbii 
way six or eight powders, and directed that one be dissolved in three tet- 
spoonsful of soft water, and a spoonful administered, morning, noou and 
night, until the six were taken, and then report to me. This prescriptioD 
was made February 10th, 1864. At the end of the week no change. Pre* 
scription : one dose a day, for one week. On the 22d saw the patient 
again and found the case decidedly improving ; ordered the medicine to be 
discontinued for a week or ten days and then to be resumed, a dose ones 
in thtce days. ' 

March 11th. No perceptible improvement in the last two weeks. Mnde 
the same prescription as at first for four days, then a dose every third dtj 
again. 

March 30th. Patient nearly recovered ; directed a continuance of the 
medicine a few days longer, when the father reported him entirely well, 
and he remains so till the present time, February 2d, 1865. In this case 
DO other medicine was used, and no external applications made. 

A lower potency of the same remedy might have effected the core as ledl 
'or better, and some other medicine niight have done equally well. Still tbe 
fact remains that this case, one in which we should not look for aspoif 
taneous cure, did terminate favorably under the use of this medicine. 
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ARTICLE XV. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases of Scrofulous Ophthalmia, resulting in Uloeratioft 
of the Cornea. By E. A. Mukgbb, M. D. , of Waterrille. 

Cask I. 

On the 18th of May, 1864, I was called to see a little daughter of F. P.^ 
three and a half years of age; light complexion, light hair, blue eyes, soft 
muscle, and of a decidedly etramoas habit, alibough abe bad usually 
enjoyed good health. 

Found the conjunctiva and edges of the lid of the left eye highly inflamed, 
painful, intolerance of light^ and a profuse discharge of acrid tears. This 
continued with only temporary improvement until the forepart of July, 
when the right eye also became similarly affected. Not having kept a foil 
record oft the case, I am unable to give a complete history of the treatment 
I prescribed at different times aconite, apis, belladonna, arseaicum, pulsa^ 
tilia, sulphur, mercurius and rhos to£. in the low potencies. 

There was an occasional improvement for a few days, but on tbe whole 
she became worse, until the forepart of September, when she was taken to 
Terona Springs, in the hope that she might be benefited by the use of the 
spnn^ water. At tikis time both eyes were highly inflamed; there was 
great intolerance of light, so muoh so that it was almost impossible to open 
the lids so that we could see the eyes. She remained at the Springs four 
weeks, with some benefit to her general health, and continued to use the 
water after her return. 

Some time in the early part of October the parents discovered eoroethiog 
unusual in the appearance of the left eye, and brought her to me. I found 
^n ulcer on the cornea, and the entire membrane quite opaque. At mj 
suggestioj^ they took her to Utica aud put her under the care of Dr. Woi- 
oott, an accomplished surgeon of the allopathic school. She remained 
under his treatment about six weeks, whcm, about the last of November, 
tiiey took her to New York and placed her under the care of Dr. Agnew» 
where she remained three weeks, and came home somewhat improved, but 
with something of the ulcer still remaining. Soon after her return another 
ulcer was discovered on the cornea of the right eye* She continued the 
use for a time of ihe remedies prescribed by. Dr. Ague w,. but under the 
immediate care of Dr. Wolcott. 

On the 22d day of June, 1864, the parents again presented her to me, 
entirely disheartened, anticipating nothing less than the loss of both eyes, 
and, indeed, it seemed as though that would be the result. The eyes were 
still highly inflamed; she could bear no light scarcely without intense suf- 
fering; her vision was very imperfect, the cornea of both eyes being quite 
opaque, the ulcers still remaining, though much smaller. She was pale, 
emaciated and debilitated. They asked me if anything more could be done 
for her. 
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I suggested a trial of high potencies, and accordingly put up six doses of 
calcarea carb. 1000th potency, and one dose of sulphur SOOOth, and ordered 
one dose calcarea each morning until all were taken, and on the serentb 
morning the dose of sulphur, and then the discontinuance of medicine one 
week. 

At the end of two weeks there was a manifest improTemcnt. I theo 
prescribed calcarea once in three days and sulphur once a week. This 
course was continued some eight weeks, with the excepiion that about six 
weeks after I commenced this treatment the eyes became more inflamed, 
accompanied with a copious discharge of scalding tears, for which I pre- 
scribed arsenicura 200, one dose each morning for four days, which relieved 
those symptoms, when I resumed the calcarea and sulphur as before. The 
fmprovement continued steadily, the eyes becoming clear and bright, the 
general health perfect, and she is at the present writing, January 85, 1865, 
plump, fair and healthy, with two good eyes. 

Casb II. 

Little g^rl, aged four years, daughter of E. B., of Madison. The mother 
died of tubercular phthisis a few months after the birth of this child, who in- 
herited from her a scrofulous constitution. When three or four montlis old, 
had crusta lactea sererely, and glandular swbllingo in different parts of the 
body. Since that time has enjoyed tolerably good health until the forepart of 
Norember, U64. I was called to see her on the 19th of November, and 
found the left eye highly inflamed, attended with the usual symptoms. On 
examination, found on the lower part of the cornea an ulcer of considerable 
size, and a smaller one directly over the pupil. 

Prescribed for about a week aconite and apis, which relieved the inflam- 
mation. I then gave calcarea 1000 once a day, and sulphur 3000 once a 
week, and continued them with an occasional intermission of a few days 
untfl the 35th of January, 1865, when the ulcers had both entirely disap- 
peared, and the eye was well but somewhat weaker than the other. The 
lower and largest ulcer was heiOed in about five weeks after I commenced 
this treatment. No local applications whatever were used, and no other 
remedies administered except an occasional dose of belladonna or apis 
when the eye was more inflamed than usual. 

Some five or six weeks ago an eruption appeared upon the hairy scalp 
which proved to be tinea capitis. I made no change of remedies however 
until January 25th, when I prescribed sepia 1000, a dose each day. 

February 3d. There is very marked improvement of the eruptive disease 
under the use of sepia which I ordered continued, and expect to witness n 
cure with this medicine alone. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 

Congenital Oodnsion of the Rectum. By Jacob Bxaklst, M. D.» of New York. 

The subject of the following communication was born on the 20th of 
July, 1863. The mother had borne two healthy children, both males. In 
placing the ligature around the cord it was found tp be more firm than 
usual, resisting the pressure dT the ligature to a degree that it was neces- 
sary to use more than ordinary force in drawing the knct During this 
operation it was remarked that the genital organs presented an uncommon 
appearance, there biMug no prepuce, and the glans of a highly livid color. 
Soon after the child was given to the nurse, the cord was found to be 
bleeding, and it became necessary to apply another ligature, which did 
not arrest the hemorrhage till a very considerable force had been applied, 
evidently being much firmer than natural, and when examined at its cut 
extremity, presenting an almost ligamentous appearance. The cliild, now 
more critically examined, was discovered not to have an anus ; the skin 
wa9 as smooth and lis color as bright in that part where the perineum 
should have been as it was upon the nates I Nor was there any appear- 
ance of raphe. 

There was no depression where the cleft of the nates should have been; 
and, when handled, those parts were firm, as though the skin was sup- 
ported by a thick bed of cellular tissue, well filled with fat. As the child 
lay on its back with the thighs flexed upon the pelvis, the spot where the 
depression should have been was the most prominent point. Over the lowef 
end of the sacrum, about the level of the point at which the articulation, 
with the coccyx, should be, there was a depression in the skin which seemed, 
when closely examined, to be attached to the bone by coudensed cellular 
tissue; the whole presenting the appearance of the cicatrix of an^ ulcer. 
A close inspection of the genital organs demonstrated very remarkable 
deformity there. There was but a rudiment of prepuce; the glans penis was 
very livid; the vieatua urinarius was perfect, but half a line lower; the 
urethra was cleft, and at this point was wide enough to receive a large size 
duck shot; around the root of the penis, rather than below it, existed what 
at first appeared to be the scrotum, but, upon minute examination, it re- 
sembled more the labia of the female: the most of it being disposed to- 
wards the sides of the root of the penis, and only a small part was smooth 
and florid, instead of wrinkled and brownish, as in the well formed male. 
Within this mass, the most careful examination could discover nothing 
resembling a testicle on either side. When the child voi^Jed urine the 
nrine passed out at the cleft of the urethra. The child, with the exception 
of the deformity described, was remarkably well developed. It would 
probably have weighed seven pounds; was plump, florid and vigor- 
ous, and was, when dressed, ns healthy looking a child as I ever saw. 
Twelve hours after the birth of the child, several of my students visited 
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it with me, and it was determined that, though the appearances were in 
every respect most unpromising of success, yet, that the chances of an 
operation ought to be afforded, I therefore proceeded, in their presence, to 
plunge a sharp pointed bistoury, with a narrow bla'de, just in front of the 
point of the coccyx, pushing backwards and upwards, as nearly as possible, 
hi the direction of the liollow of the sacrum for an inch depth. Upon 
withdrawing the knife, the hand was brought forward so as to enlarge the 
external opening sufiScienty to allow the finger to be introduced. No ap* 
appearance of meconium followed, and the finger, when introduced, could 
detect nothing resembling the gut On the contrary, a hard, unyielding, 
membraneous body appeared to fill up all tt|e narrow space between the 
tuberosities and the coccyx. The bistoury was now passed into the wound 
and, guided by the finger, was thrust nearly an inch deeper in the same 
direction. Throughout this space it encountered a resistance like that 
from cartilage, making a crackling sound, as when that substance is cut 
These thrusts were carefully repeated two or three times — the direction 
being slightly varied. No meconium followed; nor could the most careful 
examination detect anything calculate! to encourage further perseverance 
in the search. 

The wound was kept open by a plug of lint for two days, after which 
this was left out, as it be^an to occasion painful inflammation, and as .the 
most careful examination with the finger passed into the wound, while the 
child was made to cry violently, failed to indicate any approach of fecal 
matt<*r in that direction. 

The child lived seven daj'S and five hours, frequently taking nourish- 
ment, and for four days nursed freely. At times it vomited, but not ia 
proportion to the quantity swallowed. About the fourth day the matter 
thrown up was dark colored, and the abdomen began to be perceptibly 
swollen, but not tympanitic — the fulness being more firm than that caused 
by wind. There was at no time any straining or bearing down, as if from 
a desire to stool. From this time emaciation began to be very marked, and 
continued to increase. The child was sometimes restless, generally refus- 
ing to lie on the bed; but did nut give as much evidence of sufitTing, as 
was expcctedi It gradually became weaker, and finally died in an effort 
to vomit — the fluid filling up the mouth and nose. 

The autopsy was made eight hours after death. The abdomen, legs and 
dependant portions of the body were very dark colored; dark and frothy fluid 
flowing from the nose and mouth. The abdomen was considerably swollen; 
the umbilical cord was still adherent, presenting no appearance of sepa- 
ration. Upon opening the abdominal cavity, a very remarkable fullness 
and enlargement of the intestines attracted attention. Most prominent 
was. a pouch which at first appeared to be the stomach, pushed down below 
its natural position, but upon closer examination it was found to be a cul- 
de-sac^ haVing*it8 closed extremity on the left side of the abdominal cavity, 
find being continuous toward the right side, with a portion of intestine 
very much enlarged. It was bound along its lower edge by peritoneum; 
upon tracing this, it was found to make Boveral convolutions, and then 
passing back on the right side where it was closely adhered^ to terminate, 
in the stomach, which was now discovered higher up and rather furthlsr 
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back towards the spinal column, having been concealed hj the piece first 
described. Tlje length from the cnl-de-mc to this stomacli was about twelve 
inches. This was evidently the small intestine, a very large portion of 
which was deficient, the length not being more than would account for the 
duodenum and a small portion of the jejunum; the greater part of the jeju- 
num and the whole of tiie illium being absent. This truncated intestine 
terminated at the point which had first attracted attention, instead of pass- 
ing on to form a continuous tube as in the normal condition, and there it 
formed the remarkable looking sac alluded to, which was not unlike the 
stomach in shape, but at least one-third larger than that organ. It was 
almost equal in size to the large intestine of an adnlt.' The whole extent 
of this intestine from the stomach to the cul-de-sac was filled with fiuid and 
was of the appearance of a portion of intestine which had been strangu- 
lated in a hei'nial sac, or as the intestines are sometimes seen in casesof 
death from obstinate constipation. This extraordinary arrangement having 
been fully made out, attention was directed to a singular cord-like body 
which seemed to pass from the upper to the lower abdominal cayity and 
into the pelvis, forming in its course an extremely convoluted and serpen- 
tine course. This cord at the upper part was about the size of a small 
goose quill and gradually enlarged as it descended, attained the size of the 
little finger where it terminated in the pelvis. It was attached to the por- 
tion of intestine which has been described, by a layer of peritoneum, which 
membrane also connected it in its whole course to the posterior wall of the 
abdomen, after the manner of the mesentery. This cord was solid and 
firm, of a greyish-white color. Upon separating it from all its adhesions 
and carefully examining its course, it was found to pass from the umbilicus 
(where it made its exit from the abdominal cavity along with the umbilical 
vessels in the cord) down towards the pelvis, and its inferior end occupied 
the spot at which the rectum should approach the surface to terminate in 
the anus. 

A close examination of this part showed that the incision made it) search 
of the rectum had reached this cord, and the punctures had passed into it 
to the right. 

This cord then represented the large intestines, and its passage out of 
the abdomen at the umbilicus in the umbilical cord, accounts for this re- 
maining firmly attached and livid, instead of mortifying and falling off. 
The bladder was large and its walls standing out, as if distended with 
urine, but on cutting into it not much water escaped, and it was found that 
the appeai*ance was owing to the thickening of the walls of the bladder, 
which were dense as buckskin, causing the organ to bear some resemblanco 
to a good sized uterus. 

The urethra was cleft about half a line from the natural orifice, and at 
this point was considerably enlarged, so that it might have received a 
small sizi'd pea. It gradually lessened to its natural size as it approached 
the neck of the bladder. 

A careful examination was made into the imperfect scrotum, but no 
trace, either there or in the cavity of the abdomen, of a testicle, could be 
found. In the small cavity was found a plexus of veins and a quantity of 
cellular tissue, .with some small granules of fat The pelvis was small 
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This singular condition of things, exhibiting so fully the utter inade* 
qnacy of any operation, as yet recommended in cases of imperforate anas, 
to give the relief expected, has snggested the propriety of bringing for- 
ward, in as brief a space as possible, what has been published on this Hnb> 
ject by authors of recognised authority, with a view of elucidating as far 
as practicable the question (still ol scure) of the propriety of attempting 
any operation in doubtful cases 5 a question no less interesting to the sur- 
geon too, is that which has for its object the settling of a lint' of demarka- 
tion, as well defined as possible, between the cases in which an operation 
is clearly culled for, and those in which success will be so doubtful as to 
warrant him iu hesitating or even declining to interfere. 

Patuolocy. 

There are several varieties of this deformity. In that which may be 
considered the most simple (viewed in a surgical light) the anus is closed 
over by a membrane variable in thickness, under which the finger detects 
the fluid meconium, and the eye the dark or livid color, produced by this 
excremfent as well as the protrusion, gradually increasing which the accu- 
mulating meconium occasions ; these appearances being more or loss dis- 
tinct iu proportion to the density of tlie closing membrane. In another 
variety, not unfrequently met with, the anus is in its natural condition, 
but the rectum is closed at a greater or less distance up by a membrane 
varying in thickness as in the last case, or by an obliteration of the gut 
itself by a kind of collapse of the tube, the sides appearing to have ad- 
hered together, or by what has been described a navel-formed terminatiou 
<if the upper part of the gut in a canal extending from the anus up to tliis 
point. 

In a third variety, there is no appearance of anus. Here it has been ob- 
served, iu every case I have been able to consult, that along with the 
anus, a portion of the gut has been wanting. In every instance some dif- 
ference is met with in the quantity of deficient intestine discovered in 
making the post-mortem examination ; but in none was there anything like 
the extent of deformity described in this case. In every example, the 
defect was confined to the rectum except one, which extended to a small 
portion of the colon. Very frequently deformity of the genital organs co- 
exists with this variety. 

These three comprise all in which the patient is doomed to a certain and 
speedy death without the relief of an operation. There are others in which 
life may be protracted for a longer or shorter period, though under circum- 
stances of more or less aggravated suffering. 

Thus, the anus may be so small as to prevent any but the most fluid parts 
of the meconium from passing out; and the contraction may extend up along 
the rectum. Such a deformitj will daily become more serious, as the feces 
become more consistent, till finally death ensues unless the aid of surgery 
is evoked 

Again, the rectum instead of terminating at the usual place, may open 
elsewhere; as in the bladder, urethra, vagina or (as in one instance recorded), 
at the upper part of the perineum, just at the vulva. Cases are also men* 
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ttoned where the opening was at the umbilicus, in the left illiac region, 
and, " at the place where the symphisis pubis ought to have been." 

If from any cause, either from carelessness in the attendant, or from the 
deformity being within the gut, and so out of sight, the imperforation has 
not been discovered, the following symptoms will sufficiently unmask the 
case. 

Symptoms. 

Absence of all evidence of evacuation upon the child's clothing; gradually 
increased swelling and painful tension Of the abdomen; the crying and 
bearing-down efforts of the child; nausea, vomiting — the matter thrown up 
becomiug colored; redness of the face; protrusion of the eyes; swelling of 
the veins of the neck; hiccup; convulsive movements, &c. These show a 
total occlusion. In cases where the anus is still open, but too much con- 
tracted to perform its functions, the symptoms are the same, except that 
the clothes are slightly stained. 

When the opening is in the bladder the urine passes out discolored by 
the meconium at each discharge. When it is in ihe urethra the discharges 
are from the meatus urinariuHf and when into the vagina the same thing 
occurs. 

When the unnatural anus is upon the surface there will bo no difficulty 
in detecting it with the eye. 

Treatmbnt. 

In the first variety the case is easy to manage, and the surgeon's conrsts 
clearly pointed out. All authorities concur in recommending an operation, 
and none doubt as to the time for perfi/rming it. With one exception that 
I am aware of, Mr. Gopeland Hutchinson recommends a delay of from 24 to 60 
hours, with a view of rendering the operation easier, by allowing the meco- 
nium to collect and form a protruding tumor. All other writers recommend 
an immediate operation. 

The plan most followed is to make a crucial incision and then remove the 
flaps. A trocar haft, been recommended, but this is inefficient, as the open- 
ing is not large enough. The actual cautery and caustic have been sug^ 
gested; but the first mentioned operation is the best, as it obviates, in a 
great degree, the necessity of resorting to measures for dilating the open- 
ing, and requires only the simplest dressing and treatment. The number 
of these operations have been very great, and generally successful. 

The second variety presents far greater obstacles to the operator, and 
the difficulties will increase when the occlusion is situated higher up, 
complicated, more extensive, and the natural opening may be more con- 
tracted in size. If the anus is large, and the obstruction near the surface 
thin, so that the finger can be passed in, and by touching it give clear 
indications of the condition of the parts, the surgeon may, without diffi- 
culty, pass along the forefinger of the left hand a broad-shouldered lancet 
or a bistoury, and make an opening of sufficient extent. After the incision 
has been sufficiently extended and the meconium evacuated, tents of linen 
or other substs^nce must be kept constantly in place, to obviate the tendency 
to contraction. 

But when the obstacle is higher up, or the anus small, the finger cannot 
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be used, a g^roovcd sound mast be substituted, upon which a narrow bladed 
bistoury may be passed up to the obstacle, and the incisions made back- 
ward and laterally to avoid cutting important parts. 

A case is mentioned in which neither the sound nor the finger could be 
used, and it was necessary to pass the bistoury undirected — this case 
resulted favorably; but it is evident the instrument might easily haye 
taken a wrong coarse, though it was directed by the skillful hand of I. L 
Petit. 

In difficult cases, some surgeoi}8 have resorted to the use of the pharyn- 
gotomus for piercing the septum After the operation, by whatever in- 
strument it has been performed, it becomes extremely important to resort 
promptly and perseveringly to the use of such things as are best calcu- 
lated to keep the parts dilated, which will sometimes be found no easy 
matter. 

The third variety of imperforate amus in that about which the question 
properl}' arises, as to whether any operation ought to be performed, or 
whether the difficulties and uncertainties are not such as to make it impro- 
per for the surgeon to interfere. They are, indeed, appalling. But the 
alternative is more so. It is death — certain death to the patient. The 
question is therefore narrowed down to this: shall the patient be left to 
die, or shall an attempt be made to save him? If the latter alternative be 
chosen, and the effort prove unsuccessful, some addition will have been 
made to the child's sufferings. But the consolation, at least, remains to 
the friends, as well as to the surgeon, that nothing has been omitted. 

In discussing this question, it must constantly be borne in mind, that we 
have no means of discovering the extent or nature of the deformity, by 
referring to the anatomical structure of the parts, or by the symptoms of 
the case. The parts being deformed, of course, the anatomical relations 
are changed from the natural order, and we cannot tell how great this 
change may be. Neither can we infer any more from the symptoms, than 
that an impediment to the functions of the anus exists. 

To conclude, then, with no other data than these before us, that the de. 
formity is of so great extent as to bo beyond remedy, is to determine the 
question in too summary a manner. The only way, indeed, by which we 
■ can come at any knowledge of the extent of the deformity, is by attempt- 
ing to relieve it by an operation. If the operation fail, the patient cannot, 
fairly, be said to be in any worse situation; for only an additional degree 
of pain has been inflicted. Death is neither more or less the inevitable 
result after, as it was before. But a very important, because a very con- 
solatory certainty has been attained, namely: that all human knowledge 
and means have been invoked to save human life. 
The history of Ihe case detailed in the first pages of this article, sng- 
I gests a remark which may be found to throw some light upon this question, 

! should succeeding observation confirm it. There was no symptom during 

the child's life, that it suffered fmm those bearing down sensations which 
are so distressing in all cases where there are matters in the rectum re- 
quiring evacuation; or where the rectum is the seat of disease. Nor did 
it scream as if suffering from colic. Now, tlie post-mortem examination 
showed that there was no rectum, and no large intestine. I infer, then, 
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that where there are jdo bearing down efforts or symptoms of cholicj pains/ 
there is probably great deficiency of gut, and, consequently, but little 
chance of success from an operation. But this suggestion requires more 
proof. 

I conclude then that an operation ought, in most cases, to be attempted. 

Two very different proceedings have been resorted to. The first is, that 
in which the gut is sought for at the natural situation of the anus. The 
second, where this search is made at some other point. 

Where the first is selected, the manner of proceeding is pretty nearly 
the same as that employed in the case above. Slight variations are sug« 
gested by different authors, but not materially varying the plan. Should 
the surgeon have the good luck to find the gut, his difficulties and anxieties 
are not yet over. So great is the tendency to contraction and cicatrization 
in the newly divided parts, that the most incessant and persevering atten- 
tion is necessary to keep them open. This must be done by tents of linen 
or other substance. Sir Benjamin Bell remarked that a case of this kind 
which came under his care, was one of the most difficult surgical cases he 
ever had to treat, and his opinion finds its echo from every writer on the 
subject. If the sphincter ani be wanting, the success of the operation 
under the most favorable circumstances would be incomplete ; and if the 
deficiency of gut is great, this is probably the case. The operation, of 
course, presents some serious dangers also. In addition to those inciden- 
tal to all surgical operations, are the chances of infiltration of the fecal 
matters into the cellular tissue along the course of the wound. 

The second plan proposed for the operation is to abandon the attempt to 
arrive at the gut by the usual way, and to make an artificial anus at some 
other point. The first point suggested was the left illiac region ; when an 
incision having been carefully made through the successive layers of skin, 
muscle, fascia and peritoneum, the sigmoid flexure of the colon was sought 
for, brought to the edge of the wound, secured and ihen opened. 

In the second operation suggested, the guj; was to be sought for from the 
loin. The incision being made so as to pass by the edge of the quadratus 
lumborum^ and come upon the gut where it was not covered by peritoneum. 

The first of these operations has been performed several times, and with 
success. The second only once, by Roux, whose patient died in two hours. 
In eivhcr manner, under the most successful circumstances, the patient 
must suffer all the horrors of the artificial anus. 

It was suggested, that after the operation in the flank, a flexible instru- 
ment might be passed down the lower part of the gut, in search of the point 
at which it terminated, and using this as a guide, establish the anus at its 
natural situation, the first to be then healed up. But the suggestion has 
never been acted upon. 

Though not strictly belonging to the category of imperforate anus, cases 
of contraction of that part may be of .such a serious nature, and approach 
so nearly to total occlusion, that the two deformities need not be separated. 
So great has been the contraction in some instances, that the point of a pin 
could scarcely be introduced. 

As the patient advances in age, the thickening which takes place in the 
feces, causing their evacuation to be more and more difficult. Add to this, 
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that there is a tendency to contraction in the already insufficient opening, 
which renders the passage of the matters still harder. 

Something must be done by the surgeon, or the patient will soon be in 
the condition of one with a total occlusion. The object may be obtained 
by dilatation. For this purpose, different materials have been used. Either 
simple linen or such substances as swell when moistened, as sponge, or 
bougies, gradually increased in size. 

In view of the importance of keeping up un intermitting dilatation, it is 
possible that some improvement upon the means recommended would be 
found in the use of an instrument so contrived as to permit the passage of 
the meconium without it being necessary to withdraw the instrument fre- 
quently. This, I think, might be effected by a tube shaped somewhat likte 
a female syringe, with the holes made larger, and with a rim at the outer 
end having contrivances adapted for keeping it in place by means of tapes. 
The size of this dilator to be proportioned and gradually increased to the 
full size. 

The substance used might be gum elastic, wood or metal. This would 
allow so much of the fluid parts of the meconium to escape, as would keep 
the patient free of suffering from distensions, and at times the instrument 
could be removed in short periods, for the purpose of allowing more 
thorough evacuation, and also for giving temporary relief from pressure. 
The length of such an instrument would vary to suit the case 

But should the case be urgent, resort nr^ust be first had to the knife, and 
when sufRcient enlargement has been obtained, the parts must be kept 
from cicatrizing and contracting, by the means just mentioned. The inci- 
sions must be made with a narrow bladed bistoury, passed along the 
groove of a' sound, and repeated in different directions, so that sufficient 
enlargement may be obtained without endangering important parts. This 
precaution will save the sphincter too from being cut through, which might 
happen if it were neglected. The use of the tents must be kept up for 
many months, and when they are no longer regularly inserted, frequent 
examination should be made, to learn whether the partd are permanently 
dilated. 

In cases where there is an opening for the gut in some unnatural sitns- 
tion, the propriety of interfering is not so certain. If the opening be 
sufficiently large to admitof the evacuation of the fecal matter, the patient 
is not doomed to inevitable death, and therefore the surgeon may pause to 
inquire whether art offers any prospoct of improving this state of things. 
If there be any symptom leading him to suppose that a search for the gut 
in the normal situation might be successful, he might, at a convenient 
time, make the attempt, and if it succeeded, then turn his attention to 
healing up the unnatural opening. But any rash or hasty determination 
would be unpardonable, because, however disgusting maybe the condition 
of a patient with this deformity, both to himself and others, the conscien- 
tious surgeon can never cease to refle(;t that the great object of his art is 
the preservation of human life, and that the lessening of human suffering 
is only the second. 



NEW TOBK HOM(EOPATHIO MEDICAL COLLEGE. 129 



I J 



^ ARTICLE XVII. 

Fifth Annual Commencement of the New York Homoeopathic Medical College. Report 
by Professor Jacob Beaklet, M. D., of New York. 

rja Th^ New York Homoeopathic Medical College is in a flourishing con- 

sa? ^ dition, notwithstanding the depressing condition of our country. The 
ai respective chairs are filled by thoroughly educated and energetic men, who 

^ have entered on this labor of love with a full determination to make this 

f\ institution inferior to none in thoroughness of instruction in every depart- 

fs ment of its entire curriculum of instruction. It is to be hoped these efforts 

t; on the part of the faculty will meet with a hearty co-operation from the 

whole hom<»opathic fraternity. Students who are adherents of the homoeo- 
r pathic system of practice while attendirg allopathic medical schools, are 

it obliged, for the time being, to ignore their honest convictions and obtain 

r^ clandestinely honors they cannot wear, and they eventually gain the op- 

3 probrium of those whom they have duped. Let us lay aside all prejudices, 

^ and honestly and earnestly support our own medical colleges, and show to 

the world we are good and true men, working together as a band of 
^{ brothers to benefit our race, and free it from the scourge that has so long 

cursed us as a people. 

At the fifth annual commencement the following named gentlemen 
, received the degree of doctor of medicine : 

[^ L. M. Brown, Junior Cleveland Ohio. 

'"^, Wm. J. Calvert Ann Arbor Michigan. 

J. H. Tegart Scotland Canada West. 

- W. R. Case Clinton Corners New York. 

?' Winford York Simcoe Canada West. 

t B. F. Bowman Mechanicsburgh • • . • Pennsylvania. 

f M. H. Waters Hartwick New York. 

P« 0. C. Benson Owasco • • • • • New York. 

George Palmer • • • London • • • .* Canada West 

* G. B. Ketchum Medina New York. 

J. N. Fairbank New York City. 

' J. T. Wallace Herkimer New York. 

Everett Hasbrouck Medina New York. 

A. N. Tisdale Simcoe Canada West. 

G. F. Hand Binghamton New York. 

F.L H.Willis New York City. 

C. T. Hamilton Middlefield , Massachusetts. 

D. W. Pitts Saratoga New York. 

W.B. Cowan Ga»t Canada West. 

J. 0. Emmett St. Catharines Canada West. 

Lewis Whitney Ann Jlarbor Michigan. 

J. H. Domorest New York City. 

Henry Holt West Liberty Michigan. 

Ira Remsen New York City. 

G. P. Westland • • London • Canada West. 

J. B. Holtby Simcoe ...••• Canada West. 

[Assem., No. 161.] 9 
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J. L. Peck Bridgeport Connecticnt. 

P. S. Goodwin Skowhegan Maine. 

B. M. Richardson Sutton Vermont. 

L. J. G. Bnrchard St. Louis Missouri. 

W. P. Hocking Brantford Canada West. 

D. A. Cheever Pekin Illinois. 

Bernard Hund New York City. 

W. P. Bahker New York City. 

W. H. Dickinson • Desmoins . . . .' Iowa, 

H. J. Jackson New York City. 

Ms E. Tripp Ingersoll Canada West. 

■C. L. Mahon Smyrna Delaware. 
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ARTICLE XVIII. 

First Annual Report of the New York Medical College for Women. Br the Dean, l' 
M. Ward, M. D., of New York. 

This institution originated in the efforts of Mrs. C. S. Losier, M. D., an 
extensive practitioner in this city, who daily saw and felt the necessity of 
increased facilities for tlie education of women as physicians. She, at first, 
succeeded in exciting the interest of certain of her patients to such a degree 
as that an association was formed before which lectures were delivered on 
various medical subjects, and for whose use a small medical library was 
opened. 

The interest thus awakened deepened and widened until, in process of 
time, the Legislature was petitioned, and April 14, 1863, the charter of the 
present institution was granted. 

The organization of the college was at once perfected and the first course 
of lectures, attended by eighteen matriculants, proved decidedly encourag- 
ing to those interested in the enterprise, and when, at the end of the second 
year, fifteen of the thirty-four students in attendance, after a thorough ex- 
amination by the faculty and a board of censors, consisting of five physi- 
cians outside of the faculty, took the degree of doctor of medicine, it ws^s 
no longer possible for the most sceptical to doubt the fact of success. 

This first commencemejit took place on Wednesday, March 1, 1865, at 
the Broadway Athenssum, and was a most interesting occasion. The large 
edifice was crowded to repletion with a brilliant audience. The exercises 
were opened with prayer by Rev. Samuel S. Cox, D. D. 

Prof. Ward, after a few prefatory remarks relative to the requirements 
of the college and the fitness of the candidates for graduation, read the 
thesis of Mrs. Elizabeth D. Wright, entitled "Success in the Practice of 
Medicine.'' The article was well written, and was received with marked 
attention by the audience. 

The degree of Doctor of Medicine was then conferred on the following 
ladies: 

Miss S. Amelia Barnett , Newark, N. J. 

Miss Harriet Clisby Melbourne, Australia. 

Mrs. Margarett L. Cooper New York city. 

Mrs. M. Anna Densmore England. 

Mrs. Annie Hall New York city. 

Mrs. Harriet E. Hall Peterborough, N. Y. 

Miss Anna A. Manning Norwich, Conn. 

Mrs. Amelia G. PoUcck New York city. 

Miss Emily Schettler New York city. 

Mrs. Eloise B. Smith .... Boston. 

Miss Jane E. Spaulding Cold Water, Mich. 

Miss Mary £. Tracy Cromwell, Conn. 

Mrs. Anna C. Van Ness New York city. 

Miss Adaline Williams ; Mansfield, Mass. 

Mrs. Elizabeth D. Wright New York city. 
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Prof. Carroll Dunham then pronounced the valedictory address, in the 
name of the faculty bidding the graduates farewell as students, and wel- 
coming them to the dignities and responsibilities of the profession. 

In the course of the study of medicine, to which they had successfully 
applied themselves, they had learned to know the structure and functions 
of the human organism, and-^io understand the modifications which disease 
imposes on th^m, and to exercise and put into operation the appliances of 
the medical art for their restoration to health. And now, said he, you go 
forth aud put into use, for the benefit of whomsoever calls upon you, the 
knowledge you have acquired. On occasions like the present, on the pub- 
lic entrance of students to the dignities of the profession, it has been from 
time immemorial, a custom to administer to graduates the hippocratic oath. 
The form has been omitted; but you have, in substance and virtually, taken 
on you the obligations of that oath. Yon have pledged yourselves to use, 
according to your best ability, whatever means may tend to assuage the 
Bufferings of ycur patients and to avert from them everything that brings 
them loss or detriment. You have virtually sworn to be proof against all 
solicitation and temptations to employ for unworthy purposes the know- 
ledge you have acquired of the action of drugs on the human body. You 
have bound you reel ves to preserve your lives pure and holy, and to ever 
hold in inviolate confidence, whatever in the life or circumstances of your 
patients may become known to you while you are engaged in the exercise 
of your professional duties. And in the manner of your faithfulness to 
these obligation you pray Ood, in whose name you took the oath, to grant 
yt>u success in your labors and honor among your fellows. 

Addresses were then delivered by Rev. William H. Boole, Hon. Horace 
Greely, and Rev. Henry Ward Beechcr. 

Benediction by Rev. Thomas Street. 

There are two other medical colleges for women in our country, bat this 
is the only one in the world that adopts for its motto, " similia sinailibus 
curantur.'' This fact, together with the benefits to be derived from Belle- 
Yue and the other great public charities in and about New York, and the 
peculiar facilities arising from the relation of certain of the profet^sors to 
the homoeopathic dispensaries of the city, and the experience and standing 
of all of them in the profession, combine to render this institution unrivaled 
in its educational advantages. 

The faculty is constituted as follows: 

Mrs. C. S. Lozier, M. D., Professor of Diseases of Women and Children. 

I. M. Ward, M. D., Professor of Obstetrics and Medical Jurispudence. 

John Ellis, M. B., Professor of the Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

J. R. Andrews, M. D., Professor of the Principles and Practice of Surgery. 

Mrs. S. M. Ellis, M. D., Professor of Anatomy. 

T. P. Allen, M. B., Professor of Chemistry and Toxicology. 

, Professor of Physiology and Hygiene. 

Carroll Dunham, M. D., Professor of Therapeutics and Materia Medica. 

CENSORS. 

J. T. Evans, M. D., E. M. Kellogg, M. D., 

B. Pincke, M. D., H. M. Smith, M. D.. 

Miss A. L. Fowler, M. D. 
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ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

Prof, Theodore W. D wight, L.L, D., Dr.' Edward Bayard, 

James T. Brady, Esq., Dr. B, F. Bowers, 

Jonathan Sturges, Esq., Dr. Carroll Dunham, 

Hon R. B. Connolly, Dr. L, Hallock, 

Rev. H. B. Elliott, Dr. B. F. Joslin, 

Dr. A. S. Ball, Dr. B. B. Marcy, 
Dr. L. T. Warner. 

During the last session of the Legislature, the charter was amended, 
granting the trustees the power to hold hospital property, and changing 
the title of the institution so that it reads: ** New York Medical College 
for Women and Hospital for Women and Children." Such general hospital 
will be opened as soon as the requisite funds can be obtained. 

New college rooms will be opened at the beginning of the fall term, on 
the third Monday in October, at 74 Bast 12th street 
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ARTICLE XIX. 

Appointment of Hooioeopatbic Phytsicians as Medical Examiners by Life Tnsnranw 
Gompanicfl. A Keport bj William A. Uawlet, M. D., of Syncuae. 

At the semi-annaal meeting of the Onondaga county HomcBopathic Medi' 
cal Society, held at Syracuse, October 35, 1804, the following preamble 
and resolations were adopted, and tlie writer appf)inted a committee to 
confer with the Life loBurance Companies on the subject and report to the 
State Society. 

Whereas, it has been repeatedly stated by opponents of our school, that 
life insurance companies decline to appoint as mcdicul examiners physicians 
who are engaged in the practice of Homoeopathy ; and 

WhereoHf said report is derogatory to the dignity, honor, and ability of 
a large and influential body of intelligent and regularly educated medical 
men ; therefore 

Resoivedf That a committee be appointed to confer with the life insurance 
companies doing business in the State of Ncv York, for the purpose of as- 
certaining the truth or falsity of said statement. 

Reaoliyid, That silence in regard to the above query, upon the part of 
any of the interrogated companies, shall be deemed as presumptive evidence 
of the truth of said report as far as such delinquent i^ concerned. - 

Renoloed, That said committee be, and hereby is instructed to report the 
results of said correspondence to the New York State Homodopathic Medical 
Society, at its next annual meeting, to be held at Albany in February, 1865, 
for consideration and action. 

The committee would therefore, present the following report. 
Letters enclosing the above preamble and resolutions were addressed to 
all the life insurance companies doing business in the State, requesting 
them to state definitely what is their practice in the choice of medical ex- 
aminers. Of the twenty-one companies thus addressed, the follovEring 
named fourteen promptly responded : 

Berkshire Life Insurance Company, Fittsfield, Mass. 
New York Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Knickerbocker Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Security Life Insurance and Annuity Company, New York. 
North American Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Union Mutual Life Insurance Company, Boston, Mass. 
The Manhattan Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Connecticut Mutual Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn. 
New England Mutual Life Insurance Company, Bojston, Maas. 
Phoenix Mutual Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn. 
Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company, Springfield, Mass. 
^ Mutual Benefit Life Insurance Compan}', Newark, N. J. 
Germania Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Guardian Life Insurance Company, New York. 
Thirteen of these claim to exercise entire impartiality in the choice of 
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medical examiners and to instruct their agents to employ the best skill, 
without regard to any school of practice. 

The PhcBriix, of Hartford, Conn., which has but one agent in this State, 
says, " a number of our board of directors constantly employ homodopathic 
physicians, but at the organization of our company, a vote was passed in- 
structing our officers and agents to employ none but allopathic physicians 
as examiners.'' 
The following named seven companies failed to respond. 

New York Life Insurance and Trust Company, New York. 

Mutual Life Insurance Company, New York. 

United States Life Insurance Company, New York. 

Equitable Life Insurance Society of the United States, New York. 

Home Life Insurance Company, Brookline, Mass. 

National Life Insurance Company, Montpelier, Yt. 

Charter Oak Life Insurance Company, Hartford, Conn. 
By the terms of the second resolution, it will be noticed that we are left 
to infer that these last named companies choose to appoint only allopathic 
examiners, though it is fair to say that in the case of the Home Life Insur- 
ance Company, their only examiner in this city (Syracuse) is a homodo- 
pathist. 

The committee, therefore, express the hope that the State Society at its 
present meeting will adopt the following resolution, or its equivalent, and 
urge corresponding action on the part of all homoeopathic physicians in 
this State. 

Whereas f certain life insurance companies above named, doing business 
in this State, refuse to appoint regularly and legally educated men, of un- 
questioned skill and integrity, as medical examiners, simply because they 
are believers in, and in their practice followers of, the law fsimilia similibus 
curanlur, and 

Whereas, certain other above named life insurance companies doing 
business in this State, including the great majority of the wealthiest and 
soundest companies in the country, claim to exercise and do exercise entire 
impartiality in the choice of medical examiners ; therefore 

Eesolved, That the Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State of New 
York recommends the adherents of homoeopathy, whenever practicable, 
to support only those life insurance companies which, in the appointment 
of their medical examiners, are uncontrolled by the intolerance and illiber- 
ality of the allopathic school of practice. 
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ARTICLE XX. 

Biographical noticeof Ira R. Adams, M. D. Bj Jacob Bsaklet, M.D.,of New Tork. 

The following obituary notice of the late Ira R. Adams, M. D., was written 
by one intimately related to the deceased, and is a faithful delineation of 
the life and character of one of the most earnest and intellectual youthful 
devotees of the homoeopathic school of medicine. Ira R. Adams was a 
graduate of the Homoeopathic Medical College of Pennsylvania. He 
passed the ordeal of a rigid examination before the several professors with 
distinguished honor. He was a thorough student; earnest, ambitious, and 
endowed by nature with intellectual capacities far above mediocrity. Had 
it pleased Providence to have prolonged his years to the ordinary period of 
human life, I doubt not he would have taken an advanced position among 
his compeers in intellectual and moral force of character, and by his gen- 
erous and philanthropic disposition would have proved a blessing to man- 
kind. 

The subject of this notice died at his residence at Lowville, November 
19, 1862, aged thirty-one years. 

That terrible scourge, typhoid fever, had entered the section like a very 
malaria, most alarming in its features, most desolating in its progress. 
The very air seemed filled with contagion, and swiftly it sped its way from 
house to house. It was with difficulty that competent nurses could be 
obtained, so great was the consternation. But the faithful physician must 
stand at his post, though others quailed with fear; must perform his duty, 
though others shrank from theirs. It were too difficult a task to ''numerate 
these labors of tender, patient love, of entire self-forge tfulness, of brave 
and hopeful effort to relieve suffering. 

Actuated by a sublime heroism, he took his place by the bedside of the 
sick and dying, to do and die for others. Day by day he toiled on, often- 
times in weariness and physical pain, while slowly and snrely the seeds of 
disease and death were being sown in his own system. Yet the willing 
hands and active brain would not give over the work, till utter prostration 
obliged him to desist. Thus with that strange forge tfulness of self that 
always characterized him, he continued his daily ministrations till his over- 
tasked energies gave way and he sank to rise no more. 

Called away in the midst of his years, when the future seemed full of 
promise, he was one of those few gifted spirits whose course on earth is 
short as we count time, but in " labors more abundant," who crowd in their 
brief lives the work of long years. Like sheaves ripened in early summer, 
their harvest hour comes on. 

Some seven years since, he directed his attention to the study of medi- 
cine, and after finishing his preparatory studies, entered the Homoeopathic 
College at Philadelphia, where he graduated with the highest honors of his 
class, in the spring of 1860. He immediately entered upon the duties of 
bis profession in his native village, and bis constantly increasing practic 
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from that time until hia final sickness, evinced the high regard in which he 
was held by all who knew him. Ele regarded the practice of medicine as 
his mission, and resolved to enter upon the work, soon after the death of 
his father (who was also a homoeopathic physician), in 1857. 

Peculiarly fitted as he wae for the profession both by natural gifts and 
by education, it is not strange that he once remarked that in nothing did 
he delight more *' than to relieve the suffering." His gentle, winning man- 
ners, combined with an amount of skill rarely found in one so young, 
caused his services to be almost constantly called into use among the sick. 
Thus his labors intermmitted not, for the poor ever looked to him for help, 
the friendless had only to speak of their* sorrows and his hand and heart 
were read to do them good. His gentle tones and modes of encouragement 
were like balm and healing to many a sufferer. Unselfishness was the 
rule of his life, while, noisch^ssly as the falling dew, he scattered blessings 
on all around him. " Being dead, he yet speaketh," oh I how clearly in the 
memories of those who beheld his spotless life, his radiant example, 
" * Being dead,' he yet lives in the hearts of an appreciative community." 

The blighting fever, which in some instances prostrated its victims for 
months, soon spent its force upon him, and only one month were anxious 
friends permitted to minister to the patient sufferer. Now hope, then 
fear predominated with every change of symptom, till death made his 
presence felt. The anguish-of those last hours was only for those who 
stood by the bedside of the unconscious sufferer, eager to catch the glance 
of eyes so soon to open upon the glories of another world, and to treasure 
up the murmured words that dropped from lips when speech was failingi 
Calmly and peacefully as dies the Christian, he received the final summons 
and entered the beautiful gates of Heaven. 

A likeness of Dr. Adams is published as a frontispiece to this volume. 
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ALBANY COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

Article 21. List of OtBcers, Del(^te8, Committees and Members, 18G1-65. 

22. Action of the Society with reference to a Testimonial to Dr. W. T. G. Mortok. 

23. Action of the Society with reference to the Establishment of a ilomoaopathic 
Dispensary. 

24. Report on Drug Proving. Importance of an Extensive and Uniform SystCLt 
of Drug ProTmg. By Horaob M. Paine, M. D., of Albany. 

ARTICLE XXI. 

List of Officers, Delegates and Members, 1861-65. 

OFFICERS KLKCTED JANUARY 24, 1861. 

Dr. David Springs teed, Albany, President. 
Henry D. Paine, Albany, Vice President. 
James W Cox, Albany, Secretary and Treasurer. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMOSOFATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. James W. Cox, Dr. E. Darwin Jones, 

. Henry D. Paine, Lester M. Pratt. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JAKUARY 13, 1863. 

Dr. E. Darwin Jones, Albany, President. 
Henry D. Paine, Albany, Vice President. 
James W. Cox, Albany, Secretary and Treasurer. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. James \V. Cox, Dr. E. Darwin Jones, 

Henry D. Paine, VVra. H. Randel. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JANUARY 12, 1864. 

Dr. Lester M. Pratt, Albany, President. 

Wm. U. Randel, Albany, Vice President. 

James W. Cox, Albany, Secretary and Treasurer. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. James W. Cox, Dr. E. Darwin Jones, 

Lester M. Prattt, Wm, H. Randel. 

OFFICERS ELECTED FEBRUARY 4, 1865. 

Dr. Wm. H. Randel, Albany, President. 

E. Darwin Jones, Albany, Vice President. 
James W. Cox, Albany, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

! rs. Henry D. Paine, E. D. Jones, David Springsteed. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOM(EOPATUIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. James W. Cox, Dr. E. Darwin Jones, 

U»8ter M. Pratt, Wm. H. Randel. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine, 16 West 14 th street, New York. 
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MEMBERS. 

Dr. David Springsteed 82 Hudson street, Albany. 

E. Darwin Jones 140 State do do 

Lester M. Pratt 580 Broadway, do 

James W. Cox 1 09 State street, do 

William H. Randel 1 Clinton Place, do 

John S. Delavan • 77 Columbia street, do 

Horace M. Paine 1 04 State street, do 

W. S. Baker Coboes, Albany county. 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held oiT the second Tues- 
day in January. Regular quarterly meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of April, July, October and January. 



ARTICLE XXII. 

Action of the Society with reference to a Testimooial to Dr. W. T. G. Mobtok. 

A special meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. H. D. Paine, 
December 19, 1864, for the purpose of taking action in reference to the 
national testimonial ti* Dr. W. T. G. Morton, for his discovery of etheriza- 
tion.* 

The object of the meeting having been announced, a statement was pre- 
sented which briefly and earnestly set forth the acknowledged value and 
importance of the discovery made by Dr. Morton, and the circumstances 
which have occasioned an appeal to the general public for a substantial 
recognition of his claims npon a nation's gratitude. 

It was further stated that an opportunity having been recently offered 
to the citizens of Albany to participate in the movement for a national 
voluntary subscription, they have readily and liberally responded to the 
call, more than three thousand dollars, it is understood, having been already 
contributed to the fund. 

The members of this Society have cordially co-operated with other mem- 
bers of the profession in bringing the subject to the attention of their fel- 
low pitizens. It is a source of just pride and satisfaction that their interest 
in promoting subscriptions has not been unsuccessful. Of the whole 
amount thus far subscribed by our wealthy and public-spirited townsmen, 
it is estimated that nearly or quite two thousand dollars has been derived 
from those who approve and adopt the homoeopathic mode of treatment. 

So far, however, the members of the Society have acted only in their 
individual capacity; but it has been suggested that it would be proper and 
might be useful to give some official and united expression as an apprecia- 
tion of their interest in this meritorious proceeding and their desire to con- 
tribute to its successful accomplishment. 

After some conversation as to the form which the proposed action of the 
Society should take, the following resolutions were unanimously agreed to : 

Beisolvedf That the members of the Albany Connty Homoeopathic Medical 
Society recognize the great value of etherization as a means of relieving 

« A statenieiit by Profenor Helmnth, on page 67. establishes the elaim of the late Dr. C. B. 
Maitbewe, a homoeopAihlo physiolan of Philadelphia, to prioritjr in the discorery of ether as aa 
ansMthetio. 
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pain, and dpsire to express their grateful acknowledgments to Dr W. T. 
G. Morton fcir its discovery and successful introduction. 

Resolved, That we cordially approve of the movement now in progress in 
Albany and elsewhere in behalf of the Morton testimonial^ and that we will 
continue to promote subscriptions to the fund among our patrons and 
friends. 

Resolved, That wetecord with undisguised satisfaction the fact, that the 
adherents of homoeopathy in this city have from the first manifested at 
least, equally with others, a becoming appreciation of the claims of Dr. 
Morton upon them, by contributing nearly two-thirds of the whole amount 
thus far subscribed in this vicinity, and that we commend their example 
as worthy of emulation elsewhere. 

Resolved^ Tliat an abstract of these proceedings be presented to Dr. 
Morton. 



ARTICLE XXIII. 

Action of the Society with reference to the Establishment of a Homoeopathic Dispensary 

in the City of Albany. 

At a meeting of the Society, held February 4, 1865, Drs. L. M. Pratt, H. 
D. Paine, and E. D. Jones were appointed a committee to consider the ex- 
pediency of establishing a Homoeopathic Dispensary in the city of Albany, 
to report at the next meeting of the Society. 

At a meeting of the Society, held February 26, 1865, the committee ap- 
pointed to determine the feasibility of the formation of a Homosopathic 
Dispensaiy, presented a report recommending that steps be immediately 
taken toward the establishment of such an institution. 

The committee were accordingly instructed to make an estimate of ex- 
penses, designate a suitable locality and suggest a plan of operations. 

At a meeting held March 18, the committee presented the following 
circular for distribution among a few of the friends of homoeopathy in this 
city: 

PltOPOSAL POR A HOMCKOPATHTC DiSPENSART. 

The increasing desire for homcoopathic treatment among the poorer 
classes of this city, seems to call for a corresponding effort on th^ part of 
the more favored and benevolent public, to make the advantages of that 
mode of practice more generally available than is possible under existing 
arrangements. Formerly, it was much the case, that homoeopathy found 
its adherents only among the educated, intelligent, and well to do part of 
the community ; but observation and experience of its benign effects have 
gradually overcome the prejudices of the poor and ignorant in favor of the 
"heroic" treatment to which they have been accustomed; and as a con- 
sequence, the services of the homoeopathic practitioners are now frequently 
sought for, and gratefully received by them. 

Homoeopathic physicians are no less willing than others to answer these 
increasing demands upon their time and labor, but it is for the most part 
impossible for them to do so to the extent that is desirable, without serious 
detriment and inconvenience to their ordinary business. 

In order to overcome this dlllicuUy — to extend the benefits of the treat- 
ment more widely, and at the same time to enable the non-medical public 
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to assume a share in the charity, it is proposed to establish in this city a 
public dispensary, at which, during certain hours of every day, advice and 
medicine ma}^ be obtained by those who are unable to pay for them. The 
physicians are themselves willing and ready to give their services gratui- 
tously, if their charitable patrons and friends will contribute the moderate 
pecuniary resources to sustain the institution. It is evident that by such 
an organization of effort, much more good can be accomplished than with- 
out it. 

The undersigned have been appointed a committee by their colleagues of 
the profession in Albany to arrange a plan for such an institution, and to 
solicit the co-operation of the benevolent, and especially of the friends of 
homoeopathy, in establishing and supporting it. 

If all those in this city who have experienced, or witnessed the advan- 
tages of homoeopathic treatment will contribute even a small sum for the 
purpose, thei-e will be no difficulty in establishing and supporting a dis- 
pensary of such a grade as will meet the present requirements. It is 
believed that a sufficient amount can be secured by subscriptions, not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars each, from those who may bo expected to take an interest 
in the undertaking. 

Those who are so disposed, are respectfully requested to inclose their 
subscriptions in the accompanying envelope, and send them to either of the 
undersigned, as early as may be convenient. The subscriptions are not to 
be collected until a sufficient sum is secured, and a treasurer regularly ap- 
pointed by the subscribers, at a meeting to be called for the purpose of ef- 
fecting a permanent organization. 

At a meeting held June 20, the committee reported that a sum equivalent 
to about five hundred dollars had been subscribed in response to tl^e circular. 
This sum was considered scarcely sufficient to meet necessary expenses for 
one year, and it was accordingly, at first, proposed to increase the amount 
somewhat by more direct personal effort^ or by bringing the subject to the 
notice of a larger number of the friends of the homoeopathic system by 
giving it greater publicity ; but, on further consideration, owing chiefly to 
the lateness of the season and the difficulty of obtaining suitable rooms in 
an eligible location, it was proposed to suspend further action temporarily. 



ARTICLE XXIV. 

Report on Materia Medica. Importance of an Extensive and Uniform System of Drag 
Proving. By Horace M. Pains, M. D., of Albany. 

One of the essential principles of homoeopathy is the instituting of 
thorough and reliable provings of drugs by healthy persons; we need not 
therefore allude to its necessity or importance, or advocate such a procedure. 
It is doubtless conceded that the great work of the homoeopathic profes* 
sion of the present day is to obtain, as far as may be, a complete patho> 
genesis of every known medicinal substance, by the collection of which in 
future years there may be prepared a perfect materia medica. 

With this great work in view it is a source of encouragement to know, 
that the morbid effects of drugs upon the human system are essentially the 
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same in all places and in all ages. The comparatively recent provings of 
heUc'boru9-niger by Hahnemann reveal precisely tVic same symptomatic 
aberrations that resulted from its administration by Hippocrates and his 
disciples. It follows therefore, that a perfect and useful materia medica 
mnst be based upon exhaustive and complete provings. Each remedy 
must be proved and re-proved until uo new symptoms are produced. Then, 
and not till then, can the work, as' far as performed, be considered finished 
and completed. 

What a mass of unimportant symptoms have been incorporated into the 
works in use at the present day! So unsatisfactory is the study of the 
pathogenes'is of many remedies now in frequent use, that probably many 
of us are obliged to depend upon our own experience rather than the pub- 
lished record, though this, impierfect as it is, forms a basis of our expe- 
rience. Is this multitude of symptoms to be transmitted without change 
or improvement to posterity? Having received almost from Hahnemann's 
own hand the best materia medica that has ever been given to the world, 
though necessarily imperfect and incomplete, are we to deliver it to suc- 
ceeding generations without alteration or amendment? Obviously im- 
provements can and ought to be made. Let us, as homodopathists, con- 
sider well the most direct and speedy methods of accomplishing them. 

We believe a great improvement would be made could a combination of 
effort be secured upon one drug at a time. 

The proving of a drug by a single person is insufficient to establish its 
character. In order to ascertain its true therapeutic powers the observa- 
tions of many individuals must be compared. Only when the results are 
contrasted, verified, and reduced to a system, can its worth and power as a 
remedy be determined or affirmed. Provings only become valuable by con- 
firmation; hence the necessity of repeating them many times, and in every 
variety of condition and circumstance, in order finally to separate the 
essential from the accidental symptoms. On this point we quote a few 
sentences from an address delivered at the late meeting of the New York 
State Homoeopathic Medical Society, by Dr. W. H. Watson, of Utica: 

" If Hahnemann had done nothing else he would be entitled to the last- 
ing gratitude of mankind, for his snggestions in regard to acquiring a 
knowledge of the medicinal powers of drugs, by proving them on the 
healthy subject. This is, par excellence^ the glorious mission of the homoeo- 
pathic physician. While our allopathic brethren, under the guidance of 
Rokitansky and his colleagues, are rendering great service to the world 
by elucidating the effects of disease upon the system, through their re- 
searches in the domain of pathology; to us belongs the greater Iiouor of 
discovering and accurately applying those remedies which will relieve the 
diseased conditions brought to light by the knife of the pathologist. It is 
only by large numbers of persons that reliable provings of drugs can be 
carried on. The constant symptoms obtained by hundreds of individuals 
from the administration of the same drug, must necessarily be its charac- 
teristic symptoms, whereas many of the symptoms obtained by a sing-le 
prover might be purely imaginary, or the result of some accidental cause, 
and have no relation of cause and effect to, the drug which had been ad- 
minstercd. There is obviously no standard by which to correct errors 
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from this scarce; but when an hundred persons in good health are affected 
in a certain manner after taking a particular drug, the conclusion is irre- 
sistable, that the symptoms thus produced are the effects of the drug which 
had been administered/' 

Hahnemann informs u»^ that " it is only by repeated observations made 
upon a great number of individuals of both sexes, properly selected for the 
purpose from among a variety of constitutions, that we can acquire a 
pretty accurate knowledge of the whole of the morbid effects that a medi- 
cine is capable of producing." 

These are the words of the founder of our system. Are we at the present 
time carrying out his instructions? Are the provings of our day performed 
by '* a great number of individuals f" Are there five hundred, or one hun- 
dred, or even fifty persons, engaged at th^ present time upon any one par- 
ticular drug? There are upwards of three thousand homoeopathic physicians 
on this continent. How many of this vast number have, during the past 
year, made a careful proving of any drug upon themselves? We venture 
to say, not one hundred, perhaps not fifty. If the latter number, no one 
will deem us guilty of disparagement, when we affirm that the self-sacrific- 
ing labors of these fifty persons have availed little towards accomplishing 
the great work which devolves upon us as homoeopathists. Very little real 
progress has been made, because the inceptive labor of commencing a 
large number of drugs has been performed, while a small part only has 
been completed. If these fifty persons have been engaged in developing 
the pathogenesis of as many different drugs, a long time will necessarily 
elapse before the results of their labors can be made available in practice, 
whereas if they had united their labors upon one of those remedies, it 
would in comparatively a short period of time have been completed, real 
progress would have been made, and the remedy have become immediately 
and permanently useful. 

The plan we propose is, therefore, to establish some method of co-opera- 
tion that will unite the labors of all the provers on this continent, for a 
definite time, upon one drug. Let all who aVe willing to engage in this 
truly profitable and enduring labor prove one drug at the aame time. Let 
trials of one drug only be made during the remaining months of this year; 
and if at the close of the year, the provings are still incomplete, let it be 
continued for a longer period, until in the judgment of those appointed to 
superintend this movement, the drug shall have been fairly tested; then, 
and not till then, let another be selected. Tbqs uniformity and concert of 
action, and thorough and speedy discovery of the therapeutic powers of 
drugs will be attained, and that which now requires eight or ten years to 
perform, will be accomplished just as well in one or two. 

In conclusion, the committee would simply allude to the peculiar adap- 
tation of this continent to labors of this kind. It is inhabited by one race, 
speaking the same lang^^age, having every facility for frequent and rapid 
communication, and presenting every variety of locality, climate, tempera- 
ture, and hygrometric conditions of the atmosphere. 

And further, that the American Institute of Homcsopathy, in being 
national in extent and infiuence, is eminently fitted to give direction, uni- 
formity and efficiency to this most important work. 



144 BBOOMB COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



BROOME COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

25. List of Officers, Delegates and Members, 1864-65. 

26. Allopathy versus Homoeopathy in Broome County. Proceedings of a Special 

Meeting of the Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society. By T. L. Bbowm, 
M. D., of Binghamton. 

27. Comparative Mortality Statistics, showing the success of the Homoeopathic System 

of Practice. By T. L. Bbowk, M. D., of Binghamton. 

ARTICLE XXV. 

List of Officers, Delegates and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED OCTOBER 18, 1864. 

Dr. Stephen D. Hand, Binghamton, President. 
H. C. Champlin, Owego, Vice-President. 
Titus L. Brown, Binghamton, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Ira W. Pcabody, Binghamton, Broome county. 
Titus L. Brown, do do 

William C. Doane^ do do 

J. D, Vail, Montrose, Pennsylvania. 

DBLEOATE TO THE STATE HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIBTT. 

Dr. Titns L. Brown. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. William 0. Doane, Washington, D. C. 
H. C. Champlin, do do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Stephen D. Hand Binghamton, Broome County. 

Titus L. Brown« do do do 

Ira W. Peabody do do do 

Henry S. Sloan do do do 

George F. Hand do do do 

Theodore P. Knapp Union, do do 

E.B.Nash Triangle, do do 

Stoddard Pratt Centre Lisle, do do 

J. D. Vail Montrose, Pennsylvania. 

The annual meeting is held on the third Tuesday of October ; the semi- 
annual on the third Tuesday of June. 



ARTICLE XXVI. 

Allopathy versus Homoeopathy in Broome Counbr. By T. L. Brown, M. D., of 

Binghamton, N. x 

The homcBopathic system of practice, within the past fifteen years has 

been adopted by a large proportion of the intelligent and wealthy classes 
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in this community. The steady growth and increasing influence of this 
reform in medicine, evidently has occasioned considerable alarm on the 
part of the allopathic " regulars" in this county. They doubtless feel the 
necessity for putting forth greater efforts to strengthen their cause, and in 
a measure at least check the progress of the homoDopathic school. 

The following report of the proceedings of the Broome County Allopathic 
Medical Society, recently held in this village, indicates the presence of a 
disease called " veriphobia medicoruvV' (fear of medical truth). 

A Oay and indiscreet member of the Society here presents, doubtless for 
the benefit of his self-styled " regular" brethren, in the form of a series of 
resolutions, a graphic and tmthful description of this prevalent malady. 

Proceedings of the Broome County Allopathic Medical Society. 

The annual meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. Griswold, 
on the 11th instant, at 1 p. m., and was called to order by the Vice Presi- 
dent, Dr. William Bassett. 

Drs. Griswold, Crafts and Brooks were appointed committee on cre- 
/ dentials. They reported the names of Dr. S. H. French, 2d, of Lisle, Drs. 
Carlton R. Heaton, of Maine, Dr. Grep:or3' Doyle, of Binghamton, and Dr. 
Samuel B. Poster, of Vestal, as eligible for membership. 

They were, by a vote of the Society, elected members. 

The treasurer's report was offered by Dr. J. G. Orton, and on motion 
approved by the Society. 

Dr. Orton presented a patient suffering under chronic hydrocephalus; 
the case was examined by the members and discussed in consultation. 

The election of officers being next in order, resulted as follows: 

President — Dr. William Bassett. 

Vice Presiident — Dr. S. H. Fiench. 

Secretary — Dr. John Guy Orton. 

Treasurer— J)r, E. G. Crafts. 

Censors— Drs, J. G. Orton, S. G. Crafts, Wm. Bassett, P. B. Brooks and 
W. S. Griswold. 

Delegate to Staie Medical Society— Dr. W. S. Griswold. Substitute— Dr. 
E. G. Crafts. 

Delegates to the American Medical Association — Drs. C. R. Heaton and 
Wm. Bassett 

EVENING SESSION. 

T o'clock. 

Dr. P. B. Brooks presented a paper on strumous diseases of the alimen- 
tary canal, the symptoms and pathological indications. 

Dr. E. J. Ford, U. S. A., was elected President pro tem.^ and gave the 
Society some interesting facts connected with the treatment of diseases 
peculiar to hospital practice in Nashville, Tennessee. 

The case presented by Dr. Orton was taken up and discussed by all of 
the members present 

The following preamble and resolutions were unanimously adopted. 

Whereas^ by enactments of the Legislature of this State, the county 
medical societies, as auxiliary to tiie State Society, are made tlie legal 

[Assem. No. 161.1 10 
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represcntativeB and fc^ardians of the iDteresta of the regular medical pro- 
fession of their localities; therefore, 

Resolvedf That it is the duty of every reprnlar practitioner of medicine 
and surgery in this county (as distinguished from the various ftillowers of 
quackery as homoeopathy, hydropathy, eclecticism, &c.,) to become a mem- 
ber of this Society and to participate in its proceedings. 

Besolvedf That notice is hereby given that every regular practitioner of 
medicine and surgery in this county, must present himself or forward his 
credentials to the secretary during the next semi-annual meeting to be held 
in this place on the 8th day of November, 1865, and in fault of fulGUiog 
this obligation, shall forfeit all claims to professional recognition. 

Resolved, That a correct list of members of this Society shall be pnb- 
Hshed in connection with the proceedings of its meetings. 

Adjourned. JOHN GAY ORTON, 8ecretarf 

A few days after the above proceedings were published in the Bingham- 
ton Daily Republican, the following suggestion to the farmers of Broome 
county appeared in the same paper. 



A Suggestion to the Farmers or Broome Couimr. 

It is thought best by a few of the regular farmers who are opposed to 
the improvements in farming implements and the better methods of culti- 
vating the soil, that at their next annual meeting they adopt the following 
preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas, By enactment of the Legislature of this State, the county fa^ 
mers' societies as auxiliary to the State Society, are made the legal repre- 
Bcntatives and guardians of the rt^gular farming interests of their lorali- 
ties; therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the duty of every regular fanner (as distinguished 
from the various followers of new improvements in farming, and who dare 
to use a new mowing machine,. &c.,) to become a member of our Society, 
and do all he can to prevent reforms in agriculture so detrimental to oar 
interests. 

Resolved^ That notice is hereby given that every regular farmer in the 
county must present himself or forward his opinions of said injurious in 
provement to the Secretary, before the next meeting, and in default of ful- 
filling this obligati<m shall forfeit all claims to a thorough knowledge of 
farming, or be recognized by us as having authority to decide agricultural 
questions. 

Resolved, That unless the above resolutions are adopted by the Society, 
we fear our produce will not sell, and our old plows or scythes cannot be 
used with as much dignity and effect as formerly. Even now, we verj 
unwillingly acknowledge that the good people have as greatly fallen into 
quackery in farming as in medicine. We have long felt that something 
should be done to arrest such reforms. 

Resolved, That we believe by shutting our eyes and ears and refusing to 
recognize such farming quacks, the public will be induced to leave theui 
and sustain us in the legal use of our old implements. 

By order of the Secretary. GAT JOHN. 



Hom<xopathig Medical Society of Broome Countt. 
A special meeting of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Broome County 
was held at the office of Dr I. W. Peabody, in Bingham ton, Jan. S4, 1865. 
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The meeting^ was called to order at 3 o'clock p. m. by the President of the 
Society, Dr. S. D. Hand. 

Oil motion, the following physicians were elected members of the Society: 
Dr. H. S. Sloan, Dr. George F. Hand and Dr. E. B. Nash. 

The following resolutions were thon read and adopted: 

Wherea.% At a recent meeting of the Broome County Allopathic Medi- 
cal Society, the following preamble and resolution were adopted: 

^'Whereas, By enactments of the Legislature of tRis State the county 
medical societies, as auxiliary to the State Society, are made the legal rep- 
resentatives and guardians of the interests of the regular medical profes- 
sion of their localities. 

"Resoloedf That it is the duty of every regular practititioner of medicine 
and surgery (as distinguished from the various followers of quackery, as 
homoeopathy, &c)." 

WhereaSf The authors of the foregoing preamble and resolution unjustly 
claim the exclusive right to the exercise of certain prerogatives, and evi- 
dently designed to place the relative legal standing of the two rival schools 
of medicine in a false and improper light, thus publicly exhibiting the 
intolerance and illiberality of that class styling themselves "regular prac- 
titioners '' by their unprofessional and discourteous hostility to the adherents 
of the homoeopathic school; and 

Whereas, The evidence that this spirit pervades the whole school is 
abundantly exhibited: 

1st. By refusing to fraternize with reputable homoeopathic practHioners, 
while the standing of both schools is based upon an entire legal equality, 

2d. By a willful suppression and misrepresentation of facts which clearly 
show the superiority of homoeopathic treatment in public as well as in pri- 
vate practice. 

3J. By a most glaring, unjustifiable and illegal assumption of power in 
excluding their regular professional brethren of the homoeopathic school . 
from positions of trust in the public charities, and in the medical depart- 
ment of the army; therefore 

Besoloed, That the allopathic school, while guilty of a gross injustice to 
a large, respectable and increasingly influential pijrtion of the regular medi- 
cal profession, solely on account of a difference of opinion respecting the 
theory and practice of medicine, cannot expect to retain the undiminished* 
confidence of an impartial and discriminating public. 

Reeoloedf That as homoeopathic physicians wo will endeavor to maintain 
the honor and dignity of the legally recognized regular medical profession, 
believing it to be the duty of all its members to discourage internecine 
strife and jealousies, and to mutually labor to increase the common store 
of knowledge in all the departments of medical science. 

RsHolmd, That while intending ever to maintain a dignified and courteous 
bearing toward our allopathic opponents; and while designing to avoid the 
assumption of a vindictive or censorious attitude toward them, the con- 
tinued evidence of their secret and open hostility clearly indicates to us the 
greatly increased importance of union of purpose and concerted action in 
reference to all honorable measures, having for their object the prosperity 
of the homoe )pathic school, and the diffusion of the fundamental truths in 
medicine, which it represents. 

Resolued, That we hereby pledge ourselves to do all in our power to 
secure an equitable proportion of the public appointments now withheld by 
the legal assumption of arbitrary power on the part of the so-called " regu- 
lar practitioners" of the old school. 

Resoloed, That inasmuch as homoeopathy differs from allopathy solely in 
the quantity of the dose, and in a more scientific application of remedial 
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agents, in accordance >¥ith natural laws; and as the claims of the former 
to superiority in the treatment of all forms of curable diseases are well 
established in hospital and dispensary, as well as private practice, there- 
fore the present position of our opponents not only reflects discredit upon 
themselves, but will ultimately prove advantageous to the cause ihey evi- 
dently desire to weaken, and the class of the regular profession whose iafla- 
ence they fear and whose prosperity they wish to arrest. 

Besolved, That the frequent conversion of the self-styled "regular" 
practitioners from allopathy to homoeopathy, while the converse rarely 
occurs, and, the fact that no homoeopathic physician has been known to 
renounce the practice of his profession in disgust because he was " tired 
of guessing," are clearly traceable to a prevalent feeling of distrust of the 
remedial agents employed by the allopathic school, and, also, afford strong 
presumptive evidence in support of the claims of the homceopathic school, 
to a superior scientific status. 

liesolved, That the extreme sensitiveness of the allopathic fraternity to 
the encroachments of their h()moB«»pathic rivals, and the large and con- 
stantly increasing practice which the latter usually enjoy, alike testify to 
the superiority of the homoeopathic system, and its appreciation and adop- 
tion by the most intelligent class in every coiumunity in which it is faith- 
fully represented. 

WhereaSy County medical societies, as auxiliary to the State Medical 
Society, are designed to promote the advancement of medical science; 
and for (his purpose only by enactments of the Legislature, are made the 
representatives and guardians of the interests of the medical profession in 
their respective localities; and, 

Whereas, The number and influence of county medical societies indicate 
in a measure the extent and progress of the homoeopathic school iu this 
State; and, 

Whereas, The usefulness of the State Homoeopathic Medical Society 
depends upon, and is augmented in proportion to, the number of delegates 
from these associations; therefore. 

Resolved, That the organization of county homceopathic medical societied, 
wherever practicable, in all the counties in this State, is extremely desira- 
ble, and should engage the immediate attention of the regular homoeopathic 
medical profession in all the counties in which societies have not been 
organized. 

The Society then adjourned to meet on the third Tuesday in June, 1865. 

T. L. BROWN, Secretmry. 

The next day after the above proceedings were published in the Daily 
Republican, the following note to the editor appeared: 

*'Mr. Editor — ^The proceedings of the "Homoeopathic Medical Society of 
Broome County," as published in your paper of yesterday, have come under 
my notice. I am sorry that I cannot entirely approve of them. The matter 
is perhaps sufiiciently diluted, but the dose is altogether too large — in fact 
it is quite ''allopathic" in its quantity. One ''whereas^' given one month, 
alternating with a "resolution" the next, would be more in accordance 
with my system. I regret to see the great law of Nature, which I have 
laid down, departed from. 

"Hahnemant^.* 

Then in answer appeared the following: 

"Mr. EnrroR — Your allopathic "Hahnemann," of yesterday, who has 
been using homoeopathic remedies in diphtheria so successfully during the 
last four years, is a little diaturbed by a large dose. He should not so 
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soon forget that large allopathic doses kill, and small homoeopathic ones 
core. 

"The assumed Digniiy oi October seems to flutter with the old argu- 
meiit ridicule when it meets the convincing medical truth of Jannary. 

** Physician." 



ARTICLE XXVII. 

Camparatke Mortality Statistics, showing the Success of the UoinQeopathic System of 
Practice. By T. L. Brown, M. D., of Binghamton. 

Having noticed an article published in the Transactions of the Allopathic 
State Medical Society for 1864, page 261, in which a statement is made 
well calculated to produce an erroneous impression ni^spectiog the succes0 
of the homosopathic system of practice, I concluded to ascertain all tbe 
facta within reach for the purpose of presenting as fall and reliable a state- 
ment as it is practicable to obtain ; also to throw at leaet one ray of Hgbt 
upon an interesting and important subject 

In Broome county there are three persons engaged in the busin^aa o/[ 
undertaking. One of the thrae persons, Mr. Joseph S. Frear, recorded 
during the years 1862, 63 and 64, tbe cause of death and the method of 
treatment employed in each case that came under hie observation in eoD- 
nection with his regular business. 

I have selected from his record the following c^seK as best illuatrating 
the success and superiority of homoeopathic treatment in a few of thesevereat 
forms of disease which have prevailed in this locality. 

DURING THB YEAR 1862. 

Per cent. 

Diphtheria. Number of deaths undpr allopathic treatment. . • 30 81.2 
do do do homoeopathic do •••• 7 18.8 

DURING THE TEAR 1863. 

do Number of deaths under allopathic tieatment. ... 44 18.5 
do do do homoeopathic do .... 12 21.4 

DURING THE YEAR 1864. 

do Number of deaths under allopathic treatment. ... 10 90.9 
do do do homoeopathic do ... . 1 09.1 

TOTAL DURING 1862, 63 AND 64. 

do Number of deaths under allopathic treatment. ... 84 83.6 
io do do homoeopathic do •••• 20 16.4 

DURING 1K62, 63 AND 64. 

Pneumonia, Number of deaths under allopathic treatment. . 22 91.6 

do do do , homoeopathic do . . 2 O^A 

Dysentery, Number of deaths under allopathic treatment ... 32 78.0 

do do do homoeopathic do ... 9 22.0 

Croup, Number of deaths under allopathic treatment • 11 78.5 

do do do homoeopathic do 3 21.5 
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fef eMf 

Total number of deaths from all diseases 670 

do under allopathic treatment 496 74.0 

do under homoeopathic do 106 15.8 

do without medical do • 68 10.2 

This testimony would prove far more important and conclusiTC had the 
statement embraced the whole number of cases under treatment by the 
practitioners of both methods of practice. When we remember, however, 
that a very large proportion if not a decided majority of the whale number 
of cases of disease occurring in this locality are treated homcBopathically, it 
is fair to conclude that these data indicate in a measure the success and 
superiority of the homceopathic practice. Assuming that the whole num- 
ber of cases under treatment were equally divided between the adherents 
of the two rival schools, this fragmentary record indicates a comparative 
rate of mortality as follows : Under homoeopathic treatment aboot sixteen 
per cent, and under allopathic treatment 8eventt//bur per cent. 

It is alleged by the patrons of homoeopathy that their system of practice 
diminishes the mortality of all curable diseases twenty to thirty per cent, 
and we believe this statement will be sustained by further observation 
whenever and wherever faiUifuUy tested. Should the results of observa- 
tion strengthen and confirm this statement, or if it shall be discovered that 
five or even two per cent of life can be saved by any one method of treat- 
ment over every other, the f<«ct Rhould be well established by abundant 
and incontrovertible statistical evidence. 
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SOCIETY. 

Article 28. List of Officers, Delej^ates, Committees and Members, 1864-66. 
29. Report of the Cayuga County HomoBopathic Medical Society, 
comprising 

A. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting, held June 22, 1864. 

B. Procecdinp:8 of aQuarterly Meeting, held September 13, 1864. 
C Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, held June 13, 1865. 

By the Secretary, C. W. Boyce, M. D., of Auburn. 

80. Introduction and Progress of HomoBopathy in Cayuga County. 

By H. Robinson, Sen., M. D», of Auburn.* 

81. Enlargement of the Materia Medica. A Report by H. Barton 

Fellows, M. D., of Sennett> 

82. Report on Materia Medica. Proving of Lachesis. By H. Barton 

•Fellows, M. D., of Sennett.* 

83. Report on Materia Medica. Poisoning by Phosphorus. By B. 

R. Heath, M. D.. of Palmyra.* 

84. Report on Clinical Mediciue. Case of Pterygium crassum. By 

Carroll Dunham, M. D., of New York.* 
36. Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases of Uterine Catarrh. By C. 
W. Boyce, M. D., of Auburn.* 

86. Report on Clinical Medicine. Catarrh. By C. W. Boyce, M. D., 

of Auburn.* 

87. Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases from Practice. ByA. Judson 

Brewster, M. D., of Cato. 

88. .Report on Clinical Mediciue. Cases from Practice. By C. E. 

Swift, M. D., of Auburn. 

89. Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Anasarca. By H. Robin- 

son, Sen., of Auburn.* 

40. Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Phlebitis. y H. Robin- 

son, Jr., of Auburn.* 

41. Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Chronic Epididymitis. By 

Henry D. Paine, M. D., of New York. 

ARTICLE XXVIII. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JUNE 22, 1864. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Sen., Auburn, President. 
A. J. Brewster, Cato, Vice-President. 
C. William Boyce, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. C. E. Swift, of Auburn, Cayuga county. 
H. Robinson, Jr., do do 

D, 0. K. Strong, Owasco, do 
Wm. R. Gorton, Skaneateles, Onondaga county. 

• American Homceopathlo Review. 
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DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Sen., Dr. A. J. Brewster 

ALTERNATES. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Dr. H. Barton Fellows. 

J^kgalts to the Onondaga County HtymmopathiQ Medical Sodety, . 

Dr. H. R^ binson, Sen., Dr. 0; E. Swift, Dr. E. P. K. Smith. 

Delegates to the Oneida County Homoeopathic Medical Society, 

Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Dr. W. M. Gwynn, Dr. A. J. Brewster. 

Delegates to the Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. Wm. M. Gwynn, Dr. H. Barton Fellows, Dr. A. J. Brewster. 

COMMITTEES. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Sen., Theory and Practice. 
H. Robinson, Jr., Special Pathology. 
H. Barton Fellows, Materia Medica. 
William R. Gorton, Surgery. 
C. W. Boyce, Obstetrics- 
W, M. Gwynn, Diseases Peculiar to Women, 
A J. Brewster, Diseases of Children. 

C. £. Swift, Prevailing Epidemics. 

D. 0. K. Strong, E. P. K. Smith, P. H. Peterson, Clinical Medicine. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JUNE 13, 1865. 

Dr. C. £. Swift, Aobnrn, President. 

H Barton Fellows, Sennett, Vice-President. 

C. Wm. Boyce, Auburn, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. C. William Boyce,. Auburn, Qaynga coanty. 
H. Robinson, Jr., do do 

A. J. Brewster, Cato, do 

D. 0. K. Strong, Owasco, do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE BOMCEOPATBIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. C. E. Swift, Dr. B. P. K. Smith. 

Delegates to the Onandvga County Homoeopaihic Medical Society. 

Dr. H. Robipsou, Jr., Dr. A. J. Brewster, Dr. E. P, K. Smith. 

Delegates to the Oneida County Homoeopaihic Medical Society, 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, Dr. H. Barton Fellows, Dr. 0. E. Swift. 

Delegates to the Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Dr. P. H. Peterson, Dr. Wm. M. Gwynn. 

COMMITTEES. 

Dr. n. Robinson, Sen., Theory and Practice. 
H. Robinson, Jr., Special Pathology. 
H. Barton Fellows, Materia Medica. 
C. E. Swift, Surgery. 
E. P. K. Smith, Obstetrics. 
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Dr. A. J. Brewster, Diseases Peculiar to Women. 
Wm. M. Gwynn, DiseafHSS of Children. 
P. H. Peterson, Epidemics. 
D. 0. K. Strong, Intermittent Fever. 
W. R. Gorton, Diphtheria. 
C. W. Boyce, Diseases of the Respiratory Organs. 

BONORART IfEMBERS. 

Dr. Carroll Dnnham New York. 

Henry M. Smith do 

Lyman Clary Syracuse. 

A. R. Morgan do 

H. M. Paine , Albany. 

Bennard Fincke Brooklyn. 

T. N. Calkins * , Auburn. 

E. R. Heath Palmyra. 

H. H. Heath Seneca Falls. 

L. B. Wells Utica. 

Hon. T. M. Pomeroy Auburn. 

Hon. W. P. Robinson do 

Rev. D. K. Lee New York. 

MEMBBRS. 

Dr. H. Robinson • Auburn Cayuga county. 

H. Robinson, Jr do do 

C. W. Boyce.' do do 

C. E. Swift do do 

E. P. K. Smith do do 

D. 0. K. Strong..' Owasco do 

A. J. Brewster Cato do 

P.H.Peterson Union Springs do • 

H. Button Fellows Sennett do 

Wm. M. Gwynn Throopsville do 

Wm. R. Gorton •...•. Skaneateles Onondaga co. 

The annual meeting for tlie election of officers is held on the second 
Tuesday of June. Quarterly meetings on the second Tuesday of Septem' 
ber, December, March, and June. 



ARTICLE XXIX. 

Beport of the Cayuga County IIom<Bopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeiinp, held June 22, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of a Quarterly Meetin;^, held September 13, 1864. 

C. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, held June 13, 1865. 
By the Secretary, 0. Wiixiam Botox, M. D., of Aubonu 

A. 

Proceedings o? the Fifth Annual MbUmno* 
The Sociely held it's fifth annual session at the Univerealist Church, in 
tbQ city of Auburn, Juae 32d, 1864. 
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On calling the roll, the following gentlemen answered to their names: 
Dr. II. Robinson, Auburn. Dr. H. Robinson, jr., Auborn. 

E. C. Swift, Auburn. E. P. K. Smith, Auburn. 

P. H. Peterson, Union Springs. H. B. Fellows, Sennett. 

D. 0. K. Strong, Owasco. Wm. M. Gwynh, Throopsville. 

A. J. Brewster, Cato. C. W. Boyce, Auburn. 

HONOIURT MEMBERS. 

Dr. E. R. Heath. Palmyra. Dr. H. H. Heath. 

Carrol Dunham, New York city. 

The following gentlemen were also present, and invited to take part in 
the exercises: 

Dr. A. R. Morgan, Syracuse. Dr. H. M. Paine, Clinton. 

Dr. H. M. Smith, New York city. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

The election of officers being declared in order, the following appoint 
menta were made: 

Dr. H. Robinson, President. 

A. J. Brewster, Vice-President. 

C. W. Boyce, Secretary and Treasurer. 

Dr. Robinson, jr., was elected Censor in place of Dr. Robinson, who i 

resigned. ! 

A committee was appointed to conduct the new president to the chair, ♦ 

who, in fulfilling this duty, made a neat and pleasant speech, which called 
out from the president a congratulatory address on his taking the chair. 

Reports of special committees being in order. Dr. Boyce read his closing 
report on catarrh, which elicited a lengthened discussion from the mem- i 

bers and others present. 

Dr. Robinson read s paper on Kali hydrioticum in throat diseases. 

The Rev. D. K. Lee, who had been invited to sit with the Society and 
deliver an address in the evening, was now introduced by the president. 

Major J. M. Austin, being present, spoke on the want of homoeopathic 
physicians in the array. 

Major Austin stated that for many months past he has had almost con* 
stant opportunity to learn the wants of the soldier, especially in the army 
of the Potomac. He cheerfully communicated his testimony to the great 
desirableness of a different system of practice, especially in the hospital 
treatment. He believed the treatment of recent wounds received on the 1 

battle-field was often highly improper. While he had no disposition to I 

speak disparagingly of the allopathic system of practice, which, when 
faithfully followed, was injurious, he would strongly recommend that con- 
tinued efforts be made to secure the introduction of a better method. He 
suggested the importance of frequently and uninterruptedly petitioning 
Congress to grant a law that will allow each regiment to select its own 
surgeon. Perfect freedom ought to obtain in this respect as well as in the 
selection of a chaplain. 

Remarks, substantially the same, were made by Kev. Mr. Lee, Dr. H. H. 
Heath, and Dr. H. Robinson, each relating briefly his own personal ejcpe- 
rience while acting as agents of the sanitary commission. 
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The Society having resumed its order of business, Dr. Swift related 
several cases of disease in children, Ruccessfiilly treated by him. 

Dr. H. M. Smith reported progress in tiie eiTort now being made to estab- 
lish a publishing aid society. 

Dr. Dunham read a paper on " Pterygium crassum.^ 
Dr. E. R. Heath read a paper on '* Calendula in Erysipelas/' 
Dr. H. H. Heath reported a case of serious induration of the upper lip, 
cured bj' sepia 900. 

Dr. Robinson read a communication from Dr. Fincke, of Brooklyn, on 
" New Terms Relative to Homosopathic Xomenclatare," which was referred 
to a committee consisting of Drs. Boj'ce, Swift and Robinson. 

EVENING SESSION. 

The Society reassembled at 7 o'clock p. m. 

Dr. Morgan read a paper on " Skin Diseases." 

The appointed hour having arrived, Rev. D. H. Lee delivered an able and 
interesting address, showing the view taken by outsiders of our system 
and practice. 

Dr. Clary reviewed some points of Mr. Lee's address. 

Dr. Dunham delivered an address which was all his many admirers could 
desire. 

Mr. Lee and Dr. Dunham were requested to write out their addresses fur 
preservation in the archives of the Society. 

Dr. Robinson read a historical sketch on the rise and progress of homoBO- 
pathy in Cayuga county, which was requested for publication. 

The following gentlemen were elected honorary members : 

Rev. D. K. Lee, Auburn. Dr. A. R. Morgan, Syracuse. 

Hon. T. M. Pomeroy, Detroit, Mich. L. Clary, Syracuse. 

Hon. W. P. Robinson, Auburn. H. M. Paine, Albany. 

Dr. H. M. Smith, New York city. 

Votes of thanks were tendered to Rev. D. K. Lee, for his excellent 
address; to the Universalist Society, for the use of their church ; to Hon. 
T. M. Pomeroy, for valuable public documents; to Hon. W. P. Rubinsonfor 
services rendered, and to Dr. Robinson, for his hospitality. 

Communications were read from 

Dr. H. D. Paine, of Albany, a report of a clinical case. 

Dr. A. D. Lippe, of Philadelphia, a report of clinical cases. 

Drs. Wells, Fincke'and Richaidson, of Brooklyn. 

Dr. Sweeting, of South Butler, a telegram. 

Dr. Dunham, read, by request, a paper on "Spasm of the Larynx." 

On motion, a committee was appointed to act in connection with the 
Massachusetts Homoeopathic Medical Society in regard to the introduction 
of homoeopathy into the army of the United States. 

The following gentlemen were appointed : 

Delegates to the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, 

Dr. H. Robinson, Dr. E. C. Swift, Dr. E. P. H. Smith. 

Dekgales to the Oneida Couniu Homoeopathic Medical Society, 

Dr. H. Robinson, Jr., Dr. W. M. Gwynn, Dr. A. J. Brewster. 
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Delegates to the Wayne County Homceopalhic Medical Society. 

Dr, H. B. Fellowg, Dr. W. M Gwynn, Dr. A. J. Brewster. 

On motit>n, committees for tlie 3*ear were appointed, after which th« 
Society adjourned at 11 o'clock, p. m., to meet on the second Tuesday d 
September, 1864. ' 

B. 

Proceemsgs of the Qcartrrly Meetixo. 

The quarterly meeting <»f this Society was held at the office of Drs. Rob* 
inson and Boyce, in the city (»f Auburn, S(*|>tembir 13, 18C4. 

On calling the i^ull, the followinj^ members were found to be present: 
Dr. H. Robinson, of Auburn. Dr. 11. Kttbinscm, jr., of Auburn. 
C. \V. Boyce, do H. B. Fellows, of Sennett. 

W. M. Gwynn, Throopsville. P. E. Peterson, Union Springs. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The printing committee reported they had money to pay for the publica- 
tion of the by-laws and reports, but as there is a prospect that paper will 
soon be cheaper, they thought best to report progress and ask for further | 
time, which was granted. 

Dr. Robinson. For the committee on the theory and practice of medi- 
cine, gave a synopsis of a paper on ''Dysentery,^' which he had been unable 
to complete in time for this meeting. 

Dr. Robinson, jr., reported on '• Special Therapeutics." 

Dr. Fellows read a paper on "Materia Medica,*' also a proving of Phyto- 
lacca decandra, showing its effects upon the system and especially the 
throat ; also a proving of lachesi.s. 

A valuable proving of phosphorus, by Dr. E. R. Heath, of Palmyra, was 
read. The symptoms indicate its utility in dysentery, with typhoid com- 
plications. 

On motion, Dr. Heath was requested to send a copy to the American 
Homoeopathic Review for publication. 

Dr. Boyce, from the committee on obstetrics, reported on the subject of 
induced ab<»rtion, giving statistics showing its terrible effects upon the 
nystem, b(»th physically and morally. 

Dr. Peterson, from the committee on voluntary communications, reported 
a case of rheumatic ophthalmia, cured by veratrum viridc and macrotinc. 

Dr. Robinson detailed a case of chr»lera morbus, .in which tume of the 
ordinary remedies afforded any relief, but which was promptly cured by the 
tincture of aconite. 

Dr Peterson read a paper on the ** Treatment of Catarrh." 

A paper from Dr. H. M. Smith, of New York, on the "Alternation of 
Remedies,-' was read, and on motion, Lc was requested to allow it to be 
published. 

Two papers from Dr. Lodge, of Detroit, were read, and on motion, he was 
request^'d to publish them in the Observer. 

A letter was read from Dr. Ct>lby, of Concord, N. H., giving his experi- 
ence with cold water in curing diseasOi and affirming his unbounded con- 
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'S^. fidence in its use. The Society expressed its thanks for the information, 
and also sympathy for Dr. Colby, who has worn himself out in the arduous 

/;^:r labors of his profession 

■flj^j On motion, the Society adjourned to the second Tuesday in December, 

1864. 

c. 

Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meetinq. 

The sixth annual meeting was held at the office of Robinson and Boyce, 
in Auburn, June 13, 1865. Present nearly all the members. 
^^^ Dr. Fellows reported on materia medica, and presented a proving of 

Phytolacca decandra. 

Dr. Boyce read a paper on "Headache," and gave the symptoms in com- 
parison of natrum mur., silicia, bryonia and nux vomica. 

Dr. Peterson detailed several cases which were cured by veratrum viride. 
The Doctor believes in the efficacy of new medicines. 

On motion. Dr. Peterson was requested to send his paper for publication. 
He consented, and will send it to the Homoeopathic Observer, published at 
Detroit. 

Dr. Swift reported on " Cutaneous Diseases." 

Dr. Fellows gave his experience with sulphur. 

Dr. Brewster reported on ''Diseases of Children," which, on motion of the 
society, he consented to send to the journals for publication. 

Dr. Bt)yce reported a case of purpurea hemorrhagica cured by phospho- 
rus 200, which was requested for publication. He had already sent a co^y 
of the case to the Homoeopathic Review of New York for that purpose. 

The resolutions of the Allopathic County Society, passed at a meeting 
held some months since, in which the practitioners of medicine who had 
dared to advance iu their science, were designated as having ** a single 
principle in medicine," a committee was appointed to take into considera- 
tion the matter, and if thought best to report thereon. 

Drs. Robinson, Jr., Peterson and Fellows were appointed the committee. 

The election of officers being in order. Dr. Swift was elected president, 
Dr. Fellows, vice president. Dr. Boyce, secretary and treasurer; Drs. Boyce, 
Brewster, Robinson, Jr., and Strong, censors; Drs. Swift and Smith, dele- 
gates to the State Society, with power to substitute. Delegates to the 
Onondaga County Society, Drs. Robinson, Jr., Brewstfer and Smith; to 
Oneida county, Drs. Boyce, Fellows and Swift; to thcL Wayne County 
Society, Robinson, Peterson and Gwynn, with power to substitute. 

The President appointed the usual medical committees. On motion, the 
Society adjourned to meet July 12, 1865, to complete the business before it^ 

July 12, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order. Present, Dr. A. R. Morgan, Dr. Bel- 
den, of Syracuse, and Dr. Adams, of the U. S. army. 

The Secretary read a paper from Dr. C. Dunham, of New York, in regard 
to a proposed sixth edition of the Organon, by Samuel Hahnemann, M. D., 
by A. Lutze, of Germany, with a protest signed by several German physi- 
cians against it, together with Dr. Dunham's remarks on the subject. 
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Dr. Peterson was appointed a committee to present a report at this ses- 
sion of the society. 

Dr. A. R. Morgan read a paper entitled ''A Glance at the Trials and 
Dangers which Beset as.'' The paper was. requested for publication. 

The subject for discussion being called up (Cerebro-spinal Meningitis), 
Dr. Robinson, Jr., related in detail a case of this disease, which he treated 
successfully with nux vomica 200; the principal characteristic of which was 
a bending back of the patient so that the head and heels nearly touched, 
and during the whole course of the disease the least touch was followed by 
agitation and tendency to spasms. 

Dr. Morgan stated that in an epidemic which was very fatal in the vicinity 
of Batavia, no cases died who took cicuta virosa. 

Dr. Boyce stated that in cases under his observation, crotalus had pro- 
duced a marked effect. 

Dr. Fellows had cured a case in which the lower jaw had dropped, the 
mouth had become very dry, and the child called constantly for the mother 
to lie dowfi with it. The cry was continued after the mother had lain 
down. Sulphur was the remedy used. 

Dr. Gwyun had a case in which belladonna had exerted a beneficial effect 
at first. 

Dr. Peterson had cured a case with veratrum viride. 

A general discussion followed, having reference to this disease and its 
relation to typhus fever. 

Dr. Peterson reported the following: 

Whereas^ Arthur Lutze, of Coethen, Germany, has undertaken to publish 
a sixth edition of Hahnemann's Organon, which contains some things not 
taught by Hahnemann, and omits other things which are contained in said 
Organon, and which are most important in defining the principles and true 
science of HcmoBopathy, therefore 

Eemloed, That we protest most emphatically against the least alteration 
of the text of the Organon of Samuel Hahnemann as left us by himself. 

The report was accepted and the resolution adopted. 
Dr. Robinson, Jr., from the committee on resolutions, referring to the 
Allopathic Society, reported the following: 

Whereas, The Legislature of the State of New York has recognized the 
claims of the homosopathic system of medicine, by conferring upon its 
practitioners the same privileges as to establishing colleges, organizing 
local medical societies, and all other privileges accorded to those of the old 
school practice, and 

Whereas, The Cayuga County Allopathic Medical Society, at its session, 
January 11, 1865, adopted and published a resolution containing the fol- 
lowing language: '* And furthermore, we agree to do all in our power to 
sustain the honor and integrity of the profvission, and to that end we con- 
sider a regular medical education and a continuance in the exercise of its 
principles and doctrines, the only basis of professional intercourse, and we 
will decline meeting in consultation with any practitioners whose practice 
is founded on a single principle of medicine, or with those whoso practice 
is wholly founded upon error," therefore 

Renolo^dy That we consider the regular medical education taught at 
homoeopathic colleges, which embraces all that is taught in the allopathic 
colleges, with the addition of the principles of homoeopathy, as possessing 
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a decided advantage over the restricted course of study pursued in the 
latter. 

Bsaolvedf That the Pharisaical detormination embodied in their resolu- 
tion, to meet none but members of their own school in consultation, is 
equalled only, as far as this society is concerned, by the fable of the fox 
and grapes, as t^e only member of that society whom we have called, is 
universally conceded to be beyond their comprehension in the attainments 
of his profession, and who strongly argued and alone voted against the 
adoption of the resolution. 

Resolved, That we concur with the more enlightened of the old school 
profession, in regarding the use of cordials and similar preparations usually 
denominated " quack medicines," as suited only to. those who are beyond 
the pale of civilized practice, and that in mercy to afflicted humanity we 
continue our strenuous opposition to their use. 

Besolved, That Lansing Briggs, M. D., of this city, whose skill is the 
result of study in thn best schools of Europe as well as America, for his 
dignified and manly professional courtesy in his intercourse with the mem- 
bers of this Society, and his rare accomplishments as a physician, and skill 
as a surgeon, and his urban'.ty as a gentleman, be elected an honorary 
member of this Society. 

In discussing these resolutions, Dr. Robinson, jr., remarked that it ill 
became a society to prate of a " continuance of regularity," one of whose 
chief officers is, and has been, a vender of '' quack medicines " for more 
than twenty years. 

The resolutions were adopted. 

There being no further business, the Society adjoarned to the second 
Tuesday of September, 1865. 0. W. BOYCE, Stst^y. 



ARTICLE XXX. 

Introduction and Progress of HomodopAthy in Cayuga County. By H. Robinson, sr., 

M. D., of Auburn. 

Thirty-eight years ago Dr. Gram from Germany, first introduced the 
system of homoeopathic treatment of diseases in this country, in tlie city 
of New York. For several years the new system made little progress and 
few converts; but gradually, and at that time, slowly advanced. After a 
few years labor of the indefatigable Gram, a few scientific members of the 
medical profession took courage to examine its claims upon the profession, 
and at once put the system upon the test of experimentation. In this man- 
ner, after the most rigid examination, homoeopathy triumphed, took deep 
root and made permanent hold upon the people, as well as upon tliuse who 
tried the experiment. 

Notwithstanding all the opposition of the old school and the limited works 
then published, homoeopathy spread rapidly, extending its practitioners 
to Philadelphia, to Boston and Albany. In 1840, Dr. Beigler, of Albany, 
removed to Rochester, N. Y. 

Dr. Robinson, formerly of Connecticut, but then in Yates county, New 
York, became acquainted with Dr. Beigler, and his exposition of the prin- 
ciples of homoeopathy induced Dr. R. to examine and test its claims 
upon the profession. During this investigation and experimentation. Dr. 
R. became converted to the new system and relinquished the old school in 
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which he was educated and had practised for fifteen years, and in May, 
1841, tuok up his residence in Auburn, Cayuga county, and commenced the 
practice of homceopathy. Dr. Robinson formed a partncrsliip with Dr. 
Humphrey, who was then physician to the hospital in the Auburn State 
prison, and as Dr. Humphrey was ignorant of Dr. Robinson's change of 
professional ''base," he did not hesitate to take a trip to New York and 
leave the professional business to the care of his partner. 

It might not, perhaps, be uninteresting to the members of this Society, 
if I should give in detail the first case treated homoeopathically in Aubura. 
The next day after Dr. R. arrived in Auburn, Dr. Humphrey invited him to 
visit a patient with him, the son of Mr. B., then one of the most influential 
and wealthy men of the place. The patient was a boy about ten years of 
age, who had been sick between seven and eight weeks of a fever, super- 
vening on measles. Drs. Pitney and Bigelow had seen him in consultation 
with Dr. H., all their prescriptions were unavailing in subduing the fever. 
The patient had no pain, a dry hot skin, a tickling cough, no expectora- 
tion, no soreness about the chest, bowels constipated, pulse about 120, 
small, wiry; constant thirst, no appetite, and very much emaciated. The 
second day after tiiis consultation, Dr. H. left for New York and Dr. K 
took charge of the patient. Fearing that he shouli be detected in some* 
thing that was not strictly orthodox, he stepped aside, dissolved a few 
globules of acouitum nap. in half a tumbler of water, and directed to give 
the patient a teaspoonfui every four hoars. In thirty-six hours, under the 
action of aconite, his fever was entirely reduced. Hepar sulpb. was given 
in the same manner, this also changed the character of his cough, so that 
Pulsatilla and chamomilla quieted the bronchial irritation; appetite im- 
proved, the bowels became normal, and iu eight days the patient was dis- 
missed cured. Upon Dr. R.'s last visit, he told Mr. B. that it would not 
be necessary to visit hini again. Mr. B. says to him, ** Well doctor as yon 
are a stranger in this place, this will be a great feather in your cap." 
Well. Mr. B., do you know what system I have practised iu order to pro- 
duce such rcsulte«? " Nol anything new?'' ** Yob, in this place; this ia 
homoeopathy." "Well, if h«»moDopathy will do that, I will go it," and he 
did; for the old school never had an introduction in his house after this. 

This case produced considerable excitement in the town, being so 
promptly cured after three of the most popular old school physicians had 
pronounced it a doubtful case. The success attending the homoeopathic 
treatment gave confidence, calls became more frequent and the people 
began to inquire about this new system. During Dr. Humphrey's absence 
to New York, Dr. R. took charge of the hospital in the prison. As all the 
prescriptions were recorded, most of them were allopathic; occasionally a 
case could be treated with a mild form of medicine and all with satisfac^ 
tory results. On Dr. Humphrey's return he resumed his business in the 
hospital. In the month of August, while Dr. Humphrey was in the hospi- 
tal, there were seven or eight cases of cholera morbus brought in, tlie 
doctor prescribed and left for his oflBce. He was soon sent for, the cases 
multiplied rapidly. Those for whom he had prescribed, first, had not im- 
proved but grew worse; Dr. H. sent a messenger for Dr. Robinson, and he, 
learning the trouble, took his case of medicine. He found eight cases (the 



HOMCEOPATHY IN CAYUGA COUKTY, 161 

first that were taken) in a critical condition, cold extremities, cadaverous 
countenance, pulse almost imperceptible, thin watery evacuations. By 
this time about forty cases were brought in and the number was increasing. 
Dr. R. took charge of the eight cases and gave Dr. H. medicines and direc- 
tions how to proceed with the others. The first eight under the action of 
arsenicum and veratrum soon improved, and at four o'clock p. m., there had 
been treated 136 cases, and at six o'clock, the time for locking up, all but 
eight went to their cells, and the next day all were out of the hospital and 
soon went to their work. This is on the Hospital Register of August, 
1841. It has been published in the Britisk Journal of Homceopathy to the 
credit of Dr. Humphrey, although he had nothing to do with choice of reme- 
dies in the cases. 

In July of 1841, Dr. Robinson was called to see a patient of Dr. McCarty 
and Dr. Clony, of Throopsville, a Mrs. H., who had been confined to her 
bed for a few months of an affection of the lungs. Dr. McCarty was pre- 
sent at this visit, and unlike the majority of old school physicians, was 
anxious to see the effect of homoeopathic remedies in her case, although lie 
said it would not be a fair test, as he considered her case incurable. 

After Dr. R. got through with his directions, he invited Dr. McCarty to 
visit the patient at his leisure and watch the progress of the case; he did 
80, and expressed his astonishment at the improvement, for it was clearly 
marked and permanent. In about six weeks from the commencement of 
the treatment, she was dismissed cured. The success of the treatment, 
in this case, convinced the candid mind of Dr. McCarty that horacBopathy 
was not a " humbug." He at once commenced the study and further exami- 
nation of the new science to him, which resulted in the complete conversion 
to homceopathy of which he soon became a successful practitioner. This 
was the first convert to homoeopathy after Dr. R. came to Auburn that 
occurred in this county. Dr. M., however, became a homoeopathic physician 
and the next year removed to Utica. The opposition of the old school was 
bitter and malignant, nothing that they conld invent was omitted, including 
misrepresentations and threatened prosecution. 

In order to try the law, Dr. Peterson, of Springport, a lawyer by profes- 
sion, imagining that he could do more good and serve humanity better by 
practising homoeopathy than he could by the practice of law, supplied 
himself with some books and medicine and commenced the examination 
and practice, visiting patients and taking fees for the same, without a 
diploma. They began with him, commenced a suit; his trial took place in 
Auburn before a jury of six men, and after a full and fair trial, the jury 
retired and, in about twenty minutes, they came in and reported a verdict 
of three-quarters of a cent to the plaintiff and donated their fees to the 
defendant. This ended their legal proceedings. 

In August, 1841, Dr. R. was called to Moravia to see a patient of Drs. 
Bennet and Cator. This was a case of tuberculous phthisis, and beyond 
the reach even of homoeopathic remedies. The treatment relieved her very 
much and made her much more comfortable, and for several weeks she 
improved so far as to take courage and hope. This improvement, and a 
conversation between Dr. Robinson and Dr. Cator, induced the latter to 
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put his wifo under Dr. R's. treatment, and, if successful, be pledged hint- 
self to study homceopathy and practise it. Mrs. Gator's case was a severe 
and aggravated case of gastrosis ; she bad taken all the drugs that her 
stomach would retain and more, for she vomited the most of the time. The 
principal remedies were bryonia and pulsatilla. She improved rapidly, and 
in three weeks Dr, Gator acknowledged himself convinced and commenced 
the study at once, as Mrs. Gator was restored to good health. This yras 
the second convert from the old school which occurred in this county. 
After the conversion of Dr. Gator, and his successful trials with the honao&o- 
pathic remedies, Dr. Bennet, his partner, thought it no disgrace for himself 
to venture the experiment. When he had given the subject a just exami- 
nation, be became convinced of the great truth of *'Slmilia Similibns 
Gurantur." 

In the fall of 1843 Dr. Gator left Moravia and located in Syracuse, where 
he introduced homoeopathy which soon got a permanent place, and has 
extended its benign influence over the county of Onondaga. Dr. Bennet^ 
wishing to extend his sphere of usefulness, removed to Kochestcr, N. T., 
where be resides at the present time. 

Dr. Smith, then a student in the office of Drs. Bennet and Gator, thus left 
by his preceptors, assumed the practice of homoeopathy, and remained in 
Moravia in the southern part of the county, until within the last two or 
three years, when he removed to this place where he still resides. 

In 1844-45, Dr. E. C. Witherill, of Cincinnati, and Dr. C. E. Swift, com- 
pleted their term of studentship and went forth in full confidence and with 
success. 

In 1846, Dr. George Allen, commenced his professional studies with Dr. 
R. Although in very feeble health, yet he passed through the course and 
located in Port Byron, where he secured the esteem of a large circle of 
acquaintances, but bis health soon failed him and he gave up the profea- 
sion, returning to his father's home where he soon paid the debt of nature. 
He died February 14th, 1850. While these new laborers were preparing 
and qualifying themselves for the important work of healing the sick and 
• relieving the distressed, without increasing their sufferings, bomosopathy 
was spreading its genial influence over the country and its neighbcring 
hills and plains. 

In the winter of 1847, Dr. C. W. Boyce came to Auburn and commenced 
the practice of homoeopathy. Thus in six years from the introduction of 
homoeopathy in Auburn were the following practitioners: Dr. McGarty, of 
Throopville, his ride extending through all the north part of the county; 
Dr. Peterson, of Spriugport, taking the west and south-we^st part of the 
county; Dr. Smith, of Moravia, the south; while Dr. Robinson and Dr. 
B )yce were practicing in Auburn and vicinity. Homceopathy in this place, 
like all other places, commenced in the most influential families, and has 
continued to spread its healing influences in that direction, until it has 
obtained a fast hold upon the intelligent and philosophical beyond the 
power of allopathy to shake it for a moment, and in defiance of all their 
misrepresentations and ridicule is like gold tried in the fui*nace, coming 
out brighter and brighter. 
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» In the spring of 1851, Dr. Robinson, jr., and Dr. H. Sheffield graduated 

! at the Western Homooopathic College, at Cleveland, Ohio; and, in 1852, 

i Dr. Barr received his diploma. Dr. Robinson, jr., commenced the practice 

k in Auburn, where ho has remained up to the present time. Dr. Sheffield 

I resides in Nashville, Tennessee, and Dr. Barr at Ludlowville, Tompkins 

i county, each enjoying the confidence of the people and in successful busi- 

I ness. About this time Dr. W. B. Gorton located at the village of Skanea- 

teles, Onondaga county, thus relieving the pressure of business in that 
direction. 
, Not only was the harvest ripening and the laborers increasing, but the 

resources of the medical student were improving. The literature of the 
i school was very limited, but few works, comparatively speaking, were 

then translated into the English language. New works, new translations, 
revision of Jahr's New Manual were published, new remedies were being 
proved, thus giving the student an opportunity of benefiting by the ad- 
vancement of the literature of our schools and the experience of our senior 
practitioners. 

In 1853 or 1854, Dr. Brewster located in the north part of the county. 
He soon acquired a good practice, and yet the call was for more homoeo- 
pathic practitioners. Notwithstanding the opposition of the old school, 
the scoffii and sneers of the adherents of the dilapidated system of the 
empirics, homoeopathy maintained its integrity and grew stronger by the 
opposition. Dr. Geo. He wet, about this time, removed to Genoa, in the south 
part of this county, where he is now, meeting with good success. 

The intercourse between the members of the profession throughout the 
county was of the most amicable and social character; each striving to 
assist the other, and advance the cause in which they had enlisted and 
which they cherish with so much satisfjaction. 

County societies were formed, auxiliary to the State Homoeopathic Society, 
.but these were all without legal authority and consequently did not elicit 
80 much enthusiasm and energy as could be expected or desired. 

In 1856, Dr. Strong, then in Sennett, commenced the investigation of 
Homoeopathy, and from a clear examination and experimentations he became 
satisfied of the merits of the new system and adopted it as his future prac- 
tice, afterwards removed to Owasco village, where he now resides blessed 
with an extensive ride and a sucoessful practice. 

In 1857, the Legislature enacted a law authorizing the formation of county 
homoeopathic medical societies, and in May, 1860, the Cayuga County Homoe- 
opathic Medical Society was established according to the requirements of 
the statute, and has been in successful operation ever since. 

Dr. Fellows, of Sennett, and Dr. Gwynn, of Throopsville, have received 
their diplomas, and have established themselves in their respective loca- 
cations with profit to themselves and honor to the profession. Dr. Heath 
also graduated in one of the best colleges in the State, and is now doing 
an extensive and successful business in Palmyra, in Wayne county. We 
have up to this time, 1864, eleven homoeopathic practitioners in this county, 
and yet there are several locations where a good physician would have a 
lucrative business. 

I have given you as correct a history of homoeopathy in this county aa 
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I conld give from memory. Should there be errors discovered, I hope some 
more competent pen will correct the error that it may stand a true hisiorj- 
of the past. In the bright sunlight and clear sky of the past twenty-three 
years, there have but two clouds past to obscure the bright horizon. The 
first was that of the death of Dr. George Allen, on the 14th of February, 
1850. Dr. Allen, after receiving his diploma, settled in Port Byron, where 
he succeeded in a short time in making many friends. His health was verr 
feeble during his term of studentship, and it appeared like folly to spend 
his time in acquiring a professional education when the mark was so visi- 
ble upon his whole constitutiou — predisposed to consumption. Kind and 
affable, quick in discriminating, he made a successful practitioner the short 
time allotted him, which was only about two years. Again, in J^ily, in 
1863, we were called to pay the last sad duties to our much-esteemed friend 
and co-worker, Dr. Lewis McCarty, who died of a carciuomatouis tumor 
involving the whole of the right parotid gland; the submaxillary, and a 
portion of the thyroid gland ; this was superinduced by an injury received 
on being thrown from his carriage. Dr. McCarty needs no eulogy from 
me. He was too well known by all the members of this society, and by the 
profession in Central New York. He was strictly a homodopathic physician. 
Studious and possessing a good memory, close in his examinations, and 
strict to the law similia similibus curantur. His prejudices were strong 
and lasting, whether for friendship or eternity. His whole soul was boand 
up in Theology and Therapeutics. His theology was of the school of 
Alexander Campbell, known as Disciples. His therapeutics that of 
Hahnemann. Alexander Campbell was his guiding star in Ttieolo^y, so 
was Samuel Hahnemann in Therapeutics. He was a faithful servant to 
either Master. Naturally of a strong and enduring constitution, he seemed 
to require but little sleep or quietude. He had an extensive ride throug^h 
the whole northern part of the county. With all his energy and perse- 
verance, his iron constitution yielded at last, and he sank into a premature 
grave, lamented by all who knew him. 



ARTICLE XXXI. 

Beport on Materia Medk»i— Enlai^ment of the Materia Medica. By H. B. Fsllows, 

M. D., of Sennett. 

In accordance with an appointment by the Cayuga County HomcBopathic 
Society to communicate with the State Society in regard to the enlarge- 
ment and improvement of our Materia Medica, and in accordance with my 
own convictions of the necessity of some action in this department, I pre- 
sent this paper to the State Society for its consideration. It contains some 
of the reasons why we should be more active in proving new drugs or 
reproving old ones. Time will not allow a full discussion of this sub- 
ject in all its bearings on the necessity of tho movement, whether it should 
be a movement to reprove old drugs, or prove now ones, and how the prov- 
ings should be conducted. In fact, it naturally divides itself into several 
heads, each of which would make a communication of itself. I shall, 
therefore, attempt only a brief discussion that I may call the attention of 
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the society to it, in the hope that some action may be taken in regard to 
the matter. 

Impressed with the importance of as extensive and exact a materia 
medica as it is possible to have, I mast urge npon the attention of the 
Society the necessity of action in subjecting one or more drags to careful 
provings. And it is of the utmost i^nportance that this action be general 
and concerted. Should this be undertaken generally, the facts would 
accumulate with sufficient rapidity to make the value of the drug soon 
known; on the other hand, if there are but one or two who undertake a 
proving, but little can be accomplished. No one person can produce a 
perfect proving, even should he spend a series of years in the attempt. 
One thing essential to any proving, before it can be considered complete, 
is that the effects of the drug on the different constitutions, ages and sexes 
shall be observed. It is, therefore, necessary for a number of persons to 
prove a drug and that they shall act in concert. If a hundred persons in the 
State of New York were to begin the proving of a drug, each independent 
of any concerted action, it is not at all probable, it is hardly possible, that 
the hundred fragmentary provings would ever be collected; and until this 
should be accomplished the knowledged gained of the drug would be of 
comparatively little value to eachprover, even though each proving should 
be carefully conducted. Should this Society take hold of the matter and 
each member not only prove the drug chosen in his district upon himself, 
but induce some member of his household or some of his friends to do the 
same, a very complete set of provings might be the result. We have the 
elements in and under the control of the Society, if we but use them to 
advance the science of medicine; and in no more important way can we 
serve the cause of homoeopathy and humanity than by making our materia 
medica as perfect as possible. If, in any branch of the science of medicine, 
the homoeopathic physician should make greater exertion than in another, it 
is in this. However accurately he may diagnosticate a case and explain its 
pathology, if he does not know its corresponding homoeopathic remedy, 
his success can be but partial, and he will frequently fail where he might 
have succeeded. If the proving of the remedy is so incomplete that it 
does not point out the homoeopathic relation it holds to the disease, the 
result will be the same and the physician must fail, or only gain succesa 
by accident. These accidental cures are familiar to every physician, and 
teach us the necessity of proving the drug more thoroughly. The follow- 
ing case may serve as an example: 

Mr. M., a young man of 21 years, had served through the peninsular 
campaign and before Washington, when ho was taken with a chronic diar- 
rhoea and was discharged from the army. He returned home and was then 
treated by both schools with no success. He was then induced to take an 
infusion of a plant in the vicinity (the botanical name I cannot at present 
give), being encouraged by the history of several cases cured that ap- 
peared similar to his own. In a very short time his improvement waa 
marked and decided. His appetite and digestion became good, he gained 
in flesh and strength, a troublesome cough left him, and to-day he looks 
and feels as well as ever. Several cases similar to this have fallen within 
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my observation, and though they were treated with rather Targe dosef 
were effectually cured. 

From the cases I have known I cannot tell the characteristic of the 
remedy, and could not use it with any more scientific precision than the 
quacks who advertise their ''cure alls." That the plant has a good deal 
of medicinal value there can be no doubt ; but it must remain almost un- 
available until it is properly proved. What I feel in reference to thi« 
plant, is felt by every physician in reference to some other drug. 

The result of three thousand years experience is an advance of the 
science of medicine in almost every other branch greater than in this. 
Anatomy is almost perfect, if we except its nomenclature ; physiology has 
advanced until the various organs of the system have had their action 
traced down to the primal cell ; pathology now analyses almost every dis- 
eased action till it is as well known as are the functions in physiology, and 
for these results we are in a great measure to thank our brethren of the 
allopathic persuasion. These branches are based on facts which required 
only patient observation and study to determine, and so far they have been 
faithful and we Imve profited by their industry. But when we leave these 
and the other collateral branches of medicine and enter the domain of thera- 
peutics, there experience and the collection of facts avails but little, for thera- 
peutics is not a series of observed facts merely. Therapeutics did not advance 
with the other branches of the science of medicine until the great governing 
law, announced by Hahnemann, became known and formed th^ j^-round-work 
of the study. Before this, facts had been loosely observed and conclusions 
drawn by false reasoning, as we see in the use of such enormous doses of 
opium in delirium tremens, and of mercury in syphilis. When this law of 
"similia similibus" became known, it was found necessary to reconstruct 
the entire materia medica that therapeutics might advance towards per- 
fection, then for the first time possible. The materia medica at that time 
was a mass of rubbish, much of which could not at all be used in the new 
structure which was about to be erected, and nearly all the remainder was 
80 imperfect that it would prove almost as valueless. The reconstruction 
of the materia medica to be available for the newly discovered law of cure, 
required that the effects of each drug should be accurately and minutely 
ascertained by proving it upon the healthy, and from this resulted the ma- 
teria medica pura. Hahnemann and his immediate followers deserve the 
greatest praise for the energy and perseverance with which they set about 
and followed up this reconstruction. But they could not accomplish the 
whole work, and those who have followed in their path until the present 
have not been able to complete this great work of reconstruction. If we 
would maintain a success and make an advance such as is worthy of the 
followers of so great a master as Hahnemann, we must take up this work 
where our predecessors left off and continue it. 

By what means can this work be carried on most successfully ? Not, 
as we have endeavored to show by individual effort alone, but through the 
instrumentality of organized bodies of provers. The County and State 
Societies, the American In«titute of Homoeopathy, and kindred institutions, 
furnish the means that should be available for this purpose. 
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As small bodies of men work together more earnestly than larger ones 
as a general rule, each county society should constitute itself a Prover's 
Union, and use all its powers to ascertain the effects of the drug chosen for 
investigation. In counties where there is no society organized, let 
those physicians who are willing to assist in this work act together by some 
common argument. These various results should be placed in the hands 
of the committee on Materia Medica sufficiently early to arrange for the 
meeting of the Society, at which the report is to be presented. After its 
presentation to the county society it should be forwarded to the committee 
constituting the Bureau of Materia Medica of the State society, and I would 
suggest that the original record of the daily provings should be sent, and 
not an J abstract of them. At least one district should be engaged in 
proving one drug, and each county should send its report to the member 
of the Bureau for that district in which the county is situated, to be arranged 
with other reports for presentation at the meeting of the State Society, and 
subsequently for publication. By this method the provings of several drugs 
might every year be added to our Materia Medica by this State alone ; and 
if other States would adopt a similar course of proceeding, our Materia 
Medica might be rapidly and reliably enlarged. When the American 
Institute resumes its meetings and several States devote some effort to 
proving drugs, these results could be collected and published under the 
superintendence of a board of editors appointed by that body, and a year 
book of provings furnished, that every homoeopathic physician would find 
it difficult to get along without. 

This is a brief statement of a method by which it has seemed possible 
that a worthy result might be accomplished. The details will readily sug- 
gest themselves to those who will give the subject a thought. For it I 
claim no particular originality, and I would willingly adopt and assist, as 
far as in my power, to carry out any other that will promise as much. 

In considering this method, it has appeared that the apathy in this de- 
partm.ent, not so much from a lack of devotion to their chosen calling on 
the part of the homoeopathic physicians of this State, nor to the unwilling- 
ness to subject themselves to the slight inconvenience of proving a drug 
in the cause of homoeopathy and suffering humanity, as to the fact that it 
has not generally been carried on so as to assure the aggregation of the 
individual result. As soon as the profession at large shall be made to feel 
that this work shall be taken up in earnest under the direction of earnest 
workers, I think there will be no lack of proving, and for one I am willing 
to pledge myself for, at least, one proving every year. 



ARTICLE XXXII. 

Report on Materia Medica — Proving of Lachesis. By H. B. Fellows, M. D., of 

Sennett. 

July 4, 1864. Took five pellets of Lachesis** about nine A. M., for a 
cough. 

Soon after noon I began to feel great heaviness and lassitude all through 
the body, but particularly through the back and legs. 
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At 3.30 P. M.y the feeling of lassitude had incrensed, and walking tired 
me much more than URual. After supper this feeling partially passed offl 

Retired soon after nine P. M. Legs ached all through, but the pain was 
the most severe about the knees. 

July 5th. Slept well ; coughed less this morning than yesterday ; all 
well until after breakfast. 

Soon after eight A. M. my legs began to ache again, aching all through, 
but the pain, as on the day before, was mont about the knees. Legs felt 
yery heavy. The same feelings extended through the shoulders and arms, 
but in a less degree. 

The general lassitude was more marked than yesterday. Felt better 
after dinner. 

In the evening, whilst walking, had a pain deep in the left ear, or between 
the car and throat, which was made more severe while putting the tem- 
poral and maaseter muscles on tension. 

This pain disappeared in a short time, and one appeared just above the 
left external maleoluR, which would increase as the contiguous muscles 
were put upon the stretch in stepping. This pain la8ted for some time. 

July 6th. Felt well, with the exception of the lassitude. 

July 7th. More of the lassitude. 

July 10th. No more symptoms noticed. 

Any pathogenetic symptom is reliable ; it must be so, or the science of 
homoeopathy falls to the ground. The pathogenesis of a drug may be 
confirmed either by reproving it, or by its curative effects when prescribed 
according to the homoeopnthic formula. The former is the better way, and 
is more in accordance with the teachings of the master, if any doubt exists 
as to the symptoms ascribed to the drug. There can be no better waj to 
settle the question of the reliability of lachesis than by a reproving of it ; 
the addition of other symptoms, equally characteristic as those now known, 
would also be likely to follow the reproving. I'he curative effects also 
confirm the provings, and are the final tests to be applied to every proving. 

The following case of diphtheria is offered as confirming the above prov- 
ing, and as showing quite clearly the type of cases in which lachesis will 
prove of the greatest value ; a type which has been of frequent occurrence 
iu this vicinity for the past few months. 

Miss S., aged 18, had been feeling unwell for several days. On October 
25th she was obliged to take to the bed. On the evening of that daj I 
found her with a severe pain in the fr)rehead^ which became a beating pain 
in the vertex on assuming the upright position. On fixing her eyes on any 
spot on the wall she would feel dizzy. (1 have seen this symptom produced 
by a high potency. "During the day looking at any object closely would 
produce vertigo, and in the evening looking at the clouds not more than 
30 or 40 degrees above the horizon, would immediately produce the same 
sensation.") Severe pain in the limbs, principally about the knees and 
elbows ; the flesh felt very sore, and moving the limbs aggravated the pain 
for the time being. Much lassitude ; she nearly fainted on rising from the 
bed at noon. Tenderness and pain in the epigastric region, nausea, anarexia^ 
tongue coated with a dirty yellow fur, very unpleasant taste in the mouth. 
The tonsils were swollen, and showed patches of a diphtheritic membrane 
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about half an inch wide, of a dirty gray color, and extending down ont of 
Bight Submaxillary an4 parotid glands swollen. The soreness of the 
throat began on the left side, and this side was still the most painful ; 
throat was more painful after sleeping or talking. Pulse upwards of 
ninety ; the skin at times hut and dry, at other times moist. Gave lache- 
eis'* in aqueous solution every two hoars. Next morning I found the 
patient with the headache, pain in the limbs, and nausea removed and less 
soreness about the throat ; pulse natural or nearly so ; strength increased. 
Coptinued lachesis*'. 

October 27. Symptoms improving; diphtheritic membrane disappearing. 
lachesiH"' every three hours. 

October 28th. Did not 8leep as well as on previous n'ght. Diphtheritic 
membrane nearly gone. Lachesis'*. After this the patient got no more 
medicine for the day. 

About twenty months previous, I treated this patient for an attack of 
diphtheria, using the lower potencies of aconite, belladonna and mercurius 
iod., and during the diseaqp a troublesome asthmathic cough set in 
and lasted for Some days after the throat was healed. During the last 
attack a slight cough appeared having the same characteristics, but re- 
quired no other remedy, and disappeared before the throat healed. 

From the above proving we get some of the most marked symptoms of 
this case; and a complete picture of the disease as it often appears in its 
initiatory stage. As this etage frequently lasts from one to several days, 
it will in many cases enable us to avert a serious attack by the u^e of this 
remedy. 

ARTICLE XXXIII. 

Report on Materia Medica. Poisoning by Phosphorus. By E. R. Heath, M. D., of 

Palmyra. 

Having just prepared some tincture of phosphorus, I took five drops 
about five o'clock in the afternoon. Thinking no more about it, I finished 
my business for the day and retired abont ten, p. m., but was unable to 
sleep. The desire to sleep was very great but I could not find a comfort* 
able position. Felt an uneasiness accompanied by drowsiness, which was 
unusual. My mind was greatly oppressed with melancholy. Tears would 
start without cause. A feeling of dread, as if awaiting something terri- 
ble, }*ct unable to resist or move, overcame me. Sometimes it seemed as 
if I was beginning to bloat, and then I could hear a multitude of voices 
saying, in high glee, " fill him up a little more and he will burst," followed 
by demoniacal laughter which made the cold chills run over me. Darting, 
cutting pains gave me much distress, starting from one point and flashing 
over the whole abdominal regi(m, each one having a separate starting 
point. I imagined myself an Aurora Borealis, and could distinctly hear 
voices shouting, " beautiful! oh, was that not splendid!" as the pain became 
more severe and lasting. Soon, however the agony became so great that 
it threw off in a measure the stupor that clouded my senses. 

Springing from the bed I hastily attired myself and set down to collect 
ray scattered and various thoughts. My fingers were all thumbs; I felt a 
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numbness of the whole body accompanied by a pricking sensation, as being* 
encompassed by innumerable needles that jiist touched, and on the slightest 
motion, entered my body, at first severe then followed by vibrations of less 
distinctness. My throat felt dry and parched; it seemed as if a flame of 
fire was passing through me. Rising, I attempted to walk; my feet and limbs 
seemed swollen and glned to the floor. The slightest motion caused great 
pain. With great exertion I reached the vessel; the moment tjie bowels 
began to move the pains assumed the form of cramps. The passages were 
like the scrapings of intestines and almost constant, attended with tenesmus 
for upwards of two hours, at the end of which time I lay down upon the bed 
weak, sore and almost helpless. 

Abdomen sore, but not tender to the touch; thirst intolerable; drink did 
not quench it, but caused drops of cold clammy sweat to exude from the 
pores of the skin the moment that water entered the stomach. My wants 
were numerous and changeable; my lungs felt clogged up; dyspncaa 
troublesome; pleuritic pains through the thorax extending into the throat 
and down the right arm; vertigo; cephalalgia; sense of suffocation and 
involuntary passages on the lead motion Urine suppressed with a constant 
desire to urinate. I lay in this condition for nearly eight hours, when the 
passages changed to mucus and mucus mixed with blood and slimo, still 
involuntary. The muscles became flabby, the skin dry and wrinkled, 
tongue coated with a thick fur, dark centre and red edges; sordes on the 
teeth, breath offensive, even to myself; at no time was I free from pain; ' 

oould not extend my limbs, but lay with thera drawn up; motions involun- 
tary and uncertain as one -attacked with palsy. The exertion or an at- 
tempt to move my arms, hands, or even turn myself, produced great pros- 
tration. 

At the end of twelve hours passages began to become periodical every 
half hour and then every hour, still involuntary with tenesmus at least an 
hour after each passage, when they became as far apart as two hours. 
The rectum lost its seneibility; the sphincter became paralyzed, and I had 
a slight prolapsus ani after each passage. About six p. m., or eighteen 
hours after I began to be troubled, the passages of urine became frequent, 
copious, scalding, high colored, with a strong ammoniacal odor. Dall, 
heavy pain in the region of the kidneys. After this the symptorfis began 
to abate. Appetite ravenous, but the smallest quantity of food, the moment 
it entered the stomach, produced vomiting and passages from both bowels 
and bladder. My mind now became very clear. I could remember with 
the utmost distinctness my past life. Orations delivered during college 
days I could rehearse word for word, and tell the day and circumstances 
attending their delivery. Lectures I had heard years before camo before 
' my mind. As the darkness of night began to enclose the earth, my peace ^ 

was disturbed by the most frightful visions and thoughts. Constant fear 
of death, with almost uncontrollable desire to commit suicide. Pulse inter* 
mittent, thready and varying from 53 to 135. 

Duriug the night I was compelled to use the vessel a number of times, 
making my calculations to have a passage every two hours, as they were 
involuntary the moment anything entered the rectum This couditton lasted 
me for two days, obliging me to go to stool as often as every three hours 
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on«s^: The next morning I dressed myself with '^iflBculty and went to my office. 

nd^iii* I was as weak as one suffering from a long and severe fit. of sickness. I 

^!^*»^' th%n took eight pellets of camphor 3; this being the first I had taken, the 

^ «;. attack being so sudden and prostrating I was not able to help myself to 

DiJ^*-'** medicine or call assistance. 

[\'ti> Daring the whole time the passages were odorless, except a slight, 

DifEJ mouldy smell. At the expiration of three days the pains seemed to leave 

lepiRJ my bowels and settle in my joints, producing a crackling noise on motion, 

^w:}' Every time I went from a warm room into the open air my bowels would 

WD^: move. Could eat but little food, as a few mouthfuls satisfied my ravenous 
appetite. I was not able to assume an upright posture while walking, or 

nl-kr endure much fatigue for some time, nor did I become, free from the effects 

eni^ ^or more than two months. I regained my strength very slowly and could 

^ f. eat nothing but the most easily digestible food. Spiced food and pastry 

I jp. - invariably producing looseness of the bowels. 

kc^ 
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Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Pterygium Crassnm cured by a single remedy in 
a High Potency. By Cakkoll Dunham, M. D., New York. 

The following case is thought worthy of special notice for several rea- 
' / sons. It presents an instance of a diseased condition which, being on the 

surface of the eye, may be made the subject of constant observation. 

Such a condition has never, so far as my knowledge goes, been produced 
by any remedy. It is not contained in any proving. A homoeopathic pre- 
scription for it must therefore be based upon the general characteristic 
symptoms which the patient may present, and to which corresponding 
symptoms may be found in some drug proving. 
^ The writer had never treated a case before, and does not recall any record 

^ of a cure made by homceopathic remedies. Ho was not, consequently, 

'^' * influenced in the selection of a remedy by any knowledge ex usu in morbis, 

^^* The patient was not encouraged to expect a cure, but looked forward to 

^^' a surgical operation as a matter of necessity. There can be no ground, 

'*'^ then, for ascribing the cure to faith, the last resort of the credulous, to 

whom it is easier to believe that a grave and material disease can be 
cured by imagination, the intangible, than by a high potency, the im- 
ponderable! 

The cure was effected by a single remedy, in a high potency, the 20Oth — 
(prepared by myself). 
^ J. N. S., a farmer, aged 55 years — generally in good health — has had for 

^' three years a pterygium upon each eye. Starting from the inner angle of 

^ the eye, this morbid growth, which was thick, opaque, and richly supplied 

^ with large blood-vessels, and much resembled a strong muscle, extended 

^ over the sclerotic, had invaded the cornea with a thick, broad extremity, 

and now covered more than one»half of the pupil, rendering i\\e patient 
'' nearly blind. 

^; The cojijiinctiva of the remaining portion was deeply injected. The 

^^ eyes vere filled in the morning with a muco-parulent secretion. 
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The patient was nnable to endure artificial light, and compelled to care- 
fully protect the eyes during the day-time. Reading was out of the ques* 
tion at all times. ^ 

Within the last six months the growth of the pterygium had been very 
rapid. 

The eyes were very painful, especially in the evening and night. The 
pain was in the inner angle of the eye, a pricking, smarting pain, seeming 
to be situated deep in the globe. Dust in the atmosphere greatly aggra- 
vated the pain. In addition there was a very severe pressure at the root 
of t?ie nose and across the supra-orbital region. There was considerablo 
lachrymatinn, especially in the evening. 

The eifect of this disease was to entirely incapacitate the patient for 
every kind of business. 

In this condition the patient placed himself under my care about the Ist 
of July, 1863. He had been advised that an operation for the removal of 
the pterygium was the only thing to which he could look for relief, but 
had also been told that in the present inflamed condition of the eyes, and 
at the unfavorable season of midsummer, the operation would expose him 
to no inconsiderable danger of sequelsd that might be very disastrous. 
He had been counseled to endure his present symptoms until the weather 
should become colder and more favorable for the operation. 

His motives therefore in coming to me was to get some palliation of his i 

suffering, some temporary relief, that the summer months might be made ' 

more tolerable to him. ' 

I gave him no encouragement to believe that I could do more than 
slightly palliate his sufferings; for, as has already been remarked, I had 
never treated a pterygium, and never heard of a homoeopathic cure of one. 

Seeking a homoeopathic remedy for the case, as it has been stated, I 
could get no light from the objective symptoms, since no proving contains 
anything like them. Nothing remained but the subjective symptoms. 
Of these, the pain, smarting and pricking, and which was singularly con- 
fined to the inner angle of the eye, and seemed deep seated, the pushing 
pain at the root of the nose, the marked aggravation in the evening— 
these symptoms together suggested zincum metallicum. 

In the proving of zincum we find (symptoms 194, 1Q7, 205, 209,) biting, 
pricking and soreness in the inner angle of the eyes; lachrymation, espe- 
cially in the evening; inflammation and redness of the conjunctiva, sup- 
puration of the inner angle with soreness — many of these symptoms being 
aggravated in the evening; symptoms 248, " Pressure on the root of the 
nose, as if it would be pressed iyto the head, almost intolerable/' together 
with 249-251 of a like significance. J 

The other symptoms of the patient being well covered by those of zincum, 
I concluded to give this remedy. 

I felt the more hope of some benefit from it, from the fact that my (allo- 
pathic) preceptor, who had much experience and success in tlie treatment 
of diseases of the eye, had often said that sulphate of zinc, applied ex- 
ternally, had a more beneficial effect in pterygium than any other astringent 
or caustic application. 

Now as sulphate of zinc is by no means so powerful an astringent or 
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caustic as many other substances that are commonly used as applications 
in such cases, certainly the superiorly of zinc could not be attributable to 
its mere possession of these properties which it has in common with other 
collyria, as, for example, nitrate of silver, sulphate of copper, etc.^ etc. It 
must be due, then, to some specific quality of the zinc. In passing, let me 
venture the remark, that in clinical observations like the above, made by 
sagacious allopathic observers, we may often find valuable hints to sup- 
plement our pathogenetic knowledge of drugs. 

To return to the case, I determined to give the 200th potency of zinc, 
the case being, as it seemed to me, a very fine one for experiment with a 
high potency. 

I gave four powders of sugar of milk, each containing three globules of 
zincum metallicum**^^and ten additional powders containing nothing but 
sugar of milk — a powder to be taken, dry on the tongue, every night on 
retiring ; the patient to report on the 14th day. No change to be made in 
diet, regimen, or occupation. No external applications to be made. 

July 15. The patient presented himself and stated that on the third day 
after he began to take the powders he began to feel much better, and that 
now he was entirely free from pain and discomfort and from lachrymation. 
The morning secretion was much less. I thought the eye appeared less 
inflamed, but beyond this there was no change in its physical condition. I 
gave sugar of milk and requested a report in a fortnight, or sooner, in 
case the pains should return. 

Aug. 1. No return of pain. The pterygium has certainly diminished in 
size; it is not so thick and luxuriant as formerly. Sugar of milk. 

Aug. 10. The patient came to apprise me of a return of the pains to 
moderate extent. I gave three powders of zincum met. 2^0 ^ to be taken 
every night on retiring. 

Aug. 20. The pains disappeared after the first powder and have not 
returned. The pterygium is evidently decreasing. 

Twice again the pains returned, and on each occasion I gave a powder 
of the zincum"*. By the end of October, the time fixed for the operation, 
the pterygium had diminished so far that it was only a little colorless 
ridge in the extreme inner angle cf the eye, the sight was entirely restored, 
the patient could use his eyes freely both by day and in the evening; there 
was no longer any thought of the operation ; in fact it would have been 
hard to find anything to operate upon. 

At the present date there is no trace of the pterygium remaining upon 
the left eye. In the inner angle of the right eye there is a small speck yet 
visible. 



ARTICLE XXXV. 

Beport on Clinical Medicine. Cases of Uterine Catarrh. By 0. W. Botcb, M. D., of 

Auburn. 

" tike every organ covered with a mucous membrane, the uterus is, upon 
its internal surface, exposed to those catarrhal and croupy inflammations 
which generally aflect mucous membranes. 
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** The symptoms of a congestion of the organs of the pelvis, ordinarily 
precede acute catarrhal inflammation of the mucous inembranc of the uterus. 
The patients complain at this period of a disagreeable sensation of tensioa 
about the sacrum and both inguinal regions, and of a heat and fullness in 
the pelvis, with a frequent desire to urinate. Little by little the pains are 
concentrated around the uterine region, which is very tender on pressure, 
without our being able on examination to discover through the abdonainal 
wails any augmentation in the volume of the uterus. About the fourth or 
sixth day, or sometimes earlier, a flow, more or less copious from the genital 
parts is observed, a hypersecretion of the mucous membrane of the uterus. 
The secreted liquid is at first not dense, almost limpid, slightly viscous, 
and it leaves upon the linen stiffened and clearly defined spots. At length 
it usually becomes yellow." Scanzoni'ii Diseases of Females, 

This condition, like every catarrhal disease, is liable to become chronic; 
and as in connection with the uterine difiiculty there is usually an extension 
to the vagina and urinary organs, it is a matter of some difficulty to diag- 
nosticate when we have purely a uterine calarrh. This is only possible by 
the use of the speculum, or sometimes by the state of the secretion from 
the genitals. If the fluid is purely alkaline, the disease is uterine ; if acid, 
it is vaginal. Chronic uterine catarrh finally produces the systemic con- 
dition known as an»mia, the prominent symptoms of which are exhaustion 
and general ttmaciation, a marasmus of the entire organism. 

The fullpwing cases may be considered a type of the disease which is 
curable by the remedy here used. They are selected from several cured by 
the same remedy, as they yielded promptly and remained permanently 
cured. 

Case I. 

Mrs. G., forty years old, and the mother of seven children, December 31, 
1862, was aroused at midnight by the house being on fire. She ran out in 
her night-dress and bare feet with her youngest child in her arras. She remain- 
ed in the cold nearly an hour, or until the house completely burned down, 
when she walked to the nearest liouse half a mile distant. The ground was 
covered with snow and ice. She was up and down after this exposure for 
three or four days, complaining of a soreness of the whole body. The flesh 
felt sore. She had spells of falling down, when she would remain insens- 
ible for hours. She had fainting spells whether she was up or lying. This 
condition lasted nearly three weeks when she became confined to her bed, 
from which she did not assume fhe upright posture until the time soon to 
be mentioned. There was constant discharge from the genital organs, 
which finally became dark and very offensive. When she was moved, the 
discharge was more profuse, looking like fresh blood, and on several oc- 
casions, she had alarming hemorrhage. There was great soreness of the 
abdomen, and the upright posture produced a sensation as if the bowels 
would fall out. She coughed constantly, and the posterior portions of both 
lungs were completely congested and dull on percussion. Auscultation 
revealed only bronchial respiration. Every exertion was followed Ijy ex- 
pectoration of dark blood with cramps and fainting. A vaginal examina- 
tion showed congestion of the neck of the womb and prolapsus. This was 
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her condition, May 7th, 1863. The case looked so hopeless, that I advised 
hor to send fur a neighboring physician (she lived seven miles from Auburn) 
and abide the result. I gave her, however, lachesis", twenty pellets in 
half a glass of watet, two teaspoonfulls every four hours. 

On the 9th of May I was again sent fur, and with great reluctance went 
to see her. The change was perfectly, surprising. The whole case was 
improved, and strange to say, on the 16th of the same month, just nine 
days from tlie first prescription, she went about her household duties and 
has continued to do her work ever since. There have since been several 
cases of severe disease in her family and she has been able to nurse them 
all, the most trying ordeal which she could be called to endure. She took 
no medicine after the first two days, but sacch. lact. instead. 

Casb 11. 

Mts. R., forty-five years of age, took cold about the middle of January, 
1864. January 28th she presented the following symptoms : prostration, 
especially when exercising and lifting ; weight on the top of the head and 
back of the neck; pain in the small of the back, worse on exercising ; appe- 
tite good ; sensation of bearing down ; leucorrhcea, thick, yellow, which 
had continued for years, more between the catamenial periods. At this 
present time (January 28th), it is constant. No catamenia for two months. 
The leucorrhoea was worse during the day and when exercising. There 
was evidently congestion of the womb with catarrh of the mucous mem* 
brane. Mrs. R. was not able to be about the house. LachcsiB*''^ in 
water, a teaspoonful night and morning for five days cured her of all her 
complaints, not excepting the leuoorrhoea. She is n^^w attending to her 
ordinary household afi^airs. 

If these cases shall call attention to this valuable remedy, this hastily 
written sketch will not have been made in vain. 



ARTICLE XXXVI. 

Report on Clinical Medidne — Catarrh. By C. W. Botcb^ M. D., of Auburn. 

The committee, having in charge the subject of Catarrh, finds itself, at 
the end of the second year, in the saute condition as at the close of the 
first — able only to report progress. During the two years of its continu- 
ance, it has presented six written reports, four of which have passed into 
the literature of our school ; in addition, several verbal reports have been 
made. These have comprised all parts of the body liable to catarrhal dis- 
eases, except the vesico-genital organs of the male. The committee, far 
from having exhausted the subject in these reports, feels that it has only 
made a beginning, the completion of which must be left to abler minds. 
By catarrh, or by this term, we express the idea of an inflammatory dis- 
ease of the mucous membrane, generally' caused by exposure to changes of 
temperature. Lately, however, the term has been more restricted, and 
perhaps justly, being used to convey the idea of an inflammation of the 
mucous membrane of the nasal passages, larynx and chest. 
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How common this inflammation is, may be inferred from what Watson 
sajs : " There is scarcely one in a thousand who passes a winter withoat 
an attack.'^ Such being the frequency of the disease, we may be pardoned 
if we trespass on your time by further consideration of it. 

Let us review. Catarrh of the air passages is an inflammation of the 
mucous membrane, which is prone to pass, erysipelas-like, to other portions 
of the same, and which often implicates the whole of it. Strictly, the pri- 
mary condition is one of decreased secretion. The membrane is dry and 
thick, even impeding respiration by lessening the size of the passages. 
The secondary condition is one of increased secretion, which is not, how^- 
ever, followed necessarily by relief; for the first flow is generally thin and 
acrid, poisoning all the parts over which it passes. Following this in & 
bland, thick mucous, which marks the period of improvement. The first 
of these periods is marked by fever, with its common accompaniments. 
This continues a longer or shorter time in proportion to the severity of the 
case and its extent ; with the decline of the fever generally appears the 
increased secretion. We will pass over the treatment of the primary stage, 
as this, in the experience of the committee, is not generally difficult ; bat 
when the primary condition has not been cured, and the disease has passed 
into the secondary, uninfluenced by treatment, we have a condition which 
requires careful investigation. 

The inflammation, from being acute, is now sub-acute with tendency to 
continue indefinitely ; there is pain and soreness manifested on sneezing 
and coughing. All the sufferings are generally increased in the afternoon 
and fore part of the night, when the secretion is lessened, and the mem- 
brane becomes dry and thickened. The latter part of the night, and 
through the morning, all the sufierings are lighter, and there is a more or 
less free discharge of comparatively thick, yellowish mucus. Without 
comparing the symptoms and the pathogenesis of Pulsatilla, side by side, 
let us assume that the condition described and the eflect of puis, on the 
healthy are nearly the same ; so much so, that perhaps no remedy in the 
materia medica is so often prescribed for it as puis. According to our law, 
puis, ought to cure the totality of the symptoms, but in many cases, and 
perhaps in the majority, it fails to do so ; nor have we any remedy in com* 
mon use which has all the symptoms nearly as fully as puis., sulph., calc, 
hepar, carb. veg., in many things resemble the case under considera- 
tion, but none so well as Puis. One case of this kind, from practice, will 
bear detailing, and perhaps serve to express the view of the committer 
better than in any other way. 

Case I. ; 
Mrs. Smith, fifty years old, had for years been subject to catarrhal attacks 
which came on early in the fall, upon the first change from warm to cold 
weather. These lasted until warm weather came again next summer. Any 
exposure, even the slightest, aggravated the condition severely. The 
result was that the lady was sick all winter; there was soreness and pain 
of the whole chest, worse at the superior portion; cough was more or less 
constant, but increased when lying or during exercise. There was short- 
ness of breath; the cough was almost constant in the morning, attended by 
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expectoration of slimo and yellowish mncns of a salt taste. The cough was 
spasmodic and attended with retching and inclinatioD to vomit; there was 
discharge from the nose of thick, yellow macus. 

This case was prescribed for repeatedly every year, and she got puls.> 
sulph , calc, bepar. and several other remedies with no decided benefit. 
The symptoms were palliated by calc, but not cured. This was the his- 
tory for years. The patient came to feel that there was no help for her, 
and that the end of her disease was consumption. 

In searching for the curative, after many hours a remedy was found 
whose pathogenesis contains the following: "Scraping and dry feeling in 
the larynx, increased toward evening, and accompanied by hacking cough 
and hawking; cough which wakes him at six a. m., having remissions of a 
minute. It is at first dry, clear and barking; subsequently some thick 
mucus is detached, and the effort of doing this causes desire to vomit, ac- 
companied by an excoriated feeling in the throat and pressive headache. 
Easy expectoration in the morning; expectoration of a yellow mucus of an 
acrid taste." These symptoms are found in the pathogenesis of coccus 
cacti. Two grains of the cochineal of the shops were triturated up to the 
third. Two powders of one grain each were given, one to be taken every 
evening. The first dose aggravated the case, consequently the second was 
not taken. After a few hours there was amelioration, followed by entire 
relief in two days. Mrs. S. has had no return of the catarrh for two winters. 

Cases similar to the above have been common with us, and coccus cacti 
has seldom failed to cure in the same prompt manner. 

On the authority of Dr. Lippe, of Philadelphia, we recommend this remedy 
in the troublesome coughs of drunkards. 

Another form of catarrh, which is new to the committee, has been 
observed during the past winter and spring. The symptoms defy classifi- 
cation, and appe'ir without order or regulation. There would be excessive 
dryness of the mucous membrane lining the nose and soft palate; degluti- 
tion difficult from a feeling as if the soft palate were stiff, like leather. 
Occasionally, with great effort, a piece of dried, hardened mucus would be 
discharged, looking like a scab. After this mucus was dislodged, the stiff- 
ness was somewhat less, but for a short time. The feeling of dryness 
became painful toward evening and at night; generally by morning the 
distress was little. The patient would feel nearly well, yet before night 
his complaints would be more than ever. Sometimes these spells of dry- 
ness and distress alternated with periods of entire relief several times a 
day. This peculiar type seems inclined to become chronic. No remedy 
seemed to be of decided benefit until sticta pnl. was nsed; this had a power- 
ful effect, and in some cases immediate relief followed its administration. 
The first account of its use was in the North American Journal of BomcBo- 
pathy. This was copied into the London Homoeopathic Beuiew, Mention of 
it was also made in the American Bomceopalhic Review, Some western 
physicians have used it, and given the results in the Investigator or Observer. 
It is undoubtedly a remedy of very great value in catarrhal difficulties. 
The committee desire to call your attention especially to this remedy, and 
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to urge members of the society to prove it on themselves and others. Dr. 
Eobinson has had some very pleasing results from its use, aud perhaps bj 
proper solicitation he might be induced to give the results of his valuable 
experience. 

Another remedy of special importance in catarrh is kali. hyd. Dr. Rob- 
inson, Jr., being the special champion of this valuable medicine, i^e shall 
only point you to him as a source of information on this subject. 



ARTICLE VII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine Clinical Cases. By A. JtrnsoN BaiswBvn, M. D., of 

Cato, N. Y. 

Case I. — Ascites. 

.Mr. S., aged seventeen years, of light complexion and blue eyes, a 
farmer, was attacked early in the spring with pneumonia, which was of a 
typhoid character. The cough was attended by profuse expectoration; 
there were profuse sweats and great debility. He was cured by aconite* and 
phosphorus*". 

In autumn of the same year I was called to him again and found him 
suffering with abdominal dropsy. So great was the effusion that his 
weight was thirty-six pounds in excess of his greatest weight in health. 
He had been thfee or four months in this condition; had frequent attacks 
of watery diarrheea, lasting several days and leaving the patient exhausted, 
emaciated and unable to leave his bed without help. He would then rally 
and the filling-up process would recommence. His parents were much 
alarmed and thought him sinking. He had been treated for ulceration of 
the liver with drugs, during the whole summer. Several remedies were given 
without effect. On a closer examination I learned that, during his child- 
hood, he had presented various sj^mptoms of scrofula which, though they 
had long since vanished, induced me to give silicea. He received silices^", 
a dose morning and evening, and was cured. In the space of six days he 
lost fourteen pounds in weight. 

Case Ih— Paralysis of ihe Throcd. 

Mr. B., aged thirty-three years, dark hair and skin, a mechanic, had been 
suffering for years from a difficulty of the throat. A tickling in the left 
side of the throat, producing a short dry cough, which wav aggravated by 
reading, singing, or any use of the voice. £ven listening to any one 
reading aloud would induce the same disposition to cough. Hoaiseness, 
at times entire loss of voice. The whole difficulty was referred to a small 
spot on the left side of the throat, a sensation as from something sticking 
in that spot, and which cannot be removed. 

All the symptoms were relieved by eating, the patient often remarking 
that if he could eat all the time he should feel well. 

He was emaciated, debilitated and evidently' sinking under the disease. 
The case had preserved its characteristic individuality for years, although 
it had been treated with the caustics usually employed by the old school. 
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Lacheeis'**, a dose every morning and evening, was administered for a 
few days. To the great astonishment of the patient, all his symptoms as 
above related gradually disappeared. He can now sing, read or talk 
aloud with his original strength of voice, and two years have elapsed since 
he received the medicine. There has been no recurrence of the disease. 

Cask III. — Partial Paralysis. 

Mr. K., aged twenty-eight years, of a dark complexion, with black hair 
and eyes, had been suffering, when I was called to see him, for fourteen 
days from an attack of typhoid fever, under allopathic treatment. I found, 
September 10, 1863, as follows: tongue very yellow, clean and smooth, 
partially paralyzed He swallowed and articulated with great diflScultyj 
had a dry, short cough, with lameness of the chest; partial paralysis of the 
left side ; the arm and leg were left wherever the nurse might chance to 
place them ; motion caused great pain. He muttered while asleep ; had 
but little thirst; pulse small and rapid; bowels hopelessly constipated. 
After a careful examination of the case, I could think of no other remedy 
but lachesis, of which I gave the twelfth, one drop in water every three 
hours. 

On visiting the patient next day, I found he had passed a better night, 
and his symptoms were all better. I continued the same remedy for six 
days, when my patient was convalescent, able to sit up and to walk about 
a little. 

Case IV. — Cardialgia. 

Mrs. v., forty years of age, had had cardialgia for several months. I 
Ibiind her pale and much emaciated. She had been pronounced hopelessly 
ill of tubercular consumption, although she had no cough. She had the 
most excruciating pain; commencing in the region of the stomach and 
radiating over the entire chest and bowels, relieved by eating, but return- 
ing from one to three hours afterwards with great severity. I gave 
lach.", three powders each day, and saw the patient again on the third 
day. To my great joy she was comparatively well, had had no paroxysm, 
and since the second dose none whatever. Two years have now elapsed 
and she has had no recurrence of the pain but enjoys very good health. 

I may state summarily that I have found lachesis of greatest value in 
the treatment of hydrothorax with swelling of the feet and dyapnosa, espe- 
cially when the trunk is raised and bent forward; in erysipelas with a ten- 
dency to gangrene ; in deep sloughing erysipelatous ulcers and also in 
chronic bronchial catarrh. Lastly, I have found it indispensable in 
diphtheria. 

Cask V. — Unequal Development of Twins. 
In the town of Lysander, Onondaga Co., during the month of January, 
1864, after a natural labor, Mrs. A. was delivered of a fully developed and 
perfectly healthy child. She made a good convalescence and was about 
the house within the usual period. After the lapse of about seven or eight 
weeks, she was again seized with labor pains and delivered of a second 
child as perfect in every particular as the former. The mother and both 
children were, at last accounts, alive and in good health. The case is well 
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known thronghont the neighborhood, and the above statement can be per- 
fectly authenticated in every particular. 

Case VI. — Neuralgia of the Testicle. 
Mr. W., a large, robust, healthy man, about fifty years of age, of phleg- 
matic temperament, light complexion, blue eyes and mild disposition, was 
attacked with a violent, pulling, drawing pain in the left testicle, following 
along the course of the spermatic chord and spreading out in the abdomen. 
I found the patient lying on his back, rolling to and fro and complaining 
bitterly of the severity of the pain. He suffered from chilliness most of the 
time, with little fever and no thirst. Ho despaired of recovery ; indeed it 
was a perfect case of melancholy with the settled conviction that the dis- 
ease was incurable. Yet the case was cured with one prescription of Pul- 
satilla*. Ten pellets in half a glass of water gave relief after the first 
dose ; after the third ho fell asleep, and on continuing the same medicine 
two or three days, he was discharged cured. 

Cask VII. — Pneumonia — Eepaixzation. 
Mr. P., a lad of sixteen, of nervous, bilious temperament, dark hair and 
eyes, had been suffering for several weeks, with morning chills and even- 
ing fever, dry cough, hoarsenesss, short breath, oppression of the chest, 
night sweats, darting pains through the left side to the shoulder. Auscul- 
tation and percussion revealed dullness of the left lung; cough violent on 
arising in the morning; sleep restless and troubled; patient was low- 
spirited, was emaciated, and had morning sweats with failing strength. 
The friends feared that consumption had already become seated, and the 
writer was alarmed lest hepatization had gone too far to be arrested bj 
remedial agents. With the hope of relieving the patient, we prescribed 
Bulphur** one dose morning and evening for four*days, and allowed it to 
act for some time. Improvement began in a few days, the symptoms dis- 
appeared gradually, and in the space of three or four weeks, he was cured. 
He had no other medicine. 

Cask YUl.— Typhoid Diarrhcea, 

Mrs. L., a middle-aged lady, with light hair and eyes, and freckled face, 
sanguine temperament, had been laboring under an attack of dysenteric 
fever for ten days, and had taken many of the usual specifics for that dis- 
ease without benefit. The writer (ound her suffering from the following 
symptoms: 

Frequent small, muco-sanguinolent stools with fever of a typhoid type; 
much stupor and low muttering delirium; partial paralysis of the tongue; 
articulation very difficult; deglutition very difficult, and only when aroused 
from stupor, which is so great as to require considerable effort to awaken 
her. I well remember the anxiety that we felt in this case, for it was in 
a family that knew nothing of homoeopathy, and consequently had bnt 
little confidence in its practise.' Acidum muriaticum was given, and to 
the great surprise of the family cured the patient. No other medicine was 
needed in the case. 
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Case IX. — Left Ovarian Tumor. 
Miss W., a maiden lady of twenty-five years, applied to me for treat- 
ment of inflammation and induration of the left ovary. The organ was 
enlarged so much as to be distinctly felt through the abdominal walls. 
There was some tenderness to the touch and motion, caused pain in the 
tumor. Several remedies were given with only temporary benefit, when 
as a last resort lachesis" effected improvement in a few days, and after a 
few weeks' use of the same remedy, the patient was discharged cured.* 

Case X. — Typhus Nervosa. 

Miss R., a young lady of about twenty years of age, of good constitu* 
tion, dark hair and eyes, cured of an attack of typhus nervosa by lachesis**. 
She suffered extreme nervous sensibility with little pain; her tongue was 
red and spots like erysipelas would appear for a short time on the face and 
neck and then reappear on the next day. 

The above cases were all cared by single remedies after having been 
unsuccessfully treated in various ways. It may not be possible to cure all 
the patients who come under our care with one remedy, but we believe 
they are most successful who prescribe only one remedy at a time. It 
gives us the advantage of knowing with which remedy we cure and with 
which we fail. We look upon this as a vital point, aud the principle on 
which we gain all our knowledge of the law of cure. 

The following cases of congestion of the posterior lobe of the brain, 
cured by aconite, alone, may give some idea of the value of this remedy 
in typhoid, as well as inflammatory conditions of the brain: 

Case XI. — Cephalitis. 

Mr. L., a farmer, forty years of age, of sanguine, nervous temperament, 
rather dark complexion, was attacked, July 20, 1863, with slight chills, 
burning heat, vertigo, heavy throbbing in the back and lower part of the 
head, trembling of the limbs and general prostration. These symptoms 
continued several days, when he gave up and took to his bed, saying that 
his head was so heavy he could not hold it up. At this stage of the dis- 
ease, I found the patient in bed, closely covered, sweating profusely, with 
red face and pulse soft, slow and easily compressed, sometimes sinking 
as low as forty. He wore an anxious expression, laid on his back perfectly 
prostrated, and could not move the head without increasing the pain, 
which was a heavy throbbing in the posterior lobe of the brain, with severe 
stitches, on motion, running through the temporal regior. The throat and 
mouth were dry; skin burning hot, covered with sweat, and chilly when- 
ever exposed to the air. 

After administering several remedies without avail, I was induced to 
try aconite. The symptoms which led to this selection were the hearj 
throbbing and stitches through the head, the stupor, though that was 
not very marked, and the violent pressure upon the brain, as evidenced by 
the sluggish pulse. Aconite*, decimal attenuation, drop doses in water, 
every hour at first, gave almost immediate relief. The patient was able 
to sit up in a few days and had a rapid and almost perfect convalescencOii 
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Cass XU^-^CerebiiiM. 

Mr. T.f also a farmer, of a mixture of the nervous and sanguine temper- 
ments, had lost much sleep in attending upon his wife, who had recentlj 
died with cerebral typhus. After a long precursory stage, he was pros- 
trated at once with violent pain, principally in the back part of the head. 
He was unable to leave his bed, on account of the violent burniDf^, throb- 
bing pain in the back and base of the head. Other symptoms were, vertigo, 
dry, red tongue, thirst, frequent chills, full, sluggitih pulse, pounding awaj 
at the rate of forty per minute, and almost constant perspiration with 
debility. 

Belladonna controlled the symptoms for a time, but they soon returned 
with all their former violence. Aconite* was then given in drop doses, 
every two hours, three or four times, and then at longer intervals. As in 
the first case, improvement followed almost immediately. The pulse 
softened and rose to seventy-five in a short time; the perspiration ceased 
gradually, and the violent pain in the head soon subsided. lu six days, I 
was able to pronounce him cured. These cases occurred in a district 
where typhus in its various forms had prevailed during the entire season. 

ARTICLE XXXVIII. 

Report on Clinical Medicme. Cases from Practice. Diseases of Children. Bj C. E. 

SwiPT, M. D., of Auburn. 

In reporting on diseases of children I present a few cases that I hare 
treated, and which I deem of sufficient interest to present to the Society. 

Diphtheria which has caused so much anxiety and careful watchfullness 
among both parents and physicians, and which has proved so fatal in some 
parts of our State should be noticed. I need not take up time with a historj 
or description of this disease, for we all understand what the disease is; 
although I fear that we do not all know how to cure it in all its forms. 
My c^bjcct, at this time, is to make a statement of a few cases which hate 
come under my care, and in which I have found the action of the medicine 
so prompt in each case, that I feel it a duty I owe to the profession to report 
them to this society. I would first call your attention to the successful 
treatment of diphtheria with muriatic acid. 

Cask I. — Muriatic Acid in the Treatment of DiphtheTria, 
I was called, on Wednertday, September IGth, 1863, to see a child aged 
eight years, who was taken the day before with diphtheria. The Rymptomi 
were as follows ; pulse accelerated ; slight fever ; both tonsils and uvaU 
red, congested and swollen with patclies of false membrane on both tonsils, 
of a clieese-like appearance ; general prostration ; tongue coated yellowish 
white ; no appetite, slight thirst. I gave belladonna' and mercurius prot' 
iod.', in alternation every two hours. Next day (Hth), no change, treat- 
ment continued. 

18th. Patient seemed somewhat better. 

19th. Found the child worse and the disease tending toward the potrid 
type. Trembling of the hands ; nose bleed, blood dark and putrid ; great 
prostration ; restless, with slight delirium ; very little rash and the pecolitf 
putrid smell which always attends this disease in its worst form. I pre 
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scribed muriatic acid, in solution, five drops to a quarter of a tnmbler of 
water, a teaapoonful every hour. 

aoth. Patient improved; treatment continued; dose every two hours. 

2l8t. Still improving ; medicine continued. 

22d. Improving finely ; dose every three hours, and I gave no other 
medicine but the acid, until the patient was dismissed. I never saw a 
more marked and prompt action of a remedy in this disease than was 
obtained from muriatic acid in this case, and I have no doubt that it saved 
the life of the child. 

Cask II. 

February 1, 1864, I was sent for to visit two patients in the same family, 
the father aged 45 years and the son 13 years of age. About a week pre- 
vious a little daughter had been taken with diphtheria, was treated by an 
allopathic physician, and had died that morning. She was then lying in 
the house. The father and son had been sick some two or three days. 
The father I found in the following condition : 

Slight fever ; pulse slow and weak ; little thiinst; tongue coated, thick 
yellowish white; uvula and tonsils swollen, red and covered with h thick 
whitish false membrane; putrid smelling breath, with sordes on the teeth; 
a complete sore or scabby condition of the lips, enclosing the mouth; more 
or less rash on the body and limbs; nose bleed evlery few hours; blood dark 
and fetid. I gave muriatic acid*, in solution, a dose every hour. Next 
day (April 2d), symptoms about the same; continued same treatment. 

April 8d. Decided improvement; medicine continued; a dose every three 
hours. 

4th. Doing well ; same treatment. 

5th. Improving fast; a dose every few hours; medicine the same. 

6th. Patient convalescent, and discharged next day cured. 

Case III. 

The boy's symptoms were as follows : Considerable fever; red and 
swelled uvula and tonsils, with slight membranous deposit; pulse weak 
and rather quick; bloated face; pain in the lower limbs; feet swelled and 
painful; no rash. Prescribed belladonna* and mercurius protiod.*, in alter- 
nation, every two hours. 

April 2d. Less pain in the limbs and feet, but restless; throat some- 
what better; less redness; some appearance of rash. Gave mercurius 
protiod. and rhus tox., in alternation, every two hours. 

3d. Found the patient as follows: Breath putrid; nose bleed; blood 
dark and fetid; dark crust upon the lips, and a light scarlet rash upon the 
whole person ; great prostration and slight thirst. I prescribed muriatic 
acid*, in solution; a dose every houf. 

4th. Patient much better; tre^iiuient coutinu^d. 

6th. Boy doing well; medicine the same; dose every three hours. 

6tk About well; sametreiB^ment; diacbarged on tJbe 7th cured. 

I have no doubt from the success that I have had with muriatic acid in 
diphtheria, that it is one of the best remedies we have in the treatment of 
this disease, when its tendency is to run into the putrid form, and I feel 
safe in recommending it to the members of this society who have not 
already tried it. 
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Casb IV. — CongeMion of the Brain, 

In the summer of 1860 I was caHcd to see a child, aged about fifteen 
months, which had been treated by two allopathic physicians for acote 
inflammation of the brain. The child bad been under their care for some 
ten days and they had given it up to die, and told the parents there was 
no help for it. I found the child .lying upon its back, boring with the head 
into the pillow; the pupils dilated and insensible to the sight; head hot; 
much thirst; clawing of the head with the right hand and knitting of the 
brows; had laid in this condition for several days. I prescribed for the 
child with great reluctance, and told the parents that I did r.ot think I 
could save it, but would try. Gave belladonna'* and helleborus**, in alter- 
nation, every three hours. Next day no change; continued same treat- 
ment; in forty-eight hours found a slight improvement; the third day 
decided change for the better; child could see and all its symptoms better. 
Continued the belladonna and hellebore at lengthened interval, until the 
child was dismissed cured. 

Case V. 

Hydrothorax. — Three years ago I was sent for to visit a boy, about 12 
years of age, and found him with t'le following symptoms: He was troubled 
with a dry cough; the lips bluish and bloated; could not lie down; diffi- 
culty of breathing, with eflFusion of water in the chest. I gave arsenic, 
helleborus and digitalis without any marked effect. Then I prescribed 
apis mel.' in two drop doses, every two hours. In twenty-four hi;ur8 some 
little improvement, in forty-eight decidedly better. Same medicine con- 
tinued, and a dose every four hours, and in the course of two weeks I dis- 
missed the patient cured. 

Cask VI. — Po9i Scarlatinal Dropsy. 
About the 10th of March, 1864, I treated a child, aged three years, for 
scarlet fever, and dismissed it the latter part of March. On the 1st of April 
was called again to see the same child, and found him with anasarca. I 
learned upon enquiry that during the afternoon before the child had been 
suffered to lie upon the floor with the door and window open, a))d, draft of 
air blowing upon him, he had taken cold. His condition was as follows : 
pulse quick and feeble; urine scanty; inability to lie down; dyspnoBa; 
abdomen distended: great prostration and general dropsy. Gave an*, alb. 
and helleborus, for twenty-four hours, without relief. Then prescribed apis 
mel.*, in solution, every hour. Patient relieved after the second dose, which 
improvement continued under the use of apis mel., at lengthened periods, 
until the child was cured. 



ARTICLE XXXIX. 

report on Clinical Medicine. Caseof Anasarca. By H. Robikboit, Sr., M. D., Anbom. 

Mrs. J., about fifty years of age, of a leu co-phlegmatic temperament-, has 
I ecu affiicted for many years with an ulcer on her ankle, the result of a 
phlc'j^matic inflammation after the birth of one of her children. Aft r ex- 
liaimting the allopathic school and the whole range of "patent medicines'' 
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to heal this nicer, she abandoned the whole, and trusted to nature and 
bandaging for relief, but no material relief followed. 

I was called to see her in the month of February (she lives about ten 
miles out of the city). I found her in the following condition: General 
dropsy; the cellular tissues completely infiltrated; by taking hold and 
pressing upon her limbs the water could be felt in the cellnlar membrane; 
around the eyes and under them was almost clear as crystals; the urinary 
Becrction was almost suppressed (not over a gill or half a pint being passed 
in the course of twenty-four hours); the abdomen was very much distended, 
and the chest was so much involved in the general disorganization that she 
was unable to lie down, but was raised about 45^; bowels were costive; 
thirst almost insupportable. 

Taking a general view of this case, her age and temperament, and all 
the circumstances attending it, I could see but little prospect of a recovery; 
if any it would be under arsenicum, and tliis of a high attenuation. I there- 
fore selected the ^OOth potency, eight globules dissolved in two onnces of 
water, and directed to give a teaspoonful morning and evening. I gave 
the first dose about 10 o'clock a. m.; she took another dose that evening as 
directed. I left her with the promise of visiting her again in ten days if I 
did not hear from her before the expiration of that time. 

At the time appointed, I visited my patient, and to my great astonish- 
ment, every symptom of dropsy had disappeared. She told me, that the 
evening of the day I first saw her, the secretion of the urine had nearly 
doubted, and continued to increase until she passed from four to six quarts 
per day. 

On my second visit, the urinary secretion was normal, her bowels regular, 
and she could lie down as usual and walk about the room. I suspended 
all medication for a week or more. On my third visit, I examined the 
ulcer, and found it in a more healthy condition than it had been for a long 
time. I gave her another dose of arsenicum*'*, then silicea"*' once a week, 
for three or four doses, then hcpar sulphur***, which completed the cure of 
the ulcer. 

Thus with this remedy alone, she was cured of every symptom of dropsy, 
and restored to her general health ;. and with the aid of silicea"*, and of 
hepar sulphur*** she was cured of an ulcer of over thirty years standing. 



ARTICLE XL. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. A Case of Pbelebitis. By H. Robinsok, Jb., M. D., of 

Auburn. 

Mrs. W., aged sixty years, of a nervous temperament, was taken on the 
26th of March last, with a severe chill which was succeeded by a fever. 
Thinking it was simply a cold she sent to my office for a prescription, when 
I sent her aconite, and gave instructions to send for me in the morning if 
she was no better. She, residing six miles in the country, did not send for 
me until the 27th, when the following symptoms were present : 

Symptoms. Great pain in the right leg, from the knee to the hip, much 
swollen and quite sensitive to the touch. The cutaneous veins were hard, 
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swollen, knotty and painful. The skin erysipelatous, pulse 120, small and 
wiry ; much thirst, no appetite, bowels coHtive, urine red and scanty, 
patient feeling much debilitated. I prescribed aconite* and belladonna', to 
be taken alternately every three hours. 

March 28th. In visiting my patient I found her no better. The same 
symptoms were present as yesterday, with an increase of erysipelatous in- 
flammation. The redness of the skin, and the varicose appearance of the 
veins, had extended to the abdomen. I now gave.bclladonna* aiid palsa- 
tilla\ alternating every three hours. 

March 29th. The symptoms same as yesterday, veins of the abdomen 
hard like cords, skin red and swollen, urine suppressed, great debility^ 
pulse 120, pain increased by being moved, and in the kidneys. Gave 
hamamelis virginiana*, five drops in a goblet half full of water, a table- 
spoonful every three hours. 

March 30th. Had passed a more comfortable night. Pulse 100 ; urine 
still suppressed ; the abdomen very hard and red (bright red) ; pain less 
severe and the veins not as distinctly felt. Continued hamamelis I. It 
being very diflScult for me to call the next day, I gave instructions to send 
me word if no better. 

April 1st. Found my patient sitting up. The abdomen softer; the veins 
losing their whipcord feeling ; no pain except on pressure; urine returned, 
yet scanty ; thirst less ; appetite still absent ; pulse 95. Same treatment. 

April Cth to 22d. The improvement under the tise. Hamamelis con- 
tinued, and on visiting ray patient on the 22d, I discontinued its use and 
dismissed her as cured. 

Here let me remark, that from the time that hamamelis was first given, 
improvement began, which did not flag until complete restoration. The 
pathogenesis of hamamelis being so very meagre, it was with much hesita- 
tion that I prescribed it ; but after studying my case very closely, I could 
find no remedy that seemed more plainly indicated. I gave it, and had the 
satisfaction of witnessing its action in this rare disease with a splendid 
result. 



ARTICLE XLI. 

Report on CUnical Medicine. Case of Chronic Epididymitis. By Hbnbt D. Painb, 

M. D., ofNewr York. 

Chronic inflammation, enlargement and induration of the epididymus of 
the left side, of three years standing — the result (probably) of suppressed 
gonorrhxBa. Patient aged 40, otherwise in good health. Painful tender- 
ness of the part, extending to and involving the chord for half or three- 
quarters of an inch; sense of weight and dragging in the scrotum, even 
when supported, with depression of spirits and misanthropy. Anaprhodisia. 

For nine months he had taken thuja, from the 12th to the 200th dil., 
without apparent effect. The case yielded at last, after three months 
treatment, to the same remedy in drop doses (daily) of the mother tincture. 
The improvement in the mental state has been as decided as in the phy- 
sical syHiptoms. No return of the trouble for five or six months, and the 
case may, I think, be considered fairly cured. 



1 
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COLUMBIA COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE XLIL 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members. 
Officers elected October 4, 1864. 

Dr. Abijah P. Cook Hudson President. 

T. T. Calkins Coxsackie Vice President. 

E. HuUey Hudsoti Secretary. 

Philip W. Mull Ghent Treasurer. 

Censorn, 

Dr. L. B. Hawley Kmderhook Columbia county. 

James F. Philip .... Claverack; do 

T. T. Calkins CoxBackie Greene county. 

DeiegaJUtB to the StaJl£ Baniceapaihic Medical Society. 
Drs. E. Holley, T. T. Calkins. 

Committees^ 
Dr. K. V. S. Bligbton, Diseases of Children. 
E. Holley, Materia Mcdica. 
* P. W. Mull, Surgical Cases. 

J. S. Philip, Prevailing Epidemics. . 

A. P. Cook, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women 

J. F. Philip and W. H. Barnes, Cases from Practice. 

Men^rs. 

Dr. Abijah P. Cook Hudson Columbia county. 

E. Holley do do 

James F. Philip ... Claverack do 

Philip W. Mull Ghent do 

W H. Barnes Spencertown do 

T. T. Calkins Coxsackie Greene county. 

J. S. Philip Catskill do 

The annual meeting is held on the first Tuesday of October; the ovrnv- 
annual on the Orst Tuesday of May. 
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CHAUTAUQUA COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Article 43. List of Officers, Delepates, Committees, and MemberR, 1865. 
44. Introduction and Prof^ress of HomcBopathy in Chautauqua 
County. B}- Elial T. Foote, M. D., of New Haven, Cunn. 

ARTICLE XLIIL 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees, and Members, 1865. 
Officers elected June, 1865. 

Dr. Cornelias Ormes Jamestown President 

John T. Blakely Dunkirk Vice-President. 

Asa S. Couch Scc^y acd Treasarer. 

Cejisara. 

Dr. E. L. Lakin . . . • • Sherman Chautauqua county. 

George A. Hall Westfield do 

A. F. Ward Jamestown do 

B. J. Curtiss Mayville do 

F. D. Ormes Pauama do 

Delegates to the Slate Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
Dr. W, S. fledges, Dr. George A. Hall. 

Commitlees. 
Drs. A. F. Ward, George A. Hall, R. J. Curtiss, Bureau for the ImproTC- 
nient of Materia Medica. 
J. T. Blakeney, George A. Hall, A. S. Couch, Clinical Medicine. 
Dr. C. P. Graves, Diphtheria, 
A. S. Coucb Surgery. 

E. L. Lakin, Diseases of the Throat. 
J. T. Blakeny, Ulcers. 

F. D. Ormes, New Remedies. 

Jfembers. 

Dr. Cornelius Ormes Jamestown Chautauqua county. 

W. S. Hedges do do 

A.F.W^ard do do 

John T. Blakeney Dunkirk do 

Asa S. Couch Fredonia .•..•••*. do 

George A. Hall Westfield do 

C. P. Graves Clymer do 

II. J. Curtiss Mayville do 

F. D. Ormes Panama do 

Charles Parker do do 

E. L. Lakin Sherman do 

E. T. Brown Sinclearville do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held on the third Tues- 
day of June; other meetings at the call of the president, on the writtea 
request of three members. 
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ARTICLE XLIV. 

Introduction and Progress of Homoeopathy in Chautanqae County. By Elial T. 
FooTE, M. D., of New Haven, Conn. 

ffb the HbmceopcUhic Medical Society of the Stale of New York : 

It is now nearly fifty years since I settled as a physician at Jamestown, 
Chautauqua county, the village being then iu the wilderness without a 
name. The entire county at that time probably contained fewer inhabit- 
ants than some of its towns at this time. 

For many years I have been in the habit of preserving facts relative to 
early settlements and early settlers in the county, that the information 
thus preserved might remain for future generations. 

I have recently communicated to the New York State Medical Society 
my reminiscencea relating to the early settlements and early physicians of 
Chautauqua county, and the organization of its medical society, which I sup- 
pose will be published in the Transactions of the present year. That com- 
munication gives a history of medical matters and physicians from the 
BOttlement of the first physician in the county up to 1818 inclusive. 

At the request of members of your Society, I now propose to communi- 
cate to the Society facts relative to the origin and history of homoeopathy 
and homcBOpathic physicians in that county. 

In the summer of 1833, Joseph Birnstill, M. D., a homoeopathic physician 
recently from Germany and a graduate from a German university, came to 
Dunkirk, N. Y., and commenced practice. At that time the term homoeo- 
pathy had scarcely been heard of in the county, and even where known 
was received only with ridicule. Dr. Birnstill was " stranger in a strange 
land," and most unfortunately his knowledge of the English language was 
BO limited that he could converse intelligibly only in the German language 
or by an interpreter. At that time there was hardly a person in the 
county that could speak the German language. Dr. Birnstill made some 
prescriptions, mostly in chronic cases, and it is said, was quite successful. 

After about eight months he removed to Westfield, and commenced 
practice in that village. He was gradually acquiring the English lan- 
guage, and his business increased, especially iu chronic cases that bad 
been abandoned as hopeless by other physicians. Still he met with no 
sympathy from other physicians, and in about two years he removed to 
Bufialo, but after spending a few months there, he returned to Westfield 
and resumed practice there. He had performed some cures which were 
too palpable to be doubted, and some intelligent families had entire con- 
fidence in his method of practice and recommended him to others. Ho 
finally applied to the Chautauqua County Medical Society for membership, 
and presented his parchment evidence, duly authenticated, of his having 
received the degree of doctor in medicine, but I well recollect he wa^ 
rejected solely on the ground of his homoeopathic practical views. He 
was threatened with penal prosecution for illegal practice under the statute, 
for as the law then stood^ he was liable to prosecution and a fine. Still he 
continued to prescribe, and I know from gentlemen of the highest respect- 
ability, tht he performed some important cures, which ought to have done 
honor to any physician ; and but for his poverty and foreign birth, together 
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with the ridicule of allopathic physicians, he would have risea in public 
estimatioti and favor, but he finally became discouraged and removed to 
Erje, Pa., in 1839, and thence to Massillon, Ohio, where he lost his health. 
Finally he removed to Massachusetts, where he has had a good practice. 
He now resides at Newton Corner, Ms. I resided thirty miles from the 
place of his labors in Chautauqua county. To David Eaton, Esq., of Port- 
land, one of the earliest pioneer settlers of the county and a gentleman of 
intelligence, candor and integrity, who was acquainted with Dr. B. and 
some of the cases he cured, I am indebted for many of the facts here 
related. After Dr. Birnstill left Westficld, the county was for some time 
without a homceopathic physician, still the cures he had unquestionably 
performed made their impression on many intelligent respectable families 
who much regretted his departure. 

Dr. Alfred W. Gray, the son of Judge John Gray, was born in Sherburne, 
N. Y., in 1802, and removed with his parents to Sheridan, N. Y., in 1818. 
He read medicine in Madison, Ohio, and was licensed by the Ohio State 
Medical Society in 1823. He married in Chautauqua county and removed 
to Brownville, N. Y., where he became a member of the Jefferbon County 
(N. Y.) Medical Society, and had an extensive prac;iice from 1825 to 1832. 
He was an elder in the Presbyterian church, esteemed as a physician and 
Christian. He finally felt it his duty to preach the gospel, and was licensed 
and ordained by a Presbytery, and removed to Ashville, Chautauqua 
county, and he labored acceptably and efficiently as a pastor in the churches 
of Ashville, Panama and Portland for about twelve years, duing which 
time he was .in the habit of occasionally making prescriptions, and meeting 
physicians in council, gratuitously, among his parishioners and friends. 

While pastor of the church at Portland, he saw two important cases 
successfully treated by Dr. Birnstill, among his parishioners, which he and 
other physicians had pronounced hopeless, yet he hesitated about the prin- 
ciples of homoeopathy, although ** almost persuaded." 

Dr. Wolcott, a practising physician in Portland, and residing near Dr. 
Gray, saw the preceding cases treated by Dr. Birnstill, and concurred in 
the opinion of Dr. Gray that they were triumphant cases for homosopathy. 

In 1841, John F. Gray, M. D., of New York, visited bis father and rela- 
tives in Chautauqua county, and his brother, Dr. Gray, of Portland. While 
on this visit to his brother he laid before him and his neighbor. Dr. Wol- 
cctt, his views of homosopathy, and left with his brother some books and 
a case of medicine. They read the books but still doubted. The scarlet 
fever finally prevailed in the neighborhood in a severe form, and Dr. Wol- 
cott treated it allopathically as usual, but it proved very mortal, and Dr. 
Gray advised to treat some cases homoeopathically. He consented to do 
it if he would consullwith him as to the remedies to be used; this was 
agreed to, and they read and prescribed as well as they could, with better 
success than from the old mode of practice. Yet they hesitated about 
adopting homoeopathy, and were as Gen' I Root used to say of hesitating 
politicians, in ** a state of betweenity." 

In 1843 Dr. Gray's voice so far failed that it became evident that ho 
would probably be compelled to leave off preaching, and being dependent 
oa Uis labor to support his family, he naturally had his mind turned towards 
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his original profession, and although still preaching, he read homoeopathic 
books attentively, and procured others which he examined critically. 

In 1844, his weakness of voice continuing, he resigned his pastoral rela- 
tion to the church in Portland, and was honorably dismissed. He then 
commenced the practice of homoeopathy in the neighborhood where he had 
been preaching for years, with a success that inspired him with confidence 
to persevere. Dr. Wolcott was also treating at least a portion of his 
patients homoeopathically. Dr. Gray was frequently called into different 
towns professionally among his acquaintances, and his practice was con- 
stantly increasing in extent and reputation. Dr. Wolcott was also fre- 
quently called to other towns to those desirous of testing the new system. 

In the fall of 1845, Dr. Gray removed to Jamestown, then the largest 
villltge in the county, and commenced homoeopathic practice there. About 
the same time Dr. Wolcott removed to the pleasant village of Westfield, 
where Dr. Birnstill was formerly located, and established himself as a 
homoeopathic physician, and soon was constantly employed and his circuit 
extending. 

Dr. L. M. Kcnyon, an old school physician of Westfield, who had been 
investigating homoeopathy, under the instruction of Dr. Gray, soon came 
out in favor of the system, and, in July, 1846, he and -Dr. Woolcott formed 
a partnership and ha^an extensive practice. During the summer, Dr. Wool- 
cott had repeated attacks of bleeding from the lungs that led him finally, 
but with reUictantance, to leave the Lake Shore and its winds and remove 
to Whitehall, N. Y., leaving a numerous circle of friends, and Dr. Kenyon 
as the only homoeopathic physician north of the " Ridge " in the county, 
and with a practice that crowded him constantly. Dr. William Grosvenor 
Woolcott was born in Shoreham, Vt, September 28, 1828; studied medi- 
cine with W. A. Hitchcock, M. D., of Shoreham; attended a course of 
medical lectures at Castlcton, and graduated at the Berkshire Medical 
Institution in the fall of 1839. Adopted homoeopathy in 1843. He is now 
practicing homoeopathy at Whitehall, N. Y., where he has resided about 
seventeen years. I understand he has had a good practice and is highly 
esteemed as a physician and citizen. 

But to return to Dr. Gray at Jamestown, his business was constantly 
increasing, and, he being a man naturally kind and genial, and of acknow- 
ledged integrity and piety, led many to test the new system of practice 
under his prescriptions; and ho was frequently called into other towns to 
consult with physicians of the old school, and some sent chronic cases 
to him for treatment, which led other physicians to investigate the princi- 
ples and success of homoeopathy under his instructions, and some of them 
became converts to the new system, and changed their mode of practice. 

Dr. William S. Hedges, of Jamestown, who was in good business there, 
was one of the earliest converts to homoeopathy, and soon united with Dr. 
Gray as a partner, and they were connected in business with an extensive 
practice until Dr. Gray removed from Jamestown. Among the physicians 
of the allopathic school, who became converts to homoeopathy, were Drs. 
Cornelius Ormes, M. D., Roswell F. Van Buren. E. T. Poote, M. D., Ben- 
jamin Potwine, Charles Parker, L. M. Kenyon, and Dr. Crossfield, of May- 
ville. It was not through the mere personal influence of Dr. Gray that led 
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those gentlemen to abandon the old system of practice nnder which they 
had been used; far from it. He was untiring in his efforts to present the 
subject to them and induce them to test the beneficial effects of homoeo- 
pathic remedies until they should become convinced of the superiority of 
the system by actual practice with their own patients. 

Of the facts thus far related, I had some general knowledge as a physi- 
cian and citizen of the county; but, having removed to the city of New 
Haven, I have relied upon my medical friends for much of the subsequent 
history. 

In 1850, the first homoeopathic medical society, in Western New York, 
was organized at Buffalo, which then included the homoaopathic physicians 
of Chautauqua county; and Dr. A. W. Gray was chosen its president. I 
am unable, however, to give the history of that organization or the nafnes 
of the other ofiScers. I trust that some one, having a knowledge of the 
facts, will furnish the histoiy for the State Society. 

No mere narrative of events can do justice to the pioneers who estab- 
lished homoBopathy and gave it character and repute in Chautauqua county. 
All of them were educated under the old school system and firmly wedded 
to its principles. They had but to go on in the beaten track and they 
would be supported by all the elements which enter into it and make a 
part of an old and firmly established system. It ij perhaps one of the 
most trying circumstances in a man's life to change his views and practice 
against preconceived opinions; hence many a man has struggled against 
conscientious convictions of duty, rather than yield and gain the reputa* 
tion of having changed his views and practice. 

I entered the allopathic ranks as a practitioner, having been duly licensed 
for that purpose, more tlian forty-nine years since. I hava many valued 
friends in that denomination whose friendship I highly prize; whose integ- 
rity and sincerity, as to their modes of practice, I do not question. They 
are generally contented to enjoy their own opinion, and concede to me an 
equal right. I was equally confirmed with them in their views for more 
than twenty-five years, and remained so until 1^8^ the practice. I think 
I never should have been convinced by reading. I was like unbelieving 
Thomas, who declared he would not believe the testimony of his brethren, 
but must have the evidence of his own senses. 

I do not believe there are many physicians of any denomination so 
depraved and corrupt, and so lost to all feelings of humanity and honor aa 
not to administer medicines in a way they conscientiously believe best cal- 
culated to relieve their suffering patients. A physician that would prac- 
' tice otherwise would be at the lowest depths of depravity, and deserving 
a halter. While physicians honestly practice on the same principles (I did 
for many years), shall I ostracise them while they treat me rather as an 
erring brother than one guilty of crime ? No, never. I will constantly 
bear in mind the doctrine of that great statesman and patriot, that it is 
"not every difference of opinion that is a difference of principle;" that 
" error may be tolerated, while reason is left free to combat it." How can 
I best convince my honorable opponent of his error — by ostracism or kind- 
ness ? Let experience answer. 

Must it ever remain, that the medical profession shall be noted for the 
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bittorness of its quarrels aod the illiberality of their intercourse ? How 
unlike the legal profession; how different from our clerical brethren I With 
them, Christian inttTcourse among different religious denominations of 
Christians is constantly increasing. A vast change since my recollection, 
when ministers of some denominations were hardly on speaking terms, but 
now exchange pulpits and join in social intercourse, and a kindlier feeling 
is growing more and more manifest, and what good man does not rejoice 
that it is so, and who but a bigot regrets it ? 

I entreat homo^opathists to avoid all petty jealousies among themselves, 
and in all of our correspondence with other denominations of physicians 
treat them kindly; for, although we may conscientiously differ with them 
in opinion, it is not a sufficient reason for unkindness toward those who 
differ with us in sentiment, but are still disposed to meet us in honorable 
competition without ostracism. There is no more justification for intoler- 
ance among different denominations of physicians than different denomina- 
tions of Christians. 

** Doctrines at variance with one another may mutually partake of truth. 
We ought to know that to be orthodox one need not be intolerant. We 
should be advocates of liberal sentiments and feelings; should unite the 
character of the reformer with that of the conservative; and while we 
adhere to certain fixed principles, should leave a broad margin to progress 
and improvement." 

Having made this digression relative to the introduction of homoeopathy 
into Chautauqua county, permit me to give a sketch of early homoeopathic 
physicians in that county. The following homoeopathic physicians have 
originated or practiced in Chautauqua county. 

With most of the early homoeopathic physicians I was personally ac- 
quainted, but with some of the junior members I had no personal acquain- 
tance and have relied on others for information. 

Joseph Birnsill, M. D., was born in Rastadt Duke Baden, Germany, Aug. 
9, 1809; was educated at the Universities of Freyberg and Heidelberg, and 
pursued his medical studies at Wurzburg, Bavaria, under Professor Schon- 
bien, and finally through the influence of the much lamented Griesjelick, 
was converted to homoeopathy, and under him he studied the system. He 
left Germany for political reasons in May, 18331; and landed in New York, 
July 10th of that year. He soon went to Dunkirk, N. Y., among entire 
strangers and almost wholly unacquainted with the English language. 

Cornelius .Ormes, M. D., son of Jonathan, was born in West Haven, Vt., 
Aug. 4, 1807. Bead medicine with Professor Woodward of Castleton, and 
graduated at the Castleton Medical College in 1832, and settled at Panama, 
N. Y., in February, 1833, where he had an extensive practice with bad 
roads and his full share of the hardships of a new country. He became a 
homoBopathist in 1846, and removed to Jamestown in 1861, leaving his son, 
Dr. F. C. Ormes, to succeed him in practice in Panama. 

Dr. Roswell Fen ton Van Buren was the sou of Lambert, and born in 
Broadalbin, N. Y., in 1798. His father and grandfather were natives of 
Kinderhook, N. Y., and relatives of President Van Buren. He studied 
medicine in Schoharie county, and was licensed by the medical society of 
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that county, June 23, 1820. He eettled in Clymer, N. Y., in 1823, and had 
a pretty extensive practice over bad roads, sharing all the hardships of a 
new country, that town then being one of the least improved in the country. 
In 1836 he removed to Frewsburg, N. Y., where he had a good practice 
with better roads and less fatigue than at Clymer. He became a homoeo- 
pathist in 1846. He removed to Wisconsin in 1856, and from thence to 
Cherry Valley, 111., to reside with his son Lambert, where he died suddenly, 
F^b. 24, 1863, aged 62. 

He was a cousin of his Excellency Governor Fenton. Dr. Van Bnren was 
a worthy, temperate, honest man, a good physician, and was highly es- 
teemed by his employers and the community. 

Dr. William S. Hedges, the son of Jonathan, was born in Utica, N. Y., 
June 6, 1814, and removed with his parents in boyhood to Sinclearsville. 
He read medicine with Drs. Stockton and Copp, was licensed by the Chaut- 
auqua County Medical Society, May 6, 1838, and settled at Jamestown, 
where he practiced until 184j6, when he became a homoeopathist. He soon 
formed a partnership with Dr. Alfred W. Gray, and 'continued in business 
with him until he removed to Milwaukie, since which Dr. Hedges has con- 
tinned practice in Jamestown. 

Dr. Benjamin Potwine, of Gerry, was the son of Thomas, and was born 
in East Windsor, Conn., July 24, 1788. He commenced the study of medi- 
cine in 1808, attended a course of medical lectures at Dartmouth Medical 
College, was licensed by the Connecticut Medical Society and practiced 
some years in Connecticut. He removed to the east part of the town of 
Gerry in 1831, and became a horaospathist in 184T. He had a fair share of 
business for one advanced in life and in poor health. He was esteemed as 
a good physician and worthy citizen. He died in Gerry, of a cancer, Aug. 
26, 1852, aged 64. 

Lorenzo Marcellus Kenyon, M. D., the son of Joseph Kenyon, Esq., was 
born in Sheridan, N. Y., in 1821. At the age of ten years he removed with 
his parents to Jamestown. He read medicine with Samuel Foote, M. D. and 
Dr. Hedges, of Jamestown. He was a 3*oung man of studious habits and 
strict integrity — a good student. He Attended medical lectures in Fair- 
field in 1838-9, and subsequently a course of lectures at the Albany Medi- 
cal College. He practiced a short time in Warren and Brokenstraw, Fa., 
with Henry Sargent, M. D., and then settled at Westfield, N. Y., where he 
practiced for many years. In 1846 he became a homoeopathist, and entered 
into partnership with W. G. Wolcott, M. D., but Dr. Wolcott's health fail- 
ing, he removed from Westfield, leaving him alone in an extensive practice, 
which he enjoyed for ten years. He removed to Buffalo in 1856 and entered 
into business with N. H. Warner, M. D., the principal homceopatbic physi- 
cian in that city. Dr. Warner died June 24, 1860, aged 52. Dr. Kenyou 
continued business until his health failed from over exertion, when he was 
compelled to retire for rest until restored to health. He has since returned 
again to practice in Bufl^alo. 

Dr. Charles Parker, the son of Benjamin, was born in Otsego county, N. 
Y., and removed with his parents in infancy to Eilery. He read medicine 
with Dr. Charles B. Burrows, of May ville, attended a course of lectures at 
Fairfield, and commenced practice at Ashville. He subaequently became 
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a homoeopathist, and removed to Fredonia in 184t, where he practiced some 
years, and removed to Forestville. He is now practicing in EUery. 

Dr. D. T. Brown read medicine with G. W. Hazletine, M. D., and Drs. 
Gray and Hedges, of Jamestown, attended lectures at Geneva Medical Col- 
lego, and commenced practice with Dr. Charles Parker, at Fredonia, about 
1848. In 1849 he removed to Kenosha, Wis., where he remained but a 
short time, and then removed to Milwaukie, in the same State, where he 
has been for some years iii good practice. 

Joshua Stone, M. D., was the son of Deacon Eber Stone, of Westfield, N. 
Y. He commenced the study of medicine with L. M. Kenyon, M. D., of his 
native town, in 1849, attended a course of lectures in the Berkshire Medical 
Institution in the summer of 1851, and subsequently a course of lectures at 
the Homoeopathic Medical College in Philadelphia, in 1852, and graduated. 
He settled at St. Johnsbury, Vt., and subsequently married Eliza, the 
daughter of 0. J. Ingersoll, Esq., of Greenfield, Mass., where he soon re- 
moved. He had an extensive practice in St. Johnsbury and Greenfield. 
He was rapidly rising in public estimation when his health failed under a 
pulmonary consumption, and died at Greenfield, September 1, 1859, a youn^ 
man. In talents he was above mediocrity, a well read, intelligent physi- 
cian. He was industrious, persevering, and beloved by his patients and 
the community. In all the relations of life he left an unspotted name, and 
a memory without reproach. His end was peaceful and triumphant. He 
leilt a widow. 

Elisha G. Cook, M. D., is the son of Elisha,. and born in Paris, N. Y., in 
1817, and removed with his parents in youth to Harmony. He commenced 
the study of medicine with Dr. Hedges, of Jamestown; he attended lectures 
in the University of New York in 1846-7, and continued his studies in the 
office of Drs. G^ay and Hedges, in Jamestown; he settled at Fredonia in 
1850, where he had a successful business; he removed from Fredonia to 
Buffalo in 1868, where he is in good practice. He has the degree of M. D. 
from the Cleveland Homoeopathic Medical College. 

Dr. C. L. Stockton, an allopathic physician of Ripley, renounced that 
system in 1848 and commenced the practice of homoeopathy. 

George A. Hall, M. D., of Westfield, commenced the study of medicine 
with Dr. Kenyon, of Westfield, in 1852, and graduated at the Homoeopathic 
Medical College in Philadelphia, in 1856, and succeeded Dr. Ken^n in 
practice at Westfield, and 1 am informed is in excellent business. 

Asa S. Couch, M. D., is the son of Deacon Hiram Couch, of Westfield, 
and was born in that town, read medicine with his uncle, Joshua Stone, 
M. D.; graduated with distinction at the Homoeopathic Medical College at 
Philadelphia, in 1855, and commenced practice in Fredonia in the spring of 
1856, where he is still successful in his profession. 

Dr. £. L. Lakin, the son of Luther Lakin, Esq., read medicine with E. 
G. Cook, M. D., of Fredonia, and settled in Sherman, where he is still in 
practice. 

A. F. Ward, M. D., read medicine with L. M. Kenyon, M, D.; graduated 
at the Homoeopathic Medical College in Cleveland, and is in successful 
practice in Jamestown. 

A. E. Keyes, M. D., studied medicine with Dr. Kenyon; graduated at the 
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Homoeopathic College in Philadelphia, and settled at JaiDestown, but baa 
since left that place, and I am not advised of his present location. 

Dr. J. T. Blackney, who is a native of Ireland, read medicine with Drs. 
Cote and Pennjman, of Pittsburgh, and is now practising at Dunkirk. 

David Q. Curtis, M. D., son of Iliram, was born in Jamestown, where be 
read medicine with Drs. Gray and Hedges; pi'actised a few years in Michi- 
gan; graduated at the Homoeopathic Medical College in St. Louis, and is 
assistant surgeon on a U. S. gunboat on the Mississippi. 

Dr. F. C. Ormes is the son of Cornelius Ormes, M. D., and was born in 
Panama. He read medicine with his father and succeeded him in practice 
at Panama. 

Of Dr. E. S. Brown, of Sinclearsville, I have no particulars; of Dr. R. 
G. Curtis, of Maysville, I have no particulars. Dr. J. G. Phillips read 
medicine with Dr. Stockton, of Ripley, and settled in Sherman. 

Dr. A. 6. Bigelow settled in Maysville about 1851, where be was in 
practice until 1851 ; he then removed to Olean, where he was recently in 
practice. 

^ Dr. Benjamin Keyes read medicine with his brother A. £. Keyes, M. D., 
and settled in Warren, Pa. 

Emory R. Fuller, M. D., commenced the study of medicine with Dr. Ken- 
yon, of Westfield, in 184T, and graduated at the Homoeopathic Medical 
College in CleveUud. I am informed he is in extensive practice at Fort 
Wayne, Indiana. 

I have aimed to give a plain narrative of the introduction of homoaopatby 
in Chautauqua county, and a brief historical sketch of its homoeopatbio 
physicians. Most of tlicm are living, and it would be premature to write 
tbeir biography at this time. If this communication shall serve to wrest 
from oblivion the history I have written, I shall be amply rewarded for my 
pains. Some, of the facts have been collected from distant correspondents 
whose recollections differed, but I trust it will in the main be found txnthr 
ful and reliable. If I have conunitted mistakes, they can now be corrected 
before they become history. 
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DUTCHESS COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

45. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1861-64. 

46. Report of the Dutchess Conuty Homeopathic Medical Society, com* 

prising 

A. Proceedings of the Sixth Meeting, held » , 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Annual Meeting, held November 30, 1864. 

G. Proceedings of the Semi-Annual Meeting, held April 4, 1865. By 
the Secretary, John Hornby, M. D., of roughkeepsie. 
4t. Introduction and Progress of Homoeopathy in Dutchess County. By 

Jbssk F. MKRRrrr, M. D., of Staatsburg^. 
48 Report on Clinical Medicine, Enteric Fever. By Jesse F. Merritt, M. 
D., of Staatsburgh. 

49. Report on Clinical Medicine. Gelseminum in the Treatment of Typhoid 

Fever. By Federal Yakderburoh, M. D., of Rhiuebeck. 

50. Report on Clinical Medicine. Surgical Cases from Practice. By John 

Hornby, U. D., of Poughkeepsie. 

51. Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases from Practice. Diseases peculiar 

to Women and Children. By John Hornby, M. D., of Poughkeepsie. 

ARTICLE XLV. 

list of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1861-64. 

OFFICERS ELECTED NOVEMBER 27, 1861. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, President. 
Ephraim Case, Clinton Corners, Vice-President. 
Ernst Hoffman, Poughkeepsie, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess county. 
Stephen G. Cook, Stapfordsville, do 
Jcase F. Merritt^ Staatsburgh do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMGBOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh. Dr. Ernst Hoffman. 

coMMrrrBES. 
Dr. F. Vanderburgh, Theory and Practice. 

8. G. Cook, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 

Jesse F. Merritt, Prevailing Epidemics. 

Ephraim Case, Materia Medica. 

John Hornby, Medical Treatment of Surgical Cases. 

Ernst HofiVnaij, Diseases peculiar to Women and Children. 

OFFICERS ELECTED MAY, 1862. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, Preisident. 
Ephraim Case, Clinton Corners, Vice-President. 
Ernst Hoffman, Poughkeepsie, Secretary and Treasurer. 
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CENSORS. 

Dr. John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, DntcheAs county. 
Stephen G. Cook, Stanfordsville, do 
Jesse F. Merritt, Staatsburgh, do 

DELEOATBS TO THE STATE HOMOOPATBIC MEDICAL SOCIBTT. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh. . Dr. Ernst Hoffman. 

COMHITTEBS. 

Dr. F. Vanderburgh, Theory and Practice. 

S. 6. Cook, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
'J. F. Merritt, Prevailing Epidemics. 
Ephraim Case, Materia Medica. 
John Hornby, Medical Treatment of Surgical Cases. 
Ernst Hoffman, Diseases peculiar to Women and Children. 

OFFICERS ELECTED NOVEMBER 28, 18G3. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, President. 
Ephraim Case, Clinton Corners, Vice President. 
Ernst Hoffman, Poughkeepsio, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. John Hornby, Ponghkeepsie, Dutchess county. 
Jesse F. Merritt, Staatsburgh, do 

Asa Hall, Ponghkeepsie, do 

DELEGATES TO THB STATE HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. F. Vanderburgh, Dr. John Hornby. 

COMMITTBBS. 

Dr. F. Vanderburgh, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
S. G. Cook, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Ephraim Case, Materia Medica. 
Jesse F. Merritt, Prevailing Epidemics. 
John Hornby, Medical Treatment of Surgical Cases. 
Ernst Hoffman, Diseases Peculiar to Women and Children. 

OFFICERS ELECTED NOVEMBER 80, 1864. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, Rhinebeck, President 
Jesse F. Merritt, Staatsburgh, Vice-President. 
John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. John Hornby, Poughkeepsie, Dutchess county. 
Asa Hall, do do 

Ephraim Case, Clinton Corners, do 

DKLEGATBS TO THB STATX HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCICTT. 

Dr. John Hornby, Dr. Federal Vanderburgh. 
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COmCITTEES. 

Dr. P. Vanderburgh, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Benjamin Lansing, Special Pathology and Therapentica. 
Ephraim Case, Materia Medica. 
Jesse F. Merritt, Prevailing Epidemics. 
John Hornby, Medical Treatment of Surgical Gases. 
Ernst Ho£fman, Diseases Peculiar to Women and Children. 

HONORARY HEUBER. 

Dr. H.M. Paine Albany, N. Y. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Federal Vanderburgh • Rhincbeck, Dutchess county. 

Gerritt 0. Lansing do do 

Georjore Lorillard do do 

Asa Hall Poughkeepsie, do 

Ernst Hofifman do ' do 

John Hornby do do 

George W. Burroughs . . . • do do 

Ephraim Case Clinton Corners, do 

Jesse P. Merritt Staatsburgh, do 

Benjamin Lansing Hyde Park, do 

* Stephen G. Cook Stanfordsville, do 

The annual meeting is held on the iirst Tuesday in October- the semi- 
annual on the first Tuesday in April. 



ARTICLE XL VI. 

Report of the Dutchess County HomoeopAthic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Sixth Annual Meeting, held , 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Annual Meeting, held November 30, 1864. 
C Proceedings of the Semi-Annual Meeting, held April 4, 1865. 

By the Secretary, John UoaNBx, M. D., of Poughkeepsie. 

A. 

Pbocbbdikgs of the Sixth Mbbtino. 

The semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at the residence of the 
secretary, in Poughkeepsie. The president, Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, in 
the chair. 

On calling the roll the following members answered to their names: 
Drs. Vandenburgh, Case, Hornby, B. Lansing, and J. F. Merritt. 

In the absence of the secretary, Dr. J. F. Merritt was chosen secretary 
pr0 tempore. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, corrected and. adopted. 

Dr. Hornby presented a report on the homoaopathic treatment of surgical 
cases, giving cases of much interest from his practice, in this specialty. 
The report was accepted, and placed among the archives of the Society, 
and a vote of thanks extended to the auUior. 



•AiiiBtaiit aargeon 150th Regiment N. T. S. 7. 
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Dr. Hornby presented a report, as special committee appointed at the 
last meeting, on the printing of the constitution, by-laws, and proceedings 
of the Si)ciety. His report was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

The treasurer being absent, the secretary's and treasurer's report was, 
by resolution, passed over to the next meeting. 

The members present having learned that Dr. Hornby had material for a 
report on the diseases of women and children, it was 

Resolved, That he be, and hereby is, respectfully solicited to present the 
same in the form of a report at the annual meeting of this Society in 
November next. Adopted. 
By Dr. Hornby, 

Resolved, That members appointed on special committees be at liberty 
to contribute papers on any subject deemed of interest to the profession. 
Adopted. 

By Dr. Merritt, 

Resoloedf That the members of this Society be required to pay the 
arrearges due to the State Society, through the medium of the treasurer of 
this Society, and that it be enjoined upon members that they respond 
promptly to the requirements of tliis resolution. Adopted. 

Benolvedf That a copy of the above resolution, duly certified by the 
secretary, be transmitted to the secretary of the State Society for the pur- 
pose of showing the intentions of this Society in the premises. 

Resolved, That the secretary notify members that all arrearages due to 
the Society will be expected to be paid at the next meeting. Adopted. 

Dr. C. 6. Lansing, of Rhinebeck, was admitted a member of this Society. 

Dr. 0. Lorillard was elected a member of the Society. 

Dr. B. Lansing was appointed a committee on special pathology and 
therapeutics,, in place of Dr. S. G. Cook, who is temporarily absent in the 
army. 

In order to obtain a history of the introduction and progress of homoeo- 
pathy in Dutchess county, it was, on motion of Dr. Hornby, 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, consisting of Drs. Vanderburg-, 
Hornby and Merritt, to gather materials and present them in the form of a 
report at the next meeting. Adopted. 

Dr. J. F. Merritt read a paper entitled " Medical Hobbyism.'^ A vote of 
thanks was passed for the papcr^ and it was ordered to be deposited in the 
archives of the Society. 

The meeting then adjourned to the last Wednesday in November, 1864. 

B. 

PiiOClEDINQS OF THE ANNUAL MeE^INO, HELD NOVEMBER 30, 1864. 

Tlie annual meeting of the Dutchess County Homoeopathic Medical 
Societ}' was held at the house of the secretary, in Poughkeepsie, Novem- 
ber 30, 1864. . The president. Dr. Federal Vanderburg, in the chair. 

On calling the roll, the following physicians answered to their oiames : 
Drs. Vandenburg, Hornby, Hoffman and Merritt. 

Tlie minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. G. Lorillard, proposed for membership at the last meeting, was 
elected. 

On motion of Dr. Hornby, it was 
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Sesolved, That the expenses of the delegates to the State Society, be for 
the future defrayed from the funds of this Society. Adopted. 

Also, That the tax of fifty cents on each delegate be paid from the 
treasury of this Society. Adopts. 

Dr. Hornby then read his report on homoeopathic treatment of diseases 
peculiar to women and children, which was accepted and placed in the ar- 
chives of the Society. 

Dr. J. F. Merritt, committee on epidemics, read a report on " Enteric 
Fever,'* which was accepted, and the thanks of the Society returned to the 
author. 

Dr. Merritt also read a paper on •* Retained Placenta with Syncope,'' 
which was accepted and ordered to be preserved in the archives of the 
Society. 

Dr. Vanderburg read a paper on ''Qelseminom in the Treatment of Typhoid 
Fever," which was accepted, and ordered to be preserved in the archives 
of the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Hornby, the reports and papers of the society were 
ordered to be bound under covers for preservation, and Dr. Hornby was 
appointed a committee for that purpose. ^ 

The secretary and treasurer's report was then read and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Hornby, the secretary was ordered to furnish delegates 
with certificates. 

Dr. Merritt was appointed a committee to open correspondence with our 
absent member. Dr. S. G. Cooke, for the purpose ot obtaining information 
relative to his experience in array practice. 

Notice having been previously given at the last annual meeting, Dr. Mer- 
ritt offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Besolved, That a change of the constitution of this society be made, 
requiring the annual meeting to be held on the first Tuesday of October, 
and the semi-annual meeting on the first Tuesday in April in each year. 

The following oflScers were elected by ballot: President, Federal Vander. 
burg, M. D., Rhinebeck; Vice President, Jesse F. Merritt, M. D., Staats- 
burg; Secretary and Treasurer, John Hornby, Poughkeepfeie. 
Censors. — Dr. John Hornby, Dr. Asa Hall, Dr. Ephraim Case. 
The meeting then adjourned to meet in Poughkeepsic on the first Tues- 
day in April, 1865. 

Standing CoiotnTEEs. 
Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, of Rhinebeck, Theory and Practice. 

Benjamin Lansing, of Hyde Park, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 

Ephraim Case, of Clinton Corners, Materia Medica. 

Jesse F. Merritt, of Staatsburg, Prevailing Epidemics. 

J. Hoffman, of Poughkeepsie, Diseases peculiar to Women and Children. 

John Hornby, of Poughkeepsie, Medical Treatment of Surgical Cases. 
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c. 

Proceedings of the Semi-annual Meeting, Held April 4, 1865. 

The meeting convened at Pougbkeepsia at the house of the secretary. 

The roll being called, the foUowing gentlemen answered to their names: 
Drs. Vanderburgh, President, Merritt. Hoffman, Benj. Lansing and Hornby. 
There were also present Dr. Busbnell, of Bangall, and Dr. Clark, Jr., of this 
city, who were invited to participate in the deliberations of the meeting. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Vanderburgh read a paper on the " Problem of Life," which was ac- 
cepted and approved, and ordered for preservation in the archieves of the 
society; and the following resolution, by Dr. Merritt, was adopted: 

Reaoliyd, That liaving listened with great pleasure to the paper by Dr. Van- 
derbnrg, entitled *' Problem of Life,'* we cannot do greater justice than ha« 
been awarded to it by the complimentary manner in which it was received 
by the UumcBopathic Medical Society of the State of New York at its recent 
session. We take pleasure in expressing our cordial approval of the paper, 
and order that a copy be placed in the archives of this society as a monu- 
ment to the author of his untiring investigation and study in the vast field 
of physiological science. 

Br. Hornby read a report on the homoeopathic treatment of surgical 
cases, which was accepted and ordered to be preserved, and the thanks of 
the society tendered to him. 

Dr. J. F. Merritt read a paper on the " Introduction and Progress of 
Homoeopathy in Dutchess county,'* which was approved, and tlje thanks of 
the Society awarded to him. 

Dr. Hornby then read as a sequel to the above, an account of his investi- 
gation and adoption of homoeopathy, which was received and ordered to be 
preserved for future use. 

The reports of the secretary and treasurer were read and approved. 

The secretary was, by resolution, empowered to procure a book to con- 
tain the correspondence of this Society for preservation and reference. 

Dr. Hornby read his report as delegate to the State Society, which was 
accepted and adopted, and ordered to be preserved. 

Miscellaneous business being in order, Dr. Hornby proposed the follow- 
ing resolution, which was highly approved and adopted : 

" Renolved, As a mark of respect and appreciation of the valuable ser- 
vices rendered to the cause of homoeopathy and homoeopathic practitioners, 
by the efficiency and industry of the Secretary of the New York State Ho 
moBopathic Medical Society, this Society do resolve that Doctor Horace M. 
Paine, of Albany, N. Y., be elected an honorary member." 

The secretary proposed the following, which was approved and adopted: 

*• Resoved, That the secretary of this Society be authorized to send papers 
that are presented to this Society i>y its members, to the secretary of the 
State Society, authorizing him to select such as in his judgment an<l expe- 
rience may be most conducive to the interests of science, for publication in 
the Transactions of the State Society." 

*' Ri'solvedf That all such papers selected be copied by their authors, 
according to the requirements of the State secretary, as set forth in his 
circulars, and that they be returned to the county secretary with their 
originals, the latter for safe keeping, and the former for publication." 

The Society then adjourned to meet on the first Tuesday in October, 1865. 
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ARTICLE XLVII. 

A Sketch of Iloinoeopathy in Dutchess County, from its introduction to the present 
time. By J. F. Mkbritt, M. D., of Pleasant Plains, N. Y. 
" 7n primU ardvvm videtur re» geataa scribere.** Sallust. 

The difiSculty encountered in the task that has been assigned me is, in 
according both to the pioneers and to those who have followed in their 
footsteps, the precise meed of praise to which they are respectively entitled. 
In making up a record which is to pass into and become a part of tlie his- 
tory of homoeopathy, one needs that moral courage and faithfulness to 
truth which fears no frowns of professional jealousy. The prominent parts 
in the scenes I am about to sketch, have been acted by men most of whom 
are still living, some of them in our midst to-day;. In this contest that has 
been waged between the adolescent soldiery of young physic and the 
veterans of allopathy, it might seem invidious to say who were the officers, 
who the subalterns, and who the privates. Faithfulness in narration I 
shall esteem the highest object of ambition in the work before me, bearing 
in mind that our victorious banner is the joint property as it is the reward 
of the joint valor of both the leaders and their followers. 

The earliest instance of treatment of the sick by similars in this county, 
of which any trace can be found at present, was in the year 1835 or 36, in 
the town of Clinton. The case was one of chronic rheumatism of twenty 
years standing — twenty years of almost unrelieved sufiering.and anguish. 
The fame of an early pioneer of homoeopathy in Albany reacned her, and 
she sent for him, hoping that the thorny pillcTw of pain and death might 
yet be softened. The doctor came, and with liis lillipntian remedies came 
a relief which she had long before ceased to expect in this life. The fame 
of a partial cure of a case so aggravated soon spread in the vicinity. But 
the distance at which the physician lived rendered frequent visits imprac- 
ticable. Hence, however much the people might have desired to test the 
efficiency of the new system in general practice, the treatment of a few 
chronic cases was the most that could be accomplished. The treatment of 
acute cases was out of the question. Consequently, the charge of doubt- 
ing allopathy that in these the system would be brought to dishonor, was 
not at that early period easily refuted. 

The physician and his patient have both passed away, but not before the 
one had graced the epoch at which he lived with his learning and skill, nor 
the other had left on record in the memory of her friends her dying testi- 
mony in favor of homoeopathy. But it was enough; the seed was planted. 
In after years, and under the fostering hands of others, it was destined to 
spring up, bud, blossom and bear fruit to the honor of our great discoverer, 
and the blessing of suffering humanity. 

It was not long before the tidal wave that bore to our shores the skill 
and erudition of Gram, sent its pulsation up along the banks of the Hud- 
son, bearing us fragmentary evidencos of that terra incognita in medicine, 
which was soon to loom up to our view. Thus, residents of our county, 
while living in New York during the winter, became patrons of the system, 
and when they returned to their country residences in summer, brought 
with them glowing accounts of the beneficent works it had already entered 
upon, and even sent for their city physicians in many instances of sicknes/s 
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in their families, a distanoe of a hundred mileB. The easy administration 
of the remedies, and their prompt and efficient action soon won adherents. 
Thus, little by little, was homoeopathy introduced to the attention, but not 
yet commended to the confidence of ^ large proportion of the inhabitanta 
of Dutchess county. No, not thus easily, not thus without cavil or re- 
proach, or obloquy was the system brought to its present position of honor 
and dignity. 

Followers of the new faith soon elevated our standard at various points 
along the Hudson. Early, if not the earliest, among those who were instm- 
mental in introducing homoeopathy into this county, was he who was the 
fearless defender of our cause when most it needed such defense as he 
alone could give, and as . his reward, ho is now, in his declining years, 
crowned with well earned honors. Dr. Federal Vanderburgh, though past 
the zenith of his life physically, yet in life intellectually, he is still fresh 
and athletic, our own president and father in medicine. The history of 
homoeopathy in Dutchess county, with his name and deeds left out, would 
be a history without a title page or an introduction. A resident practi* 
tioner in New York city, he became an early convert to the teachings of 
Gram, at whose feet he learned those great principles in medicine which 
were received fresh and pure by that erudite German from the fountain 
itself before he embarked for this land. Rapidly infusing the genius of 
these principles into his own laboratory of thought, Dr. Vanderburgh was 
soon seen standing in the arena side by side with Gram, with Gray, Joslin, 
Bering, Hull, Wesselhoeft and others like memorable, a small but fearless 
band of heroes, striking for a reform in medicine, and sharing the reproach 
necessarily involved in such a conflict. 

One of the first recruits enlisted by him was Dr. Hall, then of Fish- 
kill, but for the past twenty years or more, a resident practitioner of 
Foughkecpsie. This was in 1837 or 1838. 

Not far from this period, homoeopathy was introduced into Poughkeepsie 
by Dr. Formel, a German of considerable repute. He remained only a 
short time, and was succeeded by Dr. Hall just mentioned. 

Another of those who were induced by Dr. Vanderburgh to embrace the 
doctrines of Hahnemann, at an early period in our history, was the Rev. 
James Lillie, at that time the pastor of the Reformed Dutch Church of 
Rhinebcck. While Dr. Vanderburgh was negotiating for the purchase of 
" Linwood," his present residence on the river. Rev. Mr. Lillie was acci- 
deutl}' thrown in his way; a casual acquaintance ripened into friendship, 
until Mr. Lillie was induced to put himself under the doctor's treatment 
for ioenia solium. The result was so successful that Mr. Lillie was favor^ 
ably impressed with the new system. But he was not thd man to receive 
it as a demonstration until he should have made a more thorough test. 
Having spent four years at the University of Edinburgh, one of which was 
partially devoted to the study of medicine, during which he had acquired a 
taste for the profession, he was prompted to undertake the task of investi- 
gating the system of horoceopathy. And whoever knew James Lillie, 
knew his masterly intellect, his erudition and his astute logic, knew that^ 
ttider his keen, scrutinizing eye, no spot or blemish would pass unheeded. 
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rr Never was homoeopathy gubmilted to a severer ordeal, then when it passed 

ci through the mental laboratory of James Liliie. 

r In 1840, we find the pastor and physician contribating to both the bodily 

ic and spiritual comfort of his parishioners; to the former, by the agency of 

n his potent little pocket-case of pellets; to the other, by the vast stores of 

^ his Christian experience. Hat it was with reluctance that he consented, in 

any case, to undertake the treatment of the sick. What he did in this way 
rn was only after the qiost earnest importunities of solicitous patients or 

^ friends. It was from no sordid motive — his bitterest enemies, the practi- 

^ tioners of the old system in Rhinebeck themselves being the judges. 

^ Ho was accustomed to take with him to the bedside of the sick the 

2 Materia Medica Pura in French, a translation from the original by Jour* 

^ dan, of Paris. In 1841, or 1842, Mr. Liliie removed to New York citj, 

^ where, in due course of time, he graduated at the College of Physicians 

^ and Surgeons, and, with the assistance of his friends and preceptor, Dr. 

^ Vanderburgh commenced a practice at once remunerative and successful. 
^ Thence he removed to Toronto, some ten years ago, and has since returned 

to Scotland, the land of his birth. In his intercourse with the medical 
men of Rhinebeck, he was met with ridicule and sarcasm. But he was an 
fidept in polemics, and who ever chose him for an antagonist had a giant; 
to encounter; and many were the staggering blows he dealt in such encoun- 
ters. One of those who made himself notorious for his attacks upon the 
doctor was once bes^rd to say, after a three hours' tilt, '*Dr. Liliie, you 
have co-founded, but you have not convinced me.'' A reply characteristic 
alike of the man ^nd the system which he practiced. Thef^e contests were 
not unproductive of good, for the writer has lived to see the lion so com- 
pletely transformed into the lamb as to sanction the adoption oi homodopa- 
thy by a professional co-partner in the practice of medicine, which really 
happened in the case of Dr. Lillie's antagonist. Quantum mutcUus ab illo. 
In 1842, Pr. Vanderburg removed to Rhinebeck and first became a resi- 
dent practitioner of our county, thus securing by his presence, his advice, 
his words of encouragement to the desponding, a position for Homodopathy 
which had not been achieved for it before. The junior practitioner wae^ 
enabled to lean upon the stronger ai^di of the veteran who had just come 
fresh from the enoountej^ with the full panoply of his armor on. 

The next accession to the ranks, was that of Dr. Chas. Haight, then of 
Hartsville, In the wdst. of ^ Ifurge and lucrative practice, overtasking his 
physical strength, he ws^s induced after repeated tests, to abandon the ol4 
in favour of the new system. This was at a time when such a change ws^s. 
tantamount to casting aside the means of comforts^ble subsistence ; at least 
such was the prospect which at that time apd in that section opened before 
the pioneer. lifut Dr. Haight wa^ made of stern stuff. By steady, perse- 
vering effort, he outliveid his vilifiers, and re-established bis originally ex- 
tensive practice, which er^niually became more incessant and laborious 
than before. He subaequentty removed to Poaghkeepsie, where he still 
continues in practice. 

In 1843, we note the advent to our county, and almost simultaneously to 
homoeopathy, of I)r. Martin Freligh, of Saugerties, Ulster county, in this 
State. In 1836, or 1837, a friend of the Doctor's iu C^tskill, having hee^ 
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cured by a few simple powders prescribed by Dr. Vanderbnrgh, then of 
New York city, he was induced to visit the city for the purpose of having 
a personal interview with Dr. Vanderburgh on the subject of homoBopathy. 
Finding the Dr. professionally engaged, he was directed to call upon Dr. 
Chanuing, then in Broadway, by whom he says he was " politely received 
and advised to purchase the Organon, Ruoffs Repertory, Everet, Duns- 
ford's, Jahr's manual, and Henderson and Forbes." But it was not until 
his removal to Rhinebeck, at the period above named, and his subsequent 
acquaintance with Dr. Vanderburgh, that he was led fully to adopt the new- 
system of medicine. During seven years of uninterrupted toil in his pro- 
fession, requited, however, by daily accessions to the number of his pat- 
rons and a correspondingly remunerative business. Dr. Freligh battled for 
the right, reviving all the reproach that had been heaped upon his prede- 
cessor, Dr. Lillie. In 1850, Dr. Freligh removed to New York city, where 
in an enlarged sphere he continued to practice until within two or three 
years, when he retired. George Lorillard, Jno. Augustine Kiersted and 
Tobias S. Ring, all studied medicine in his ofiQce. Lorillard took his degree 
from the Albany Medical College in 1847. Kiersted and Ring received 
theirs from the University Medical College in New York, in 1848, **all 
three confirmed homoeopaths." In tracing the history of these young men, 
allow me to do it in the language of their preceptor. He says, " Dr. Lor- 
illard's practice has been and is at present purely philanthropic, compli- 
mentary to himself, a charity to the poor, as I be-ieve he has^ never received 
a fee for his professional services. Dr. Kiersted was a young man of bril- 
liant intellect, and had his life been spared would have adorned the pro* 
fession of his choice; but he was compelled to relinquish his practice in 
about two years after his graduation, and died at the age of twenty-six, of 
consumption. Dr. Ring is in full practice at Yorkville, and continues an 
unwavering homoeopath." 

In 1849, Dr. Freligh, removing to New York, was succeeded at Rhine- 
beck by Dr. Rodman Bartlctt, of Pine Plains, who at once commenced the 
investigation of homoeopathy, and in due time became a competent pre- 
scriber of homoeopathic remedies. 

At a period, perhaps a little anterior to this, in 1844, or 1845, Dr. Calvin 
P. Guernsey, long a practitioner of the old system in Clinton, being sur- 
rounded in his practice by the great array of cures effected by homoeo- 
pathic treatment, was led to the study and test of the new system. The 
result was such as might have been expected. He soon gave in his adhe- 
sion to the doctrines of similia, in which he continued a consistent believer 
up to the period of his death, from phthisis pulmonalis, in 1856. Asso- 
ciated with him, for a short time preceding his death, was Dr. 0. D. Cass, 
who in like manner adopted the system of his senior partner. Dr. Cass 
remained only a short time, as. Dr. Guernsey's business having been divi- 
ded among former pupils practicing in the vicinity, there was insufficient 
ground remaining unoccapied to warrant him in continuing. 

Dr. Ephraim Case, of Clinton Corners, in the township of Clinton, next 
joined himself to our cause. His advent to the little circle was hailed 
with joy by the practitioners and patrons of homoeopathy. He was one of 
the earliest pupils of Dr. Guernsey, a brief sketch of whom has just been 
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given. The satisfaction that attended his conversion was the keener 
because of his long persistent rejection of the tenets of homcBopathy. 
Commendable, rather than culpable, for his slow and certain steps in the 
investigation, he did not accept the principle of similia, until he saw the 
evidences in its favor accumulating to the extent of repletion. But his 
hatred, if it m^y be designated by so harsh a term, has been turned to love. 
In 1852, or 1863, Dr. Bartlett removed to New York, and was succeeded 
in Rhinebeck, by Dr. G. C. Lansing, a young practitioner of the old system, 
in Milan, in this county. His conversion occurring cotemporaneously with 
others equally unexpected, produced manifest alarm among our antagonists, 
and equally unmistakeable indications of joy in the followers of the new 
faith. Dr. Lansing, on ground every inch of which has been stnbbornly 
contested for twelve years, has maintained untarnished the staude^rd raised 
by the indomitable Lillie a quarter of a century ago. 

In the fall of 1854, homoeopathy, in Poughkeepsie, received a fresh 
impetus by the accession, to the profession in that place, of Dr. John 
Hornby, of Brooklyn. Like many others, becoming dissatisGed with the 
uncertainty of remedies administered upon the principle of contraria^ he 
was so far prepared for the investigation of a system of medicine that 
promised to give certainty for uncertainty and to guide the way to uniform 
success. 

Accordingly, in 1852, he is found w>th the Organon, the Matena Medica 
Pura, and Hahnemann's Acute and Chronic Diseases, together with tracts on 
the subject of undertaking the task of testing homoeopathy. In its accom- 
plishment, verifying by experience in the use of drug^ in disease, he became 
satisfied of the universal principle of cure contained in the symbolic words 
^ similia aimUibua curantur. Dr. H. was for seventeen years assistant snr- 

1^ geon in the British service in Bengal, and brought us the fruits of his 

^ observation on the diseases incident to the camp and climes of that tropi- 

cal region. Dr. Hornby has become favorably known by his valuable con- 
^ tributions on various medical topics. 

^ We are now approaching a period in the annals of homoeopathy in this 

pi^ country — the events of which are familiar to us all.v If it were not that 

the record may interest those who shall come after us in the good work, the 
1^ pen might well be laid aside. 

sBf" Dr. Ernst P. Hoffman, our late secretary, marked his advent to the 

0' doctorate in 1852, by his almost simultaneous adoption of homoeopathy. 

1^ Having prepared himself by an attendance upon the Homoeopathic Dispen- 

\lk sary in Bond street, under the instruction of Drs. Otto Pulgraff, Leon, and 

\t^ Marcy, he came to Poughkeepsie and entered into co-partnership with Dr. 

\^ Hall for the general practice of medicine and surgery, where he still 

[)as& remains. 

G0 The writer of this sketch graduated from the College of Physicians and 

^ Surgeons in New York, in 1852; practiced allopathy three years. In 1855 

ri«J* investigated homoeopathy at the instance of two gentlemen, old school 

practitioners, between whom and the writer a business copartnership 
neJ*' existed at the time. The result was the adoption of the practice of homoe- 

)}iki opatby. This was continued with the approbation of his partners until the 
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dissolution of the copartnerehip, by mutual consejjit, in the fall of 1855, on 
account of the ill health of the writer. 

In 1857, Dr. Kornbach, formerly a surgeon in the Prussian army, opened 
an office in Poughkeepsie. His slight acquaintance with the language and 
customs of this country rendered his intercourse with Americans a source 
of but little satisfaction to himself. He left for London in 1860. 

Dr. S. O. Cooke, a graduate at the University Medical College in New- 
York, first engaged in the practice of medicine in Yerbank, in this county, 
whence he removed to Stanfordville, four or five yeara ago, at which time 
he embraced homoeopathy. He was one of the first to take an active part 
in the formation of the Dutchess County Homoeopathic Medical Society, of 
which he is a member. In 1862, he took the position of assistant surgoon 
in the 150th regiment of infantry. His experience in the ezaminatioDS 
before the Army Medical Examining Board is characteristic. His examin- 
ation was pronounced satisfactory by that body, and a certificate accord- 
ingly given. This they attempted to recall, upon learning that (he doctor 
had proclivities tonard homoeopathy. And with a less determined and 
unwavering man they, doubtless, would have succeeded. He retained bis 
commission and his dignity, notwithstanding their efforts to rob him of hot^ 

Dr. Lourie succeeded Dr. Cook at Stanfordville. Dr. L. adopted horaoft- 
opathy in 1855 or 1856, in Rhinebeck, where, for a short time, he took the 
business of Dr. G. C. Lansin<^. He removed to Pleasant Valley, Dutchess 
county, about 1858 or 1859, and thence to Stanfordville, as already statec^ 
in 1862. 

Recently, Dr. B. Lansing has reared the standard of homoeopathy iu 
Hyde Park, one of the few towns of this county in which our system had 
not yet been introduced. 

Dr. Walter R. Case, a graduate of the New York Homoeopathic Medical 
College, at the late commencement, has just entered upon the work in Clin- 
ton, with his prepossession at the outset in favor of similia. 

Dr. Burroughs, of Brooklyn, has recently taken up his residence in 
Poughkeepsie, as a practitioner of our system, to whom tlie right hand of 
fellowship has been extended by our count}' society. 

I reserve for the last the notice of two pioneers of homoeopathy, Dr. 
Davis, deceased, of Pine Plains, and Dr. DeLa Montagnie, of Fishkill. The 
first for many years toiled on, single-handed and alone and by unaided 
effort, without a single neighboring practitioner of his faith to cheer him 
by a word of encouragement, built upon the foundation of similia the super- 
structure of a practice that will stand both as a monument to^his assidaity 
and ability, and an honor to the name of Hahnemann. Dr. Davis died 
several years since. Dr. DeLa Montagnie is also entitled to a rank among 
the pioneers. But insufficient data as to dates and circumstances render it 
impossible to accord to either of these gentlemen that place in this sketch 
to which their respective talents and acquirements indisputably entitle 
t|;iem. 

By way of an addendum, I would subjoin the additional names of Dr. 
Baxter, of Wappinger's Falls, and Dr. Scoffield, who practiced homoeopathy 
for a short time in Poughkeepsie, about ten years ago, but whose career 
was cut short by phthisis while he was comparatively young. I have 



HOBfOBOFATIIT IN DUTOHBSS COUNTT. 209 

cfideayored to gather the circumstancea of interest connected with their 
lives as homoBopaths, but have found it impossible thus far to do so. Dr. 
Baxter remains in practice at Wappinger's Falls. 

Five years ago the subject of the organization of a county societv was 
pressed u^n the attention of the homcoopathic physicians of Dutchess 
county by our efficient secretary of the State HomoBopathic Medical Society, 
Horace M. Paine, M. D. His efforts were fur a time unavailing, but never 
intermitted. At last, receiving a second and very urgent appeal from him, 
the writer caused to be published in the* two weekly papers in Poughkeep- 
sie " a card to homoe pathic physicians," naming a time and place of meet- 
ing of those favoring an immediate organization. Personal interviews 
were had with several and others were reached by written communications. 
The result was, the embryonic germ of a society. What it has done, it does 
not become me to say, but it has done but a tithe of what it ought to, or of 
what it might have done. A very little interest has been taken by some 
of the members in the success of the Society, as evinced by the fact that 
upon comparatively few has devolved the task of preparing papers for dis- 
cussion at the meetings and reports for the State society urgentl}' solicited. 
A brief report of an interesting case (and who does n^^t have at least one 
or two yearly ?) would be very acceptable to the profession, and go to 
make up an aggregate of valuable knowledge. 

A hurried retrospect of the past shows us that thirty years have pftssed 
away.since homoeopathy was planted in this county. Amid the overshadow- 
ing of a dominant system, the acorn has germinated and struggled up into 
the light and free air of heaven. The buffetings of storms and tempests, 
while they have made the slender sapling bend and rock to and fro, have 
only caused its roots to strike out wider and deeper, until in conscious 
strength it defies them ail. Who presumes to say that it would be thus 
to-day with homoeopathy had it not been for the reproach, the obloquy, the 
misrepresentations by which its overthrow has been sought? Are not 
these the very means by which the propagation of a truth is made the more 
certain — the storms which fasten its roots in the soil? It is thus that 
tearing down and building up become convertible and synonymous terms, 
and to this, next to the great cardinal principle of fimilia, our system owes 
its present secure position before the world. Perhaps nowhere has this 
been more forcibly illustrated than in some sections of this county. Thus, 
in Rhinebeck, Dr. Lillie was denounced as a " miadman," his medical tenets 
as the ** ravings of a lunatic," and his name bandied about fr<»m. mouth to 
mouth, but with what effect let a quarter of a century of homoeopathy, suc- 
cessfully practiced and cordially received, testify. Instead of one phy- 
sician who could scarcely subsist, two are now engaged in a remunerative 
business. The success of homoeopathy is assured ; and now we are told, 
in order to take off the keen edge of disappointed expectations, that persons 
not educated as physicians are incapable of judging of the merits or de- 
merits of a system of practice — a charge as insulting to the intelligence of 
the people as it is self-evidently false. It is well for us that the people do 
their own thinking, else a dominant system of medicine might have crushed 
out genius, d«^;cried as innovations the most beneficent modes of cure, and, 

(Assem. No. 161.] 14 
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npoQ the necks of an awed people, might have reared a medical despatiaiB 
which could have foond a prototype only in the most absolute monarchies of 
the other continent. Thanks to the spirit of our free institutions, the seeds 
of all systems planted in the soil of the American mind, have the same sun- 
shine and shower, and only fail to grow because of deficient vitality inhe- 
rent in tiie seed itself. Under these circumstances, homosopathy has 
grown to its present proportions, giving us just hopes of a future that 
shall satisfy the most ardent wishes of its friends and bless huoianity with 
its beneficeiit deeds. 



CORRESPONDEXCE. 

I. COHMUNICATIOK FBOM Dfi. JOHN HORNBT. 

PouGHKBBPsiB, AprH, 1865. 
Dr. J. F. MKimiTT: 

Dear Sir — After twenty-six years of experience in the allopathic ranks^ 
seventeen of which were passed in the army hospitals of British Iiidia, 
where I ertjoyed the opportunity of observing the various skill and abilities 
of many of its most distinguished leaders, and nine in private practice in 
England and America, I renounced its unsatisfactory service and became 
an earnest supporter of the more perfect system of homoeopathy. My cos- 
version was not sudden or unduly considered. For more than ten yean 
previous I had felt compelled to administer medicines in small quantities, 
from repeated observation of the mischievous and dangerous effects of large 
doses. 

In 1852 I commenced the investigations for myself, at the request of a 
medical friend in England. I read tracts on the subject which he presented 
me, and finding much in them to corroborate my own experience of the 
worthlessuess of allopathy, the more I considered upon them the nearer I 
came to an assurance of the truth and excellence of homoeopathy. I then 
determined to test its truth practically on myself and others, and after 
studying the Organon, Materia Medica Pnra an^ Chronic Diseases of Hahne- 
mann, I spent three months in the careful preparation of the different 
attenuations on the decimal scale, from the first to the thirtieth potencies, 
according to Jahn's and Possart's Pharmacopoeia, from the mother tinctures 
and triturations of one hundred and ten remedies. 

I devoted two are three hours dftily and four at night to my task, and 
gave to each trituration and dilution, the prescribed levigation and succat- 
sion. Tijis was a tedious process, but I could not insure certain proofs of 
the new system without carefully and precisely fulfilling the requisitions 
it demanded. I then proved the remedies on myself, and commenced prao- 
tice on an infant suffering with diarrhoea. The remedy fulfilled its missiea 
with such speed, safety and comfort to my little patient that I was more 
surprised than convinced. It had acted too well to satisfy my allopadHC 
expectations, and I waited to test it further. 

An opportunity soon presented itself in the form of a bunion on the great 
toe, about the size of a hen's egg, highly inflamed and very painful. The 
patient was of a strumous constitution; had been freely drugged with mer- 
cury many years previous, and had periodical attacks of her complaint^ 
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which her allopathic friends persuadod her was prophetic of phthisis, which 

was hereditary in her family. As she was a firm believer in allopathy and 

detested homoeopathy, I found some difficulty in prevailing upon her to try 

' my new method of treatment. She at last consented to take three globules, 

^' number two size, of the thirtieth decimal of sepia at bedtime; the following 

morning she was able to move about, which she could not do twenty-four 

' hours before. This confounded me and alarmed her, as she feared the 

< return of the phlegmon with greater violence, or the immediate approach 

of consnmption. However, the phlegmon never returned, and phtliisis did 

not claim its victim until nine years after. 

Shortly after, I was permitted to try my new plan, with much confiden- 
tial explanation, on a child suffering with teething. It "worked like a 
charm ,** as it had done in my own familj ; so it appeared to me who had 
\^ only the experience of the old practice, lly success gave such satisfao- 

■ tion that I was recommended to friends of the family among whom I had 
m the gratification of winning new triumphs, as well as of extending my 

a;. 4dzperiencc. From that time forward I gradually lost all faith in the old 

j^. system, and, after a sufiicient time had elapsed to justify the sWp, I made 

1^^ my position known to all my friends. Many deserted me; a few adopted 

|ij( the new system from preference, and some insisted on being served after 

)|r the old style. I endeavored to accommodate these latter for a time, but, 

^^, after a twelve month's experiment, I abandoned allopathy altogether, as 

^ being so entirely contrary to homoeopathy as not to admit of being prac- 

:j ticed either with honor to myself or safety to my patients. 

I removed to Dutchess county in the autumn of 1854; on account of 

. failure of health, where I found much more encouragement for my practice 

V^ than I could expect among such adverse circumstances. The ungenerous 

[ , £»'fFr\ft€a /^r onamtoa liavn anrTrtkA ir\\\a\r\ t*Q4'Ki>i« tlkun 4-rv Viin/lAi* i-\\a «vfw\/1 /»oiiaA« 
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efforts of enemies have served to help rather than to hinder the good cause; 

new volunteers have come upon the field, making double the number I 

found here fifteen years ago. From all appearances at home, and all 
•^ j, accounts from abroad, the good work is rapidly extending its beneficial 

influence all over the world. 
This is not surprising. Homoeopathy is, without contradiction, the 

cardinal practice of medicine ; no other ever has, or can excel it 

It is based on the universal principles of ' the natural law of cure. 
'^^ and, just in proportion as these become known, will the noble science 

flourish. There is no more laudable mode of perpetuating one's name 
J^ than that of founding institutions for the diyscmination of these principles. 

»^' As for " old physic," after twenty centuries of presumptuous domination, 

tf it is dying of decrepitude. The time is not far distant when it will be 

1^ reckoned among the things of the past; remembered more for the multi- 

e^' tude of its victims than remarkable for the number of those who will still 

iti^ class themselves among its advocates. 

I^' Very respectfully yours, 

;* JOHN HORNBY. 
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II. GOMMONIGATION FROM Dr. M. FrEUGH. 

New York City, No. 128 Ninth Street, ) 
March 23, 1865. J 
Dr. J. P. Merritt: 

Dear Sir — In acknowledging the receipt of your kind note, informing m« 
of yonr appointment by your connty medical society '' to collate the facts 
pertaining to the introduction and progress of homooopathy in Dutchess 
county," permit me to say that I only regret not having paid that attention 
to-day and date which would constitute a material poin^ in aid of what 
you desire. But, Sir, I will most cheerfully give you a statement of facts, 
as far as my memory serves — leaving them with you to arrknge and clothe 
in language suited to your taste and convenience in carrying out the highly 
interesting and important duties devolved upon you. 

My attention was first directed to the investigation of homcsopathy, by 
the Honorable James Powers, of Gatskill, while I was practicing in Saug- 
erties, Ulster county. I think it was in the year 1«36, or 1837, Mr. Powers' 
daughter was then under the treatment of Dr. F. Vanderburgh, in the city 
of New York, and Mr. Powers had himself been cured of an aggravated 
attack of piles by his prescription of two or three small powders. The 
disease, from long continuance, had become almost constitutional. These 
facts, together with the urgent request of Mr. Powers, induced mo to visit 
the city for the purpose of having a personal interview with Dr. Vander- 
burgh, who was then the recognized leader in the new mode of practice, 
receiving as he did all the opprobrium of enemies and the praise of those 
-i^ho had experienced its benefits. Finding Dr. Vanderbui'gh professionally 
^i^g^^^d, the object of my visit to the city was necessarily not fully carried 
out. I was, however, directed to call on Dr. Channing, of Broadway, by 
whom I was politely received, and advised to purchase Hahnemann's 
Organon, Ruoff's Repertory, Everest, Dunsford's Jahr's Manual, Hender- 
son and Forbes. I then commenced investigating the principles and prac- 
tice of homoeopathy by a careful perusal of these authors. 

Dr. George Lorillard, who soon after became a student of mine, was 
strongly inclined to homoeopathy from facts that he had observed in the 
practice of a Dr. Harris among his friends in New York. My reading, to- 
gether with the promptings of my friend Lorillard, did little more than pro- 
duce a slight predilection in favor of the practice, until I removed to Rhine- 
beck, in the year 1843, at which time I dated a new era in my professional 
career. I then enjoyed the personal acquaintance and assistance of Dr. 
Vanderburgh. Jonathan Augustine Kiersted and Tobias S. Ring were my 
students at that time. Dr. Lorillard took his degree of Doctor of Medicine 
from the Albany Medical College, in 1847. Kiersted and Ring graduated 
in the following year, from the University Medical College of New York ; 
all three confirmed homoeopaths. 

Dr. Lorillard's practice has always been purely philanthropic, a compli- 
ment to his friends and a matter of charity to the poor. I believe he has 
never received a fee for his professional services. Dr. Kiersted was a young 
man of brilliant intellect, and had his life been spared, would have adorned 
the profession of his choice. He was compelled to relinquish his profession 
two years after his graduation, and died at the early age of twenty-six, of 
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iSDnsnmption. Dr. Ring iB in fall practico at Yorkville and continues an 
unswerving homoeopath. Dr. Bartlett removed to Rhincbeck, from Pine 
Plains, in 1849 or 1850, became connected with my office and immediatelj 
adopted homcBopathy. 

The occasional visits of Dr. Vanderbargh to Rhinobeck, while negotiating 
for his present residence, and the close prescribing of the eradite Lillie, 
had awakened a lively interest in the mind^s of many in favor of the new 
system before my removal thither ; yet you are familiar with the reproaches 
I have met from our enenties, bqt the success that has crowned our efforts 
has far outweighed all the invective that ctmld be brought against it 
Tour assistance and that of others subsequent to ihe above date have grada* 
ally extended the influence and usefulness of hotnooopathy until it has as- 
sumed its present position In this county. 

Ton arc more familiar with the facts relating to Dr. Guernsey, of Clinton, 
Dr. Hall, of Foughkeepaie, Drs. Haight and Davis than myself. 
Very respectfully, 

Your friend, 

M. FRELIGH. 



- ARTICLE XL VIII. 

Report on Glinieal Medicine. Xnteric or Typhoid Fever. By Jnasn F. Mbbbit, M. D^ 

ofStaatsburg. 

. Under the name of typhoid fever, a variety of continued fever character- 
issed by a deposit of typhous matter in Peyer's glands, producing diarrhoda 
fund gurgling sounds in the riglit iliac region, has prevailed, ikt intervals, 
in diffei*eut sections of our county for the past twenty-five years. Accord- 
ing to the views of the practitioner as to its pathology, it has received the 
Tarious synonyms of enteric, entero-mcseiiteric, putrid, adynamic and 
ataxic fevers. By those who have followed the teachings of Brouesais, we 
have the additional terms, enteritis, gastro-euteritis, dothinenteritis, &c., 
Ac. In reviewing the medical literature of twenty years ago, we have to 
record the use of the ierm ** typhoid " in a generic sense ; it being made to 
embrace every case of fever in which there was a brown tongue and sub* 
sulttts tendinum. Thus have been propagated views totally at variance 
with the revelations of pathological research. For the purpose of avoiding 
confusion we shall use the term-entoric, as preferable ^ to typhoid, and 
as denoting that specific form of continued fever characterized for the most 
part, by its slow insidious invasion, with diarrhoea almost invariably from 
the commencement, gurgling in the right iliac fossa, an eruption of rose 
colored spots fading on pressure, and at the autopsy, by an enlarged and 
more or less extensively ulcerated condition of the solitary and agminated 
glands of the ileum. To a form of continued fever thus characteriztd, we 
■hall limit our remarks under the head of fiuteric or Typhoid fever. 

Causes. 
Although enteric fever is generally ascribed to the operation of local 
influences such as malaria and defective ventilation, yet there is in many 
instances such strong presumptive evidence of contagion, that we must 
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conclude that the disease does not solely dopend for its propagation opoii^ 
endemic influences. Thut it is many degrees less contagions than typhusr 
is freely admitted. On the other hand, the incompleteness of statistical 
reports forbid the inference that the disease may not also be produced by 
emanation from decomposing organic matter. We are constrained to admit 
the theory of contagion, as, at letfst, constituting a Tcry plausible solution 
of the problem of its mode of propagation. Did time admit, the writer 
might refer to the record of the epidemic as it has occured in his Ticinity. 
Prominently among the endemic influences,- writers of the non-contagionisfe 
school have placed low damp situations, where the drainage is defectiye, 
as being proliflc sources of the disease. If, upon an examination of the 
facts in the case, it should be found that enteric feyer is peculiar to such. lo- 
calities, it would furnish strong presumptive evidence in favor of the proposi« 
tion. Then again, on the other hand, if it should appear that the disease 
is not thus circumscribed, we shall be compelled to search in some other 
directi(m for the cause of the disease. Dr. Christian, of the University of 
Edinbnrgli, says, " the best draivage leaves untouched the real foundation of 
the diseaae,^' a conclusion which he has drawn from a table of statistics 
which those desiring to study the subject critically will ^o well to consult.* 
We gather from these statistics, that the prevalence of the disease has not 
been in direct ratio to faulty drainage, bnt rather that, the disease has been 
more prevalent since a more thorough system of drainage has been prao- 
tised. By way of illustration, he states as the legitimate inference from 
these statistical observations, thai those who work in the London drains, 
and who live over or near tliem, are not more liable than others to the dis- 
ease. Speaking of Edinburgh, he says: "Further, the fever does not bj 
any means generally break out where the streets are ill drained, water 
closets wanting and habits filthy. In countless places of that sort in 
Edinburgh, it is unknown. It may be worth while adding in reference to 
an independent question likely to be discussed in this section, that enterio 
fever is not known in or near the foul meadows of Craigentiiiny.'^ 

Following the same line of argument with Dr. Christian, I might appeal 
to members of the profession in this county and ask if it comports with 
their observation that the disease is limited or peculiar to low, undriuned 
lands, to the densely populated portions of our cities and large towns, to 
the tenants of basements and cellars, to residences made damp from the 
dense overhanging foliage of numerous trees where the atmosphere is pal- 
pably (to the olfactorien) ladened with the odor of decaying vegetable 
matter. Are these tlie only haunts of the disease? To this I have no doubt 
the answer will be emphatically no! For we find our enteric fever patients 
as well on the crests of limestone hills, where swift-running brooks, cours- 
ing down the sides, furnish a most perfect drainage, where vegetation is 
comparatively scanty — as by the side of stagnant ponds and half-inundated 
marshes. We mount the second and third stories of dwellings where 
every lodger has his own room, airy and spacious, and lol it is there. 
And in the solitary family, on some bald peak, about which the blast from 
every point of the compass blows unrestrained, there, too, we find the vic^ 



• Bainbnfsh Med. Journal, Nov., 18A3, p. 429. 



TTPHOID FEVEB. 215 

tim of the disease. Neither condition nor circamstance affords immunity 
from ita visitation. Again, if the malarious origin of the disease be cor- 
rect, how are we to account for the fact, that as our country is becoming 
better drained the disease is becoming more common? 

Whither, then, shall we look for a solution of the problem ? Certainly, 
in some other direction than that which we have thus far taken. I have 
stated that it is at least highly probable that enteric fever sometimes, that 
is to say, in some instances, spreads by contagion. Thns Dr. Alonzo Clark 
— than whom there is not a more accurate and faithful observer in this 
country-— regards it as ** mildly contagious." I use his own words. Au- 
thorities, both American and European, might be multiplied. But, if it be 
contagious, through what medium is the morbific germ communicated ? Is 
it tlirough that of the expired air; of the cntaneous exhalations; or of the 
excrementitious matters? The views of Dr. William Budd, whose intellec- 
tual energies have long been bent to the study of fevers, are so ingenious, 
and assume so little that has not been already conceded, that I cannot for- 
bear transcribing them in full : 

First, Enteric fever is essentially contagious. 

Second. The living body ^f the infected man is the soil in which th^ 
poison breeds and multiplies. 

Third. The reproduction of the poison in the iniected body, and the dis- 
turbance attaching to it, constitute the fever. 

Fourth. The reproduction is the same in kind as that of which we have 
ocular demonstration in small-pox. 

Fifth. The intestinal affection is the specific eruption of the fever, and ii 
related to it in the same way in which the pustules on the skin in small- 
pox are related to that disease. 

Sixth. The exuvise from the surface, which is the seat of this eruption, 
contain, as we should have expected, the most virulent part of the con- 
tagious principle. 

Sifventh. As a necessary result, sewers and cloacsa, which fill the ofSce 
of sewer, are the principal media for the transmission of the contagion; 
and, consequently, that in many instances the infected sevoer, and not the 
icfected man, appears as if it were the primary source, of the infected 
poison. 

Eighth, Once cast off by the intestine, the contagious matter may com- 
municate the fever to other persons in two principal ways— either by con- 
taminating the drinking water, or, which is by far the more common, by 
infecting the air. • 

Mr. Simon expresses himsolf strongly in favor of this theory, at the same 
time vouching for the able pathological views of Dr. Budd, and commeudmg 
him as a faithful and accurate observer. 

It is but a matter of justice to Mr. Simon to add, that he annexes certaia 
limitations to his endorsement, which modify his adhesion to these import- 
ant doctrines. Quoting from a report of his own in 1858 on epidemic 
cholera, in which he places typhoid fever by the side of diarrlioeal affections, 
he says : ''Some interesting and important experiments made in 1854 by 
Professor Thiersch, of Erlangen, prove that cholera evacuations in the course 
of their decomposition acquire a contagious property. It is much to be 
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regretted that experiments were not simnltaneonsly condacted by Prof. 
Tliiersch with a view to determine whether ordinary feces or ordiimry* 
diarrhoeal fseces undergoing^ decomposition during an epidemic period wookl 
not likewise have acquired that property.'' 

I have taken occasion to present the views of Dr. Budd at length, not 
because it is demonstrated that they are ftmnded in fact, but because it im 
believod that they are upheld by fewer assumptions than others. I have 
also aimed to enlist a careful investigation of the suliject de novo, untram- 
meled by any preconceived opinion, to the end that an enlightened judge- 
ment may be the result. It will not avail, to put in the plea that this is a 
question of a purely speculative character having no practical bearing; 
for the question of spontaneous, miasmatic, or contagious nature of the 
disease is eminently practical in a hygienic point of view. And as the 
accredited guardians of the public health, we have no moral right to leave 
unheeded a single ray of light that darts across our pathway. 

Symptoms. 

In the invasion of (he disease the symptoms do not materially differ from 
those which are met with in other forms of continued fever; nor, indeed, 
is it always easy to discriminate between the affection and idiopathic 
inflammations, so analogous are the symptoms. This applies, however^ as 
a general rule, to the stage of invasion only. The pathognomonic signs of 
the disease declare themselves at an early, period. These are diarihada, 
gurgling in the right iliac fossa, tenderness in that region upon pressure, 
tympanitic distension, and intellectual obtuseness. While I esteem these 
as indicating the type of the fever to be enteric, perhaps I am inclnding 
too much; for exceptional cases do occur in which the diarrhooa is absent, 
and which present every other characteristic of the disease. These excep- 
tional cases represent that mild type of the disease which constitute a class 
known by the significant soubriquet of " walking cases," a title which they 
earn by the comparatively, something absolutely, slow pulse, and the tardj 
course of the disease which, mild as it is, often drags its slow length aloD^ 
through a period of five weeks or even more. 

The type of the fever is usually remittent; sometimes there occurs but 
one, more frequently two exacerbations and remissions in twenty-four 
hours. But it is not always so, for I have witnessed several cases during 
the past year in which the type seemed to be intermittent, if it be not s 
misnomer to apply the term to a case of continued fever. Allow me to 
adduce the cases and let th^m speak for themselves. 

During the autumn of 1863 I was called to a case of what I supposed at 
first to be intermittent fever of the quotidian type. Discovering in the 
course of a few days that the remedies were failing to make any impression 
upon the disease, I sot about a more careful study of the symptomatoUigy, 
which resulted in disclosing the following: A chill lasting about an hoar, 
recurring at precisely the same time every day, accompanied by nausea 
and vomiting. These symptoms were followed by slight fever; the polae 
(the patient was a girl of fourteen), never running above ninety-eight. 
Suspecting some focal centre of congestion, I passed my hand over the abdo- 
men and found marked tenderness iu the right iliac fossa, also tympanitis. 
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difitension. The tongae was dry and inclined to be brown. There was 
subsoltuA tendinum and slight torpor of the intellectaal faculty was also 
present. She recovered in about four weeks. I had two more cases of 
this kind in the same family. Similar cases subsequently occurred in the 
immediate neighborhood. All had the usual tardy convalescence that 
characterizes enteric fever. And althoufi^h it is not the proper place for it, 
I may remark that no mitigation of the symptoms was effected until I 
exchanged the intermittent fever stand point for that of enteric fever, when 
the treatment at once gave satisfactory results. 

A very noticeable feature of the epidemic in this county of late in its 
hemorrhagic tendency. In many of the cases intestinal hemorrhages took 
place as early as the fourth or fifth day, and in quantity was such as to 
reduce tlie patient thus early in the course of the disease to the very verge 
of the grave. Symptoms of collapse rapidly ensued, and the patient seemed 
to pass over from the first to the last stages of the disease without any 
intermediate stage. The hemorrhage was not always intestinal; it also 
took place from other mucous surfaces, namely, those of the nares and mouth. 
Sudamina was marked in one case, appearing in successive crops about the 
neck and on the anterior part of the chest, immediately underneath the 
clavicles. The peculiar eruption of rose colored lenticular spots was dis* 
covered in only one case. In another instance presenting al| the charac- 
teristic phenomena of typhoid fever; the eruption was maculated, and could 
not be removed by pressure, but of this more when we shall speak, as I 
now propose to do, of its 

^ Diagnosis. 

A careful study of the symptoms presented in the different forms of fever, 
will enable us as a general rule to make a correct diagnosis after the stage 
of invasion is passed. For, in their inceptions, febrile diseases present no 
peculiar or characteristic symptoms. Indeed, we may go further, and 
extend this to idiopathic inflammations. Hence an early pronounced diag« 
nosis is unsafe, unless it be of a conditional sort. Thus, in a famijy where 
cases have already occurred, we may hazard the opinion that a case of 
enteric fever is very probably being developed. Thte eruption, if it appear, 
is probably the most satisfactory and diagnostic symptom, but it does not 
always appear. In the cases which have come under the writer's observa- 
tion, it was wanting in more than half. Next in the order of value, is the 
deposit of typhous matter in Peyer's glands, indicated by the diarrhoea, by 
the gurgling in the right iliac fossa, and by the tenderness upon pressure 
over the abdominal parieties in that region. The tenderness seems to 
radiate from this point as a focal centre; thus we trace it up the ascending 
colon to the right hypochondrium, thence across in the tract of the trans- 
verse colon to the left flexni^, and in some cases down the descending por- 
tion to a point near its termination in the rectum. The tenderness in the op- 
posite direction, that is, in the course of the ileum, is not traceable because 
of the position of that portion of the bowel. Other symptoms taken col- 
lectively ate of value in the diagnosis. Thus the brown, dry tongue, the 
sub-nultus, the comparatively slow pulse, and the torpor of the intellectual 
faculties, all assist us in, but do not infallibly determine the diagnosis. In 
passing, allow me to remark in regard to this torpor, that it is peculiar, and 
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in this, a question directed to the patient is long in eliciting an answer. 
You speak to him and watch his features; fifteen, twenty, thirty seconds 
elapse before he gives you any intimations by the expression of his coun- 
tenance that he has heard you. Tiien he attempts the arduous task of 
replying. The will acts but tardily in efiecting the necessary contraction 
of the muscles of the larynx and buccal cavity. It seems as if your voice 
had to travel along through vast (abarin thine passages to reach the senso 
riuro; that in turn the messages of the will to the voluntary muscle pa^ed 
over immense spaces to execute the work assigned to it. But, to be known, 
this condition must be studied well. Ouce 6xed upon the mind it will be 
easy ever after to recognize it as a strong diagnostic mark of enteric fever. 

It is not to be inferred, from what has been said, that the diagnosis of 
this disease is always easy and certain. For illustration, take the follow- 
ing case: 

On the seventh of August, 1864, J. B., aged twenty, of slender consti- 
tution was first seen. Symptoms — pain in head, chiefly frontal, also in 
back and extremities, especially in the calves of the legs, extreme restless- 
ness, tongue dry and redish bruwn, pulse 112, vomiting, involuntai-y fsBcal 
discharges, almost black and very offensive, skin dry and of a tempera- 
ture but little elevated. 

Aug. 9th. — Except as to the condition of the bowels which had now be- 
oome tympanitic but little change. 

Aug. 10th.— ^Symptoms of collapse, pupil dilated, pulse small, surface cool 
and clammy, alvine evacuations evidently sanguineous, tenderness in right 
iliac fossa, marked subsultus. 

Aug. 11th. — Reaction established, bowels held in check, tongue less 
brown, intellectual torpor. 

In the course of the succeeding five days, he gradually became delirious 
until he could scarcely be kept in bed. No spots until the fourteenth day, 
when they were first detected ; were maculated, ineffaceable by pressure. 
Tongue, as often as once in three to five days, would throw off its dingy 
white, not brown, coating, and leave a surface preternaturally red. On 
the twenty-eighth day slight moisture upon the backs of the hands, which 
lasted for only a few minutes. This was repeated on the thirty-fifth day, 
when, from the hands, it spread to the whole surface. Pulse, after first 
fourteen days, subsided to 80-88. On the thirty-fifth day, however, fell to 
60 ; then on the following day it rallied to 75, which was maintained 
throughout his convalescence, and which was doubtless the normal 
standard. 

Was this a case of pure enteric fever? If so, was it in the usual form ? 
The invasion was not that of enteric fever ; it was too severe for that. The 
whole force of the fever poison seemed to be concentrated upon the vital 
forces at the onset of the disease, while usually, in enteric fever, the pro- 
gress is much slower, and the acme is not reached before the Amrteenth 
day. That it was not pure enteric fever, I conclude, for the reason jdsft 
given, and for the additional reason that the eruption was rtMlciii>h brown, 
no^ diaappearing on pressure, a characteristic not of enteric but of typhus 
fever. Briefly, then, there was th ^ rapid development of the disease, the 
acme being reached eaily in its Cdur^o. Tberc was the maculated eruption 
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not fading on preesnre, Bymptoms favoring the view of its typhus charac* 
ter« Again, and un the other hand, there was the gurgling in the right 
iliac fossa, the diarrlioea, the tenderness radiating from a focal centre, 
pointing unmistakably towards enteric fever. There is only one hypolhesis 
capable of clearing up the doubts of the case, viz., that typhus and en* 
teric fever may co-exist in the saroc patient. It is not strange, thereforCi 
that these two forms should not earlier have been distinguished. 

Bronchitis, pleurisy and pneumonia, are diseases which are so closely 
simulated by enteri|; fever in its stage of invasion, that caution needs to 
be exercised to g*jard against a false diagnosis. This is especially true of 
those cases (and they are not rare) in which the specific lesions within the 
abdominal cavity are slow in declaring themselves by their appropriate 
symptoms. In these cases, the complicating congestion diverts the atten- 
tion of the disease, so to speak, from its regular seat and with it the 
attention of the physician to idiopathic inflammations of remote organs. 

Tubercular meningitis of children is another of the diseases with which 
it may be confounded ; bnt bearing in mind that althongh there may be 
nausea and vomiting, there is rarely diarrhcea in meningitis, the diagnosis 
will not be difficult. The duration of the respective diseases also contri' 
bates to our aid. 

Under the head of diagnosis^ I wish to call attention to what has been 
denominated by Dr. Stokes, of Dublin, as aborted fevers. Cases of sus- 
pected enteric fever are now and then met with which run so rapidly 
through their successive stages as to terminate in ten days to a fortnight. 
In them we have epitomes of enteric fever cases with scarcely a single 
pathognomonic symptom left out. The diarrhoea is usually slight, the ab- 
dominal tenderness not well marked, and the gargling so inconsiderable as 
to be distinguished with difficulty. And yet the tongue is dry and brown- 
ish, the pulse slow, the skin dry and pungent, the faculties slow in their 
operation ; in a word, these cases seem to differ but little from regular 
unequivocal cases of enteric fever except in duration. Having years ago 
recognized this variety of fever, it was with much satisfaction that I 
recently obstTvod the corroborative views of Dr. Stokes, celebrated for his 
valuable contributions to the various departments of medical literature, 
and to whom allusion has already been made.*. Doubtless this view will b« 
corroborated by other membets of the profession. 

Treatment. 
In regard to this, 1 shall be brief, for it seems unnecessary in the present 
state of our knowledge to advert at length, if at all, to the remedies now 
in general use. I wish however to call your attention to sulphuric and 
hydrochloric acids as remedies deserving careful study in their pathogenetic 
and curative relations to a few characteristic symptoms frequently met in 
the enteric fever of this locality. For, while it is conceded that every case 
so far as trcvtmcnt is concerneJ, u. .^'v?" generis, it cannot be denied that 
during particular epidemics, or in particular localities, a given remedy 
admits r)f a wider range of application than any other. The suggestion of 
the use of thosc^ two acids like that of the use of many other remedies comes 
to UH fronj an ullopathic source. " . '- v/ ab hosts docere," Dr. Janifs Hender- 

• Dab. Hosp. Gaz., Deo. 1, 1858> p. 354. 
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son, medical officer to the Chicese Mmsion at Shanghai, after Bpeaking* of 
the use of liydrochloric acid in dysentery ofa " typhoid type " says; " Some 
cases of pure typhoid fever occurred during the months of November and 
December and in the treatment of the disease, the benefits of the hydro- 
chloric acid were strikingly manifest. In the treatment of typhoid fever it 
seems to me as decidedly beneficial and specific as the effects of quinine in 
ague." From this we turn to the pathogenetic action of muriatic acid in 
our materia niedica and we readily understand his quasi success. In the 
use of the drug in that hemorrhagic diarrhea which chsf acterises numerone 
cases of enteric fever clinical experience will confirm the conclusions of Dr. 
Henderson, mutatis mutandis. The sufphuric acid in cases, presenting^ as 
very prominent symptoms '* bloody stools in the evening with burning in 
the rectum, and pressing in the rectum, as if it would protrude with pressnre 
on the bladder, will be found to fulfill high expectations. Such has been 
my experience in its use in the epidemic in this county during the past 
autumn. In regard to the use of stimulants and the treatment known as 
the '* sustaining plan," permit me to say that beyond a nutritious, assiinil- 
able diet-, carried to an extent measured by. the expressed wants of the 
patient, the "sustaining treatment" under cover of which the plausible 
pretext is seized of giving freely of alcoholic stimulants, often indncin^ 
inebriation, justly deserves our united and unqualified condemnation. In 
the event of complication, whether it be pulmonic or cerebral the local con* 
gestion is unequivocally aggravated under their use; and where no such 
complications had previously existed they manifestly aid in their develop- 
ment. At the period of the crisis, in that nick of time which tlio astata 
physician will ever designate, when the vital powers are trembling in the 
balance, then a little wine in quantities graduated by the individual tolera* 
tion may, often will, do good. A marked tendency to coolness of the sur- 
face, usually coming on after the fourteenth day though sometimes earlier^ 
manifesting itself first, by the knees becoming cooler than the rest of the 
body, then by their becoming covercd by a cold sweat; this is the signal 
for dry friction and a careful envelopment of the thighs, legs, and feet in 
flannel. These seem to be small matters. Individually they are; colleo 
tively they are of great importance. For the intellectual torpor so char- 
acteristic of the disease, in conjunction with appropriate remedies, I wish 
to commend a plan which I first learned of Dr. McManus of Baltimore^ 
This consists in a daily drill of his intellect, thus, begin by asking him if 
you visited him yesterday; if so, at what time of the day? Was it clear 
or cloudy ? Who watched with him last night f What is the day of the 
week ? These or others varied to suit the case as prudpnce may suggest^ 
will arouse him from his torpor, and he will make a manifest effort to shake 
off theiucuhus which has settled down over his intellectual faculties. At 
first I was horror stricken at the practice, because of apprehensions that 
aggravation of the cerebral congestion would result from it. But I have 
cut lived these fears; for, of the many cases that I have since subjected to 
this mttde of treatment, in none has the least untoward symptom been pro- 
duced; on the other hand, I have never seen it, when carefully executed, 
fail to give the most satisfactory results. 
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ARTICLE XLIX. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Gelseminnm in the Treatment of Typhoid Ferer. Bj 
FxDBBAL Vandsbburgh, M. D.^ of Rhinebeck. 

Case I. 

A lady, aged sixty-eight, of sanguine temperament, was suddenly attacked 
Tvith a slight chill at 2 p. ni., wh*en she was in her ordinary health and en- 
g'aged in entertaining friencls. It fluctnated backward and forward during 
six hours, and was not worse at 8 p. m., than at first, when she retired to 
bed and fell at once into a profound sleep. At 9 p. m., she alarmed the 
servant who went to her room by her moaning, and at half past nine I 
found her in a low, muttering delirium, with the right half of the body 
cold to the touch, and the loft side in a feverish beat. The pulse at the 
wrists beat in conformity with the differing temperatures of the two sides 
of the body. The right hand pulse was small and feeble, the left full and 
throbbing. The respiration seemed short and was attended with groans. 

I gave a single dose of Oelseminum* and in thirty minutes the heat and 
pulsations of the two sides were equally adjusted. At this time the respi- 
ration averaged thirty-six, and the pulse one hundred and twenty-six per 
minute. The tongue was already dry and hard ; saliva like paste, breath 
offensive, eyes glazed, and countenance sunken with a definite expression 
of typhoid pneumonia. 

I prescribed five drops of Grelseminum in ten dessert spoonsful of water, 
one spoonful to be given every half hour. At 2.30 a. m., the pulse was re- 
daced in frequency eleven beats and the vessels were more full and differ- 
ently marked. The respirations were deeper and less frequent, and tho 
delirium assumed a more active character, referring now to the military 
rout at Bull Run. The Gelscmiuum was repeated every hour, and at 5 
a. m., the delusion of war excitement gradually passed away and she soon 
fell into a gentle sleep. A slower respiration followed with moisture on 
the palms of the hands, neck and chest. 

At the end of one hour, she awoke with a cough and expectoration of 
dark, offensive, venous blood which continued till half past eight o'clock, 
when the breathing became free, fever subsided, and iu forty-eight hours 
«he was about the house again. 

Case II. 
Twelve months from that day she arose in ordinary health and dined out ; 
returned at 8 p. m., retired at 9 p. m., and fell asleep, but awoke at mid- 
night in a chill which lasted eight hours. In thirty minutes she l)ecame 
unconscious with the same muttering delirium as before. Pulsatilla was 
given without benefit, and hot blankets and bottles of hot water were stead- 
ily applied three hours before any sensible effect followed. At this time, 
it was suggested that she was very fond of hot lemonade and would be 
likely to swallow it; she took it greedily and with external heat, the chill 
gave way. The reaction was feeble and respiration labored and painful. 
The morning dawn disclosed a countenance sunken and changed; respira- 
tion short and numbering forty-three per minute; pulse one hundred nm 
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fort^^-six, prostration so great that she would lie in the position g'lFen her 
till it was changed by her attendants. 

Three drops of gelseminam were now given at one dose. The breatk 
had become exceedingly offensive and it was soon followed by the exndi- 
tion of dark, grumous blood upon the pillow. Similar putrid dischargei 
passed unconsciously from the bowels, and the scanty urine gave the same 
offensive odor. * 

Drop doses of gelseminum given twelve times at intervals of an hoar, 
after tlie chill subsided, produced no definite change for better or worse; 
pulse and breathing remained unchanged; medicine continued as before ia 
rice and toast water. 

The third day showed no loss and no apparent gain; room more offenaivB 
from want of ventilation. 

Fourth day — pulse one hundred and twenty-four, and respiration thirty- 
six ; in other respects better. Gelseminum continued. 

Fifth morning — signs of returning consciousness ; respiration twenty- 
six and pulse ninety-eight. Gelseminum superseded by mild re-action aixl 
tlie patient recovered in twenty days, without further medication. 

Cask III. 

A boy, aged nineteen, in the twenty-third day of typhoid fever ; had been 
in an unconscious lethargy sixteen days in the hands of three allopathie 
doctors ; hnd had watery, brown, offensive diarrhoea, from the seventeenth 
day of his illness. His treatment had been a Dover's powder one hour aw 
a wine glass of brandy the alternate hour, with an occasional dose o£ sugar 
of lead. 

These remedies together with the brandy were promptly stopped. M 
he knew nothing and could say nothing for himself, the general evidenoi 
was secondary and taken from attendants. He was hot twelve hours fol- 
lowed by colliquative sweats for the same period. 

I ordered rhus and nitric acid, in alternation, every two hours, for tfte 
first day and night. The diarrhoei ceased, and he then took ten drops of 
gelseminum in the course of the day following. To my surprise and satis- 
faction I found him with a soft clean tongue and showing signs of returnr 
ing reason. He was dismissed on the seventh day of ray attendaooe, 
November 29, 1864. 

^ Cask IV. 

A lady, aged thirty-two, of sanguine temperament, on the third of ber 
illness, exhibiting symptoms of tlie typhoid kind, simulating delirium tre- 
mens ; circulation reduced ; purple face ; sighing ; fulness of blood in tbfl 
brain. 

It was at first a dark picture The sighing, sinking respiration wai 
clearly not a gastric symptom. The condition of the brain foiled that nuBr 
picion, when it was remembered that sighing respiration is sometimes oos- 
nected with a turgid condition of the veins of the liver, and that thetxfftf 
cava in that state is embarrassed in the delivery of blood to the heart. Tbe 
turgescence cf the brain must follow as a matter of consequence of th« 
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jIH^,, obstrtiction The case wag unraveled and gelBeminum prescribed, with 

^ prompt results, bringing the patient out of lier prostration, and removing 

. the typhoid tendencies. The nervous state which succeeded these more 

.. ^ alarming symptoms was relieved by coculus. 

rid i!*: __ 

ARTICLE L. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Surgical Ciures from practice. By JokitHo&nbt, M. D.^ 
'^^' ofPoughkeepsie, 

Case I. — Recti Occlusionis, 

yxt^ In December, 1855, 1 was called out of the city to i^ee a lady, seventy 

years of age, suffering from occlusion of the rectum. She was pf a bilious, 

ratjeei lymphatic temperament, of good constitution for her age, and was one of 

three sisters who had all succumbed to the same disease. 

[lOQii I found her suffering intense pain in the bowels and rectum ; the latter 

i-m ^^^ hard, tightly closed and swollen at its extremity so as not to admit 

3JL anything larger than a probe. She had been without a passage fi:9m the 

bowels for three days ; all attempts to relieve them by enemata having 

failed, and cathartics only aggravating her agonies. She suffered much 

from thirst ; had fevor ; was sleepless and restless ; refused all nourish- 

ineut, saying she had no desire for any kind of food and despaired of 

recovery. 

Nuz vomica, fifteenth decimal potency, three pills in half a pint of clear 
'*** rain water, one teaspoonful every six hours, restored the action of the 

^** bowels in twenty-four hours. She took three pills of the same remedy, 

every third night after this for two months, when she regained her usual 
P health, and had no relapse of the disease to the time of her death, from 

«^ other causes, two years afterwards. 

Cask IT. — Ulcus Scrophidosis, 

la In 1856, a boy aged seven years, of lymphatic nervous temperament and 

lif feeble constitution, was brought to my office, suffering from dorsal curva- 

ii ture of the spine and scrofulous .ulcers on the neck, wjhich had been dis- 

rtf charging for three years. His parents and one grandmother were all of 

^ strumous constitution, and homoeopathy liad been resorted to, after all 

other methods of medication had been tried without relief. 

I administered conium maculatum, which simulated his characteristic 

symptoms, in the thirtieth decimal potency, three pills every third night 
u for a year, and at longer intervals for a second year, which restored his 

< general health and healed the ulcers, which have so remained to the prc- 

j sent time. 

Case III. — Tinea Capitis. 

> I have cured many cases of scald head in children liy the use of the 

similars, mercurius vivus, graphites and sulphur, in the thirtieth decimal 
potency; one to three globules in half a pint of clear rain water ; dose, one 
teaspoonful, night and morning, daily ; or once in two or three days. 
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Case IV. — HcBmarrhaids. 
Many cases of these painful tumors have yielded, in my practice, to cvt 
Bticum*^, nux vomica", and sulphur'^, decimal potencies, diluted as above, 
and administered in similarity with symptoms. 

Case Y,— Ulcus TibicB. 

A woman of middle age, robust constitution and nervous biliaas tempera- 
ment, applied to> me, with an ulcer on her left leg of long standing. It 
came, she said, from scratching the part, and had received previous inedi> 
cal and surgical treatment without benefit. 

Pulsatilla" decimal, three pills in half a pint of rain water, one temspoon- 
ful night and morning for three days, threw her into a state of constitu- 
tional erethism simulating pyrexia, without thirst, headache or porspira^ 
tion; after its subsidence a rash showed itself on her arms and sw^el/ing of 
the glands of the left groin. 

The medicine was now omitted and allowed to exhaust itself; when 
there being reason to believe from her previous associations, that her con- 
stitution was affected with syphilitic virus; mercurius vivus**, decimal, wu 
adminstered, three pills every night. At the end of a fortnight, the ulcer , 
cleaned, commenced granulating, and healed in a week. 

Case VI ^^EryBtpdas Phlegmonis Psois. 

One case of this disease which has always been considered dangeroo 
and generally fatal in old school practice, came under my care last epriBf 
in the person of a little girl ten years of age, of sanguine, lymphatic tem 
porament and delicate constitution. 

It commenced with erysipelatous inflammation and swelling of the instep 
of the left foot, attended with fever, chills, thirst, sleeplessness and genera! 
constitutional malaise ; after the fifth day, stinging, burning pain in the 
instep; ecchymosis of the skin and softening of the tumor, which pointed 
to the surface iu a few days after, broke and discharged creamy matter 
without smell, mixed with blood. This was attended with abatement (^ 
constitutional symptoms, but the stinging pains in the dorsum of the foot 
still continued. The pains and free discharge continued severar week«, 
when the scaphoides came away in five pieces attended by copious disr 
charges of creamy matter. The stinging pains then subsided and mode- 
rate discharges continued about six months, then abated and is now de- 
creasing, leaving the patient's health much improved. The fistulous open- 
ings have not yet healed, as they are encouraged not to do ; for I consider 
them a safe outlet for the strumous matter generated by her constitutioi^ 
which, however, is less than heretofore. 

The homoeopathic treatment commenced with the application of warm 
rain water to the foot through flannel until resolution of the ulcer; an^ 
the internal use of rhus toxicodendron, 6th decimal, six pills in half apio^ 
of rain water jn teaspoonful doses, every six hours. This was followed on 
the appearance of ecchymosis, by arsenicum album, third trituration, one- 
quarter of a grain in the same quantity of water as above, and taken m 
teaspoonful doses night and morning, for a fortnight. I then commenced 
with calcarca carbonica, thirtieth decimal, three pills twice a week, every 
alternate week, which has been continued to the present time. 



Wlien 1 last saw her, a fortnight since, she gave every indication of A 
cure, and I confidently anticipate the entire eradication of all her constitiii- 
^|TJ tional malady. The foot which had been very much swollen from the first, 
hfis retarned to nearly its natural sise, and of the fistulous openings, three 
have healed and two remain open as conduits to the discharges. 
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Case Yll.—Syphilis. 

In the treatment of this disease, I have found homcdopathic remedie3 
much more satisfactory than those of the old school. I have cured many 
cases of huuterian chancre, pseudo chancre, gonorrhoea virulenta, blenorrho^ 
i^xd sycosis, many of them rendered very severe by allopathic ^isman.- 
' ^ ,ageinent. 

The remedies I found curative were arseuicum album 30, belladonna 30, 
cantbaris 12, hepar sulphur 3^ lachesis 30, mercuriu^ sublimate of the sixth 
und also tlie twelfth potency, mercurius rubii^m 3^ mercurius vivus, the 
first, third, sixth and thirtieth decimal trituration, nitric acid 3, phosphoric 
acid 3, thuja occidentalis 30, and sulphur 30, given in similarity. £xtef- 
nally, I allowed no applfcations whatever, except warm rain water. 

r|it,a Case VIIT. — Urethra Slrictune. 

Several cases of stricture of the male urethra have been treated by me, 

homoeopathically, with very good success, for so inveterate a disease. 

. Nux vomica in the fifteenth decimal trituration, always relieved the 

' ^ stricture and its continuance at long intervals, preserved the patients from 

'"^^ .any return of the previous distresging symptoms. I have abandoned the 

?^ use of the bougie, after repeated trials. 

I find keeping the feet dry and warm, and avoidance of stimulants very 
^'^ successful aa a preventive ag&inst an attack of the disease. 

liiij ' . Case IX.-^SpermcUorrhaea. 

i f I have treated several cases of this disease successfully with thuja 8, 

1J9 sulphur 30 and phosphoric acid Sifl, decimal potency, together with the 

t^ observance of regular diet and habits. The medicine was administered in 

15 doses of three pills at bedtime, once every week, and second week, keeping 

^ up their action as lo^g as the cases seemed to require. 






Case X. — Hernia Inguinalis. 

This case occurred in my own person, of which the following is a history: 

I am fifty-one years of age, of nervous bilious temperament^ and have Ik 
constitution highly sensitive to mental and physical impressions. I have 
long suffered from dyspepsia, which has been aggravated during the last 
five years. I have had inactivity of tie bowels, contracted in India, for 
the last thirty years, which has alternated regularly during the year with 
diarrhoea for the last five years, which has promptly submitted to similars 
of the sixth, twelfth, fifteenth and thirtieth decimals. 

Two and a half years ago I was suddenly seized, after standing in a bent 
position, with pricking, burning pain in the right inguiua, followed, in a 
short time, by a hernial sack of small size, which increased in twenty-four 
hours to the size of a goose'i^ egg, was occupied by the intestine and at- 

[Assem., No. 161.] 15 
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'tended with pain in the loins, nausea at stomach, and inability to more 
without a truss, which I have worn dailj ever since, not being able to 
stand five minutes without it. 

Having read in the Amfsrican Uomoeopathic Review for October, 1864, 
of the cure in Germany of a man seventy-five years of age, effected bj 
medicines mailed to him by Dr. Fincke, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and reported 
by him, I wrote to Dr. Fincke for a parcel of the medicines at the potencies 
cited by him in his report. Not hearing from him until three weeks later, 
and being anxious in the matter, I wrote after a week^s delay to I. T. Taf- 
fel, of Philadelphia, (who, I had just then Icanied, could supply Jenichen's 
and Lehrmann's highest potencies) for the highest dilutions of rhus and nnx 
vomica. I received by mail the two hundredth potency of each, and took 
thrqe globules of nux vomica at bod time that night. What was my aston- 
ishment and delight to arise from my bed next morning without hernia. 

For a week after taking the nux I felt a sensation in the groin as if 
hernia would momentarily protrude, without, however, its descent, for 
which I repeated the dose of three globules of nnx, and since taking the 
first dose have been as apparently free from it as if it had never occurred, 

I wish to point to an important fact in this case, namely, that during the 
period I have had the hernia, two and a half years, I have taken for it spe- 
cially, and for other ailments, both rhus and nux in the mother tincture, 
third, sixth, twelfth, fifteenth and thirtieth decimal potencies, witbout a 
shade of relief. 

I wish also to notice that I was guided to nux from the beginning of mj 
malady by its similarity to all my symptoms, especially the characteristic 
ones; but, notwithstanding, the lower potencies never helped my case. 
This strongly corroborates Hahnemann's opinion that the infiuitesimallitj 
of the drug bears a strict correspondence to its homceopathicity. 



ARTICLE LL 

Beport on Clinical Medicine. Ilomoeopathic Treatment of Diseases Peculiar to Womsn 
and Children. By Jobm Uorkbt, M. D. 

Diseases of the uterine, system being sui generalium, the diseases of 
women, pertaining to them by sex, and the maladies of children peculiarlj 
theirs through their infantile and developing condition, I propose to treat 
briefly of them and to illustrate, by several cases, their applicableness to 
homoeopathic treatment. 

In November, 1852, 1 was consulted by a married lady, thirty-four years 
of age, of dark complexion, and hervous, bilious temperament, for *' female 
weakness,^' with which, she said, she had been troubled for many years. 
She had suffered from painful menstruation from tl>e commencement; this 
had, at times, been mitigated by the treatment she had received, but for 
some time past this had only served to aggravate the disease, compelling 
her to resort to homoeopathy for the relief she could not obtain from allo- 
pathic sources, either at home or abroad. 

She looked thin and haggard; was unable to move about on account of 
constant drawing, bearing down pains in the loins and hips. She had dart- 
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iBg, stabbing and burning in the vagina and uterus, with discharge of 
bloody pus,, constipated bowels; frequent urging to urinate; loss of appe- 
tite and strength; headache, often attended with nausea; a peculiar sink- 
ing feeling in the stomach; unrefreshing sleep; much anguish and hope- 
lessness of mind. 

On inspection, I found the vagina congested, and inflamed at the ctU de 
sac; the cervix uteri enlarged to three diameters of the healthy organ, 
inflamed and containing on its lower part a ragged corroding ulcer^ dis- 
charging the bluody pus before spoken of. 

A solution of liquor hydrargyri per nitratis and clarified rain water was 
applied to the ulcer with a camel's hair pencil ; a dossil of cotton wool in- 
troduced between the ulcer and vagina, anfl the patient committed to rest 
for a week. 

At my next visit, she reported that, tl)e day after the application, her 
mouth tasted brassy and filled frequently with saliva; this lasted for a 
week, and than disappeared. The pains in the back and uterus were 
much relieved, affording her comfort by duy and rest by night. The 
uterus looked better and discharged less. 

The mercurius was again applied and left to act for a week, when I 
found evident improvement; the ulcer had diminished and so also the dis- 
charges; she ate and slept better and was gaining strength. 

I now applied a weaker solution and at the end of a fortnight found the 
OS uteri reduced one-third; the discharges diminished and altered to pus, 
such as proceeds from ulcers when granulating. 

A weakened solution was reapplied three times at intervals of a fort- 
night, when the ulcer healed. The os uteri was reduced to its healthy size 
and so remained; the pains on menstruation 'ceased; the patient was able 
to take exercise and had regained her strength, and cheerfulness. 

The case was allowed to follow its course for two months, when she 
complained of old symptoms of dyspepsia, which had afflicted her before, 
the uterine disease commenced, namely: heartburn, nausea, headache, 
sleepiness after meals, constipation and flatulency. She was treated with 
similars, and, after two months, returned to her situation as stewardess 
of a sea steamer. 

She was obliged, however, to visit me on the return of the Vessel to 
port, as her dyspepsia always returned at sea; attributable to unsuitable 
diet on board. A residence on shore proved beneficial, enabling her to use 
proper diet a^d exercise. She reported that her menstrual difficulties 
always followed the aggravations of dyspepsia and were improved by 
their alleviations. 

The above is one of seven similar cases of ulcerated os-uteri, treated in 
the same manner and followed by like results. 

Casb II. 
In January, 1853, I was called to visit a lady afflicted with severe neu- 
ralgic pains of the head, stomach, and limbs. She was fifty-six years of 
age, of nervous, sanguine temperament and feeble constitution. She had 
l)een subject to such attacks, periodically, for many years. She dated 
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them from a serere saliyation to which she had heen anbjected for westerii 
fever twenty years preyious. 

She had had two children at fnll terras, followed by frequent miscarriage; 
had suffered from painfol menstruation and ''female weakness'' tbrovghout; 
that is, beating down pains in the loins and hips; smarting and borning- 
in the ateros and vagina; leucorrhosa; first milky, then yellow, and lastlj 
bloody pns. Allopathy had given her, she said, all the aid it eonld aflbrd^ 
but she had been a greater sufferer while menstrnation lasted, and when it 
ceased neuralgia commenced and gradually iucoeased till it cmlminated, ia 
this instance, in most excruciating pains of the head, stomach, asd limbs. 

She looked sallow, thin, and feeble; was confined in bed; felt sick at tlie 
stomach; the bowels were constipated, which had been their omdition for 
years. She had previously obtained some help from emetics. 

She was treated with similars and proper diet, and was completely 
relieved in twelve hours. She had no return of neuralgia until summei; 
when she visited friends in the oounti^, and indulgence in improper food 
induced another attack of leas severity, however, than formerly. Similars 
restored her to health and usefulness. She continued well as long as she 
confined herself to regulated diet, but indulgence in her former habits of 
eating invariably caused a return of the neuralgia. Even her constipatioii 
was relieved, and in the month of October, 1853, she took leave of me. 

This is one of five cases of neuralgia, similar in character, all treated in * 
the same manner, and with like results. 

Case III. 

In January, 1853, I was consulted by a married lady, aged twenty-five, 
of nervouSp bilious temperament and enervated constitution, for hysterical 
eclampsia, from which she had suffered for two years. 

She said " she had always had painful menstruation, with pains in loins 
and hips; bearing down, cutting, stabbing pains in thQ uterus and vagina; 
leucorrhoea; at first milky, afterwards slimy, and at that time bloody pus. 
She had had one feeble child, which died shortly after its birth, and was 
then in her second pregnancy. She had been subject to frequent fits, 
which were becoming aggravated, causing alarm to herself and friends. 
Previous allopathic treatment had effected no alleviation in them favorable 
to cure, and she was forced to try homoeopathy." 

She was sallow, emaciated, and very nervous; had always had a great 
relish for dainty living, mental excitement, company, and late hours, iQ 
which she had freely indulged, and to which she was then a victim. 

Under regulated diet and orderly habits, with the administration of simi- 
lars, the spasms subsided, and she passed favorably through her confine- 
ment. Two months afterwards she was treated for ulcerated cervix uteri, 
with the liquor hydrargyri per nitratfs, after which she was quite restored 
to health and a better state of constitution, as her friends acknowledged, 
than she had ever known before. 

This is the first of four similar cases treated successfully. 

Cask IV. 
In November, 1853, I was summoned to attend a young lady suffering 
from menorrhagia, to which she had become subject. She was of nervous 
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bilioQfl tempefament, and debilitated cohstitntion; had had painful men- 
fltnaiatiou from the beginning, with naaeca and sometimes vomiting; con* 
Btipation, fitfbl appetite, and imperfect digestion. In her case, the fluid 
flowed in gashes alternating with dark clots causing pain in passing, pre- 
ceded by pain in the loins and uterus, at times of great fie verity. 
. The administration of homoeopathic remedies, with regular diet, restored 
her in a month to regular menstruation without pain. 

The abdve is one of ten similar cases rf^stored by homoeopathic treatr 
mefnt, all *which recoveries . continned as long as a proper regimen was 
observed, but returned, invariably, to an aggravation of all former iLym^ 
loms, on indulgence in impropet diet, 

Gase V. 

In May, 1855, 1 was called to treat a young lady of eighteen years, of 
nervous lymphatic temperament and robust constitution, for dysnienor- 
rhoBa. She had then severe menstrnal cdlic, which always accompanied 
the appearance of the catamenia, and had a deficient flow of menstruation 
of a dark color lasting two or three days and followed by leucorrhoea of 
milky appearance. 

She had previously employed domestic and allopathic remedies without 
advantage. She recovered in two mouths, under homosopatbic medication, 
and continued well as long as she did not use improper food. 

Her ca86 is one of fifteen of similar character and results, namely: speedy 
recoveries under similar and proper regimen, with recurrence on usii^g 
improper diet 

Case VI. 

In August, 1859, a young lady of seventeen was brought to me by her 
mother for treatment of chlorosis. She was of nervous temperament and 
delicate constitution; her complexion was of a pale green color; the 
whites^of her eyes were of a leaden blue, and their lustre dull; she was 
emaciated, debilitated, and dispirited: had depraved appetite, with unnat- 
ural craving for chalk and other innntritioui substances. She had been 
under allopathic treatment for several months without benefit. She re- 
ciovered under my care in six weeks, and has remained well ever since. 

Case VII. 

February, 1862. The patient, a robust girl of sanguine temperament 
aged sixteen years, complained of severe pains in both hypogastric and 
loins, attended with uterine colic* nausea and vomiting, headache, fever 
and sweating, constipation, lassitude and anguish of mind. These symp- 
toms subsided after a week, leaving her weak and dispirited. At the 
end of a month they returned, and her friends gave her domestic remedies 
without efiect At the next attack, a month later, she was placed under 
allopathic treatment, and after a week transferred to me. I found her in 
a high fever, with severe headache, vomiting, restlessness, severe pains in 
the loins and hypogastVium and tenderness in the uterus. She had been 
in this condition for a week, when her friends became alarmed and placed 
her under my charge. 

In three days she recovered, although the menses had not made their 
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appearance. Her friends ezpr^sing nrinch anxiety about her, I fonnd, on 
examination, the oh uteri congested and its orifice closed up. A medinin 
sized gum elastic bongie was gently and gradually introduced into the os, 
once a week, for three weeks; a high dilution of platina administered once 
a week, and in a month from the last attack menstruation took place and 
has done since, though latterly it has been accompanied with pain whicl^ 
has been mitigated by means of careful diet and proper medication. 

This is one of twenty-seven cases treated by me on homceopathic princi* 
pies, which, for obvious reasons I consider prefcrablo to the remedies em- 
ployed by our allopathic friends. 

The medicines employed were aconitum 80, arsenicam album 30, aurum' 
metallicum 12, china 80, belladonna 80, coccuhis 12, conium maculatum 80, 
ipecacuanha 12, lachesis 80, nux moschat 1, nux vomica 15, pnlsatilla 
12, sabiua 80, secale cornutum 8, and sepia succus 80, decimal potencies. 

Case VIII. 

In August, 1856, an infant, the child of healthy parents, was attacked 
with cholera infantum. The symptoms were, violent and continual vomit- 
ing and purging; thirst, with dry mouth, lips and tongue; head, hot with 
clammy perspiration on the forehead; cold extremities; purple, marbled 
color of the skin; panting breath and inverted eyes. The child, had a 
month before, evinced a craving for food which had been indulged. 

Th.c symptoms were carefully met with similars and arrested in twenty- 
four hours, but he continued weak and feeble for a fortnight. An antisporic 
restored him to perfect health and he has grown a fine boy since. 

Case IX. 

In July, 1862, an infant three months old, a child of healthy parents that 
had been suffering four days from cholera infantum, haying been given up 
as hopeless by her allopathic physician, was placed under my charge. I 
found the child in the last stage of that dangerous malady. The symptoms 
were the same as those detailed in the last. 

She recovered sufficiently in two hours, for me to leave her for the night, 
and the next day I found her entirely free of all previous symptoms except- 
ing debility from which she recovered in a week. 

Pour weeks later, I was summoned in great haste to New York pity, 
where the child was visiting with her mother and indulgence in unsuitable 
food had reproduced the disorder. • "^^ 

Under my treatment she was sufficiently restored by the following day 
at three o'clock, for me to leave her, after which, with proper regimen, she 
progressed to health. 

In September, 1868, I was required to accompany the child's father to 
the house of his father-in-law in New York city, where I found the child in 
the condition first reported of her; reproduced by the same cause, trnproper 
food. 

She recovered, by the aid of similars, by the forenoon following, so as to 
be brought home here, accompanied by me. She convalesced rapidly and 
has since had no return of the malady. She had been in the hands of the 
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family allopathic attendant, at each of the above attacks — ^four days on the 
second, and threiB days on the last attack — and had, at both times been 
given up as hopeless. 

Many other similar cases treated in the same way have progressed 
favorably. 

Three cases of apthiB stomacace, two very inveterate through conatitu-v 
tional taint, were restored to perfect health without recurrence, by treat- 
ment with similars. 

In convulsions of teething d^'ldren, and the maladies connected with 
weaning, homoeopathic medicines acted cito, tulo et jucunde, in all the nu- 
merous cases I hav^ attiended. 

In the diarrhcBas of dentition, I have cured large numbers of children 
without the loss of a single, case,, tliough with frequent recurrence of the 
disease, through improper diet; when this obstacle was removed, the cases 
progressed invariably to a favorable termination. 

I have treated ten cases of membranous croup successfully. In the last^ 
the membrane came away entire after the second dose of kali carbonicum 
third decimal potency, one half grain in eight ounces of clear rain water« 
one teaspoonful every two. hours. 

Nine cases of hooping cough were treated by me with marked success, 
to the satisfaction of the friends of the patients and the credit of homoao- 
pathy. 

The medicines employed in the above cases, were aconitum 30, belladonna 
30, chamomilla 12, drosera 30, ipecacuanha 12, kali carbonicum 3, 
mcrcurius vivus 30, morcurius coj-r. 12, hepar sulphur 3, spongia 3, sulphur 
30, and sulphuric acid 3, decimal potencies; tliree globulus of number two 
size, dissolved in half a pint of clariGcd rain water and administered in half 
and full teaspoonful doses, according to the characteristics of individual 
cases. 

As women and children are subject also to many diseases common to 
male adults, I propose at some future time, to report my experience in the 
homoeopathic treatment of acute and chronic diseases. 

In conclusion, I beg leave- to observe, that attentive observation of the 
diseases peculiar to women and children, as exemplified above, for the last 
thirty-eight years, in India, England, and these Northern States, has de- 
monstrated to me that they mostly have their origin, directly or indirectly, 
in abuse of the functions of the stomich, directly, in person, and indirectly by 
inheritance. They are induced by indulgence in improper quantities and 
qualities of food and dainty and luxurious living &mong tho affluent; and 
its converse, deficient, innutritions, and deleterious food, alcoholic drinks 
and insalubrious habitations a^xong the poor; especially in crowded cities; 
and the universal habit of domestic and proft^ssional druggfing. 

The temperate and frugal of all conditions in life, in all countries through 
which I have traveled, are, as I have observed, generally exempt from them. 
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Article 52. List of OflBcers, PeTegates and Membera 1864-65. 

53. Lacbesis m tbe treatment of Pneamonia and Angina, by L. M. 
Kenyon, M. D., of Boflalo. 

ARTICLE LII. 

List of Officers, Delegates and Members 1864-65; 

OmCIBS ELECTKD, JARjrART 13, 1864. 

Dr. A. L. ConiBtoclc, .... of Buffalo, President. 

. J. W. Wallace, ..... do Vice-President. 

George W. Lewis, . . do Secretary. 

Alviu Sfaattuck, ..... do Treasurer. 

( CSNSOBS. 

J)j, A. H. Beers of Buffalo, 

R. R. Gregg do 

A. S. Hinkley, do 

' H. C. Blanchard do 

A. R. Wrigbt do 



Erie county. 

do 

: do 

do 

do 

DELEOATKS TO THE STATE HOIKEOPATHIC MEpTCAL SOCIETT. 



Dr. A. R. Wright, 
' A. H. Beers, 

Bfr. J. W. Wallace, 
A. R. Wright,. 



Dr. George W. Lewfs, 
A. S. Hinckley. \ 

OFFICERS ELECrCn, JANUART 11, 1865. 

. . . . . of Buffalo, President. 

do Vice President. 



Alvin Shattuok, . . 



do 



Secretary and Trcaa. 



CENSORS. 

Dr. L. M. Kenyon, of Buffalo Erie county. 

A. G. Hoxsie, do do 

A. H. Beers, i-y do 

A. S. Hinckley, do do 

S. Z. Havens do • do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMOSOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 



Dr G. W. Lewis, 
,* A. S. Hinckley,. 

Dr. Simeon Z. Haven . . , 

A. L. Comstock 

George W. Lewis . . . 

A. H. Beers 

Alvin Sbattu\^k....* 
Alonzo S. Hinckley.. 
David R. Williams.. 

A. R. Wright 

Lorenzo M. Kenyon.. 

R.R. Gregg 

J.W.Wallace 

Ht'nry C. Blanchard. . 

A. C. Hoxsie 

H.N. Martin 



Dr. A. R. Wright, 
A. H. Beers. 

MEMBERS. 

Buffalo Erie county. 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

GO 

do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



TBfiATMSNT OF PNEtTMORtA. iSS 

Dr. L. Bodford North Buffalo Erie county. 

*Ijewi8 Geifle Buffalo *.... do 

♦Martin H. Gillett. . . SpribgYille do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers, is held on the first 
Wednesday of January. Regular qnarterly meetings on the first Wednes- 
day of April, July, October, and January. Monthly meetings are also held 
on the first Wednesday of each month, from October to April. 



ARTICLE LIII. 

lAchesis in the Treatment of Pnemnonia and AngiHa. By L. KsAiroir, M. D., of 

Baffi&Io.t 

Haying been where I have not seen the Review for two years past, and 
lately come in possession of the back numbers, I have noticed the discus- 
sion which has been carried on in some of its numbers regarding Tachesis, 
and if I am not too late, would like to add my mite in favor of this potent 
remedy. I will <Jo so by detailing the fullowing case, which I take from 
my notebook, dated October, 1850, simply premising that up to this time 
I had never given a remedy above the eighteenth potency, and vcrv seldota 
ajB high as that. 

Mrs. 0., aged 48 years, nervous temperament, has for many years, every 
spring and fall, had acute pnenmonia, alwaj-s been nnder allopathic treat- 
ment, and by a physician of the old heroic school, generally salivated, 
always bled, blistered and purged, and is now a perfect wreck of hc»r former 
self. I hardly find an ache or pain that human flesh is heir to, that she 
does not have. She now resorts to hoiuoBopathy, at the earnest entreaty 
of friends, in hopes she may escape her U8ual fall attack. The more pro- 
minent symptoms requiring immediate attention at the present time, are 
as follows : 

No sleep nntil after midnight, and frequently until daylight, great 
despondency and sadness, weakness of memory, headache when in the sun, 
with glimmering of eyes, swollen and easily bleeding gums, sore throat 
with sensation of fullness, or as of a ping in the throat, tonsils enlarged, 
constant dryness of throat, frequent entire loss of voice, burning pain in 
region of left ovary, menstruation irregular for ten months past, sometimes 
in twenty days, then passing by six to seven weeks, corrosive acrid leu- 
chorrhea for ten days after menstruat on. Everything sours on the sto- 
mach, heartburn almost incessantly, violent pressing, burning pain in the 
top of the head, from within outwards, constant dry hacking cough, palpi- 
tation of heart from slightest causes, exercise or emotions, almost uniform 
constipation of bowels, coldness of limbd below elbows and knees. 

This wap the picture presented to my view, and in a patient who had 
been t6ld by her family physician in whom she had trusted for over twenty 
years, that she would not probably live through another winter. After a 
careful investigation of her case, I selected and left her a few doses of 
lachesis*. 

In the course of two hours I was sent for in great haste to see my 
patient, and found that within half an hour after taking the first dose, she 

'Deceaaed. f^^* Horn. Reyltw. 
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was taken with violent chill, more of a nervooA shuddering than chill, yet 
the skin was covered, even where she was warmly clothed, with the cuUm 
anserinaj great oppression of the chest, violent palpitation of heart, heats 
irregular and intermittent, pulse small, weak and tremulous, entire loss of 
voice, sensation of throat bt^ing entirely filled up, face livid, or almost 
purple, head confused, slightly delirious, tongue and fauce^ red and dry. 

I was not disposed to give lachesis credit for this entire condition, bat 
administered belladonna, which in a few hours gave her relief From this 
time, for several days, other remedies were given,, with no perceptible 
effect, except that under the action of ealphur** she would rest quietly all 
night. Sulphur, of course, bpcame a favorite remedy with her. 

After reviewing the whole case again, I concluded to give one dose of 
lachesis**, which was the ultimatum of high potencies with meat that time, 
and, ten days after the former dose, I gave the one dose. In half an 
hoar or less, almost precisely the same condition as followed its former 
administration, ensued. Balladonna, as before, relieved her, and, in four- 
teen days, I gave again lachesis**, three globules, and to my utter astonish- 
ment with the same result, only that the symptoms were more severe and 
urgent in their character. I could, of course, doubt no longer that tlie 
remedy hdd aggravated the case, and, having firm faith in our law of cure, 
determined to test the matter thoroughly. The aggravation was allowed 
to pass off under the administration of sac lac, and she continued to im- 
prove for about a month, during which time I had obtained lach."* (Jen-* 
nichen's). She had vowed she would never take the remedy again know- 
ingly. I gave her three globules of lachesis'** at bed time, at the time 
remarking, that I was very anxious she should sleep that night, so I be- 
lieved I would give her a single dose of sulphur. She expressed gratifica- 
tion because she always slept so well under that remedy. 

When I went in the next morning, I found her speechless; but she wrote 
on a slate, ** You thought you were going to cheat me finely last night, 
did'nt you, but I knew in less than fifteen minutes after takin^'^ the dose 
that it was lachesis." The aggravation was not as severe, producing only 
slight oppression of breathing, some dryness of throat and hacking cough, 
with loss of voice; no chill or palpitation of heart. This dose was allowed 
to act without interference, and a rapid improvement was the result, and 
with the repetition of the same dose three or four times during the follow- 
ing six months. She was restored to perfect health. She has never had 
pneumonia since, and is now a strong healthy woman. 

I give the case as it occurred, and leave those who do not get results 
from lachesis, or who do not believe in the efficacy of high potencies, to 
draw their own inferences. I have always found lachesis, when well 
indicated, to be a quick and potent remedy. I have many times removed 
all the premonitory symptoms of quinsy in persons very subject to it, with 
a few doses of the 30th, and always find it effectual in those cases of 
angina, where the pain shoots up from the throat to the ear, especially so, 
if it is a burning pain. And I have never found a remedy that would so 
universally relieve the burning pressure from within* outwards, in the top 
of the head, which is frequently the only symptom females complain of at 
the climacteric period. 
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HAHNEMANN ACADEMY OF MEDICINE. 

♦ 

55. List- of Officers, Honorary, Corresponding and Resident Members, 

1864-65. 

56. The Plan of the Campaign, and the Elements of Victory. An Address 

before the Hahnemann Academy of Medicine. By F. W. Hunt, M. 
D., of New York. 

ARTICLE LV. 

List of OfScers, Honorary^ Corresponding and Resident Members, 1864-65. 

Officers Elected Pegbmbeb 7,.1864. 

Dr. Edwin M. Kellogg. • New York 'President. 

F. S. Bradford do Vice President. 

S. Lilienthal do •••. Cor. Secretary. ' 

T. F. Allen , . do Rec. Sec'y and Treas'r. 

Trustees. 

Dr. D. D. Smith 255 Fourth Avenue. . . . New York 

A. S. Ball ,... 43 West 11th street... do 

8. B Barlow 62 East 21st street . . : . do 



Hqnorart Members Elected in 1850. 

Dr. F. F. Quinn London. ' 

Stapf • Germany. 

C Bering Philadelphia. 

Haynel Baltimore. 

Corresponding Members 
Elected in 1850, none nince. Residences given as then stated* 

Dr. M. Andrews San Francisco, Cal. 

E. D. Annin Newark, N. J. 

— Belden . . . . • New Orleans, La. 

L. Clary Syracuse, N. Y. 

A. P. Cook Hudson, N. Y. 

J. T. Curtis • Danbury, Conn. 

J. F. Flagg Boston, Mass. 

Elial T. Foote New Haven^ Conn. 

W. A, Gardner Philadelphia, Penn. 

J. B. Gilbert Savannah, S. C, 

A. Gray Buffido, N. Y. 

Green Washington, D. 0. 

R. R. Gregg Buffalo. N. Y. 

E. Guernsey New York. 

A. Hall Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

W. T. Helmuth St. Louis, Mo. 

« A.G.Hull New York. 

J. Jeaner Philadelphia, Penn. * 

E. D. Jones Albany, N. Y. 

Lafon, . . ; Newark, N. J. 

0. P. Leggett Peckskill. N. Y. 

E. Lovejoy Owego, N. Y. 
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Dr. F. R. McManus Baltimorp, M. D. 

J L. Martin . • • Boston, Mass. 

C. Neidhard Pbiludelphia, Penn. 

A. H. Okie Providence, R. I. 

H. D. Paine New York. 

Piper Washington, D. C. 

E. A. Potter. . : Oswego, N. Y. 

J. A. Pnlte Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Reisig Berlin, Prussia. 
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ARTICLE LVI. 

Tha Plan of the Campiign, and the Elements of Victory. An address before th€i EUl* 
nemann Acadeiliy of Medicine. By F. W. Hu:«t« M. D. of New York. 

Human life on our earth, is to a great extent, made up of a warfare 
between man's frail organism and the material element, and laws of physi- 
cal nature. 

In defending themselves against the aggressions of the material world, 
men have, for the last forty centuries at least, relied chiefiy upon a single 
IDXA ; they have guessed at the nature of the perversion of physiological 
action called disease ; and they have supposed that the only way to cor« 
rect this disordered action was to produce another disordered action which 
should injure the system in a way as nearly as possible opposite to that 
which the disease appeared to be doing. This coarse has* now been faith- 
fully pursued for a few thousand years ; and the more intelligent portion 
of our race are not yell satisfied with the results. Indeed, up to this very 
day it may be said that mankind, '' having sufifered much of many diseases, 
and quite as much from many physicians ; and having spent all, are not 
better, but rather worse." It was only near the end of the last century 
that the idea occurred to a single man |hat the reason he had failed in 
practice must be that the profession was on the wrong trail entirely. Perw 
haps, instead of trying to create a new disease opposite in its character to 
that which we are called upon to combat, we ought to use means capable 
of causing a similar disease. Ho made the effort to cure diseases on the 
principle directly opposite to that on which he had been educated to act ; 
and he was successful. He thought the reform of medicine a desirable 
thing, a thing needful, and proper to be attempted. He set aboi\t it, sup^ 
posing that if he should succeed in pointing out a more safe, certain, and 
pleasant road to the life-giving jind life-renewing fountains of health, all 
men would thank him ; at least they would not persecute him. 

Had the reform proposed by Samuel Hahnemann been of an insignificant 
character, it might have been accepted by the medical world without con- 
troversy. Had the new path into which he invited the profession been only 
a little smoother than the old one, and lying right along*side of it, like 
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that which led the pilgrima from the main high-way into the domain of the 
giant, physicians might have been easily lured into it. Had it been a 
mere cross road, no doubt many were already sufficiently tired of the old 
beaten road to he willing to try a new one. But the innovation proposed 
was a radical one. It contemplated a counter-march such as the teachers and 
practitioners of the healing art had never been called upon to make. It called 
upon the chiefs of science to reverse the wheels of the ponderous engine, and 
seek for their long sought object in the opposite direction; to dethrone that 
great Diana that was worshipped not only in all Asittf but in all the conti- 
nents and hemispheres of our globe. The new doctrine came forth embodied ia 
only three simple words, SimilicL, Similibus, Curantur. But it was discor- 
ered that, like the three magic words, LUterty, Eqadily, Fraternity, which 
had just before been spoken in the ears of the masses in France, tfaerd wti 
a power within the words far transcending all that appeared upon the ma- 
face. The' wise old counsellors of the schools said to their pupils, "beware 
of this new tri-colorcd flag with only three mystical words on it It couteoh 
plates a revolution, and the sin of exciting a revolution is greater Uian the 
Bin of witchcraft.'' The three words on the banner not only mean all thej 
say, but, like the Welsh triads and the revolutionary flags of the French, they 
mean more than they seem to say. The three potent words of political revolution 
in France have just j9u^ down the king for the avx)wed purpose of *'seltingyip 
the man." But in doing this they have elevated seven hundred tyra:nJts in 
the place of one king f and in the name of. liberty they have ruled the 
twenty-five millions of trembling people of France with the iron sceptre of 
terror. And now here comes an adventurer in science, who throws a bsih 
ner to the breeze inscribed with cabalistic words, which may have hidden 
within them power to wake the dislocating thunder which will rock and 
uproot the foundations of |he venerable temples in which we have so long 
worshipped. Aiid the fathers of medicine gave to their disciples the same 
advice for this life that a revolutionist gave to one who was about to eater 
another. " If there be a revolution in the other world/' said Danton to hk 
friend who was on his way to the guillotine, *' take my advice, and ham 
nothing to. do wOh it.'^ 

The revolutionary doctrine of Hahnemann was rejected by men who were 
eealous of the traditions of the fathers. But the three magic words on his 
banner had a vital power within them ; and they would not die ; — ^tbey had 
come into the world to revolutionise medical practice ; and, under the name 
of HoifosoPATHT, they commenced their work. 

The principle of homoeopathy has thcnoeforth to the present time carried 
on an aggressive warfare against ail principles and powers that oppose iti 
universal recognition as the true law of cure. The history of that warfare 
I do not now propose to give. The position in which homoeopathy nov 
ttands before the world might be set forth with some degrees of clearness, 
but we shall not now enter upon that. What remains to be done ? is a stUi 
more important question. What is the proper work of the present day and 
hour ? What is the plan of the campaign on which we now enter f sod 
what are the true elements of victory f We cannot enter into the subject; 
but a few thoughts press upon us. 
I. We must hold all the ground that we have ever yet occupied. All 
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tiie principles and facts established by the observations of Hahnemann or 
his disciples must be held fast, whether we all place a high value on each 
one of them or not. What these doctrines and facts are in detail, I cannot 
now undertake to say. I know there are many things claimed that honioeo- 
pathists don't feel like defending. What I propose is that we yield nothing 
to those who deny the cardinal truth of homoeopathy. There may bo some 
advance positions taken by Hahnemann that some would be willing to 
resign to the enemy. I would rather see the flag of similia nailed to every 
mast on every battery, nowhere to be lowered, never to be hauled down. 

But I have heard some homoeopathist^ say: "I think homceopathy a 
grand improvement, but I can't pretend to defend * high attenuations ' and 
mere modn-shine doses, ' I can't walk on these high ropes, amid these moun- 
tain fog-clouds ; it makes my head dizzy." We can only say now that 
there are men who have shown themselves able to walk erect even there. 
And many of the grandest triumphs of the new doctrine over the old ; And 
the lightest touches that the ddicate fingers of science have ever made upon the 
-eecret springs of life have been made by these very men. And yet there are 
men who propose to surrender the whole domain of high attenuations, and 
all the teachings of Hahnemann on dynamization, and confess to the world 
that we have been lured aw.ay from the realm of common-sence by a mere 
phosphorescent marsh-maiden lamp, which only " leads to bewilder and 
dazzles to blind." Hahnemann himself regarded the discovery of what he 
called the doctrine of dynamization as one of incalculable value to our race. 
Let us consider well the extent of our loss, when we talk about surrender- 
ing it. 

Hahnemann, in speaking of the treatment of mental diseases says : "A 
dose stronger than necessary acts with too great violence, and plunges the 
normal and intellectual faculties into such disorder that it is iinposible to 
discover quickly any amendment that takes place." " It is the common 
fault of the physicians who go from the old school of medicine over to the 
homoeopathic to violate this most important rule. Blinded by prejudice^- 
they avoid small doses of medicine attenuated in the highest degree, and 
thns deprive themselves of the great advantages which experience has a 
thousand times proved to result from them ; they cannot accomplish that 
which the true homoeopathist is capable of doing, and yet they falsly declare 
themselves his disciples." {Organon, p. 210. Note.) 

We will not pretend to limit the practitioner either in the degree of at- 
tenuation to be employed or in the size of the dose. We will acknowledge 
with Hahnemann tliat there is ** an incredible variety in patients as regards 
^ excitability, age, mental and corporeal development, vital force, and espe- 
cially the nature of their disease," and we cannot pretend to fix positive 
laws on this point. We h&vc diseases which are natural, simple, of recent 
origin; others of long standing and complicated, the union of several 
miasms; and the '''commonest and worst cases" are those which have beea 
ruined by wrong medicinal treatment and t^urdened by medicinal diseases." 
We only propose then to leave the matter where Hahnemann left it, '* to the 
accuracy, diligence, and judgment of the practitioner who is master of his 
art." We will not try to prescribe positive rules, that ** cannot be arranged 
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in tables for the benefit of the incompetent or neglectful." {Organon, p. 
203.) 

II. We must hold fast to the claim made by the same greatest of medi- 
cal philosophers, that all the true cures ever performed by anybody^ have been 
acconTtplinfied under the homc^palhic law. Though we are able to shttw that 
small doses of attenuated medicines are more effective in curing disease 
than large doses of crude drugs, we acknowledge that some cures (not 
very satisfactory ones indeed, but still accepted as cures) have been per- 
formed by the large doses. To see what sort of cures these were, Hahne- 
mann sifted the medical literature of the past centuries like a man seeking 
for wheat among chaff mountains; aud ,be thus speaks of them: '' If,'' in 
these cases, ''the doses of medicine exceed those which a safe homoBopathic 
doctrine prescribes, they were, of course, attended with the same degree 
of danger which usually results from all homoaopathic agents given in large 
doses." Why then do not the large doses of crude drugs always do harm? 
Because " it often happens, from various causes which cannot at all times 
be discovered, that even very large doses of homoeopathic medicines effect 
a cure without causing any notable injury; either from the vegetable sub- 
stance having lost a part of its strength, or because abundant evacuations 
ensued, which destroyed a greater part of the effect of the remedy; or, 
finally, because the stomach had received at the same time other substan- 
ces, which, acting as antidotes, lessened the strength of the dose." ( Or- 
ganon, p. 59.) 

III. We claim that our remedies have power to cure disease, even under 
very unfavorable circumstances. 

It is often asserted by the opposers of homoeopathy that it does nothing 
but prescribe rigid dietetic rules; and that its remedies in themselves a,re 
less than nothing, and altogether lighter than vanity. It is said that many 
of the homoeopathista themselves acknowledge their remedies to b6 utterly 
powerless in the presence of tlie most insignificant quantities of chemical 
agents, or atmospheric impurities. They say "homoeopathists shrink with 
horror if they see a rose or other flower brought into the sick-room; they 
declare at once that they can do nothing if such disturbing agents jtre 
allowed to come in. It is possible that the latest and grandest discovery 
in therapeutics that ever was made by man has only brought back to us 
^^ message of despair?" Must we surrender every home that may be enli- 
vened by flowers, and every other post of usefulness where impure atmos- 
pheric emanations may rise up to set our weapons of warfare at defiance? 
and must we then retire from the field, confessing that we have no remedies • 
of sufficient power to meet dises^e when we find him so formidably fortified 
in his own den ? 

It is considcrect a practical impossibility to exclude all active medicinal 
and apposing influences from the presence of our patients; and it is asked^ 
'' how can we expect infinitesimal doses to produce their proper effectci 
when they must come in contact with so many antidoting substances? 

The campror in a drawing-rodrn cabinet — the fumes of a smoking-room 

the oil of the gas burned for light, or that of the kprosene lamp so coca- 
monly in use; all of these things, in spite of washing, perfume the fingers ; 
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and they are sopposed to'have power to coante^act. the remedies we eioploy 
. to remove the disease. How then d6 we ever succeed in curing disease i 

Now it may Eot be easy to give an answer to this question that will be 
perfectly satisfactory. ' But this much nlay, at least, be said abont it : 

That hQmceopathic doses are certainly efiechiaiin curing diseaae^ in spite 
of all ihe antidotes they meet with either in the stomach or in' the atmoa- 
phWe. The theoi'y may not be. satisfactory, but the fiuA is positively 
oertaiii. 

The curativo power pf the medicinal substance selected is necessarily 
higher than the mere antidptarforce of an interfering substance or external ^ 
influence, for the following reasons : 

1. The* sensibilities of the diseased organism are highly increased by the 
disease ; and the medicine which has power to cure or remove that. state, 
owes its curative force to that morbid sensibility ealled the reoeptiuUy to 
the action of a true medicinal spcciBc, which is therefore a true homcBoj>a- 
thic specific. As no two' drugs have an equal pathogenesis throughout, no' 
other agent but one honuxfopathic to the i«LdLviclua(l disease Can affect thQ 
disease specifically, the antidote under no circumstances can exercise ^ 
power over the disease equal to the true homosopathic remedy. 

S. The medicine is aided in its operation by the vital forcd of a diseased 

and highly susceptible organism; while the disturbing influence acts 

merely upon the inert medicinal substances, to which it is antidotal or on 

* organs to the state of which it has no relation. * 

• That the force of the^emedy .may be influenced to some extent by its an* • 

tidotes is no doubt .true'; but we believe that a homcsopathically chosen 

remedy will in all cases, and even in the presence of crude drugs, e^eiat a 

certain curative influence upon a diseased, sensitive, and highly receptive 

. organism. 

The whole world knows that Hahnemann does not advise ihe combinar 
tion of variousremedies into one mass to be given at once ; he nevertheless 
admits that *' efiectual cures have been" (though in oomparatively few ex-^ 
amples) "petformed by the aid of mixed medicines.'' But in thei^e cases 
'' it has been discovered that the medicine whose action dominated over 
that of the others was always of a homoeopathic nature.V Facts cori:ea- 
ponding with his statements are familiar to all. 

By the new expedient in transcendental chemistry, called ''^'sPEOittAX* 
ANALYSIS," 'some results have been readied which have an important beai> 
ing on this subject. , At this time, I can only allude to them in a very 
general manner. . ' . . • 

'' Everyone kntws thiEttwhen a ray of the sun is received on a prism in 
a dark rooh), the' light expands like a fan, and forms a rainbow with sevoa ' 
solors, well kifbwn by the name of the sijlar apedrnm.'* It has been long 
noticed thaty on close inspection, this spc^ctrum isacored by a mnltitude of- 
lines some dark, some bright, always situated at the sanie relative posi- 
tions. 'These are ^' Frauenhofer's lines," so named £i*om Uie optician of .' 
Munich, who discovered them ; and they have been pbserved to extend in 
number to about tv(o thousand, as seen in tl^ spectrum from the sun. 
' [Assent. No.'iei.] 16 
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Farther obserratioii showed that^ther cuds as well as ours famished 
similar appearances, bat that the lines' were not just like those from our 
sun. Other men discovered the spectra formed by rays of light iron> other 
bright surfaces ; and farther on, it 'was seen that t4ie' lines that appeared in 
the spectrum were dependent on the nature and chemical composition of 
the sabstances from which the rays of light emanated. 

{"inally, a grand discovery was achieved by Bansen and Kirchoff, 'and 
announced to the Berlin Academy of Science, Bee, 1859. They had fonod 
the explanation- of Franenhofer's ljiies,.and cquld by their aid give a moet 
* minute and satisfactory analysis of the chemical nature of the surface froo 
which the light emanated. A few general statements of fact only are 
proper to be made here : 

Every metallic substance in the volatilized, stat^, in a luminous source, 
colors in a definite manner one or more of Franenhofer's lines. 

In ordinary experiments, a flame charged with ihe metallic substance 
which it is desired to analyze, transmits its rays through the prism and 
forms a 8pecti*um, marked by the peculiar changes of thos^ lines which 
distinguish the individual substance. . . 

The power of analysing compounds in which the most minnte q^uantitiei 
of rare and little known substances exist, is beyond that of all other means 
of analysis. Thus it was found that two«-thirds of the earth's surface i< 
traversed by currents of Chloride of Sodium, whose impalpable powder im- 
pregnates the liir that passes over the ocean. 

Now it may be that in future experiments we migr not find it possible to 
analyse every compound on this earth and all the other earths of the unir 
veise, with such precision that all the material simple elements existing 
on all of them can be ascertained, even where they only appear in infinilO' 
imal quantities. We may, however, I think, accept the most tangible facts 
already ascertained. We must admit that some new metallic substances 
have been ascertained which had hitherto evaded all other means of analy- 
sis; and whim known «u!»stonce8 are submitted to the operation of spectral 
analysisi and are afterwards found to be still existing, we may at least 
conclude that they must be still existing. If we may attach only this mud) 
value to this method of analysis, we will not think it necessary to reject all 
that it proposes to show of the individual identity of sub'stances'employed 
' as FemediOs, even when stirrouuded»by crude and powerful agents. We 
take an example or two as they are published in some foreign journals. 

/'Chloruret of Lithium^" says Dr. Ozanam, furnished me with admirablie 
results : * 

An infinitely small fragment of a drop, collected on a platina. wire as 
fine as a hair, bent into a Joop at the end, was exposed to'the flame. This 
fragment of a drop, appreciable by very delidate dcales, waer found to weigh 
one*half a milligrammess^py'^^gr. It was therefore the ten-thousandth 
part of -the entire dilution. ' Now, not only with so minute a quantity did 
the specific line of lithium appear in the 2d dilation, but it was also per- 
fectly visible in the 3d dilution, and easily verifiable by any one. 

The 4th dilution at first ofl[ered but very doubtful judications ; but on 

concentrating it to one half, the red line reappeared. The &th dilution con- 

, tains the ten- thousandth part of the' 3d dilution ; and we may, with the 
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third dilution properly made and easily verifiable, compose the fifth.dilution 
directly, with the certainty of introducing into it the substance in a still 
palpable and evident form 

Our astonishment becomes still greater if we reflect on the nature of 
ehloruret of lithium. This salt contains but one-tenth part of lithium ; so 
that the very first dildtion, instead of containing one grain of tlie substance* 
which* thus reveals its presence, contains in reality only yJJt^ of a grain • 
also the reaction of five centigtammes of lithium (first dilution) has been 
perfectly visible up to the fourth dilution. And we mi^ht have formed the 
sixth directly by the procedure above pointed out. 

And jiow, says Dr. Ozanam, "I can bring forward a- fact for the consola- 
tion of Iho^e who bfelieve in the too easy alteratioi; of the homosopatfaicL 
remedies; each of the dilutions which we examined was acidulated with a 
drop of hydrochlorip-acid, in orden to facilitate the experiment ; and for all 
that, the lithium line appeared with all the regulanty of its proper nature. 
That infinitesimal quantity was not in "any respect influenced by the pre- 
sence of an acid in a dose so proportionally collossal.'' 

"The lithium, properly -so-called, was recognized in a drop of the fifth 
dilution ; that is in* a quantity equal to five billionths of a milligramme. 
This preparation had been mdde, not proximately, but by weight and 
measure." • . 

* The practical question we have merely touched without taking time to 
clear it up is* highly important in'its relation to the choice of attenuations, 
but it becomes equally important when we consider that every article of 
food has medicinal propertiee; even the blood when formecl contains appre- 
ciable, even large quantities of various chemical agents. Whether we give 
'high or low attenuations in large or small doses of salt or iron', they must , 
come irt contact with considerable quantities of those same substances 
already existing in the blood. And yet we know that these agents given. 
as remedies 'produce curative effects "(when those effects are needed), 
though given in an attenuated form and in a t?ery small dose even if the 
diet, regimenj and surrounding influences are not what they should be. 

Let me not be understood to advise anj relaxation in the' restriction of 
the patient to a pure diet, moderate in quantity, *and 7n all respects suita- 
ble for his condition. I acknowledge everywhere the hi^h ifftportance of a 
regulated diet But I would not confess that specific remedies in proper 
doses will be driven from the field if any other medical agent happens to 
be present. We never have the opportunity \o prescribe for a single pa^ 
tieut who has not within him or around him various substances possessed 
of medicinal power. We find one patient saturated with tea, coffee> tobac- 
co, or opium ; another, if analysed by a chemist, would be found to consist 
chiefly of beer, brandy, gin, opium, quinine and mercury. And yet these 
patients ask yon to cufe them^ though living under no restricted diet; 
though they are breathing the exhalations from a slaughter-yard and a 
eoap-factory, and about sevep other abominations in the neighborhood. If 
we cannot do it, they will soon find somebody else who will at least promistf 
;. to do it 

We undertake the beneficent labor of aiding tbeso unfortunate sufferer^ 
to rise from the slough of despond, and how do we go to work ? We give 
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some judicious directions about diet, which we know will be most perscver- 
iW^y disregarded; and we also kn w ihat the things we have allowed, the 
articles we have prohibited, and tlipse that the patient will actually use, 
ar^ all o^ thcro, full of active chemical medicinal agents. Bat we adminis- 
ter an infiuitisemal quantity of a' single remedy in an attendated form.' The 
patient takes it on a thickly coated tongue ; and, perhaps, it finds its wajr 
into a stomach full of fluids, abdominal gases, odors and phemical princi- 
ples in abundance; and yet we always find that a homoeopathic remedy in 
the^e finely adjusted doses, does eatert a curative influence. The paticntB. 
do get well, afid we look back' upon them to inquire how it was acoom- 
plished. We see that we have had everything, against us ; and still, we 
iave triumphed oyer everything. Our success is not due to strictness of 
diet, t)iough we mad^' many wise observations on that point.' We h^rve 
not had the co-oppration of favoring ii|flaence8 on the right wing; or 
on the left; for the surrounding inflliences have been all evil, and only evil. 
No 1 we have not ^rvBd out the -enemy ; we have taken the citadel by 
etorm, and forced the garrison to an unconditional surrender. 

IV. My final proposal icT that we proceed to take possession/of all the 
real truths that have ever been discovered by' men who,.8eeking after tirath 
vithout the light of the law of HimHia similibus curanlur to guide them, have 
acQidentally found individual truths which none but homoeopathists are able 
to appreciate. Let us proceed to pick up these truths and appropriate them 
to tbeir legitimate use in the curie of disease. How the. truths are to be 
i^limina ted from the errors with which wfi find them Interwoven, will, I 
think, bejntelli^ible, if I te)l you a very brief story: 

We liaye heard on authority of one of ^he ancient seers, who^e name (if 
I could remember it) would no doubt be received with due reverence here, . 
that in ouo of the dark.ni^hls of tlie dark ag^es, a jbrilliant light appeared 
in that portion of the hcavj^ns called by astronomers the constellatipn ubba, 
or the balance. It was a region of space to which the eyes of all stax- 
worshippers had been oftep directed before; for.tliey thought they could 
see there a brilliant delineation of the scales of justice^ splendidly embla- 
zoned according i;o the heraldry of the skies. And they hud also observed 
tbat whenever the 0un of our solar system appeared in that constellation, 
the struggle between light an^l darkness stood sus^pended in the balance, 
rendering the. days and nights of equal length in every portion of the 
world. . Wise and good znen, therefore, rejoiced to see the fight breaking 
forth when the midnight of the ages had for so short a time been past 
They 'thought it might portend the coming of a brighter day ; and they 
^oUldyetsee 

<< R«tarning josUea Uft aloft her loale." 

The brightness increased : and it was announced that a decree had gon^ 
forth from Jupiter, that all the science, the literatifre, and the worksr of men 
should be tried with fire, that their quality might be tested and made niani- ' 
fest before all men. 

And now the works of men, the labors of years, and the productioti of 
ages of toil wei^ all brought forward ; and the focus of the burning-glass . 
pi truth was directed upon them. Many remarkable results Ti:ei:e witnessed 
but I have time to tell very little of them bow. 



• ■ 

t Them werq motintains of rubbish from which very little worlll daring 

\ coiild be eliminated. There were oceans of falsehood, from whifeh cou'd be . 

extracted bat a small amount of truth. There were books so large thftt 

; their authors were entombed within them, and no living man t^ould dare 

to disturb their re^t ; and .yet the books and the atiihors passed, forward to 

a dairker oblivion as soon as the lighl fell upon them. Mtiny a ponderous 

! volume melted into Very diminutive proportions. 'Massive histories were 

i Beeti shrinking into small pages 3 whole libraries disappekred before the 

«ight ; and many authoris of pompons preten^ons hid thieir diminished beads 

ifa undistinguishable darkness. 

;■ In the department of layv^ Justice, and individtiat liuman rights, some 

^ strange things were noted. The old pardimcnt deeds and conveyances of 

I, • real estate trembled when they were -turned toward the fire ; and many a 

y ' -well-certified title fell into ashes. Some finely written papers showed here 

^ and there, erasures, whicfar in the'bright glare of celestial light came up 

^ again in legible characters. In others, whole lines .had been so changed 

that the. reading was' transposed into some new sense not* thought of by 

^ their authors. From these pages the fire was seen to strike out all the in- 

^ . terpolated lines* and words.; and when its work was done, the time-worn 

^ document showed a good title enouglL.for somebody, but not for the party 

, that held the property in possession. 

But the mo^t astonishing things were observed when the books of medi- 
^. • cal science were brought under the blazing focus. of the lens. With what 
^ remorseless agdacity the unpitying fire scorched and crisped up the mos\ , 

venerable volumes which contained the d^»ctrines'of the old sages. And 
then, again, it was astonishing to see some old ideas that had been crossed 
out by the black ink of one pen after another, rising again .as soon as the 
. smoke of the fire of trial died away ; and when the dust and cinders of the 

^ false bad fallen off, the old truths stood forth more conspicuous than ejer, . 

' and shining more brightly in the clear light of heaven. 

What wondrous frauds of quackery and imposture were now revealed I 
What arts had been practiced upon human frailty and credulity to gain 
confidence I What brazen-faced impudence melte'd down in tlm presence 
of Heaven's own. sun-shine I 

It is. a long time now since the gi-eat conflagration of which I have given 
you the only tradition that has been handed down to' our times.« It is Qnly 
necessary to suggest to you that that mass of old rubbish so frequently 
referred to as the ** wisdom 0/ ages," be now brought to the same ordeal, 
that we may see how much of it will stand the*fire. How much of all the. 
literature of therapeutics will beur-the flame when the focus of the burning 
gljffes of Hahnemann's law of cure is thrown upon it? I leave j'oh- to make 
the experiment. There will be some flame and some smoke from the clmff 
when u 1'j:i ns ; but if there is any wheat there, you will find it safe when 
the rniibitth is consumed. 
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We propose then thai we shall continiie to hold fast to all the ground 
we have occupied, and at the same time that we endeavor to take poeaea- 
sion of the balance of the territories of all the sciences. You hold in your 
hands a principle, a law of the universe^ disbelieved in, disallowed, disre- 
garded by all other men, but having before it a mission which can only ba 
fulfilled in the utter subversion of all other modes of curing disease. 

We have' sketched out our claim in the name and by the authority of the 
aforesaid homooopatbic law of cur^ to all the treasures and territories of 
medicine ; and no pent up, narrow peninsula must be permitted 

** To eontraet ovr powviiy 
For iXL tho boandleaa oontiaents aro oan ." 



Hon. mzd; bociett of noethbbn wbw tobk. 247 



HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY OF NORTHERN 

NEW YORK, . 

56. List of Officers, Committees, and Members, 1865. 

b%. Proceed infjfs of the SemUAnnnal Meeting held in Saratoga, July 12, 

1865. By the Secretary, C. H. Carpenter, M. D., of Troy. 
68. Address before the Society, July 12. 1865. By the President, W. S. 

Searle, M D.. of Troy." 
59. Bmgraphical Memoir of Richard Bloss, M. J>. . By Benjamin P. Cornell, 

M. D., of Moreau station. 

; ARTICLE. LVL 

: ' listof Officers, Committees, and Members. ' - ^ 

OFKICBRS JEL^CrSD JANUARY 1865. 

Dr. William S. Searle ... Troy Presid.ent. . 

Samuel J. Pearsall . . Saratoga Springs ••• • Vice-President. 
Charles H. Carpenter, Troy Sec'y and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. . 

pr. iSimefon A. Cook. . . . Troy • . . . Rensselaer county. 

C. H. Carpenter. ... • Troy do 

G. H-. Billings Cohoes , • Albany county. 

M. W. Campbell. . . . ^ Troy Rensselaer county. 

H. E. Fuller. • *' Lansingburgh : " do 

DELEGATES TQ T&S STATE HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIBTT. 

Drs. Simeon A. Cqok, , M. W. Campbell, Charles H. Carpenter.* 

doitidi*rEK8# 
Dr. B.'F. Cornell, Diphtheria. 

A. Harvey, Typhoid Fever. . • 

David H. BuUard and J. Tounglove, Surgery. 
Samuel J. Pearsall, Prevailing Epidemics. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

. Dr. Horace M. Paine Albany, N. Y. 

William H. Randel do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. W. G. Wolcott ..... Whitehall Washington county. 

John Sai'le North G ran ville do 

g. J. Ward....:... do do 

James Rice • Fort Ann. ......... •• • . do 

* Charles Wilbur. . . East Granville. ....... do 

L. W. Kennedy Cambridge do 

Charles M. Mosher . . Easton . : do 

f Moses Buckley. . . . Cambridge • do 
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tD. J. Easton •. 

• George H. Mitcliell, 


. do 


do 


tJ. 11. Westcott. . . . 


do 


•J. B. Ward 


do 


Sainuol J. Pearsall . . 


d» 


■M. J. Whitdn..... 
'. ilorran J. Matteaon . 


do 


do 


" Charles T.Harcis.. 
J. F. Doolittle 


Ballston Spa 


... do 



fDr.W. F. Harding. . . . Granville .; Washington coantj. * 

t J. F. Maabn * Greenwich • • do 

• JG.E. Billings.. . .^ North White Cr^ek. . . «^o . 

. Charles Lo.wrey • . . . Union Village. do . 

H. K. Bennett Hartford . . , do 

B. F. Cornell Moreau Station Saratoga couqtj. . 

Edgar B. .C<jle ... Waterford , do 

^ L. G. Perkins .... do W) 

Zina Clements. ..... Saratoga Springs • . . . do . 

~ ~ ~ .... do 

.... do . 

.... do 

. ; . . do 

.... 'do 

.... do 

.... do 

do 

... ... -" <Jo . 

J. T. Niver. 'Stiltwftter .do 

.* J. L. Stoddard Glens Falls • . . Warren county;. 

• David H. BuUard. ... do do ' • 

f A. )V. Ilolden • do .^... do " 

SimeoQ A.. Cook. . .... Troy ..,.,,..* ,. Beassefaier GonnjiQr- • 

*R. S. Brj'dn do 'do 

•' •KidiardBlofls . . .... do ....j..... • do 

•tG^'orge Kellogg. . . *do * do 

WiHiatn S. SearJe. . . do '. do 

M. W. Campbell 1..." 'do ..;.;:*; • do 

J. P. Bloss ; do .•...;... da 

;Charle8 H. Carpentef,' **d6 "..;.; * do 

John YoixngloY^. . . ; * " 'do ..•..■•.. do . 

R.D.BIoss *.' do ..' • . ^^. ' 

* J. P. Mosbor Scha^hticoke. ....... dp ' 

H. E. Fuller Lansingburgh do 

f A. M. Chehing .... do • f . - do • 

D.W.Pitts........ Johnsonville. ....... do 

Harman Swits. • .... Schenectady • Scbonectady countjr. 

A. JIarvey. . ....... North Adams Berkshire co., Maas. 

The abuual meeting is held in Saratoga on the -second Wedneadaj in 
July.'. 

ARTICLE. L VII. 

Proceedings of the semi-annual meeting held in Saratoga, Jnly 12« 1865. By the 
Secretary, C. H. Cakpextsr, M. D., of Troy. 



, The semi-annual meeting of thre association wa.s.held at the Columbian 
Hoteli in Saratoga, WeQlaesday, July 12, 1866. The meeting was called 
to order at 11- o'clock by Dr, Wm. S. Searlo, of Troy, President^ the 
Society. . • * • . 

The minutes of the laist nicetlng were read &nd approved, after \rh!ch 
thQ following gentlemen were elocttd members of the Society: Dr. Richard 

• DecfhWfd. • fRettt^vtdTAllont the limito •! 1]i««k>^My. 
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B1o0e and Dr. John Touitglove, of Troj^ Dr.-M. J. Uatteson, of S«rak>ga» 
andD. W. FiUg, of Johiisonyille. * • 

On motion. Dr. Wm. H. Randel and t>r. H. M. Paine, of Albany, weie 
.e^ted honorary members of tke Society. 

A tariff of prices for professional services haying been proposed, waa, 
.after ebosideraMediQCiissiaQ, referred to the several coonty societies fer 
final action. * 

Dr. H. M. Paine presented a conitnnnioation from Dr. T. L. Brown, -enti- 
tled " CompariUive mortality sMiniios, fshawing the wperiarUy <^ komcsapiUhie 
treatmentP The paper contains the following statement: " Aesuming that 
tbe whole nnmber of oases were eqnally divided between the adherents of 
the two rival schools, this fragmentary, record indicates. a comparative raite 
of mortality as follows: Under homoeopathic treatment sixteen percent.^ 
«nd under allopathio treatment eecenlt/rfour per cent. It is alleged by the 
patrons 6T homoeopathy that their system of practice diminishes thc^ n^Eir- . 
tafity of M curable diseases iteenty to thirty per cent, and we beliere this 
Btatemeat will be sustained by further observation wlienever and wherever ' 
faithfully, tested.'' 

• Dr.H. M. Paine.also presented and read « paper by Dr. Carroll Dupham^ 
entitled ** Paikognomonic and charaderutic sympComs.'* The reiiding of 
these papers awakened an animated discussion involving important practi- • 
cal questions, occupying a greater, part of the morning se^ion, and which 
was participated in by most of tfco. members present. '. • #« 

The Society adjourned to half- past two o'clock.* 

AITEaKOON SSSSION.* 

Dr. Searle, President, in the chair. 

By a change of the tenth article of the constitution, the annual meeting 
.is hereafter to be held on the second Wednesday of July, and the semi- 
annual mcetinjg^ is to bedispensed with. This Society is ^ne of the oldest 
bomtBopathio associations in this country, .and has been largely, instira- 
mental in promoting the best interests of the homo&opathic system of prac- 
tice as adopted and advocatedbya largie class of regular practition^s ^ 
thia locality. This change is suppssed to be important in order to sustain 
with' greater vigor and efficiency the. several legally orgaiuzed cooAty 
medical societies within the limits of this association. 

The Kresident, Dr« Searle, delivered an address, abonnjding in sound;and 
seasonable advice to his professional brethren. The address concluded /is 
follows: '' But hejTO let me brmg thpse feiw rambling remarks to a clo^. ' 
AnotluBr year,.! hope many of them, is tcfpre us. They may be-yejirs pf 
. toil, yet with many hours of rich reward. Wliat earthly satisfactioujs 
greater than that of the successful physiciaiv His every moment is filled 
with labor for the good of his fellow man, and what though the days are 
long. and the nightS;Cold; what though the muscles ache and the over-taxed 
brain cry for rest; he. shall reap a rich rewurd in the gratitude of those 
whom his skill has raised from tbe bed of languishing, and at last shall re- 
ceive frpm the Master the welcome pl^dit, ' Well done, good and faitUfol 
servant; inasmmsh as yc have dime it unto one of , th(^se, my brethren, ye ' 
have done it unto ine.' " • . 
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The fullowing gentlemen %frere present: 

Rensselaer coonty-^Dr. W.'S. Searle, Dr. Carpenter, Dr. Campbell, Sr^ 
Pitts. 

Washington county— Dr. J. Searle, Dr. Ward, Dr. Mosher, Dr. BilliDgi, 
Dr. Kennedy. 

* Saratoga county — ^Dr. Pearsall, Dr. Clements, Dr. Matteson; Dr. Nitw, 
Dr.. Parker. ^ 

. WaiTen county — Dr. D. H. Bullard,* * 

Albany county— Dr. W. H. Randel, Dr.* H. M. Paine. . 

The officers of the Society arc as follows: 

Dr. Wm. S. Searle, of Troy, President; Dr. Samuel J. Pearaall, oi Swtr 
to^a,Vice President; Dr. Charles H. Carpenter, of Troy, Secretary aid 
Treasurer. 

Censors— Dr. S. A. Cook, Dr. C. H. Carpenter. Dr. <}. H. BiliiDg*, Dr.K 
W. Campbell, Dr. H. £. Fuller. * 

Committees— Dr. B. P. Cornell, Diphtheria; Dr. A. Harve^r, TyfMi 
Fever; Dr. D. H. Ballard and Dr. J. Younglove, Surgery; Dr. S. J. P€l^ 
sail. Epidemics. 

' The Society adjourned to meet in Saratoga on the second Wednesday of 
Jnly/lgia. 



•• ARTICLE LVHI. .' 

* • • • 

Address before theHoniodopathic Medical Society of Northern New Tork. By Wor 
LUM S. Sbailli, M. D., Pnsidentt July 12, 1865. 

Oentlemen of the Society : 

In accordance with time honored- custom, one by the way tod niBci 
'neglected in this society, I rise to present a few thoughts to your police 
appropriate to the occasion of leaving your presidential qhair. The pi^ 
year of our professional lif(& has, I trust, left many a useful lesson inoo 
minds and hearts — lessons which every conscientions man will ponder toof 
and deeply, and which, if rightly improved, will make the labors of tk 
' coming year yet more successful, moVo a l»lesaing to the community, tnon 
honorable to oucselves and to the profession, and still more efficient in bit- 
tening on the triumph of scientific truth. 

I regret exceedingly that I could not be present with yott t^t our !•* 
meeting in Saratoga. A severe case of diphtheria, just then at itscrisiir 
together with other important calls, compelled me to remain at home. For 
my own sake I regretted it, for I have never returned from these re^nnloo* 
without feeling girded with new strength to battle with disease. Tbe 
Theetings of this society, while they have lacked the strict form and disci- 
pline of larger organizations, have always been eminently practical in theif 
nature/taking rather the form of social professional re-unions, and htoos 
1 am far from regretting this.' The short time that we can remain togetlw 
would be comparatively wasted in a formal routine of business, ex«rf 
reports, and in the speculations and theories which are bandied aboatw 
the journals and in the lengthy discussions of the State ^Society. Tlie reii 
object of our associations seems to be, by common donsent, an acqoftii^ 
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tance with each other, a free interchange of ihonght upon those medical 
topics, which aie of most pressing and present importance to us all, and a 
joining (if hands around our common altar to the God- given motto to whiph 
.we have pledged our allegiance. 

I do not regret that these are the objects of our coming together; and 
yet I think there is ample room for improvement in the conduct of our 
featherings. And first, let me say that I am feebly trying to set an exam- 
ple which will, I trust, be more ably followed in presenting this address. 
We should never fail of a short discourse from each retiring president. 
True, the pen is an instrument to which many of us are far less accustomed 
than the. powder, the pill' and the bottle. Not a man of us has leisure to 
write a carefully studied! preparation for these occasions. Nor is this 
necessary. I will engage to find .enough material in any man's private 
convereation in this assembly, in less than half an hour, amply sufficient 
fof a pleasant and profitable essay. There is no good excuse for neglect- 
Jug this dut^y. In the year of any incumbency there is many a half day or 
evening of leisure which can and ought to be devoted to such a labor. 

Again, there are too many Quakers— ^silent members in our meetings. 
''How beautiful is silence," saith the poet. Yes, it is true some of ua 
might well study the thought, for among us, too, there have been too great 
talkers. Would it pot be well to adopt a five or ten minutes rule, and let 
the president enforce it^-calling upon each member in turn for an expres- 
sion of opinion upon the subject under discussion ? Every man's expe- 
rience is peculiar, and his ideas consequently differ somewhat from those 
held bj others. In such a meeting as this, therefore, no one should be 
wholly silent. Each should be a giver as well as a receiver. 

Briefly written recitals of extraordinary cases too would greatly add to 
the interest and profit of the society. They can in this way bo made much 
.more concieie and intelligible than verbal communications. Suppose each 
physician present should pledge himself .to bring to the next meeting of 
this association at least one carefully written clinical case, would it not 
add greatly tA our profit? But I am not disposed to find fault or to be too 
much of an innovator. As 1 have said, I have derived too much benefit 
from these meetings as they exist to criticise them in any censorious spirit* 
Let us all strive to attend these meetings regularly and each bring some 
contril^ution to the common stock. Thus we may render our society so 
pleasant and profitable that no oile of its memf^ers will willingly be absent 
I am glad to be able to congratulate this society upon the progress of 
, homoBopathy during the past year. Our literature has received very valn- 
• .able accessions in Mardy and Hunt's new work on Practice (whicK by the 
^ way is the only book worthy of the name), and in Hale's New Remedies 
we have a treasure of untold value to every physician. I trust, too, that 
our HomoBopathic Publishing Society will shortly begin the issue of the 
n^ Materia Medica, a work wh\ch, judging from its prospectus, and the 
names connected with its editorship, will do more to advance the interests 
of homoeopathy than any or all others. I speak thus confidently, believing 
that, with a full and perfect materia me'dica, we can cure all curable diseases* 
The general interests of homoeopathy are also advancing. The pressure, 
brought to bear upon the government has resulted in one f(Arward step %fc 
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least. I am informed that Ward No. 3, o^ the general hospital at NaehTifte, 
Tenn., containing one hundred b^ds, has been placed in the hands of Dr. 
Sheffield, a resident homoo')pathic practitioner, and that he is eniinetitljr 
Buccessfiil. Would it not be well for our Secretaiy to write to him and 
ezpreas our interest and sympathy for him. Let ns also hope that this may 
}}G the forerunner of more just and equitable measures towards us on the 
part of a gvernroent to whicli all good homoeopathists are loyal and tm^ 
There is a disposition still rife in our school to agitate the qaestion'of 
dose, and 1 am sorry to say, with increasing rancor. Partisans on either 
Bide are reading one another out of the homoeopathic ranks, and becoming 
really violent and abusive while the question is no nearer settlement than 
ever before. I have myself considerable conffdencc in the proposition of 
Dr. E. M. Hale, namely, that the true law of dose is, that when a drug is 
given for its primi^ry symptoms the dose should be a compatatively high^ 
and for the secondary symptoms a comparatively low potency. For ex- 
ample, if we wopld cure tonic spasm for which nux is indicated, we shouM 
give a dilution^ vrhile in a case of paralysis like that of nux we must give 
the tincture or even strychnia. Should this prove on investigation to be 
the true law of dose it will save us from a vast deal of worse than useless 
wrangling, which certainly has thus far been productive of little but injury, 
while the spirit of exclusivrness thus engendered is dividing our strength 
as a school aoid seriously hindering the progress of the only essential law, 
. " aimilia tnmHibus curantur." • 

An to our pHvate practice, I think there is no one present who cannot 
bear testimony to increased confidence in our method of cure; and with the 
^ V^rgc accession of new remedies placed in our hands it would be strange 
indeed if. we could not cure cases which had hQretofore baffled our best 
eflForts. I offer you a few of the results of my own experience in the use of 
these remedies. 

One of our most valuable remedies in the treatment of typhoid fever Is . 

, the tincture of baptisia. I have had opportunity to try it.in three cases 

^pnly. Ope of these. was a very plainly. marked, case of ten'days standing, 

in 'a young man.of vigorous constitution. He had returned with the dis- 

,^ase from Washington, where an eminent allopath had pronounceil his 

,,^iagno8i6, so that I. trust mine will not be called in question. The only 

^remedies used were baptisia, belladonna and bryonia with china after the 

^/lubsidence of , the fever. . My calls were limited to six days and at the.eiid 

of two weeks he i^ppeared at my office to settle his bill. 

^ The* second case was that of a feeble boy. The same remedies were used' 

and he. was dismissed on the tenth day of attendance! The last case,pro- 

^gressed in £^n,eqi^ally favorable rpanner until imprudence brought on » 

relapse which protracted tlie illness to four weeks, I very much doubt 

. whether these cases could have been treated with equal success without 

, the use. of baptisia. . ' . 

Phytolacca decandra is an excellent, remedy for boils and simifar erup- 

•tions. It is also highly recommended in psoriasis and scaly eruptions. I 

,havcpever failed to cure Ihodisposjtion to boils since 1 conrnicncod its 

.use. Ill one case of six mouths standing wiiere all , other remedies jfailed 



,aiftd where there then existed a boil as large and as hard as my fist, it was 
tried empirically by my patient in teaspoorifut doses of the tincture with 
Uie happy resuU of curing him of every symptom within forty-eight hours, 
lind he has never had a return of the disease. 

* The actca racetnosa or cimicifuga racemosa I have used with excellent 
eSect in cerebro spinal meningitis, I used^ of course, other remedies in 
^Uternation with it, but am confident that I could not hate attained as grea^ 
success without it. lu one very severe case of this kind, after the inflam- 
matory syraptomd had all been subdued by the use of belladonna, aconitum, 
^Iseminum and bryonia, there remained the most terrific and varied 
apasmfs lasting for nearly three weeks in spite of all the treatment em- 
ployed, till, catching at a straw that floated before mo in ray study of this 
remedy, I was led to try it with immediate and unexampled effect. It \i 
DQW my main reliance in cases of pure spinal irritation or inQammation. 

Leptandria vulgaris is an unequalled remedy in chronic diarrhoea and 
dysentery, such as we fre4uently meet with in returned soldiers. It is 
especially indicated by a bright yellow coating on the tongue, and black, 
tar-like discharged from the bowels. 

Helonias, senecio and trillium have enabled me to cure many cases of 
Uterine disorder which had be^re mocked my utmost effort. With gelse^ 
DCiinum, I have not been so successful as many seem, to have been, owing 
perhaps to the difficulty I have had in obtaining a good tincture of this* 
plapt. I am convinced that many of our failures to* effect cures with this 
and other medicines, are in great measure due to a want of reliable prepar- 
ations. « Yeratrum viride has proved with me one of the best remedies ia 
pneumonia. 

Time aiid patience would fail you in listening to my experience with 
these remedies, but I wish to call attention fi} tbe use of the sulphites of 
lime and soda, as. treated of in the last number of the North American 
Journkl. It is there highly recommended in ihe treatment of all zj^nriotic 
diseases; destroying, it is supposed, that element ih the blood, whatever 
it may be, which gives rise to disturbances in its composition, such as ara 
witnessed in typhus, typhoid, scarlet, and other fevers. I have used it in 
one case of scarlet fbver v^th apparently happy effects. 

It is the crowning virtue of honuBopathy, that our immortal law of cure 
taken in connectiDu with the proving of drugs uppn the healthy, is ever ^ 
placing in our hands new and invaluable remedies. Bat w;hat a va$t field 
yet remains to be explored among the elements of nature. Let us do our 
. part in proving these yet unknown agentel, trusting that the time may soon 
oome when We shall arrive at the knowledge of their virtues and be the 
means of securing to the race the blessings they were intended to confer. 
One of the most common ahd effective sueers of our allopathic opponents is, 
that in th6 application of remedies to disease we ignore pathology. Thi», 
1 need not say, is grossly untrud. Toxicology, indeed, lies at the very 
basis of our practice. But, in their prying into diseased anatomy, their 
careful dissection, chemical analysis and microscopic examinations in search 
of such a. knowledge of disease aa will enable them to make a scientific 
{irescriplion fur its cure, is it n6t ' very possible, is it not. true, that they 
have gone wide of the mark and sought after bidden ti;easare where it does 
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not lie and will never be foun^f Far be'it from me to underrate the care-. 

, fal study 6t all the sciences connected with medical practice, but jn their 
Bcomful rejection of our shnple law of cure and our proving of dnigato 
discover their curative properties, where let me- ask, has all their scientific 
research landed themf 

Is it not the mournful #cry of every essayist and author of them all that 
their power over disease has not increased in proportion to their progrea* 
in science. Indeed, nearly all the progress their much vaunted science 
has afforded them has been of an entirely negative kind ; a crab-like back* 
ward progress ; an entire demolition of the whgle structure of therapeutic! 

. which it has taken centuries to build, until at last with Dr Holmes, they 
are ready tb say that, ''with the exception of opium, quinine, and a Dew 
other drugs, if the whole materia medica wero^suuk ih the bottom of the 
sea, it would be better for the men and worse, for the fishes.^' 

But here let me bring these rambling remarks to a close. Another y^ 
— I hope many of them are before us — years of toil they may be, but not 
without their rich reward. What earthly satisfaction greater than that of 

. the successful physician whose labor is all for the good of his fellow man, 
and what though the days are long and the nights cold, though the mascles 
ache and the overtasked brain cry for rest, he shall reap a rich inward in 
the gratitude of ihbae'whoin his skill has raised from the bed of langhieb* 
iug, and at last shall receive the welcome plaudit from the Master, '* Well 
done, good and faithful servant; inasmuch as ye have done it onto one of 
these my brethren, yc have done it unto me.'' 



ARTICLE LIX. 

Biographical Memoir of Richard Bloss, M. D. By B. F. CoaKsix, M. D«, Of Monii 

Station, Saratoga county. 

Mr. Pteaident and Oentiemen of the Association : 

I do not rise to address you upon the principles, the duties, or responsi- 
bilities of our profession ; these I leave in other hands ; mine is a sadder 
task to speak of the ravages death has matle among our number. 

One and another and now a third of the fathers of our association hx^ 
been taken and we are left to deplojre their loss. It is my purpose to 
detain you a few moments by a brief obituary of our departed irieodand 
brother,. Dr. Richard BIoss, recently of this city, (Troy.) 
• In imagination I see him now, as we have so often done at onr social 
gatherings. His gentlemanly bearing, his noble, commanding appearance, 
the warm, friendly grasp of- his hand, the cordial reception of every mem- 
ber of our society, hitf genial smile, the liqniH light in his keen black eye, 
his gentle speech are all present to us now. May that spirit guide us in 
the path of duty, stimulate us to professional progress and incite ne to 
em.nlate his skill, his truthfulness and his virtue. ' 

A year ago last June lie came up to Fort Edward in company with some 
friends, saying tljat he was unwell and needed relaxation, and ha<Icomete 
spend the day with me. We spent the day in social converse and t6 dm it 
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IB one to be remembered while memory lasts as one of the pleasantest of 
fiy life. • I have often thought that he had this occasion in mind at that . 
time, lie rieimarked that* he was about used up, as he expressed it, that 
bis days were namt>ered and his labors would soon be ended. . He evidently 
came to talk and I was but too happy to listen. lie told me of his parents, . 
of bin birth place, of his childhood, and related many anecdotes.of his youth 
his student life, early struggles and particularly of his early professional 
career. He seemed to enjoy the retrospect^ and, at parting, was very 
cheerful and expressed himself highly gratified with his visit. As I look 
back upon that day, every incident stands out in bo.ld relief. I can see his 
expression* of satisfaction as if his mind ^ were relieved. oC some- source of 
anxiety. He also,* a short timebefore his death, dictated to his so|i n^uch' 
of the early history that on that occasion he related to mc; which has been 
furnished me to bo 'communicated to this society, I believe at his own., 
request. I regret my inability to do justice to the theme, but I i^ould not 
relinquish the hi^h d^istinction of being thonght worthy to stand as a 
medmm between our lamented friend and this society for any considera- 
tion whatever. . ' 

Dr. Rtchard Bloss* was bowi in the Uown of Royaltou, Windsor county, 
Vermont, April 13, 11^8. His father was .a respectable farmer in that 
town. His education up to his fifteenth year was confiiied to a common 
village school. -At tbat age hecommenced a. preparator;^ course for college: 
From the age of eighteen to twenty-one he tat^ght school during theVinter 
and pursued his acAdemical course the remainder of the time. Hecom- 
menced the study of medicine under the instruction of Dr. Joseph Denison, • 
studying and attending lectures for the next three years. He graduated 
at Dartmouth College, Hanover, in the year 1823« 

He commenced the practice of his profession in the town of Easi Bethel, 
N. Y., where he remained six years; he then' returned to Royal ton, -his 
native town, where he soon established an extensive practice which he < 
xetained'np to the date of his removal to the city of Troy, in 1846, Here 
he formed a co-partnership with Dr. R..S. Bryan, under the firm of Bryan & 
Bloss. This co-partnership was dissolved at tlie dnd of five years, after 
which he continued the practice alone, until recently his son Jabcz P. was 
associated with him;' and. on his removal from the city his son, Richard D. 
Bloss, was connected with him in. practice to the time of his decease. 
'On the 1st day of Jannary, 1841, he received a slight wound on his 
{bnmb and forefinger while engaged in a post-mortem examination of a case . 
of puerperal peritA>nitis. The inflammation extended up the right arm and 
fgrmed an.abscesrnnder the pectoral muscle, which discharged enormously.. 
Kothing. but an iron constitution carHed him through this first struggle 
with disease. He^ never entirely recovered the free. use of that arm and 
hand. In 1849 a small, dark* vesicle appeared on the- right thumb, which 
gradually enlarged for three months, when. It assumed a malignant charac- 
ter, producing the same constitutional symptoms as the first sickness. By 
the advice of Dr. March, of Albany, (le applied an unguent of arsenic and 
sulphur, from which he suSbred intense pain until the virus of the wound 
w^s overcome by the poiaon of the arsenic. J&e had the pathogenetfc symp- 
toms of arsenic for more than a year. 
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• Froin this period he enjnjed fiiir health for several jeara, and perTormeA 
»fi enormous- amount of labor. On the 18th of April, 1859, hft took a seven 
cold, and in threes dajs was so mocH prostrated that bis deaki vas pro- 
nonnced' inevitable by every physician who saw him. Hits attack «ame in 
the form of a carbuncle on the upper lip, in which tlie entire face irm» 
involved and swollen, to an immense size. If assun>ed the purple, in4lig^* 
aant appearance of the tumor on his thumb. He remained in a comatus^ 
state for nearly three weeks, when suppuration ehsued and opened m tiiree 
places on the f{»ce, and also from the locality of the old abscess in the riflflit 
side. This lasV coniinned- to discharge for a long time and reduced- hiiik 
very much, but by the aid of the.sea breeze he slowly reeoyerei and wa» 
.again restored to health and usefulness. 

In the spring of 1859 he was thrown from his carriage/fpacturiDg' him 
skull and three ribs. He 'recovered, from these injuries and resumed his 
practice,- but not with his wonted energy and assiduity. Poor bonmo 
nature could no longer bear the draft made upon her. Any extra ezertioDp 
Sudden jar or even ordinary walk produced pain in his head and side. 

Again, in 1861, while getting out of his carriage he had the misfortane 
to fall and break -his arm, which, for want of recuperative powef, united 
slowly -and troubled him while he lived. Thus roisfOftune and safierin|? had 
. been his lot for many years, and he might be supposed to have purchased 
immunity for the future. But the ways of Providence are inscrutable^ 
Again was be to pass through the refiner's fire. By suffering, God sealed 
him for hinmelf. . . " . 

.'In Blarch, 1861, a small tumor made its appearance on his under lip. Its 
growth was slow shd unaccompanied with pain. He was apprehensive of, 
caqcer, an(l often expressed his belief that this would terminate his ^fst* 
ence. In the fall of 1861 he commenced the application of chloride of »nc» 
and pursued this course; thus checking its growth till April, 1863. He 
again consulted Dr. March, who pronpunced it scirrhus and advised its 
removal. He consented, and the operation was performed on tlie 4th of 
May, It healcfd very readily, his general health improved, and he coQ^ata- 
latcd himself that at last the dread disease was eradicated. He was ia 
better spirits than for a long time before. But his joy was of short dura- 
tion; the fell destroyer had only relaxed but not relinquished his gvaap; 
In two weeks time he discoveied a small, pendulous excrescence on the 
inside of his cheek, which was removed by the ligature. The soreness aqd 
. pain, however, increased and presented a dark purple appearance of thii. 
glands. He was now c(rn8eious that all; chance of recoveay or help had 
• passed. Tot, althongh suffering excruciating pain, he retained his equaqi- 
tnity and his characteristic cheerfulness, willing to do anything, mako any 
application or take any remedy to gratify his family or friends. About the 
1th of July the last glimmer of hope expired, and he waited patiently the 
consummation. A tiimor had formed near the angle of the jaws, at^his 
time*, about the size of a hen's egg, very hard, painful and of a purpl^ 
^hining appearance. At the middle. oC August it opened and discharged 
freely, and. at. times bled profusely, reducing him very fast. . He suffeM 
the most excruciating pain, but retained his faculties unimpaired until ^ 
last. On the 13th of September death kindly came to his relief. He ^ 
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buried from Christ church, in the city of Ttoj, on the 15th of September, 
1868. 

Thus far I have briefly and imperfectly presented the outlines of the 
biography of our friend, but here I pause, embarrassed by the paucity o£: 
words to express our appreciation of his virtues. In the short time allotted 
me, I can only glance at a few of the most prominent. A volume could 
scarcely contain his history were every day to form a separate page. Our 
departed friend was highly distinguished in every relation of life. 

In his family he was ever tender, kind and affectionate, the idol of them 
all. To them the loss is irreparable. Though time may alleviate their 
grief, it can never obliterate from their hearts the memory of the love and 
protection, the faithfulness, gentleness and kindness of a life time. Each 
dajr they mourn afresh. They miss him from the social circle and the family 
board; they miss his encouraging, sustaining and protecting care; his 
words of wisdom, his religious instruction ; above all, they miss the master 
mind at the bedside of the sick; so long had they leaned upon him for sup- 
port in every exigency that they tremble under the weight of responsibility 
that has so suddenly fallen upon them. 

But they do not mourn alone. We, too, have lost a father, brother, 
friend. We mingle our tears with theirs, and tender our condolence in this 
hour of their deep affliction. Nor are these all who mourn. I attended his 
funeral; the church was filled with mourners, the tear drop of grief was in 
every eye, and as the mourning procession followed him to his last resting 
place, groups of men, women and children stood in the comers of the streets 
looking on with grave countenances and tearful eyes. They, too, were 
mourners; they, too, had lost a father, friend and benefactor. 

Love was the mainspring of his life. As a citizen he loved his country, 
her institutions and her greatness. He was loyal and patriotic. As a phi- 
lanthropist he loved his fellow man. To the talented he gave his admira- 
tion, to the wealthy his courtesy, to the poor his advice, his services and 
his substance; they never sought his aid in vain. His mission was to heal 
the sick, and he never inquired of the prospect of remuneration. 
- He loved science and sought out her hidden mysteries. He loved nature 
and revelled in her beauties. He loved his friends and placed his house, 
his purse and all that he had at their command. He never had an enemy, 
or he would have obeyed the divine command and loved him. He was a 
member of the masonic fraternity, and loved the order and the brethren of 
the mystic tie, while they in turn loved and honored him. He enjoyed all 
the offices and honors in their gift, being successively master of a lodge, 
high priest of a chapter, illustrious master of the council (which was named 
after him)^ commander of the encampment, and member of the grand body 
of the State. 

More than all, he loved his Savior and his church. He became a member 
of tbe Protestant Episcopal Church at the age of twenty-one, and for many 
years was senior warden of Christ'^ Church in this city, and contributed 
liberally to its support. He built a church edifice almost entirely from his 
own means in his native village, Royalton. He was a regular attendant 
at the morning service, and rarely absent even at times of most sickness . 

[Assem. No. 161.1 17 



268 HOM. UBD. aoGun of sobihkin Jtnnr rdkK. 

He WM a siDcere and devoted christian, exemplifying his profesaicoi in 1m 
daily life and converoation, by his humility, charity, faith, meekness sad 
love. 

Ostentation had no place in his character. This was particularly naBi- 
fest at his funeral. Notwithstanding his Ligh position in the masoQic otder, 
and though at the least intimation of a desire on his part, he mi^ht have 
been followed to his last resting place with all the regalia and insigiua of 
the fraternity, by thousands of his brethren who would have been gpratified 
to thus testify tiieir love and respect, he desired only the services of the 
church, and particularly requested that his body might be laid in the tomb 
with as little ostentation as possible, without giving offence to his numerous 
friends. In all his intercourse with the world he was courteous, affable, 
honorable, conscientious, honest, truthful, gentlemanly and kind. All who 
knew him will bear witness that this estimate of his virtues is not ovei^ 
drawn. 

In conclusion, I contemplate our departed brother in a capacity in whiGb 
we of this society, and as members of the medical profession are more par- 
ticularly interested. As a physician, he was scientific, skillful, deductive. 
His mind was clear, his perceptions distinct, his judgment sound. He 
commanded the respect of the profession, and the confidence and esteem 
of the community, and it was while engaged in the daily duties of his pro- 
fession that all the noble virtues of his character shone forth with peculiar 
luster. At the bedside of the sick he was mild, gentle and sympathizing, 
yet firm and decided. 

Forty years of his Itfe he gave to the practice of medicine. The first 
half as an allopiEtthist, the remainder in faithfully testing the truth of the 
principle " similia similttms curantur/' how successfully the thousands who 
have been the recipients of his professional services for nearly a qnarttf 
of a century can testify, and we of this society can indorae their testimony. 

It was while he and Dr. Bryan were in partnership that homoeopathy was 
introduced into this county, and they were among the first to test its 
truths. I have frequently listened to each as they have related anecdotes 
of their early experience, of the ridicule, obloquy, opposition,. and almost 
violence they encountered in their early struggles. But they were of the 
kind of material of which m^urtyrs are made. Opposition only called forth 
greater and more persevering effort. They were determined to succeed, 
and their energy and perseverance were crowned with abundant and endu- 
ring success. They became more and more convinced of the truth and 
reliability of the great principles they had embraced, and as their business 
increased, they found it necessary to dissolve their connection in order to 
extend their usefulness over a wider field. Tet they remained fast friends 
and counsellors to their death. 

Our society had for several years been established as the HcMnosopathic 
Society of Washington and Saratoga counties, and had become useful and 
honorable. At our semi-annual meetings in July, 1858, Rensselaer county 
sent delegates and asked admission, which was readily granted, and ike 
society assumed the name of the Homoaopathic Society of Northern New 
York. Our lamented brother, Dr. Bloss, was one of these delegates, and 
at our next annual meeting was chosen president of the society, and from 
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that time to the meeting in July was always present at our meetings. His 

presence was soon felt in the manner in which they were conducted. They 
soon rose from a merely social and colloquial gathering to the dignity of a 
parliamentary body. He felt a deep interest in the prosperity and success 
of the society, and labored for its advancement. He delivered several 
addresses and reports of important cases, ds well as of scientific investi- 
gations; and in all his intercourse with the society, he was dignified and 
gentlemanly, yet familiar and approachable, ever willing to aid all whd 
were seeking for knowledge. The young, the weak, the desponding were 
his particular charge, and I appeal to you, brethren, individually, has he 
ever refused his aid when difficulties beset our professional path ? How 
often has he neglected his own enormous practice to fly to our aid, and 
then with a manner peculiarly his own, with an absence of all display or 
arrogance, he has pointed out a proper course to pursue, and made his sug- 
gestions with so much candor and^mildness that we were almost induced to 
believe them our own. He gave ns confidence in our principles and in our- 
selves, and mu£h of the success of homoeopathy in Northern New York 
may be attributed to his encouragement. 

Brothers, the fathers are gone. Bryan, Mosher, Bless are names that 
will be remembered, and their virtues treasured m our hearts, till we are 
called to meet them in another state of existence. Who shall fill their 
places ? On whom have their mantles fallen ? To whom shall we look for 
counsel, for aid, for encouragement Y May this great affliction be sancti- 
fied to our good. May it teach us more self-reliance, greater perseverance. 
May it unite us in fraternal bonds that shall never be broken. By follow- 
ing their example, may we sustain our organization, sustain its numbers, 
and increase its useiulness. May jealousy and rivalry find no foothold in 
our midst. And, above all, may it teach uS that, however vain we may be 
of our professional skill and judgment and success, yet death may not be 
stayed, for we, too, are mortal. 
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KINGS COUNTY HOMEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY. 

60. List of Officers, Delegates, Gommitteed and Members, 1864-65. 

61. Report of the Kings Coantj Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of a meeting held April 12, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of a meeting held December 6, 1864, by the Secre- 

tary, Bernard Fincre, M. D., of Brooklyn. 

62. Report on Clinical Medicine. Nitrate of Silver in the Treatment of 

Laryngitis. By William Wright, M. D., of Brooklyn. 

ARTICLE LX. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS ELECTED HAY 3, 1864. 

Dr. John Barker Brooklyn President. 

Samuel S. Ouy do Vice President. 

H. E. Morrill do Cor. Secretary. 

Bernard Fincke do Rec. Secretary. 

Henry Minton do Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Albert Wright Brooklyn Kings county* 

O. W. Burroughs ... do do 

P.W.Skiles do do 

OFFICERS SLBOTSD MAT 2, 1865. 

Dr. J. P. Duffin Brooklyn President. 

Albert Wright do Vice President 

A. E. Sumner do Cor. Secretary. 

Bernard Fincke do Rec. Secretary. 

Henry Minton do •' Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. A. Cooke Hull Brooklyn Kings county. 

A. C. Burke do do 

J. Lester Keep, jr . . do do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCKOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Drs. William Wright, W. L. R. Perrine, Samuel S. Guy, 

J. P. Duffin, Henry Minton, Bernard Fincke, 

Edward T. Richardson. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. H. J. Aten 81 Court street Brooklyn. 

John Barker *IQ Clinton street do 

A. C. Burke 142 Union street do 

Frank Bond 83 Court street do 

George A. Bowen. . . 60 Pierrepont street. . do 

Gustavus Bloede . . . 236 Atlantic street. ... do 

Geo. W. Burroughs . 345 Adelphi street • • . • do 

J. P. Dinsmore 33 Hoyt street do 

J. P. Duffin 109 Remsen street .... do 
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do £. District. 

do 

do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

do 



£. District 



Dr. C. W. Davis. ....... Jefferson street, near Brooklyn, 

Broadway 

J. B. Elliott Corner Clinton and 

Fulton avenues . . . 

B. Fincke 195 Schermerhon street 

S. S. Guy Hanson Place, near 

Elliott Place ..... 

Henry S. Gilbert, ... 372 Bridge street 

A. Cooke Hull 105 Joralemon street • « 

S. C. Hanford 113 South 5th street. . . 

W. H. Hanford 90 Fourth street 

Lester Keep Cor. Gates and Van- 

derbilt avenues.. . 
J. Lester Keep, jr . . Cor. Gates and Van- 

derbilt avenues . • • do 

Horace May 81 Court street ...... do 

Henry Minton 138 Remsen street .... do 

R. C. Moffat 82 Clinton street do 

H. E. Morrell 88 Orange street do 

G. V. Newcomb .... 147 Adelpbi street .... do 

A. J. Palmer Bedford arv. n. Myrtle do 

W. L. R. Perrine. ... 83 Montague street . . do 

E. T. Richardson ... 87 do do 
J. G. Rosman 60 Pierrepont street. . do 

F. Stamm 52 Meserole street. •• • do 

F. Stamm, jr do do 

H. E. Saltzwedel. ... 98 do do 

F. W. Skiles ... 86 Clinton street do 

Sommer East New York .... do 

A. E. Sumner 77 Clinton street do 

John Turner .•>•••» Bedford avenue near 

De Kalb do 

J. F. Talmage 105 Joralemon street . . do 

P. P. Wells 84 Clintoti street do 

D. F Wells 84 do • do 

William Wright. ... 86 Fourth street do do 

Albert Wright Bedford ayenne, cor- 
ner Broadway «•• • do do 
The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of May; the semi- 
annual on the second Tuesday of November; adjourned monthly meetings 
are frequently held. 
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ARTICLE LXI. 

Report of the Kings County Homoeopathic Medical Sodety oomprising 

A. Proceedings of a Meeting held AprU 12, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of a Meeting held December 6, 1864. 

By the Secretary, Be&na&d Finokb, M. D., of Broddyn. 

A. 

Pbocbbmngs or a Meeting HblJ> April 12, 1864. 
An adjourned meeting of the Homodopathic Medical Society of Kings 
county was held at Brooklyn Tuesday evening, April 12, 1864, at Dr. 
Moffat's office. 
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Present : Drs. P. P. Wells, John Barker, J. B. Elliot, J. Lester Keep, 
E. T. Richardson, R. C. Molffat, F. W. Skiles, C. R. Davis, H. E. Morrill^ 
A. E. Sumner. 

The following cases were reported : 

Dr. Morrill presented a surgical case of interest, more particularly from 
its novelty. A child playing with a round stick, and standing in a chair, 
fell, and in the fall tore open the inside of the cheek in such a way as to 
cause the parotid gland to protrude. Being unable to return it, he applied 
a ligature, and then cut it off. Some doubts were expressed as to the pos- 
sibility of this being the parotid gland, but the doctor, from investigations 
made by himself and others, was satisfied he was correct. 

Dr. Moffat reported the case of a young lady of eighteen, who had been 
troubled with severe headaches for two weeks, and occasionally suffered 
the same way during the last ten years. She was of a hysterical nature, 
had slight febrile symptoms, and some indications of bilious difficulty, yet 
she was able to wait upon herself. At his second prescription he observed 
an intermittent pulse with partial paralysis. This case terminated very 
suddenly and unexpectedly in death, which was ascribed by a near physi- 
cian to sudden transition of rheumatism to the heart. The doctor, in a very 
careful and thorough examination, had been unable to detect any indica^ 
tion of heart disease. Pericarditis was thought, by several gentlemen, to 
have been the cause of death. 

Dr. P. P. Wells mentioned two or three cases of rheumatic affection of 
the heart, similar in many respects to the one already deseribed. 

Dr. Barker stated that metastasis to the heart was more liable to occur 
in persons under the age of twenty. 

Dr. Elliot mentioned the case of a gentleman who was quite diza^ and 
faint in the morning and sent to him for a prescription. He sent aconite 
and soon after called to see him. He felt his pulse^ and, while the patient 
was describing his feelings, his pulse stopped and, he fell back dead. A 
post-mortem examination exhibited a softness of the muscles of the heart, 
that being the only abnormal condition. 

Dr. Morill. A gentleman had acute rheumatism of the hand ; it lasted 
ten or twelve days, and passed off well. There was no transfer of it, nor 
any indications of heart disease. Four weeks after, while going to New 
York one morning, while running for a car, he fainted and fell ; he rallied 
however, and called upon the doctor in the evening. HIb pulse was nor- 
mal, and no heart trouble could be detected. A month after this, felt well 
upon rising, walked a short distance, fell down suddenly, and was dead 
before he could be carried home. 

Dr. Moffat inquired if any one knew anything in regard to a disease 
which we may fear, called '* spotted fever.'' The attack is ushered in by 
a chill and followed by fever. Those that recover invariably suffer the loss 
of some organ. 

Dr. Barker saw a case which was so called. The child was chilly ani 
blue in the afternoon, fever in the evenings nauseated, faint and flushed. 
Gave aconite and belladonna. Was sent for in the night, met Dr. Skiles, 
and they g^ve aconite. At seven in the morning, found the patient im a 
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state of con&pse, sunken, pale, and some pnrple spots developed. Qave 
avBenicnm. The child improved gradually and slowly for four days, when 
there came a swelling upon the knee, which, in two days, grew red and 
gradually extended over the whole body, resembling scarlatina. In two 
days again, a vesicular form was presented upon the scarlet eruption, with 
some sore throat. The patient continued to improve, and finally recovered. 
The doctor thought it might have been a form of scarlet fever, but an old 
school physician who saw it said it was " spotted fever." 

Dr. Moffat read a letter received by him from New Jersey, where this 
disease had prevailed, which exhibited strong proof of its being as much 
contagious as scarlet fever. The head and throat symptoms prevailed in 
every case, and, where death occurred, it was very sudden. * 

Dr. P. P. Wells stated that arsenicum, phosphorus and lachesis corres- 
pond to the symptoms of the disease as described, more particularly the 
latter, which corresponds especially to the suffocation and constriction 
about the throat Arsenicum would probably do better for the first pre- 
scription. 



B. 

Proceedings op a Meetino Held Decekber 6, 1864. 

An adjourned meeting of the Society was held at Brooklyn on Tuesday 
evening, December 6th, 1864, the Vice-President, Dr. S. S. Guy, in the chair. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen were found to be present: 
Drs. S. S. Guy, J. P. Duffin, B. T. Richardson, H. E. Morrill, P. Bond, J. 
Lester Keep, R. C. Moffat, Henry Minton, J. G. Rosman, B. Fincke, and A. 
Wright, all of Brooklyn. 

Dr. Moffat related a case of varioloid. The patient was a girl twelve 
years of age, and presented the following symptoms: fever, pain in the 
head and back; delirium; vomited twice; rasping sound in the throat, cough; 
soreness of the chest; variolous eruption; twenty pustules on one arm, with 
all the peculiarities of varioloid, such as the buckshot feel and characterise 
tic odor. 

He gave Lehrman's preparation of thuja occidentalis *~, about twelve 
granules in water, a teaspoonful at intervals of one hour and a half. 

The next morning the cough was gone. She had rested well through 
the night. The smaller pustules were flattened, while the larger ones were 
more prominent and advanced. 

He gave her thuja occidentalis *^ four days after. She had continued to 
improve, the pustules being entirely flattened and gone. The larger onen 
were now homy prominences. On the sixth or seventh day only the marks 
could be seen, and the recovery was complete. He thought no scales came 
off. 

Dr. Guy said that, feeling somewhat interested in Dr. Wolfs discovery, 
he wished to give it a fair trial. He gave a single dose of thuja occiden- 
talis ^ in a very clear case of varioloid, one that admitted no doubt as to 
the nature of the disease. There was mueh inflammation at the time he ad- 
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ministered the remedy, and a large number of pustales with pits. On his 
next visit, the following day, he noticed very little abatement of the injBant- 
matory appearance, bat gave no medicine. The next day slight improve- 
ment was manifest, and the case now progressed rapidly. The vesiclea 
died away and the patient recovered without administering any more med- 
icine. 

Early last fall he had a case of smallpox developed in an individual forty 
years of age (though vaccinated when a child.) 

Thuja occidentalis *^ was given, and the dose repeated. The disease 
was modified by it somewhat, but had its regular course, the patient never 
being very sick with it. 

Another patient, a gentleman, is at this time ill with varioloid. The 
characteristic eruption, very distinct vesicles in the face, with pitting, ap- 
peared in a day after the attack. 

Four days ago he gave thuja occidentalis *^, in watery solution, one tea- 
spoonful every four hours, and waited three days for the result. Yester- 
day the inflammatory action was gone; the eruption extending, the face 
swollen and the eyes nearly closed; throat dry, husky and sore. To-day 
he is better, the eruption is at stand, and there is prospect of recovery. 

Dr. Morrill stated a case of a sea captain who was taken sick and on 
Saturday sent for Dr. C, who did not come. Dr. Morrill was called Sunday 
noon, when confluent smallpox had developed. 

He commenced treatment with thuja occidentalis **^ fifteen pellets in 
water, one teaspoonfdl every three hours. Monday morning the patient 
bad improved. The former doctor being called again. Dr. Morrill withdraw. 
The man died five or six days afterward, and a post-mortem examination 
was held by six doctors. 

Dr. Morrill asked the gentlemen whether they would rely upon thuja in 
the worst cases of confluent smallpox ? 

Dr. Richardson answered this question by inquiring whether he knew a 
better remedy to rely upon than thuja f 

Dr. Duffin remarked that we should be cautious with these new provings ; 
only severe cases test their value. 

Dr. Bond used thuja"**, with good results. 

Dr. Richardson related a case of small pox, in a young man thirty years 
of agoi 

He gave thuja occidentalis'**, in water, every four hours. In forty- 
eight hours the eruption flattened and the progress ceased. There was no 
suppuration. 

Dr. Moffat, at the request of Dr. Minton, related a bad case of small pox, 
which began like typhoid fever, with bad tongue, delirium, fever, aching^ 
pains all over, vomiting till the third day, when the eruption appeared and 
the fever subsided. In two days more the eruption spread over the whole 
surface. On the seconc^ day, from the wrist down the hand, the pustules 
seemed countless. The doctor counted one hundred and fifty on the palm 
of the hand, and the patient two hundred and sixty-three on the back of 
the hand. 

He gave him thuja, also mercurius and vaccinin. The fever went oa 
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without swelling of the face, and with very little odor. The case pro- 
gpreBsed evenly and steadily, and in good time tlie patient recovered. 

Dr. Guy said, he invariably tastes smallpox on his tongue in going into 
the rooms of his patients. It is a coppery, styptic taste, and he can per- 
ceive it even where lie cannot smell the smallpox aroma. He enquired 
how it was with his colleagues. 

Drs. Mufifat, Richardson and Guy, were of the opinion that small pox is 
cut short by thuja. 

Dr. Minton inquired if thuja acted also as a preventive. 

He was answered that such was the supposition. 

Dr. Guy asked the opinion of the Society in regard to a patient now under 
his care. The case is that of a gentleman fifty years of age, suffering from 
ulceration of the left side of the scrotum. It commenced four weeks ago, 
and now forms an elevated ulcer, with hard, horny edges. At first it was 
a mere abrasion, with slight, Watery discharge, but intense pain, extending 
up into the right hypochondrium, and also to various other parts of the 
body, much of the time almost beyond endurance. 

He treated him merely with application of lint in order to avoid friction, 
at first, but had since used poultices of carrots and slippery elm. The 
ulcer looks like the brain of an animal, corrugated. The patient has never 
had syphilis. Within the past few days a pustule has appeared on the back 
of the head, as also others over the body, and a milarious eruption upon 
the abdomen. The ulcer is about an inch in diameter, is advancing towards 
the penis, and healing on the opposite side. 

Dr. Minton presupposed primary chancre. 

Dr. Moffat suggested cancer. 

Dr. Guy said, the fact that the centre of the ulcer is elevated, proves it 
to be no chancre. 

Dr. Minton thought it might be indurated. He had seen such ulcers. He 
inquired as to the nature of the eruption on the -abdomon. 

Dr. Guy said, its appearance was between that of measles and scarlet 
fever; a sort of milaria.^ The horny hardness round the sore feels leathery, 
is of a pale color, and extends about half an inch. The skin around it is 
not inflamed ; the centre is flesh colored, but not bright red. The patient 
imagines it is cancer, and is much frightened. 

Dr. Moffat inquired if Dr. Guy gave creosote ? Dr. Guy did not. 

Dr. Minton inquired if the glands were enlarged T 

Dr. Guy said, they were not. The testicle is a little swollen. There is 
no glandular swelling anywhere. He had given lachesis and arsenic; the 
former lower, in solution, one remedy at a time, three pellets for three or 
four days, and awaited the result. 

Dr, A. Wrigdt recommended creosote, but not as high. 

Drs. Minton and Richardson moved that the Society adjourn to the second 
Tuesday in January, 1865, when Dr. Fincke's pap^r on the Infinitesimality 
of the Dose, is to be read. Carried. 
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ARTICLE LXII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Nitrate of Silver in the Treatment of Laryngitis. By 
WiLLTAM Wbioht, M. D., of BrooUyn. 

Case I. 

Late on the evening of December 12tb, 1858, 1 was called in great haste 
to meet Dr. E— , of N. Y., in consultation over a patient of his, residing 
in the seventeenth ward of this city, then supposed *to bo in a dying con- 
dition. On repairing to the house, I found the patient — a married lady, 
some twenty-five years of age, tolerably robust in appearance, and reputed 
general good health— reclining on the bed, her head and shoulders sup- 
ported by her husband, her face considerably flushed and of a livid hue, 
with an expression of countenance indicative of intense suffering. Her 
respiration was slow and extremely difficult ; each inspiration calling into 
full play all the respiratory muscles, and giving strong indications of suffo- 
cation like that produced by mechanical strangulation. In addition to 
this, the patient was subjected to occasional attacks of the most violent 
and distressing paroxysms of dyspncea, in which she would turn almost 
black in the face, spring up in the bed, and struggle violently for breath, 
as though complete suffocation had or was about to take place. 

I saw at first glance that this case was evidently a desperate one, and 
that relief must be immedicUe or death ;svas inevitable. 

Dr. E. informed me that he had been using the various homoeopathic in- 
ternal remedies, indicated in such cases, very persistently for the last 
thirty-six hours or more, but withoiU deriving any apparent benefit therefrom: 
and he gave it as his opinion, from the rapid progress of disease thus far, 
that the patient could not possibly survive a quarter of an hour I 

Knowing that the doctor had exhausted the entire catalogne of known 
homoeopathic remedies, and feeling that it would be an act of folly, if not 
of criminality, to attempt to repeat them at this critical stage of the dis- 
ease, I suggested the application of a saturated solution of nitrate of aUver 
to the larynx, as the only remaining hope ; though, I must confess, I almost 
feared that the moment's interruption of respiration, necessarily attending 
its application, might prove fatal. Dr. E., however, approved of my sug- 
gestion, and, as speedily as the solution could be prepared, an application 
was made to the parts affected, by means of a camel's hair pencil. The 
violent paroxysm of dyspnoea which followed it was most distressing, and 
for a moment almost led us to regret that we had ventured upon so doubt- 
ful an experiment. The patient, with a desperate spasmodic struggle, 
sprang up, the face became dark livid, the eyes fairly started from their 
sockets, the month and nostrils enormously distended, and the countenance 
gave strong indications of the desperate struggle that was going on with- 
in. She gasped, and struggled, and gasped again ; but that struggle, for- 
tunately for her and us, brought the anxiously sought for relief* A sort of 
spasmodic cough emptied the larynx of a large accumulation of thick tena- 
cious phlegm or mucous ; respiration was at once restored, the patient 
quietly sank down in her husband's arms completely exhausted it is true 
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but the terrible ordeal was apparently passed, and in a few moments her 
respiration became comparatively easy, and in the coarse of an hoar or so, 
she fell into a qaiet and refreshing slumber. 

This improvement seemed to continue for three or fonr hoars, when 
indications of a retam of the difficulty manifesting themselves, it wad 
thong)^ best to renew the application of the caustic. The interruption of 
respiration in this second application was much less severe than at first, 
but the relief was equally as prompt and decided. From this moment con« 
yalescence was rapid and uninterrupted. 

From a review of all the facts and circumstances attending this case, we 
think we are warranted in the opinion, that the life of thin paiieni toas saved 
by the application of the caustic, and that, at the stage in which I first saw 
the case, no other known remedy would have successfully met it ! 

Case 2. 

On the 19th day of February, 1864, at about 11 o'clock, a. m., I received 
a message requesting me to call at No. — L. av., at my earliest conve- 
nience. On arriving at the house, I was ushered into the chamber, when I 
found a young lad of some eleven years of age lying'in bed, and complain- 
ing of sore throat, chilliness alternating with flashes of heat, some thirst, 
slight dyspnoea, and a peculiar sonorous sound in each respiration, as 
, though the air were being forced through a more or less obstructed pas- 
sage way. The febrile symptoms were not marked, though the pulse was 
slightly accelerated. 

Upon inquiry, I learned that my patient had, on the previous day, atten- 
ded school as usual, that he had returned at evening in apparently good 
health, and had so retired to rest at his accustomed hour ; but that, in the 
course of the night, he had been taken ill with the ordinary symptoms of 
"a cold," and, as a matter of course, became restless and passed^ a some- 
what disturbed night. 

For these symptoms, some domestic remedies were administered at the 
time, and in the morning the lad appeared " considerably better." Soon 
after risiug, however, all these morbid symptoms returned in a greatly 
aggravated form, and, at about eleven o'clock A. it., as stated above, I was 
sent for. 

A very brief examination of the case satisfied me that the primary dis- 
ease was situated in the throat, the exact nature of which, though sus- 
pected, I could not then fully determine; but I prescribed aeon, and bell., as 
most prominently indicated, and applied cold water bandages to the 
throat. The two medicaments to be alternated every half hour. 

The only symptom which I discovered at this early stage of the disease, 
indicative of serious trouble, was met with in the manner and peculiar 
SOUND of the breathing; but as the- other symptoms, state of pulse, skin, 
thirst, &c., &c., did not seem to correspond or corroborate the indications 
drawn from the respiration, I hoped that my fears were greater than the 
tout ensenvble of symptoms warranted. 

At four p. M. I received a second message, saying that my patient was 
evidently growing worse, and requesting me to visit, him without delay. 
I did so, and found that all the symptoms had become greatly aggravated. 
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The pulse was now fall and beating rapidly ; the skin hot and dry ; tbe 
pain in the throat more severe ; deglutition difficult ; respiration more ob- 
structed and labored ; the inspirations and expirations being quite slow 
and requiring the exercise of great muscular power to accomplish either. 
The sounds emitted were not exactly metallic, but more resembling air 
forced violently through a dry sponge or other even more compact yet 
porous body. Articulation was now very much impaired, he scarcely bein^ 
able to raise his voice above a whisper. The fauces were of a brighfredr 
dish hue, the tongue covered with a thin whitish coating, and the thirst 
considerable. But the main distress seemed to arise from the dyspnoea cm* 
difficulty of respiration. Aeon, and phos. were now administered, with »n 
occasional dose of hepar-sul. or spongia. The two first remedies were di- 
rected to be given, in alternation, once in half an hour ; and the cold water 
bandages around the neck continued. At eleven o'clock, p. if., I was again 
summoned to the bed-side of my patient. I found that my remedies, 
instead of having arrested the disease, had failed entirely in mitigating even 
a single symptom ; and that the disease had marched steadily* and rapidly 
on until the case had now assumed, or was fast assuming, a most alarming 
aspect. The dyspnoea was now most distressing, and the respirations so 
laborious that, at each inspiration, all the thoracic and abdominal muscles 
were brought into violent action, swaying to and fro with his body the 
entire couch upon which he lay, though that couch -rested upon an iron 
bedstead. 

Fearing a speedy and fatal termination, and that by suffocation, I imroe^ 
diately proposed a consultation. This proposition was at once acceded to^ 
and within a very brief space of time. Dr. A. W., of this city, met me at 
the bed-side of my patient. Various remedies were suggested, in addition 
to those previously resorted to — and tried, hit proved entirely unaixiUing. 
As our patient was evidently fast sinking, brandy was now given to sap- 
port him ; but all the indications pointed unmistakably to a speedy and 
fatal termination. 

Recalling to mind the case of Mrs. T. — detailed above — I proposed ni- 
trate of silver to the fauces, and it was at once agreed that it should be 
tried. A strong solution was therefore immediately prepared, and, with 
the aid of a small roll of lijien improvised, I made the application, extend- 
ing as low in the throat as I could. But, much to my surprise and disap* 
pointment, its application did not bring the anticipated relief, neither did 
it seem to be attended with any of the suffocating effects apprehended. 
The disease still continued to march on with fearful rapidity, the dyspnoea 
and labor of breathing had now become most distressing to the patient^ 
and heartrrending to his friends. At one moment the patient exclaiming, 
in the faintest whisper, ** 0, I haven't got anything to breathe I" And 
well he might, for breathing seemed to have entirely failed to bring that 
relief to the system for which breathing was instituted. 

His medical advisers were now forced to the conclusion that he could 
not, in any probability, survive for half an hour, while his friends around 
him manifested their convictions by the inquiry, "Doctor, does he yet 
breathe T" 
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P^ Not satisfied with the result of the first application of the caustic, and 
hoping that it might yet be made to bring some relief, I determined upon 
making one more application ; more, I confess, from the hope that it might, 
than from a real expectation thai it vxmld meet his case. It was accordingly 
applied, thoroughly swabbing out the entire fauces ; and, in a vi'oleilt 
struggle for breath which speedily followed this application, a quantity of 
thick tenacious mucus or phlegm was thrown up accompanied with a piece 
of solid matter about the size and shape of a date seed, very firm and tena- 
cious, strongly resembling diphtheritic deposit, and of a pearly white hue, 
except a portion of it which was slightly mahoganized in color, probably 
tinged by the nitrate of sjlver. 

The crisis was passed! My patient immediately began to breathe easier; 
respiration could now be performed, by the action of the respiratory muscles 
alone; the countenance assumed a more cheerful aspect; the voice was 
measurably restored, so that he could articulate distinctly; in short, the 
transition was as great as ii cotdd have been by the sudden removal of a 
ligature from around the neck which had before threatened immediate suff'oca- 
tion. 

In less than an hour our patient was so far restored that he could con- 
verse quite freely and fluently, and a short time thereafter, laugh at some 
of the ludicrous blunders, which some of the attendants had made during 
the excitement of the most trying moments. From this time recovery was 
rapid, a few days sufficing to restore him to his full measure of former 
health. It might here be added that, for an hour or two previous to the 
use of the caustic, fomentations of hot water had been freely made to the 
throat, more by the interference of over-zealous friends than by the direc- 
tions of his physicians. But the sudden and complete relief of our patient, 
and his restoration from apparent death to life, we think, was most evi- 
dently attributable to the caustic; though it is barely possible that the 
other means and appliances resorted to may have measurably prepared the 
system for this favorable result. Whether this be pure homoeopathic prac- 
tice, or whether in its use we were trenching upon the prerogatives of our 
allopathic friends, I shall not now stop to inquire ; yet 1 may be allowed, 
in passing, to say, that because the practice of cauterizing the throat in 
disease has been most shamef ally abused by physicians of the antagonistic 
school, that of itself does not constitute a valid reason why we may not 
occasionally resort to it, especially in clearly indicating cases; and, it ap- 
pears to me, that the record here furnished is conclusive as to its efficacy in 
arresting laryngitis, et;en in its utmost extremity. In avoiding Scylla, 
therefore, let us not be so unwise as to run into Charybdis. 
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LIVINGSTON COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

63. List of offioen, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 
ARTICLE LXIII. 

OFKOKRS ILBOTED OCTOBKB 6, 1864. 

Dr. J. M. BlakeBley Dansvillc President. 

I. J. Mechum Nunda Vioe President. 

James A. West Oeueseo Secretary. 

0. D. Hamilton Fowlersville Trcasarer. 

CBKJS0B8. 

Dr. James A. West Oeneseo Livingston county. 

B. F. Dake. Mount Morris do 

1. J. Mechum Nunda do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOIKEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. I. J. Mechum, Dr. James A. West 

DELEGATE TO THE AKEBICAK INSTmJTE OF HOHCEOPATHT. 

Dr. A, Lu L. Potter. 

OFFICXBS ELBOTBD JUKE IS, 1865. 

Dr. J. M. Blakesley .... Dansville President 

I. J. Mechum Nunda Vice President 

James A. West Oeneseo Secretary. 

B. Frank Dake Mount Morris Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. J. M. Blakesley Dansville Oneida county. 

0. D. Hamilton York do 

A. L. L. Potter Nunda do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE BOlfCEOPATHlC HEDIGAL SOCIETT. 

Dr. James A. West, Dr. B. Prank Dake. 

DELEGATE TO THE AUERICAK INSTITCTS OF HOIKBOPATHY. 

Dr. J. M. Blakesley. 

COmflTTXES. 

Dr. B. Frank Dake, on Rheumatism. 
James A. West, on Dysentery. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. J. M. Blakesley Dansville Livingston county. 

1. J. Mechum Nunda do 

A. L. L. Potter Nunda do 

B. Frank Dake Mount Morris do 

W. R. Wells Mount Morris do 

0. D. Hamilton Fowlersville do 

James A. West Geneseo do 

The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of June; the seiai- 



annual on the first Tuesday of October. 
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MADISON COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

64. List of Officers, Delegates and Members, 18^65. 

65. Report of the Madison County Homoeopathic Medical Society, com- 

prising 
A. Proceedings of the First Meeting, held, January 4, 1865. 
6. Proceedings of the Second Meeting, held June 27, 1865. By the 
Secretary, George B. Palmer, M. D., of East Hamilton. 

66. Report on Clinical Medicine. Pneumonia and its Appropriate Treat- 

ment. By George B. Palmer, M. D., of East Hamilton. 

ARTICLE LXIV. 

list of OfScers, Delegates and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JANUARY 4, 1865. 

Dr. D. D. Loomis, Morrisville, President. 
Ira C. Owen, Sherburne, Vice President. 
George B. Palmer, East Hamilton, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. A. E. Wallace, Brookfield, Madison county. 
G. L. Giflford, Hamilton, do 

George B. Palmer, East Hamilton, do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOtfCEOPATHIO MEDICAL 60CIETT. 

Dr. George B. Palmer. * Dr. Ira C. Owen. 

OFFICERS ELBOTBD JUNE 2T, 1865. 

Dr. D. D. Loomis, Morrisville, PreBident. 
Ira C. Owen, Sherburne, Vice President. 
George B. Palmer, East Hamilton^ Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Isaac Clark, EatOQ> Madison county. 
G. L. Giflford, Hamilton, do 
Ira C. Owen, Sherburne, Chenango county. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE H0M<E0PATHI0 MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. George B. Palmer. Dr. Ira C. Owen. 

DBLBOATE TO THE ONEIDA COUNTY H0M<B0PATHIC MEDIOAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. G. L. Gifford. 

DELEGATE TO THE ONONDAGA COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. George B. Palmer, 
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HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. E. A. Hunger Waterville New York. 

G. W. Bailey do do 

H. M. Paine Albany do 

W. B. Brown Rochester do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. D. D. Loomis Morris ville Madison county. 

IsaacClark Eaton do 

O. L. Gifford Hamilton do 

George 6. Palmer. . . . East Hamilton .... do 

A. E. Wallace Brookfield do 

Ira G. Owen Sherburne do 

The annual meeting is held on the fourth Tuesday of June. 



ARTICLE LXV. 

Report of the Madison County Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising 

A. Proceedings of Uie First Meeting, held January 4, 1865. 

B. Proceedings of the Second Meetine, held June 27, 1865. 
By the Secretary, QBORas B. Palmbb, M. D., of East Hamilton. 

A. 

Proceedings of the First MsBTiNa. . 
At the annual meeting of the HomoBopathic Medical Society of Oneida 
county, held at Utica, on the 18th day of October, 1864, Drs. E. A. Man- 
ger aad George B. Palmer were appointed a committee to secure the org-an- 
ization of a homodopathic medical society in Madison and Chenango counties. 
In accordance with an invitation issued by this committee, a meeting 
was held at the office of Dr. Loomis, in Morris ville, on Wednesday, the 4 th 
day of January, 1865, ai which the following gentlemen were present, 
namely : 

Dr. D. D. Loomis • • • • Morrisville. 

W. B. Brown Hamilton. 

G. L. Gifford do 

A. B. Wallace Brookfield. 

Ira C. Owen Sherburne. 

George B. Palmer East Hamilton. 

E. A. Munger Waterville. 

G. W. Bailey do 

H. M. Paine Albany. 

The meeting was called to order at 11 o'clock, A. M., and on motion, Dr. 
Munger was made temporary chairman, and Dr. G. B. Palmer secretary. 

Dr. Loomis then introduced the following resolution : 

Betsoloed, That the physicians and surgeons present proceed to organiae 
a homoeopathic medical society for the county of Madison, in the State of 
New York, in pursuance of an act entitled '* An act to incorporate Homoe- 
opathic Medical Societies," passed April 13, 1857. Carried. 

On motion, a committee consisting of Drs. Loomis, Owen, and Wallace, 
was appointed by the chair, with instructions to report a form of constitu- 
tion and by-laws for this society. 
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The committee presented a report, which was amended, and on motion 
adopted. 
The society then adjourned for half an hour. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 
After coming to order, the society proceeded to the election of officers as 
provided in the constitution, with the following result : 

Dr. D. D Loomis President. 

Ira 0. Owen Vice-President. 

George B. Palmer Secretary and Treasurer. 

Cbnsors. 
Drs. A. E. Wallace, G. L. Gifford, George B. Palmer. 

Delegates to the State Hohosopathic Medical Society. 
Dr. George B. Palmer, Dr. Ira 0. Owen. 

Medical OoioirrTEEs. 
Drs. Owen, Brown, and Wallace, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
Palmer and Gifford, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Gifford, Wallace, and Owen, Materia Medica. 
G. B. Palmer and Wallace, Surgical Gases. 
Owen, Palmer, and Wallace, Obstetrics. 
G. B. Palmer,, Gifford, and Brown, Diseases of Women. 
Owen, Brown, and Loomis, Diseases of Children. 
A. E. Wallace, Loomis, and Brown, Prevailing Epidemics. 
On motion of Dr. Owen, Drs. E. A. Munger, H. M. Paine and 6. W. 
Bailey, were elected honorary members. 

The regular order of business was suspended to allow the introduction 
of a series of resolutions by the secretary of the State society, Dr. Paine, 
strongly urging the importance of organizing county societies in every 
county where they do not already exist, and also in regard to the reorga- 
nization of the American Institute of Homoeopathy, all of which were 
adopted. 

Dr. Paine also presented a number of valuable and interesting communi- 
cations, among which were 

** Surgical Cases," by Dr. John Hornby. 
" Malignant Pustule," by Dr. T. Dwight Stow. 
**Gelseminum in Typhoid Fever." Dr. Vauderburg. 
" Uses of Spigelia," by Dr. C. W. Boyce. 
"Proving of Phytolacca." Dr. W. Warren. 

Several valuable and interesting clinical cases were related by gentle- 
men present. 

Dr. Paine also presented a meteorological record for the year 1864, 
which was read, and on motion, a copy was requested for publication. 
The following resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, county medical societies, as auxiliary to the State Medical So- 
ciety, are designed to promote the advancement of medical science, and 
[Assem., No. 161.] 18 



374 MADISON COWTT HSBICAL 80CICTT. 

for this pnrpose onlj by enactmeDts of the Legislature, are made the kgii 
representatives and guardians of the interests of the medical profession ii 
their respective localities ; and 

Whereas, the number and influence of county homoeopathic medical bo- 
cieties indicate in a measure the extent and progress of the homo^opatbie 
school in this State ; and 

Whereas, the usefulness of the State Homcsopathic Medical Society it 
pends upon and is augmented in proportion to the number of delegaitt 
from these associations ; therefore 

Resolved, That the organization of county homoeopathic medical BOcieties» 
wherever practicable, in all the counties of this State, is extremely desira- 
ble, and should engage the immediate attention of the regular homcBopathie 
medical profession in all the counties in which societies have Dot yet ben 
formed. 

The following was also adopted : 

Whereas, the efficiency and usefulness of the American Institute of Eo- 
moeopathy would be largely increased by changing its form of or^anisatioB 
to that of a representative body, composed of delegates from the sevenl 
State and county medical societies in this country ; therefore 

Resolved, That members of this Society, who are also members of tk 
institute, and who may be present at its next meeting, be. requested to ad- 
vocate such a change of organization, and to act as repreHentatiFee of tlni 
association. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at the Wickwire House, iu Hamilton* 
on the fourth Tuesday in June, 1865, at 10 o'clock a. ku 

B. 

Procbbdinos of TBI SiooND Amkual Mbbtino held Junb 2T, 1865. 

The first annual meeting of the homoeopathic medical society of Madisoa 
QQunty, was held at the Wickwire House, in Hamilton, on Tuesdays, Jooe 
VI, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order at 11 o'clock a. m., the president in tbe 
obair. On calling the coll, the following gentlemen were found to bepi*- 
#ent : Drs. D. D. Iioomis, W. B. Brown, G. L. Gifford, Ira 0. Owen aJ 
Geo. B. Palmer. Dr. Isaac Clark, of Eaton, was also present. The miuotai 
of the previous meeting for organization were read and approved. 

Dr. Isaac Clark, of Eaton, Madison county, was proposed for membersbip. 
and on ballot, elected. 

The Society then adjourned for one hour. 

ArrERNooi^ Session. 

Society called to order and reports of standing committees were c^lW 
for. 

Dr. Brown, from the committee on theory and practice, presented a TC'- 
bal report of the history and treatment of an interesting case of croup, » 
which Phytolacca decandra was used with fine effect. 

Dr. Palmer, of the committee on special pathology and therapeutics, ww 
a paper entitled " Pneumonia and Us Appropriate Treatment.^ 

The committee on materia medica had no written report, but prescntfio 
some suggestions regarding the use of hydrastis canadensis, erigeron^ 
Bticta pulraonaria, which called out an interesting and profitable di^ 
cussion. 
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^ * Dr. Owen, from the committee on diseases of women and children, pre* 

'^ rented, in connection with the history of several cases, some very valuable 
suggestions in regard to the treatment of leucorrhoea and prolapsus uteri; 
and also gave his treatment of cynanche trachealis. His remarks gave 
rise to a very interesting discussion by the members of the Society. 

lIv Dr. Loomis gave a description of a troublesome form of ophthalmia which 

:. = bad prevailed in his vicinity. 

The president then proceeded to deliver the annual address, which was 

^* full of interest, and well worthy of the attention which it received. 

^ ' The report of the treasurer was presented, accepted and ordered on file. 

The secretary called the attention of the Society to the provision of the 

by-laws which requires each member to present a written article upon 

eome medical topic at each meeting of the Society, and urged upon those 

^ present the importance of a strict compliance with this regulation, as a 

^ means of securing much that is valuable which otherwise would be lost 

i On motion, it was ^ » 

Besolved, That the next meeting be held at the Wickwire House, in 

t Hamilton, on the fourth Tuesday in June, 1866, at 10 o'clock a. h. 

^' The Society then proceeded to the election of officers with the following 

^ result: President, Dr. D. D. Loomis, Morrisville ; Vice-President, Ira 0. 

Owen, Sherburne ; Secretary and Treasurer, Geo. B. Palmer, East Hamil- 
ton ; Censors, Drs. Isaac Clark, G. L. Gifford and Ira 0. Owen, 

Dr. G. L. Gifford was elected delegate to the Oneida County Homoeopa- 
thic Medical Society, and Dr. Geo. B. Palmer to the Onondaga County 
Homosopathic Medical Society. 

^' After reading the minutes, the meeting was on motion adjourned. 

^1 



ARTICLE LXVI. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Pneumonia and its Appropriate Treatment. By Gsoaaa 
B. Palmer, M. D., of East Hamilton. 

This disease, which in our changeable climate, is of frequent occurrence^ 
consists primarily of an inflammation of the parenchyma, or substance of 
the lung, followed by hepatization^ or red Boftenirig or infiltration (by which 
various terms it is distinguished), which is the second stage; and again^ 
by suppuration, as the third and last stage. The external manifestations, 
as well as the pathological condition of the lung, of course, varies with the 
different stages. In the fiist or inflammatory stage, we have chills, foU 
lowed by fever; difficult respiration; cough short and dry; pulse generally 
quick and hard; pain in the chest, particularly on taking a deep inspira- 
tion. The pain is rather dull than otherwise, more a feeling of weight and 
oppression. The patient usually lies on his back. If there is any expec- 
toration it consists of a tough, lumpy, rust-colored mucous. In speaking, 
he is apt to pause after each word or syllable. The face is sometimes pur- 
ple; cheeks red; tongue dry, with great thirst, and the skin hot. The 
sound on percussion may not be much impaired. 

The physical changes of this stage are marked. The vessels of the paren* 
chyma are found to be gorged with blood, causing the pulmonary cells. 
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vsnally filled with air, to be contracted and solid. The blood itself is also 
changed, there being a real stagnation in the capillaries. The red corpas- 
eles undergo a marked transformation, whereby exosmosis of their contents 
takes place, as evinced by the rust colored sputa, which is seen at this and 
subsequent stages. 

The second stage is marked by a decided dullness on percussion; the 
bronchial rale is distinctly heard; there is greater diflSculty of breathing; 
the voice has a peculiar. pectoral tone; the pulse is not so full or hard, and 
greater prostration is usually manifest. 

The interval from the first to the second stage is sometimes very shorty 
occurring as soon as the second or third day, especially in young and vigor- 
ous persons, who are more prone to plastic exudations. In some cases the 
first stage lasts ten days or more, and may then pass into a chronic form, 
or at once into the third and last. At this second stage we find the 
lung dilated to its utmost extent, and of a brown red, or liver color. It is 
condensed without an crepitation, and is softened so as to be easily 
broken down with the finger. The cut surface is covered with granular 
elevations, which are the air cells, now filled with pus. Hardly any trace 
of the real substance of the lung remains, except the bronchial tubes and 
the larger vessels. 

The third or suppurative stage is marked by slight shiverings; livid face, 
with bright red patches; pulse weak and thready; increased and increasing 
prostration; the pain or oppression of the chest is sometimes abated; the 
expectoration becomes free, purulent, of a brown or greenish color; a 
gurgling sound is heard in respiration, caused by the air passing through 
pus. This stage may or may not foUow rapidly upon the second. 

The physical changes are a more complete disorganization and softening 
of the whole substance of the lung, which becomes of dirty gray or straw 
color. The whole mass is infiltrated with pus, and upon being cut into a 
yellowish or greenish water oozes out. The circulation is very much inter* 
rupted, as is seen by the appearance of the veins and skin before death. 

This disease is often complicated with pleurisy; some contending that it 
never occurs without more or less pleuritic inflammation. In this case the 
pains ara more acute, and of a darting or shooting character. Sometiuoee 
it manifests itself in connection with acute bronchitis; sometimes with 
bilious complications, known as bilious pneumonia; and again with marked 
typhoid tendency, called typhoid pneumonia. 

The disease may terminate by resolution, in which case some profuse 
evacuation may take place, such as diarrhoea, hemorrhage from tlie bowels, 
cpistaxis, profuse sweat or increased discharge of urine. It may terminate 
fatally, even in the first stage, in persons of low habit. The diflferent stag^es 
arc not always well defined, or the changes mentioned distinctly marked. 
As remarked above, they may often follow each other with great rapidity; 
indeed, examples have been found where both lungs were inflamed throug'h- 
x>ut, and all three stages exinted at the same time. 

The causes of this disease are various, though most usually arising from 
exposure to cold and dampness, or raw winds. It may be produced bj 
external violence, the inhalation of irritating substances or poisonous 
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gases. It sometimes arises from suppressed hemorrhages or habitual secr^ 
tions. Persons who use alcoholic stimulants freely are decidedly prone t<t 
it; such cases almost always taking a peculiar and severe form, the inflam- 
mation spreading and advancing very rapidly. 

Treathbnt. 

In no disease ha^ homoeopathy demonstrated more clearly its superiority 
as a system of medicine than in the varied forms of pneumonia. The ave- 
rage mortality has been reduced more than one-h^lf under its treatment. 
While th<^ disease may be fatal in every stage, it may be and has been 
arrested in every stage While a large number of remedies have been 
used by our sciiool, many of which are valuable, I shall only mention a few 
of the more important ones. 

At the first or during the inflammatory stage, recourse must be had to acon- 
ite, bryonia and gelseminum; and allow me to say that in the last named 
remedy we have one which is fast proving itself to be of great use in the treat- 
ment of this disease as well as many others. Possessing, as it does, some of 
the properties both of aconite and belladonna, it can but be useful in those 
cases where inflammatory action is present with arterial congestion, as is 
eminently the case in this disease. Recent provings of baptisia (by Dr. 
Hadley) point to it as a remedy likely to prove of service, especially in the 
typhoid form of the disease. 

During the second stage tartar emetic, phosphorus, phosphoric acid, 
stannum, cheledoiiium, tincture sulphur and lycopodium are used. While 
in the third or suppurative stage, arsenicum, carbo veg., china and mercu- 
rius must be exhibited. 

I would also speak of the use of veratrqm viride. Having recently had 
occasion to test it in this disease, I am well pleased with its effects. It 
seems to be homoeopathic to the incipient stage. When engorgement alone 
exists, sanguinaria canadensis may be of service, particularly if tbere 
should be bronchial complication. In addition I have found decided benefit 
from the use of hot water as an adjuvant; compresses wrung from hot 
water and placed on the chest as hot as can be borne, and closely covered 
with dry cloths. 

In conclusion, it is my opinion that a large majority of cases of pneumonia 
may be arrested at the ouiset by the prompt use of the proper remedies; 
and that under judicious homoeopathic treatment a great proportion of all 
^HMes may be cured. 
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ARTICLE LXVII. 

Lirt of Oftoers, Delegates, Committeet, and Members, 1864-65. 



OFFICERS ELECTED— DECEXBER 14, 1864. 



Dr. Egbert Guernsey . . . 
Robert McMurray..^ 
Henry M. Smith . . . , 
Edwin M. Kellogg . 



Dr. 



Lewis Hallock. 

AlonzoS. Ball 

JohnF. Gray 

Benjamin F. Bowers. 
George E. Belcher.. . 



New York Presidont. 

do Vice President. 

do Secretary. 

do Treasurer. 

' CENSORS. 

New York New York county. 

do do 

do do 

do do 

do do 



DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMGSOPATHIC SOCIETY. 



Dr. Alonzo S. Ball, 
Jacob Beak ley, 
Egbert Guernsey, 
Benjamin F. Joslin, 
Robert McM array, 
Henry M. Smith, 

Dr. Edw'd. P. Fowler, 
Benj. F. Bowers, 



Dr. Samuel B. Barlow, 
George E. Belcher, 
Lewis Hallook, 
Edwin M. Kellogg, 
John McE. Wetmore, 
John A. Ward, 



Dr. Edward Bayard, 
Benj. F. Bowers, 
F. W. Hunt, 
Erastus E. Marcyr 
Daniel D. Smith. 



COMMITTEE ON STATISTICS. 



Dr. Henry M. Smith. 



Dr. F. S. Bradford. 
Edward Bayard, 



HONORARY MEMBERS. 



Constantine Hering, M. D., . . . 

David Wilson, M. D., 

John Epps, M. D., 



Philadelphia, Pa. 
London, Eng. 
London, Eng. 



CORRESPONDINQ MEMBERS. 

0. W. Boyce, M. D Auburn, N. Y. 

Horace M. Paine, M. D., Albany, N. Y. 



Dr, 



OFFICERS AND MSMBEBd. 
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MEMBERS. 




. Timothy P. Allen. . . . 


96 4th avenue 


New York. 


J. T. Alley 




do 


J. R. Andrews 


84 East 22d street. • . . 


do 


J. G. Baldwin 


22 East 24th street... 


do 


Alonzo S. Ball 


43 West nth street*. 


do 


W.J. Baner 


18 East 19th street... 


da 


Samuel B. Barlow... 


62 East 21st street. . . 


do 


Edward Bayard 

Jacob Beakiey 

George E. Belcher.. . 


6 West 14th street.... 


do 


Orammercy P'k House 


do ' 


60 East 2l8t street. . . 


do 


H, G. Benjamin 


119 West 24th street. 


do 


R. Blackelock 


262 West 24th street.. 


do 


*R. M. Bollee 




do 


Benjamin F. Bowers. 


22 East 20th street.... 


do 


' "J. Bowers 




do 


: ^. S. Bradford 


103 4th avenue 


do 


S. P. Burdick 


303 West 34th street.. 


do 


J. A. Carmichael. . . . 


116 East 20th street.. 


do 


C. P. Delia Bella 


36 Union aquare.. ^... 


do 


J. W.Dowling 


82 East 20th street... 


do 


Carroll Dnnham 


68 East 12th street... 


do 


J. T.Evans 


27 East 31st street. . . 
22d street and 7tb ave. 


do 


J.H.Porbes 


do 


E. P. Fowler ^ 


37 East 15th street. . . 


do 


W. Freeman.. ...... 


35 Clinton place 


do 


E. G. Preligh 


128 9th street 


do 


M. Freliffh 


128 9th street 

41 East Idth street... 


do 


Otto Fulgraff 


d6 


John F. Gray 


43 East 20th street. . . 


do 


Egbert Guernsey. . . . 


18 West 28d street. . . 


do 


Lewis Hallock 


92 Madison avenue. . . 


do 


A. Houghton 


185 West 26th street. 


do 


P. W.Hunt 


107 West 86th street. 
62 West 29th street.. 


do 


Betijamin F. Joslin. • 


do 


Ed win M. Kellogg... 


96 Foui*th avenue 


do 


C. Kiersted 


172 West 82d street. . 


do ♦ 


0. C. Kiersted 


do do 


do 


0. R. King 


21 West 22d street. . . 


do 


Stephen R. Kirby.... 


81 W.Washington pi. 


do 


Alexis Leon.... 


26 East 22d street 


do 


S. liilienthal 


230 West 25th street. 


do 


tE. Loveioy 




do 


*B. Lasius ••• 




do 


Erasttts E. Marcy 


26East22d street... 


do 


Robert McMurray . . . 


204 2d avenue 


do 


H. B. Millard 


7 East 27th street 


do 


J. J.Mitchell 


812 2d avenue 


do 


M.W. Palmer 


64 Rivington street. . . 


do 


W. Peterson. 


27 East 31st street... 


do 


T. S. Ring 


82d street 


do 


J.V. F. Shoeckel...: 




do 


H. Sherrill 


513 Hudson street. • • • 


do 
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Dr. Daniel D. Smith 71 Irving place New York* 

HenrjM. Smith 105 4th aventie- do 

Thomas F. Smith. ... 1 West 124 street do 

S. W. Taylor 147 Hudson street. ... do 

A. P. Throop do 

J Joseph L. Wade do 

ohn A. Ward 41 West 23d street. . . do 

fW. G. Wellraan do 

fedwin West 42 W. Washington pi . do 

J. McE. Wetmore 50 East 2l8t street. . . do 

L. do V. Wilder 65 West 28th street. . . do 

*A. D. Wilson do 

•Clark Wright do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers, is held on the aecoii 
Wednesday of December. Regular meetings are held on the Becooi 
Wednesday of March, June/ September and December. 



ARTICLE LXVIII. 

Schedule of prices for Medical Senrices adopted by the Homceopathic Medical SooeIj 
of the County of New York, December, 1863. 

First office consultation $8 to |lt 

Subsequent office consultation '. 1 " \ 

Rising at night without leaving the house 2 " 9 

First visit 2 " i 

Subsequent visit 2 " ' 

Advice to each additional patient in the same family, haif price, *' 

Consultation visit • •••• 5 " l^ 

Visit in haste, or at a time appointed by the patient, double rates. 

Visit at night 5 " !• 

Visit U) Brooklyn, Jersey City, or Hoboken 5 " 1^ 

Consultation visit to Brooklyn, Jersey City, or Hoboken. . ... 10 " SI 
Visit out of the city $1 per mile, extra, to be charged from the 

railroad station, steamboat dock, or ferry landing. 
Visit in contagious or epidemic diseases, where pergonal dan- 
ger is apprehended • double rates. 

Visit on board vessel in the stream 5 '* 1^ 

Ordinary case of midwifery, including accouchement only... 10 *' ^* 

Applying forceps or turning, e^r^ra 10 " ^ 

Case of abortion 10 " 25 

Vaccination 2 " I* 

Venereal diseases • double rates. 

Letter of advice 6 " * 

Detention per hour ', 5 

Opening abscess .••.•• 8 " 5 

Each dressing of wound 1 " ^ 

Introducing catheter — male • • 5 " l^ 

do do — female 8 " ^ 

Examination of chest 5 ** ^^ 

Uterine examination 5 " ^^ 

Post-mortem examination 10 " ^ 



•DMeaied. f^no^^d from the oovnt/. 
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SSxamination and certificate in case of insanity. $5 to $25 

Opinion involving' law questions 10 '* 50 

do apon life insurance 3 

Charges for surgical services discretionary with the physician. 

At the annual meeting of the Homoeopathic Medical Society of the county 
of New York, held December 9, 1863, a committee appointed to revise the 
schedule of prices reported the above. 

HENRY M. SMITH, M. D., Secretary. 



ARTICLE LXIX. 

Iteport on Clinical Medicme. Pathology of the Nasal Passages. By T. F. Allek, M* 

D., of New York .• 

The nasal passages afford ingress and egress of air to and from the lungs, 
at once sifting the air from impurities by means of the hairs that thickly 
stud the lower fossa, and, to a certain extent, analyzing it by means of the 
special sense of smell. The olfactory nerve showers down from the cribri- 
form plate of the ethmoid bone and is distributed to the conolutions of the 
superior and inferior turbunated bones and upper portion of the septum, in 
which region the lining mucous membrane of the nose (the pituitary or 
schneiderian) is most developed, and productive of nearly the whole of the 
nasal discharges. 

This special sense is only special, distinguishing only odors; perception 
of warmth and cold, itching, tickling, pain, etc., as well as the reflex action 
of sneezing, is given by the nervous trigeminus, or, to speak strictly, the 
nasal branch of the ophthalmic division of the fifth pair. The presence of 
a moist surface is essential to a perception of odor, in other words, it haS 
been proven beyond a question that a substance must first be gaseous (voir 
atile), and secondly brought into solution, to aifect the delicate papiilsB in 
which the ultimate filaments of the olfactory nerve terminate. Even aque- 
ous solutions of gaseous odors will not affect the sense of smell if injected 
as such into the nostriN; the substance must enter the nostrils as a ga». 
Dark colors are capable of absorbing odors more readily than light. The 
same we know is true in regard to light and heat; the order as regards ab-. 
sorption of odor is black, blue, red, green, ycllpw and white. It has come 
to find its practical application in the use of white sheets and coverlids, 
white walls in hospitals, etc.; also warmth and moisture facilitate this 
absorption; so warm, damp atmospheres hold more odors in solution or sue* 
pension than cold, dry ones. 

Odors have been variously classified by Linnseus as aromatici, fragran- 
tea, anibrosiaci, alliacei, hircini, tetri and nauseasi; by Larry, as alkaline, 
acid, camphoric, eetheritic and narcotic; by Laller, very sensibly as pleas- 
ant, unpleasant, and indifferent. Our appreciation of odors, and hence, 
to a certain extent, of the chemical composition of substances, often far 
excels any chemical tests, and rivals, if not surpasses in delicacy, that 
beantifnl test — the spectral analysis. In animals it is often developed to 
afar higher degree, owing to the special nerve development and the greater 
surface exposed to action. I must forbear to pursue this subject to a great 

' ' • Am. Horn. R^riow. 
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length, nor can I now speak of the relation of the eustachian tnbe to the 
sense of hearing; the argaments pro and con and the experiments are 
numerous and very interesting. 

As bearing upon our pathology, there are, opening into the nose in the 
middle fossa, the ethmoidal cells (possibly also sphenoidal), frontal sinuses 
and antrum highmori, into the lower fossa, the lachrymal canal, that sewer 
of the eye. . 

We must pass now to our principal subject, the pathology of the nasal 
passages, and I am constrained to remark that two weeks, in an exceed- 
ingly busy season of the year, when two consecutive hours are nearly un- 
attainable, has given me hardly tirtie to lay out my work. I need not apolo- 
gize, therefore, for its hasty composition and lack of interest. 

Anomalibs of thb Sensb op Smblu — Anomalies consist in exaltation or 
increased susceptibility, depression or decreased susceptibility or total ob- 
literation, loss of smell, or perversion. 

Any of these conditions may be a condition or accompaniment of disease; 
the depression or loss may be an affection of the special sense or be brought 
about by mechanical obstruction of the nostrils; so also perversion may 
only be a normal exercise of the special sense in recognizing offensive 
secretions or the sense itself may be perverted. This latter point could not 
be settled with any certainty; we may recognize offensive discharges from 
a patient's nose, and the patient himself be unconscious thereof, or the re- 
verse may be true; the fact alone concerns us in the treatment of nasal 
catarrh, and is of great importance, as much so as the character of the dis- 
charge, whether acrid or not; yet, in this connection, the reason for this 
perversion is of no more practical value than the chemical composition of 
the acrid discharge. 

In one connection this abnormity of smell will be of great importance, as 
showing a general pathological condition, viz: in paralysis; as conditions of 
general nervous depression in which the special senses are in abeyance, as 
in hyoscyamus, where the loss of smell has no connection with any organic 
change in the nos^f but is in consonance with general loss of sense and vftal- 
ity. We find special pathological or pathognomonic conditions of exaltation 
of smell under aurum, belladonna, lycopodium, nux vomica, phosphorus; 
also aconite, china, coffea, graphites and plumbum. 

Aurum, everything smells too strong (also found in snlph.) 

Drosera, great sensitiveness to sour smells. 

Oraphites, intolerance of flowers. 

Pho»phoru8f exceedingly sensitive to bad smells, with headache. 

Tabaccum, smell is very acute in the morning. 

Sabadilla, sensitive to the smell of mice. 

Sanguinaria, great dislike to the smell of syrup. 

Belladonna, the smell of tobacco is unendurable. 
• Lycopodium, the smell of hyacinth produces nausea. 

Sulph. acid, the smell of coffee is ii»tolerable. 

Sense of smell is diminished under bell., calc. carb., sep., sil, sulph., tab. 
and others. 

Sense of smell is lost under aurum^ causticura, hyos., kali bichrom.^ lyoo^ 
pod., natr. mur., plumb., sanguin and sulph. 
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Anrum in connection with extensive organic destruction ; bo also, kali 
biclirom., smell diminished with frequent sneezing; blunted smell even of 
strong' scents, followed by frequent sneezing and incipient coryza, then loss 
of smell, with great dryness and insensibility or numbnesis of the nose. 
Causticum has a loss of smell, with impaired vision. 
HyoscyamuSj with loss of taste. 

Natr. mur.f has a loss cf all smell and taste, with severe fluent coryssa. 
Teucrium m. v. is reported by the late Dr. Wurmb to have cured loss of 
smell. 

Under Perversions of Smelly I include those bad smells resulting not only 
from change of the function of the special sense, but from offensive dis- 
charges; it is impossible to draw the dividing line. I may remark here, 
that these different smells are not to be viewed as mere curiosities of dis- 
ease or d\ug action, but are to be noted as practical indications in the 
choice of the remedy. They will often decide, when we may be in doubt, 
between two or more drugs. 

In general, perversions of smell belong to bell , calc. carb., paris quad., 
anac, aur., kali bichrom., kreos., graph., menyanthes, nit. acid, puis., san- 
guin. and sulph. 

Agnus castus^ sometimes smell of herring, sometimes of musk. Smell of 
pus at night. 

Anacardium, smell as of dung or burnt tinder, on rising in the morning. 
Veratrum and bryonia also have a smell like dung. 

AmeniCj smell as of pitch, sometimes as of sulphur before the nose. 
Aurum, putrid smell on Mowing the nose, (very many aurum symptoms 
are manifested on blowing the nose,) momentary smell as of brandy, with 
dyspnoea; also a sweet smell. 

BdL has very especially a smell of rotten eggs, so also calc. carb., kali 
bichrom. and nux v. 

Alum has a sour smell in the morning. 

Conium, a smell of pitch in the back of the nose, he fancies he can taste 
it also. r 

Graph., a smell of burnt hair mixed with sulphur. A smell of burning 
soot. (Nux V. also has a smell of sulphur.) Smell as of an old coryza at 
night. 

Bry. The smell of dung is a frequent accompaniment of other bry. 
symptoms. 

Kdi bichrom. Sensation as if she drew in sulphuretted hydrogen with 
each breath. Bad smell preceded by stuffing and inpreased secretion. 
Smell of rotten eggs. Putnd smell with a watery discharge and redness 
of the nose, smell of rotten eggs. Imaginary putrid smell. Sensation of 
fetid smell. 
Lavendula vera. Peculiar indescribable smell and taste. 
Lycopod. Smell like lobsters. 

Kreosote, An indescribably bad smell in the morning on waking. 
J^^. acid. Bad smell in the evening. 

Nux vom. Smell like rotten eggs, rotten cheese, sulphur, and caxvdfe 
sttrft', aU manifested atid aggravated in the evening. 
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Menyanthes, Disgusting smell like rotten eggs in a room and in tbe 
open air. 

Mereurius. Putrid smell. 

Puis. Illusion as if he had smelt tobacco and coffee t-ogcther, even in 
the open air. Bad smell in the morning. Smell like an old coryza. 
Sanguinaria. Smell as of roasted onions. 
Senega, Putrid smell. 

Sulphur. Smell like shelled peas, burnt horn, or like old coryza. 
It may seem superfluous and even foolish to pay attention to these HttW 
Smells, but I, for one, am as much interested in these peculiarities as in the 
question of the microscopical character of tubercle, whether it is hardened 
pUH or undeveloped blastema; indeed more so, for the former these smells 
arc practical, the latter theoretical. 

We are accused of catering to a theory, I insist that we are eminently 
practical. 

We pass from the anomalies of the special sense of smell to the abnormi- 
ties of structure in the nasal passages. I will pass overall congenital mal- 
formations, multiplicities, hypertrophies, deficiencies of development, etc^ 
to acquired anomalies. 

Ist. The lachryTnal canal; bony, lined with an extension of the schnei- 
derian raucous membrane, affected by extension of inflammations from the 
nose or the eye. 

Severe inflammation of the lachrymal sac tends to produce imperforation; 
a pustule forms on one side of the nose near the inner angle of the eye; it 
may become a running sore, the tears constantly overflow the cheek, caia- 
ing excoriation. Lachrymal fistula, confirmed, has not been considered 
subject to medication, but the pathogenesis of Pulsatilla guarantees to ns 
that in very many, the majority of cases, it will arrest the formation — ^nip 
it in the bnd; it is applicable in the first stage. So also silicea and natr. 
mur. ought to cure and have cured confirmed fistula. 

Dr. Dunham related to me a case in which there was no doubt of the 
diagnosis of a fistula of long standing, and the cure was complete' and 
without mistake after the use of uatr. mur. This fistula does not cure 
itself. . 

There came to me, to the Central Dispensary in this city, a German girl 
of eighteen, for menstrual troubles, especially menstrual headache and de- 
laying menstruation of such characters that silicea seemed to mo to be the 
appropriate remedy. After deciding upon my remedy, I noticed on the side 
of the nose near the eye a small pustule somewhat inflamed. 1 asked her 
about it and she said it was of no consequence, it had been there three or 
four years, and came on after a severe cold in the head. On inquiry I found 
that the tears continually ran over ;;he cheek of that side, the right; that 
there was no mistake about a lachrymal fistula on that side. I remembered 
that Hahnemann, in his introduction to the proving of silicea, recommends 
it for the cure of lachrymal fistula, apd, though somewhat sceptical about 
this case, did not change the prescription; silicea was taken twice a week. 
In less than three months the tears no longer overflowed the ckeek; in less 
than one month the pustule entirely disappeared, leaving smooth skin, red. 
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but without tenderness. I made sure that tears were normally secreted by 
holding the lids apart and pressing on the caruncula lachrymal is. 

Petroleum would doubtless prove curative under certain circumstances, 
though I have never heard of its administration. 

The eustachian tube is liable to become occluded by extension of inflam- 
mation from the nostrils or pharynx, an^ here as in occlusion of the lachry- 
mal ca«al I do not believe in the necessity of operation, and, in anticipation, 
shall not believe it a sign of progress when people come to wear tubes 
from the posterior nares to the internal ear. I am unable to give an 
analysis of the drug pathogenesis on this canal; we infei; their action from 
various correlative symptoms; there may be many, we must be careful, 
however, in our estimate of symptoms, for exaniaple lachesie has pain on 
swallowing going up into the ear, but the course of the pain is along the 
parotid gland, it is more external than internal. In gelsemuium the reverse 
is true, it is internal not external. To illustrate the action of gelsemnium I 
have a very striking and apt case which much astonished me and the 
patient. 

A young lady of 22, in affluent circumstances, felt compelled to apply 
for relief from the terrible sick headache which preceded every menstrual 
period, appearing from twenty-four to thirty-six hours before the flow, and 
attended by profuse vomiting with bearing down pains in the abdomen; no 
pain in the back, the symptoms relieved on appearance of the flow. Coc- 
cnlus was prescribed which certainly relieved her somewhat, and, in time, 
I think, would have gradually cured her, but after two months I was re- 
quested to take her throat in hand. For several years she had been having 
with increasing frequency, a sore throat coming on with a little fever and 
leaving her a little deaf. Lately eveiy change of weather affected her 
throat, and she was becoming more and more deaf, and constantly so, when 
her throat was inflamed and sore (confined to the upper part of the pharyrtx), 
pain on swallowing would shoot up into the ear. The family were becom- 
ing alarmed, as one member, an old lady, forpierly subject to like attacks 
of sore throat, became exceedingly deaf. I to\k down all the symptoms; 
was confident I did not have the right remedy with me, at least not in my 
head, and promised to send it up. I studied but could not make it out, at 
last geljsemnium was suggested to me and I sent it. It astonished us all; 
she had not a sick day with her menstrual periods nor has she had a sore 
throat since; and no difficulty of hearing in the slightest degree, from the 
time she began the gelsemnium. She took but little, and it is now over a 
year; and a few weeks ago told me in great glee that she could go out in 
all weathers with impunity. I consider it a bona fide cure. You will of 
course ask the dose. I gave the only potency in the office then ( I should 
have given lower if I had had it) the 1,000th, prepared by Dr. Fincke, of 
Brooklyn, which potency of gelseminum I will swear to. 

Id passing to the consideration of the drug pathology of the nasal pass- 
ages proper, I will refer to the abnormal growths within the nose, particu- 
larly warts or polypi; they may be hypertrophied states of certain portions 
of the mucous membrane and the submucous tissue, or may be true adven- 
titious growths, fibroid most commonly, in either case they may occur 
singly or in great numbers, and produce more or less stoppage of the nasal 



286 NBW YORK COUKTV MEDICAL 800IBTT. 

passages. Teucriain roar. ver. has been and is considered almost a spedfie 
for tlm removal of these polypi, and many authentic cases are reported. 

A remarkable case was reported in the Allg. Horn. ZeU. by Dr. Bojanns, 
of Moscow, in which the nostrils were entirely filled with lar^e and snimU 
polypi, surgical removal had only increased the difficulty; after the use of 
uatr. niur. they all came away spontaneously, and the nostrils remained 
clear.* 

In the American Homoeopathic Review for January, 1864, in an article 
on " The Question of the Dose," by Dr. Dunham, is quoted a case of a lady 
of 55, who suffered from a large polypus in the left nostril; various reme- 
dies had been given without effect; an operation was proposed, but one 
physician consulted, thought that a cure by internal remedies would be 
much more permanent, and having seen striking eff*$ct8 from calcarea carb. 
wished to try it. The second trituration was given fo^ four weoks with an 
intermission of four weeks, with no result The first trituration was then 
prescribed; after fourteen days the polypus seemed to be a trifle smaller, 
but an intermission of four weeks was followed by return of the tumor to 
its former size; at last the officinal lime water was given in milk, a tea- 
spoonful twice daily; amelioration followed the first dose; in four weeks 
there was no trace of the polypus and the patient remained well. 

We come now to the consideration of the pathological conditions of the 
nasal passages, commonly induced by inflammation acute or chronic, and 
characterized by the terms coryza, catarrh, oz»na, etc. The inflammation 
may be: 1st, croupous, witness ordinary coryzas; 2d, diphtheritic, exten- 
sion from the pharynx; 3d, scrofulous, hereditary and other catarrhs com- 
plicated with or showing a tendency to the production of tuberculosis 
pulmonalis, and 4th, syphilitic. I shall not stop here to treat of these 
separately, but pass on to the second division, drug pathology — ^and /irsi 
the aconite pathology. 

The action of aconite is ephemeral. It produces, locally, congestion of 
the schneiderian membrane with heat and dryness of the nostrils; but 
curative as it is in this stage, it is still more so in the inceptive period, when, 
especially if the coryza is to be a severe one, there will be great chilllnefls 
with other aconite symptoms. The greatest results from aconite are always 
obtained in the chilly stage, but we are seldom called upon to prescribe for 
this incipient coryza outside of our own families, where we often have the 
opportunity to ward off a severe coryza by the timely dose of acoaite. 
This aconite congestion may resolve itself by hemorrhage, or pass on into 
one or more forms of stopped or fluent coiyza. 

Having mentioned the word hemorrhage, I will interpolate a few words 
on that subject. 

We find epistaxis from ant. crud., bell, brom., calc. carb., croc, dulc, 
graph., hyos., kali bi., mere, millefolium, nit. acid, puis., rhus. and aabina 
especially. £pistaxis, of bright blood, millefolium, bell., sab., dulc, hyos. 
and bry., especially. Of dark blood, particularly croc, and nux vom. O 
clotted blood, particularly plat., rhus. and cham. 

* In this oonneotion it is an intoresting fact that several eases of distressing nasal polypus, ■(» 
iltnatod that extirpation was impracticable, hare been cured by a long sea voyage. — ^Eds. 
Hon. Rky. 
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Millefolium deserves to take the lead as a remedy for a vast number of 
nose bleeds; the blood is light colored and thin, copious, and the absence 
of concomitant symptoms serves to lead us to its selection for this, as well 
other hemorrhages from mucous surface, (e. g. monorrhagia) instead of 

Sabina, which also has a bright red hemorrhage, but particularly the 
menstrual flow, in connection with tearing pains in the joints. 

Bryonia has epistaxis for several successive days, especially in the mdrn- 
iDg after rising. Now this is significant, and in connection with other 
symptoms proves it to be of great value in vicarious menstruation, fully 
confirmed by experience. 

Crocus has discharge of black and viscid blood, with cold sweat stand- 
ixxg in big drops on the forehead. 

Agaricus; blood is blown from the nose in the morning on rising, fol- 
lowed by profuse bleeding. 

Ant. crud.; epistaxis frequent in the evening on blowing the nose. 

Argentum; tingling and itching followed by bleeding; copious bleeding 
on blowing the nose. 

Arsenic. — Copious bleeding from the nose, from being in a passion; alsp 
after vomitingj 

Acioea sp — Hsemorrhage during oppression of the chest. 

Baryta carb, — Bright red epistaxis several times a day ; bloody discharge 
on blowing the nose. 

Berberis. — A few drops of blood fall in the morning preceded by push- 
ing pain in the temple extending towards the eye. 

Borax, — After itching in the nose, blood comes on blowing. Epistaxis 
in the morning, and a night-throbbing headache. 

Bromium. — Painful swelling in the lamella, afterward in the ala, followed 
by formation of crusts. The parts bleed on being wiped. Epistaxis pre- 
ceded by oppression of the chest. 

Carbo an. — Epistaxis in the morning preceded by vertigo. Epistaxis 
preceded by an aching and stupid feeling in the head. Epistaxis in the 
mjorning on sitting; the blood bright red. 

Carbo veg. — Violent heemorrhage in the morning, immediately followed 
by pain in the chest. Violent beemorrhage several times daily for three 
weeks preceded and followed by a pale face. 

Coffea. — Epistaxis with ill humor and muddincss of the head. 

Crotalu9. — Epistaxis with vertigo (so also lachesis.) 

(?rap/ii/e«.-rEpistaxi8 at ten P. M., preceded in the afternoon by rush of 
bipod to the head and heat of the face. 

Hepar sulph. Epistaxis after singing. 

/oefium.— Epistaxis preceded by disgusting dreams and nightmare. 

Indigo. — Epistaxis in the afternoon with vanishing of sight. 

Kali bichrom. — Epistaxis preceded by burning in the right nostril and 
sneezing; alno preceded by a sense of obstruction and heat of the expired 
air. Epistaxis followed suddenly by coryza. Epistaxis after eating; after 
eixercise. 

Lachem — Epistaxis with vertigo and rush of blood to the head. 

Mercurius. — Epistaxis at night; epistaxis when asleep; epistaxis from 
coughing; epistaxis on blowing the nose. 
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Nair. mur. — Epistaxis at night on coughing, with a bruised feeling hi 
all the limbs. 

Phof^horus, — Copipus epistaxis while at stool in the evening. Epistaxia 
with a sensation of dryness in the nose, with a yellow discharge. 

Lycopodium, — Epistaxis twice a day. Profuse bleeding from a smaD 
wound in the nose. 

Silicea. — Epistaxis in drops on stooping 

Sulphur, — Epistaxis in the afternoon^ followed by soreness of the noes 
to touch. 

Thuja, — Epistaxis every two days. Epistaxis when over-heated. 

In presenting you the drug pathology of the nasal passages, I shall fol- 
low a certain system according to the relations of the drug actions to each 
other, and to head the list present that potent drug lycopodium; it pro- 
duces much sneezing through the day; at night the nose is completely 
stopped with dryness of the nose and burning headache. The noee is 
swollen; the patient cannot breathe through it; he has to keep his mouth 
open ; the burning headache becomes so severe that he must keep the eyes 
shut. After a day or two or more, the inflammation may extend down into 
the bronchi where the lycopodium cough is developed loose, with much 
expectoration; the coryza may then become somewhat fluent. I am inclined 
to think that the closure of the nostrils by lycopodium is not at first, if at 
all, owing to the presence of lymph; I think the mucous membrane is 
enormously congested and dry; that only a scanty thick secretion is at 
first the result. It will be often found in practice to be of the greatest 
value, and in frequency of prescription only equalled by nux vom. and Pul- 
satilla. On the one hand, allied to aconite; on the other, to nuxvooi. ; but 
before nux vom. comes dulcamara, producing a stuffed coryza, which is 
exceedingly aggravated in the open air and followed by a loose cough. 

Nux vom. produces a catarrh, which is at times stuffed, then fluent, then 
stuffed again; the nose will be completely closed by thick, tenacious mucas, 
it will seem dry, but in a little timu it will suddenly looseu and discharge 
copiously a moment or two, and then close up again; all this accompanied 
by a dull, confused headache in the forehead just over the nose. It feels 
as if a mass of cotton were there. The discharge may cause some redness 
of the nose, and this condition is very likely to pass into the coryza of 

Mercuriu8f which is characterized by a profuse discharge of thin or 
watery matter; the edges of Ihe nose and the upper lip become very red 
and sore, but without excoriation. This form of coryza comes on with 
much sneezing; the nose is red and swollen, especially the leftside; the 
patients are using the handkerchief constantly, to which they attribute the 
redness of the upper lip and edges of the nose. In mercurial affections of 
long standing the bones of the nose become sore to the touch, the nose is 
swollen; bad looking pimples break out on the nose. It is allied to auium, 
kali bichrom. and nit. acid, in connection with which group it will be again 
noticed. Taking another step we find* 

Arsenicunif which produces a slimy discharge that seems to burn its way 
over the skin of the upper lip; the. discharge is very biting and burning. 
This coryza commences with great dryness in the nostrils, with exoessivs 
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burning, which burning continues after the discharge appears and is quite 
characteristic of arsenic. Closely allied to this is 

Senega, whose action on the nasal passage is quite characteristic. The 
coryza commences with the feeling as if red pepper were throughout the 
nostrils and even throat, with excessive dryness and sneezing. This con« 
dition extends itself into the bronchi, producing a most distressing and 
obstinate cough. A lady was subject to attacks very like this, coming on 
with the feeling of red pepper in the air passages, and followed in twenty- 
four hours by a distressing cough, which proved to many allopathic as well as 
bumcdopathic phyjBicians very obstinate. Senega not only arrested the 
course of this catarrh at once, but from its repeated use the attacks became 
less and less frequent and severe, and finally ceased altogether. Another 
member of this group, closely allied to arsenicum, and which will be called 
for in nearly as many cases is 

Allium oepa (the onion). It produces a most violent catarrh with pro- 
fuse discharge of water from the nose and eyes. Singularly enough that 
from the nose is burning and excoriating, that from the eyes not so; in 
direct contrast is euphrasia (that wonderful eye brightener), which has 
very acrid lachrymation, but bland nasal discharge. These discharges of 
allium cepa are accompanied by a terrible laryngeal cough, which compels 
the patient to grasp the larynx with his hand, for it seems to him that the 
cough would tear it as if a hook were in there which pulled and dragged 
every time he coughed. He shrinks and dreads the cough. These are not 
rare cases and demand prompt action. Instead, then, of applying chloro- 
form liuament, or giving laudanum and squills, or wrapping the neck up in 
an onion poultice, give a proper preparation of the onion and the worlif is 
done. It will not fail, 

PuUaiiUa, — Constant tickling irritation to sneeze, especially at evening 
in sleep or in morning while in bed; stoppage of the nose at night on 
going to sleep; in the morning discharge of thick, yellow opaque mucus; 
coryza with loss of smell and taste; stopped coryza with ulcerated nostrils; 
chronic coryza, -with discharges of yellowish green, offensive mucus; dis- 
charge of green, offensive matter from the nose; an ulcerated condition of 
the nostrils. 

The acute coryza of pulsatilla follows the aconite stage immediately (as 
indeed nux vomica or mercurius coryzas may); it is marked by frequent 
sneezing and profuse discharge of thickish matter, which is perfectly bland 
and only .annoying by its great quantity; it may become dried on the nos- 
trils and .give rise to stoppage of the nose; this coryza is of daily occur- 
rence, especially among children. 

The chamamUla coryza has some distinctive points, though pulsatilla and 
cbamomilla are given indiscriminately for snuffles. The coryza of chamo- 
milla is not so marked by profuseness, nor has it the excessive sneezing of 
Pulsatilla. The nose is stopped, and, as a result, prominently calling cha. 
momilla tx) mind, is the greeit uneasiness and fretfulness of the child; then 
the child is also apt to have the hoarseness and catarrhal chamomilla cough. 
Pulsatilla seems to have a chronic coryza; of course it may have, but the same 
Pulsatilla condition may exist in the nose that exists in the ears, eyes, etc., 

fAssem. No. IW.] 19 
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a superficial inflammation attended by profuse bland dtscbarges; merciiriiii 
discbarges excoriate. Arsenicum corrode. 

* Cane of Chronic PharyngUes cured tuiih Phytolacca decandra*. — Patient a 
man aged 45, had had chronic follicular pharyngitis for several years. No 
iTemedies had done him much good. 

jSymptoms, physical: Membrane lining fauces and pharynx, as vrell as tke 
velum pendulum and the uvula, pale, puffed and flabby. Uv^ui^a large, 
almost translucent. 

Rational: Distressing sensation of enlargement of the calibre of tibe 
phar^'nx and oesophagus from the choatiie to the epigastrium. This symp* 
torn much aggravated by exposure to damp winds. It then beg^ins at the 
ehoan89, and in twelve hours extends to the epigastrium. On reaKi^hiDg this 
point it provokes a cough, paroxysmal, extreinely distressing, and attended 
by very profuse and exhausting expectoration of thick, atarchrlilce mucvSk 
The whole chest then feels like a big, empty cask, as if its calibre were 
enlarged tenfold. 

Great constitutional debility along with these attacks. The patieat^ 
who is intolerant of stimulants, can take whisky to any extent and with 
great temporary relief. 

Phyt. dec' a dose every other night for a month, cured this oonditioa. 

I would now call attention to other drugs whose aetioB seems more pith 
found and lasting, so to speak— the chronic drugs— -which neverldieless ars 
as suitable for liie cure of certain acute forms of disease, as lycopodinov 
mercurius, arsen., and no more applicable in chronic forms than these er 
others ; indeed the line is nowhere to be drawn. Siliceamay care an acute 
&hn of disease as well as belladonna a chronic form. Nor further, can wtf 
anywhere draw the line through the materia medica, and say that on this 
side of.it remedies may be used for the cure of catarrhs (or any local mani- 
festations of disease), on that side no drug will cure them^ In presenting 
the action of certain selected drugs on the nasal passages, I have selected 
those only whose nasal symptoms were strongest markedL > 

To attempt to detail the symptoms of all the drugs that cnre catarrhs^ 1 
should have to read the materia medica from beginning to end; not only 
read the nasal symptoms of each drug, but detail the peculiarities of each/ 
noting all accessory symptoms; for if a patient presents himself to us, 
asking to be cured of the cataarrh, he makes a great mistake; lie wantato 
be cured as a patient , and we are bound to care him as suchi If he speedily 
dies of consumption, the catarrh disappearing, we have lost the patient 
even though the catarrh be cured. 

Further,the local catarrhal manifestations are of the least importanos 
In finding our remedies. Six patients may any day come to as with organic 
•changes in the nasal passages; the extent of change may be equally great,r 
land yet six different remedies will have to be given. The tt*eatnent musty 
in the highest sense of the word, be constitutional. The treatment in the 
old school to-day for catarrh, acknowledged beet, is general constitutional 
treatment 

• There is another point in this connection. How should we treat catarrh 
with a materia medica constructed on a pathological basis? This and tha< 
and a hundred drugs are called ''good" for nasal catarrh, and its sobdiri- 
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#lons itito 02»tia6, syphilitic catarrhs ; very Applicable in sctoTtilous ^xxh- 
jccta; vre sboald be Hi sea, we conld only make a guess; farther, a proriri^ 
tiiuy have been made, giving nb catarrhal symptoms, and six others may 
prove the' same drug with more sensitive noses and give us a host of 
catarrhal symptoms. So as I have said, a drug without a symptom uhdef 
the mbric nose may yet cure a catarrh ; and to enlarge onr kfiowledge, let 
6very one keep an accurate record of all his cases, and if any drug remov^fejT 
eertaiti groups of symptoms not dt>wh in the materia medica, by virtue of 
ite general fitness to the case, let the world have the record, and what an 
4dvantage when we do such a thing, to know that this or that remedy did 
do it, and itot go home wondering which of the half a dozen it was. Let 
onr young practitioners begiil with a broad liberal field, bfe carefal, look 
on all sides, and striking, hit the point. It is hardly safe for even an old 
ttiari to. generally. 

There ia quite a large group of remedies that show a marked tendency 
to affect the deep tissues of the nose, the cartilages and bones. In some 
tlie action is unmistakable, in others only inferred fronj the proving, but 
confirmed by experience ; these I propose to consider first, and as a. type 
take 

Aurum, which may also be called for in catarrhs not yet involving the 
Ikmes. We find the nose swollen, red, inflamed, sore to the touch, espe- 
cially the right nasal bone and adjoiiiing parts of the upper jaw are sore 
to the touch; there is a discharge of greenish yellow, offensive matter. Thd 
fltinging biting pains in the bones are aggravated at night ; jetking pain 
in the septum from above downwards ; pains in the nose in the sunlight ; 
pains accompanied by flow of tears ; the nostrils are ulcerated, crusty, ag- 
glutinated, so as to impede respiration. Ulcers in the right nostfil, covered 
with dry yellow crusts without pain. • 

We know the pains of syphilis are at night, and we may be safe in say- 
ing and practice shows that anrum is useful ift syphilitic oz8&na and caries 
as in other catarrhs. 

Amfoetida has intermitting tearing pains from within outward in the 
bones of the nose, with a greenish offensive discharge. Experience has 
fully shown the utility of asafoetida in promptly alleviating such pains in 
the bones, also aggravated at night ; it is an exceedingly useful remedy 
in all affections of th^ bones. Nearly allied is 

Belladonna which has pressfve pain in the nasal bones, worse at nfght' 
atod on touch ; pain as if beaten from external pressure in the nose above 
the alsft; the left nostrils very painful aaid agglutinated, monaings ; the 
Upper lip is swollen, the nostrils aiid corners of the mouth are ulcerated, 
but neither itch nor pain ; offensh^e smell in the nose as of herring brine 
oW Mowing it. 

He^par suLph, has sore pain in the dorsum; bones are sore to the touch; ' 
heat and burning in the nose; ulcerative paiU in the nostrils; drawing pain 
\tk the nose passing into the eyes, becoming a smarting there; pain lasts fiE^r 
iato the night; pains are drawing or burning. 

* Mercuriu^ we have already considered ; the bones are v^ry sore to the 
touch; the septufm is sv^oUen and chapped, etc., etc. 
Natrum mur. — Burning pains in the nasal bones; especially at the root 
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of the nose and in the region of the malar bones. Bedness, heat, and 
•welling of the left side of the nose, with sore pain especially on blowing 
the nose; barning in the nose; internal soreness; soreness and swelling of 
the inside of the nasal wings; many pimples thereon; loss of Bensibilify, 
with a feeling of deadness of the inner parts of the nose; many small 
barning pimples under the septum, with the sensation as if acrid loatter 
flowed from the nose; severe fluent coryza, with complete' loss oi smell and 
taste. ' The symptoms of this valuable drag in relation to lachrymal fistula 
were previously stated. 

Natrum carb. — Peeling of dorsum and tip, which is painful to the toacfa; 
pains in the bones of the face — worse in the open air; sensation in the left 
nostril as if a Jiard body stuck there, which is not brought away by blow- 
ing the nose; ulceration of the upper portion of the nostrils. 

Silicea. — Stitches, tearings, and crawliugs in the nose, drawing into tbe 
right malar bone; itching; sore pain in the forehead, back of the bridge; 
throbbing in the nasal fosssB as if festering, radiating into the brain and 
causing frontal headache; the tip of the nose sensitive to pressure; sore 
spots on the septum; sore scurfy spots deep in the nostrils and under the 
al», which are sore to the touch ; much discharge of acrid water from the 
Bose, which makes the inner nose sore and bleeding, with a smell of blood 
as of recently killed animals. Great dryness in the choansB; the food goes 
into the choan»; the patient is never free from catarrh, with an acate 
attack; there will be swelling of the submaxillary glands; pain in the 
throat on swallowing; great chilliness; he must lie down, but when in bed 
a burning heat over the whole body; the pains are shooting, tearing, or 
drawing. 

Sulphur, — Boring in the root of the nose; pressure on the right nasal 
bone; dryness of the inner nose; nostrils red and barning; nose inflamed 
and swollen, internally ulcerated and painful; cartilages inflamed and 
swollen; sense of congestion in the nose in the open air; yellow, sticky, 
strong-smelling fluid drops from the nose; ofiensive smell of the nasal 
discharge. 

Zincum. — Pressure on the root of the nose as if it would be pressed into 
tbe head; almost intolerable beating at the root of the nose with confasion 
of the head; with stitches in the jaw and drawing into the eye; drawing 
and tearing in the right nostril; sore feeling high up in the nostril; tear- 
ing in the right side of the nose. Near to silicea is, I think, 

NUric add* — The malar bones become sore and painful; stitches in the 
nose as of a splinter on touching it; soreness and bleeding of the inner 
nose; nostrils are ulcerated; blood and bloody matter is blown out of them; 
anpleasant smell evenings on lying down. On eating, pieces of food get 
into the choanae, producing a sickening sensation; they are afterwards 
drawn out covered with mucus; nasal mucus goes down into the throat 
with inflamed and swollen alsB; acrid matter from the nose at night; blows 
yellow matter from tbe nose of a sickening smell; discharge of thick nasal 
mucus corroding the nostrils; severe catarrh with swelling of the upper 
lips, and especially night cough; stuffed catarrh with dryness in the throat 
on empty swaltowing. This is a very potent remedy for syphilitic catarrhs 
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of the nose and throat. I have derived more real Batisfactton in i^eing the 
prompt and lastitag effects of this drng not only in syphilitic catarrhs, but 
lichen, nlcers, glandular affections, falling of hair, etc., etc., than from any 
other remedy. I think it is oftener indicated than any other, especially 
before the bones become much affected. I have occasion to use it every 
day in dispensary practice, and invariably the report is gi'eat improve- 
ment. Next comes 

Argentum nit. Pain and swelling of right al»; the left nasal bones are 
painful; bleeding pimples on the septum ; viotent itching in the nose, com- 
pelling rubbing till it looked raw ; ulcers in the nose with yellow scabs ; 
Bcnrfs in the nose becoming exceedingly painful, if detached they bleed ; 
bloody and purulent discharge in the open air; stopped in the hous6 and at 
night, 8m%ll of pus at night; catarrh with constant chilliness, sickly look, 
lachrymation^ sneezing and such a violent stupefying headache that she 
must He down. Aching pain in the forehead going into the eyes. It 
seems to me to be nearly allied to thuja and phosphorus, they all have 
swelling and painfulness of the alee. Thuja states swelling and hardness 
of the left ala. Argentum nit. of the right. Argent, nit. sore pains, bruised 
pain of one side of the bridge of the nose ; pressure like a stone on the 
dorsum; stiffness and clawing in the fossie. Phosphorus has severe pains 
in the forenoon. Thuja the peculiar pain drawing between tiie nose and 
mouth as if the periosteum wece tightly stretched ; the pain then spreads 
over the nasal bones as if a saddle were across it. 'The catarrh of phos* 
phorus, like that of argentum nit., is attended with much headache and 
general sick feeling, there is a dry feeling in the nose as if it would be 
stuck together. I do not think the action of phosphorus so extensive, 
organically speaking, as the nitrate of silver, it does not affect the bones 
as phosphoric acid does, though the action of phosphoric acid on the nasal 
bones must be inferred to a certain extent. We all know its extent on 
the superior maxillary bone, it probably would involve those of the nose 
by extension. 

The number of nitrate of silver catarrhs is not large, and the employment 
of it as a caustic, so much in vogue in the old school, is pernicious in the 
extreme ; destroying the tissues of the nose that they cannot be inflamed or 
diseased, is as sensible as amputation for rheumatism or circumcision for 
syphilis. I have no doubt it sometimes cures and generally suppresses 
catarrh. Only a few weeks ago a gentleman called for medicine for his 
wife. Knowing he had been under homceopathic treatment for a catarrh 
of long standing, I asked him how he got along. '' Oh^ finely, but your 
little do&es wont do, they are too slow for my case ; they are the thing for 
my wife, but they did'nt do up my catarrh. I went tor an allopathic doctor 
and have had two injections of nitrate of silver, pretty severe, but my 
catarrh is most well.'' I congratulated him and thought that if that old 
catarrh was being so suddenly stopped, such speedy cures are impossible, 
be would have trouble. Not long after he returned to the slow method; 
he had become frightened; for after three or fosr applications, he began ta 
grow deaf. There is not one here but has noted the production of tuber* 
cles in the lungs following the suppression of nasal or laryngeal catarrh, 
the treatment drives it down out of reach as well as the patient. Intelli- 
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pent persoDS are learning that it is dangerous to suppress LsBmorrhoida^ 
scrofulous glandular swellings, etc., etc. They are finding out the same 
thing as regards cate^rrhs, and in fact all local ms^nifestations. We mna^ 
keep in advance of our patients. 

To finish this group we have those potent remedies, the bichromate loid 
hjdriodate of potaahj especially the kali bichromicum. 

Aching pain at the root of the nose with an acrid discbarge; pain aeroaa 
the bridge with stuffed nostrils ; pain especially at the junction of the car- 
tilage and bone; ulceration of the carti^ge quite through, with great sora- 
neas; ulceration of the frontal sinuses with violent headache at the root of 
the nose and in the frontal promineiQcea, if the discharge stops. On blow- 
ing the nose, sensation as if two buues rubbed together; sensation as if the 
nostrils were made of parchment ; a spot in tiie right lachrym^ bone i« 
swollen and inflamed ; internal ulceration with thin watery discharge, ot 
collection of elastic plugB, which cause great pain in removal and leaira 
the nose very sore. Watery discharge with redness of the nose apd putri4 
smell ; nose often painful and dry or a watery dischargCi excoriating^ tbo 
^ose and \ipper lip with sore and swollen al» ; fetid smell and complete 
lo^ of smell, etc. It produces deep and extensive ulceration ; the proceai 
carried on mostly in the cartilages^ hardly producing caries of the booea. 
It is almost a specific for perforating ulcers of the septum and many ca^e^ 
of cur^s are on record. This deep ulcerative process see^is to extc^nd 
throughout the whol^ mucous tract. Similar to this is 

Koli hydrodifium. Ulceration of internal nose, involving the frontal 
sinuses a^d antrum highmori ; the nose is red and swollen with constant 
discharge of acrid watery colorless liquid, with violent lachrymation ; 
inzious expression and restlessness ; discharge of burning corroding matr 
^r from^ the nose ; the infiammation extends into the eyes ; there is much 
ponjunctivities ; painful hammering in tlie frontal region with compressed 
fei^ling of both sides of the brain. The action of the hydriodate is more 
intense, more superficial, not so deep as the bichromate ; more applicabls 
I sbonld judge, in the acute manifestations of scrofulous catarrhs or indeed 
any qatarih. 

There ave many other drugs that more or less affect the deeper tisauss 
of the nose, especially the bones and very many tliat may be called for ia 
pvactice Irom the relatpk^n of their symptoms to forms of this disease. It is 
ioipossible to draw a Hue, but following close unto this is a grosp which I 
will Gommence with. 

Styda. Pressive pains in the root of the nose ; soce^feeling in the noao 
on drawing the air through ; nose swollen and infiamed ; the nosirils angrjr 
and ulcerated ; smaU ulcers in the nostrils ; scurfy nostrite ; a piece of 
yellowisb green slime with bloody edges is blown out of ike nose ; dia> 
cfaargs of yellow water from the nose, with cutting pains in the forehead j 
dryness in the nose and throat ; dryness in the choaoso (though there is 
tnueh mucus in the mouUi) with involuntary urging to swaliow ; a severe 
fluent corysa with severe pains in the occiput and painful drawings in tfas 
hips and thighs. It may be said in a general way that Sepia is often appli- 
cable for catarrhs arising from retrocession of an eruption I note afew cases. 

A severe oatarrh oasn on after the disappearance of an eroptbn from 
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the crown of the head, it lasted over a year. PhoBphortiB began the cvrep^ 
but it required Sepia to complete it (what a pity more definite symptomoi 
were not given). After washing the head in cold water (after having been' 
heated), a throbbing pain in the forehead ; then thin offensive discharge 
from the left nostril ; scabs like small-pox formed in the nostrils which 
were very offensive. Patient relieved by Belladonna.bat cured by Sepia.' 
A case was reported with this which, though having Ao connection with 
Sepia, I will relate. Iniammation and suppnratton of frontal sinuses and 
antrum highmori, with throbbing splitting pains in the nose and forehead ; 
was not relieved by iodide of potash nor aurnm, somewhat relieved or 
modified by arson., leaving a thick citron yellow discharge. Speedily 
Qiired by lyoopodium, which produced a red sandy deposit in the urine. 

Amnwmum mur. Ulcerative pain in the left nostril, with sensiti venom* 
%o external touch, frequently recurring ; external swelling of the left side 
qf the nose, with discharge of bloody crusts from the nose ; persistent 
itching in the nose with irritation to snuffing, and feeling as if a raw large 
body stuck in the upper part of the nose ; stoppage of the node, with pain 
i^ the right nostril at night, and disappearing in the morning. Stoppage 
of only one nostril, from which much thick yellow matter comes, with tear* 
ing in the cheek bones and teeth of the left side ; clear acrid matter runs 
from the nose ; pains worae at night. 

Alumina, Nostrils are sore and scurfy, with profuse discbarge of much 
thick mucus ; ulceration of the mucous membrane with pain in the alsa and 
frontal sinuses ; nose is red, swollen and painful to the touch ; the nose is 
stopped at night, with dryness of the mouth; disposes to frequent coryzas, 
found very serviceable in aorofulous subjects. The pains are burning, 
stinging and biting, occurring mostly in the evening and on one side. 

Antim^nium crvd. — The nose is sore and painful, especially on drawing^ 
in the cold air, and on the right side dryness of the nose on going into the, 
open air, so severe that he can scarce speak; must continuaUy draw thick 
yellow mucus back into the throat and spit it out; the nostrils are angry, 
sore, puffy, crusty nnd painful. 

Boras ver, — ^Dfy crusts continually form within the nose, a discharge <tf 
thick green mucus; ulceration of the left nostril, with soreness and swell- 
ing of the tip; epistaxis in the morning, and at night throbbing headache* 

Graphite^ a very valuable remedy. Nose feels sore on blowing; blow- 
ing bloody mucus out of the nose; catarrh, with obstruction of the nose; 
heat in the forehead and face; oppression of the chest; numbness of th* 
head and heat in the nose, with loss of smell; severe stuffed catarrh, with 
much nausea and headache, without vomiting; must lie down; fluesbt. 
coryza, with frequent catarrh and frequent' sneezing, with oppressive pains 
in the submaxillary glands; the exposed parts are sensitive to the air a#. 
if he would easily take cold; severe fluent eoryza, with catarrh; mucb 
oppression of the chest; dull and hot head. 

Magnefvia mur. — Burning of both nostrils, as if sore; nose is sore inter- 
nally and sore to the touch; scurf in both nostrils, which is very painful 
to touch, with loss of smell; an oppressive stuffed feeling of the nose; 
severe coryza, now stopped, now fluent, with confusion of the head and, 



296 KISW TORK COUNTY MEDICAL 80CIETT. 

complete loas of smell and taste. Discharge of offensive puruYent jellow 
matter; must sit up in bed a long time; evenings cannot lie down for want 
of air. 

Calcarea carb, — ^The forepart of the nose is red, inflamed and swollen; 
the nose is dry, very offensive; the nostrils are scurfy and ulcerated; 
catarrh, with internaj heat of the head and with headache and oppression of 
the chest. Allied to graphites, also, 

Conium. — Boring in the nostrils; smell of animals in the back part of 
the nose; heat of face; congestion to the head, with catarrhal sensatioo; 
severe catarrhal fever, with inflammation of throat and loss of appetite. 

Carbo veg. — In connection with the upper portion of the pharynx, its 
field of operation is similar to nitric acid, though not so extensive in its 
organic changes. 

Stannum has a batarrh, with a sweet taste to the discharge; its clinical 
record is quite large. I believe its pathogenesis not satisfactory in iti 
local manifestations, though marked in general peculiarities. 

Lachesis, Bromium and Ammonium carb. affect the nose in a way that 
remind^ us of the nasal aspect of diphtheria. The nose is raw; bleedi 
easily; acrid bloody discharges on blowing the nose. 

Ammonium carb. — Discharges more in one nostril, mostly morning, 
watery, writh sensitive swelling and burning pain of the upper lip, aggra- 
vated during menstruation. 

Bromium, — The nose feels as if all the hair had been pulled out; edges 
very sore. 

Lachesis. — With running from the nose and eyes; discharge of blood, 
with violent headache; dryness of nose and throat; secretion of mucus in- 
creased in the nose and fauces, but diminished in the larynx; complaints 
from retrocession of catarrhs; a fluent coryza relieves a headache of long 
standing, with lachrymation and stoppage of the ears, in many respects 
similar to hydriodate of potash. 

In giving you these analyses, 1 know I am giviug but little of practical 
value. There are many drugs whose local manifestations are not essen- 
tially different. Taking these symptoms alone, one will Ve often puzzled 
to know where to refer any case of catarrh. For the choice of the drag 
we must, as I said before, look outside of the local trouble in the patient 
as well as in the drug; the concomitant symptoms, the conditions of ap- 
pearance, aggravation and amelioration, in fact everything that is peculiar 
to our case in hand; and the peculiar drug must be found, it exists some- 
where, it may be in Japan or in the Rocky Mountains, it is very likely in 
our pocket case. 

I am aware that there are many remedies used by professing homoeo- 
pathic physicians in an empirical manner, of which no proving on the healthj 
'subject exist. Some are fashionable this year, some were last. Undoubt- 
edly they have their sphere of action — therein are they valuable — now we 
wish to know how a physician can know when to use them; those who are 
in the habit of doing so must have some guide, something in the phase of 
the disease that leads them to prescribe this or that drug in place of any 
proven drugs. They have found, by experience, that this new drug will 
cure certain specific conditions. Now I would urge it as a duty upon ereiy 
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one -who relates a case, or notices this or that drug, to tell what the indi- 
cations are, why to give it in preference to other drugs. Of what avail is 
it to hear the relation of fifty catarrhs cured by fifty remedies, nnless we 
shall know why they were cured. I must say that, as a young man search- 
ing' after knowledge, I have found it very unsatisfactory to hear any one 
say that he has found this drug or that combination very serviceable in 
this or that disease. Is it to be supposed that if, the next day, I am called 
to prescribe for that disease I am going to give that remedy because he 
found it useful. 

A certain drug has been known to cure catarrhs, let us, therefore, find 
out what kind of catarrhs it does cure and then we can use it. If we give 
it for a catarrh now to try it, make a note of the patient's state before giv- 
ing it, and we may arrive at it perhaps, approximately, remembering that 
change in a disease is not always to be ascribed to th& medicine — to reason 
from diseased conditions we need hundreds of cases — absolute knowledge 
of a drug from the healthy needs but comparatively few provers. 



ARTICLE LXX. 

Memorial of the late Abraham D. Wilson, A. M., M. D.» By John F. Grat, 

of New York. 

An Address before the Homceopathic Medical Society of the County of 
New York, April 10, 1865. 

" Mihi amicorum defuncioruvi cogitatio dulcis ac hlanda eat; habui enim 
illoSj tanquam amissuriis', amisij tanquam habeamP 

Mr. President and Oerdlemen of the Society : 

Two years ago to-night, at the request of the societies. of New York and 
Brooklyn, I had the honor to recite to you the unpublished details of the 
first epoch of homoeopathy in America. It began with the advent of Dr. 
Gram in 1826, during which year he printed and distributed his own cor- 
rect but infelicitous translation of Hahnemann's Spirit of the Homoeopathic 
System of Medicine; and it ended with the appearance of the English ver- 
sions of the Organon and Jahr's Manual of the Materia Medica, which, 
revised somewhat, were at Allentown and here reprinted by Hering and 
Hull, about '183: to 1841. 

As during this period of twelve years in which homoeopathy could only 
be studied and tested by German physicians, or by Americans of unusual 
culture, and as it had been my happiness to know Dr. Gram the first 
pioneer, and each of his colleagues very intimately, and also Dr. Hering and 
his German associates from the time of their arrival in North America, it gave 
me profound satisfaction to comply with your request, and from memory to 
review the good traits and characteristic works of such of the founders of 
our school in this city and its environs as had passed away from our com- 
panionship in homoeopathy forever. 

At our former fesial celebration of this ever memorable day. Gram, Ohan- 
ninpr, Hull and Curtis, diligent students of our great art, faithful and intre- 
pid disciples and followers of truth in all ways and directions, came in 
* A likentsf of Dr. Wilson Ib pnbluhed aa a frontispieoe to this rolume. 
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response to our mvocation to pass tlieir review in our inidst, and to impreas 
the peculiar but ever potent word of each one's character and life work 
upon each of us, their survivors and sometime companions. Let us nod 
obliterate the good legend from either of their signets — ad hue slot. 

On that pleasant occasion we werct prevented by an imperative profes* 
sional engagement from enjoying the presence and listening to the con- 
firmatory testimony of the only one of our number who could aid my recol* 
lection of the men and events of that epoch; but before the annals went to 
press I submitted them to his revmioii, and they received his most earneaft 
approval and full endorsement. And now again I come, my worthy aaao- 
ciates and friends, at your command, the last you can possibly feel it neoeis- 
sary to lay upon me, to aid you with the details and elements of that bravei, 
good man's own career, which belong to the time before you had the hap- 
piness to know him, and to join you in paying the tribute which truth and 
love, that is to say justice, demands at our hands to the memory of oux 
friend and much loved brother, Abraham D. Wilson. 

If to be constantly aware of the health and prosperity of our friends be 
one of the mainsprings of our content and enjoyment in this lower life, ao 
chequered with inevitable molestation and trials, and if to part company 
with them by death be an irretrievable loss from these, the choicest storeB 
of earth, it is, nevertheless, fit that we temper our mourning sorrows and 
cotiipcnsate, at least in some part, our irreparable privations, not only by 
recalling their kindness to us and others around their pathway, but also by so 
imbuing ourselves with their virtues of life, as ever at the beck of memory 
to feel their moral portraits, and thus to possess without loss their true and 
eternal presence in our own highest and best nature. This resource, g'iven 
to each of us, Ilis children, by the all good Father, is certainly of growing 
efficacy as His ceaseless time bears un on toward the grave, and Hia holy 
providence surrounds us with this class of clouds which must ever multiply 
and thicken as we approach its portals. Our friend's physical form is witi) 
us no longer; it has gone fi»revermore to mingle in new and other comla- 
nations with the elements from which his plastic life power gathered it; 
but that sacred life, with the peculiar flowers of love and of wisdom, vrhich 
it bore through the ^arth form it created, may be with us still, if we do but 
truly deserve its presence; for God gives us this remedy for mournings the 
departure of the good companion, that by living his life in onra, and by re- 
incarnating his virtues, we may have him with us again; and that more 
and more perfectly, from day to day, from stage to stage in our advances 
toward him, till, by our own death birth, we re-establish, in the better life, 
the companionship of uses with him, which he began with us here, and in 
which he awaits our coming. 

Let us then, dear friends, review the career of our risen, elder colleagpie. 
with reference to the founding and extension of homoeopathy in this city; 
fbr this is not only hts peculiar and characteristic relation with us and witk 
this society, incorporated by the State for the effoctiug of our common pur* 
pose, but his conduct and work in it, his sacrifice for truth's sake, or what 
he deemed such, form an imperishable test and measure of his activity and 
constitution as an immortal, as a member of that great brotherhood toward 
which we are tending, and in which we are to take our place, near or re- 
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mote* from time to time, as our lives jiad purposes square with or deriate 
from his. We woold utter no prattle of childish paneKyric, but, in paying 
our grateful tribute to Wilson's character, strive mainly after a full recog- 
nitiou oif the ways of Providence in tho amelioration of the art of healing, 
by which our »ge and this our noble country have in some appreciably 
degree been released from harsh and devastating errors in its practice. 
With this yiew always before us, it is, our pleasant duty to look sharply 
iuto the record of each mi^n who stood intrepidly in his place in the open- 
ing conflict with entrenched wrong, and fairly met the sacrifice and the 
obloquy which that conflict initiated and entailed upon him. Hereby, i^ 
our little measure, we encourage the future while doing justice to the past, 
^nd thus facilitate the immanence of more divine principles and more auspi- 
cious ways, not only in medicine but in every other element of humaq 
advancement and civilisation. 

Wilson was already a conspicuous practitioner of medicine when be 
adopted homcBopathy. This change took place in 1829, the eighth year 
after his graduation from the College of Piiysicians and Surgeors, and the 
twelfth after receiving his baccalaureate in Columbia college. His social 
status and professional standing were such as to make a strong sensation 
respecting tbe new practice in a wide circle of the community at the time. 
His father, an eminent Scottish scholar, was professor of the Greek and 
Latin languages in Columbia college, at the time of his birth and for many 
years after. His brother, the late George Wilson, an accomplished coun- 
sellor at law in the city, who was twenty years his senior, and therefore 
was able to aid him socially, took unwearied pains in his behalf. More- 
over, this brother, as Wilson told me, not long before his own death, ear-r 
n^stly interested himself after their venerable father's departure, in his 
culture in ancient and modern literature and philosophy. Whatsoever tho 
elder bifotber could accomplish for him in society and in aid of bis profes- 
sional career was certainly effected with gratifying success. 

Dr. Wilson had also the great advantages in that day resulting from the 
personal friendship and patronage of his illustrious preceptor in medicine, 
the late Dr. David Hosack, in whose private classes he was a diligent 
pupil throughout. Dr. Hosapk had himself received his classical training 
in bis early life, from Wilson's father, to whose memory he was most grate* 
fully attached ; Hind thus it can b«; imagined bow readily this young man's 
Ktudious qualities were appreciated and his aspirations in the outspt of life: 
fostered by his powerful preceptor. And that Wilson was a keen and 
prompt student under Hosack, accepting and using all the advantagesi 
^prded by hie great master's priv«i,te and public lecture.s and by the great 
cliuiqae of the New York hospital in wbicb Hosack took the leading posi-' 
tioB, was abundantly demonstrated by him when, in the capacity oC a ceon 
6or in the county society, he officiated as esamiaer of candidates for the 
diploma of that body. ^ 

Moreover, gentlemen, tliose of you who had the happiness to meet him 
ia council, or in autopsies, or better still in the intimacy of private friend* 
ship, can fuUy confirm my testimony. Dr. Wilson took his doctor's degreie 
in 1822 and very soon settled into his professional work, taking up his 
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residence in Walker street, where he remained until a very recent date. 
and where most of ns formed our happy acquaintance with him. In tw 
early manhood, he connected himself with the masonic fraternity, a circum- 
stance which seems to have greatly increased the circle of his personal 
friends. Such was the esteem in whi<h that honorable society held him, 
that, on the occasion of his demise, a lodge of mourning for him ^wras con- 
vened in Dodworth Hall, in which a eulogy was pronounced andafter^eards 
printed by his lodge in commemoration of his meritorious relations i^th 
that order, and with the society ; the only instance of the kind that haa 
ever come under my notice. Besides the proofs cited of Wilson's strong 
social position, I beg to recall to your memories the impressive scjene at 
the church edifice where his obsequies occurred. We all witnessed ^with 
grateful emotioii the deep earnestness with which the clergy and the im- 
mense concourse of citizens testified by worshiping rites and by most 
touching panegyric, to Dr. Wilson's manifold worth of professional and 
private character among the people of that his hereditary denomination of 
christians. 

With these his advantages of education which he nowise neglected in 
his youth, and this his social felicitj of position, greatly enhanced by an 
early and happy marriage, Wilson made the acquaintance of Gram and 
myself and encountered the great new problem of his life-work, homoeopa- 
thy. After a patient study of its principles and a protracted trial of its 
art-maxims at the bedside, during all of which study and trial he refrained 
from expressing a judgment, he decided the question firmly and fully for 
himself and for all his future patients, in the aflSrmative ; and thencefor- 
ward he openly avowed his adhesion to the doctrine and discipline of 
Hahnemann. Wilson came into our circle with all his stores of Bound cul- 
ture and with all his indomitable courage in defense of the right and true, 
or of whatsoever he so deemed ; an accession of manly power, of moral 
force* which was most cheerfully welcomed by us at the time, and ever- 
more thereafter cherished and venerated by us and all who came after ub. 

I have said that the avowal of his change of practice ensued upon a very 
mature and thorough examination of the questions involved in that change; 
and I may add that this was his method in all other philosophical and ad- 
ministrative problems. His powers of analysis were never embarrassed by 
the perturbations of his emotional nature. Though generous, even to a 
decided fault on some occasions, and full of sympathy at all times and in 
every 'fibre of his being,' yet coirtd he at all times set his reason to work in 
the precision and cool steadiness of mathematical logic; and thus it was 
his wont so to apply his happily dormant rational power to the largest qnes- 
tions of faith and of practice in ethics and theosophy as well as in oura of 
medicine. His characteristic lay in this rare peculiarity of constitution, 
one which belonged to the old time philosophers, that he could apply his 
iconsciously rational test-processes over all the lines sketched by his intui- 
tions; and his merit as a man consisted in this ever rare quality: that he 
openly avowed and sustained whatsoever he found to be true by thia hig 
double process of investigation, pocolepsis, and demonstration. 
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Wilson took this great step, homodopathy, as said, with a deliberation 
and courage consonant with his training in letters and science and with his 
constitution as a man. He was no adventurer in the community, with 
nothing tot lose by the change, and perhaps a gain to make by heralding a 
novelty in medicine. Nor was he, by any view of his constitution, an eager 
innovator, a reformer of papular mistakes; but rather, from his harmonic 
tendences (he loved music) and his cordial, social rappoil with all the good- 
meauing people of his place and time, he was a conservative; was indul- 
gent to harmless errors and indisposed to violent uprootings. Neverthe- 
less, he went with his convictions of truth whensoever these were fully 
ripe in his soul; like the great apostle to the Gentiles, he consulted not 
with flesh and blood, when beneficent truth called for volunteers in her 
divine conflicts, wheresoever and howsoever to be fought I 

£itter wire the pangs and sore the costs of this bold change for the 
accomplished and successful young Wilson. In less than two years after 
his adoption of the new method, that is to say, in 1831, when the birth of 
the last of his children had rendered the demands of family support strong- 
est upon him, his change had already deprived him of all his family prac- 
tice save one; of that goodly broad basis founded by his familiar associates ^ 
among the Masons in the Dutch church, of which he was a cherished mem- 
ber, and from among his family adherents, including those of his brother, 
the Counsellor Wilson, only one stood by him, Mr. Thomas Dugan, sexton 
of St. George, who happened to be a mutual friend of Wilson and 
myself. 

Wilson^s first contribution to homcdopathy was certainly a very heavy 
one. He brought to its altar, classical erudition, a felicitous condition in 
society, and a hopeful and rapidly growing status in his profession. His 
unusual advantages were, I must believe, diligently appropriated at Colum- 
bia College, where he was born and reared, from his earliest boyhood, 
among the students and professors, and admitted as early and often as he 
pleased to all their lectures, libraries, and exercises in the sciences and 
belles lettres, and ending with the resources of his most liberal and justly 
distinguished medical preceptor. Dr. Hosack. It was also my good fortune 
to pass the last two years of my professional studies in Dr. Hosack's office, 
joining his large private classes just after Wilson's graduation, and can 
testify, and with me our noble colleague. Dr. W. C. Palmer, also a successor 
to VVilrton in Hosack's office, to the rigor of the old master's examinations 
and the inestimable value of his clinical precepts and instructions. Dr. A. 
£. Hosack, our surgeon, recollects Wilson's student days in his father's 
office, and speaks of his standing there and in the College of Physicians in 
very high terms. These advantages, so faithfully used, added to his excel- 
lent natural endowments for the exercise of our art, while they could not 
exempt him and his young family from the deep chagrin and hard priva- 
tions inevitably connected with his change of practice, furnish you to-day 
with testimonials of his worth as a man and of his merit as a physician, which 
yon will not fail to cherish and keep in ever bright remembrance as long 
as dignity of deportment and strength of character hold their rightful posi* 
tion in your hearts. 
In the third year of this unwelcome trial of Wilson's fortitude, the Asia- 
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Utio cholera made its first appearance here, and the success which attended 
oar treatment of it brought to him and the rest of ns some mitigation «( 
onr losses and sacrifices. Dr. Cbanning and many other old school f^v» 
<$ian8 visited our office and met us in practice to witness oar recHilts. Vm 
many of them added camphor (the least important and the leadt boiDfi» 
pathic to cholera of all oar remedies) to their own oompoand pre8cnpt]oi& 
0»r status with the profession was, for a year or two, lean acerb aii 
troublesome, and we soon after began to receive scanty accessions d 
patients and families in place of the fioftks that had left us. 

Wilson's second contribution to homosopathy was as severe a test of iril 
uprightness as the first was of bis fortitude and perseverance under tmL 
He felt bound to give all the patients that came to him, after the affio^ 
tide began, the fullest benefit of homosopathy; and to this end he broQgtt 
them to Gram in every case of importance, and also in all other \ssses wfca 
his registration of symptoms did not enable Gram to find the remedy wiA 
Satisfactory accuracy. Dr. A. Johnson, our good homceopathic dentist, wii 
then a student of Dr. Gram in company with Curtis and Van Biiren (ncrt 
of Louisville, Ky.), and well remembers the daily and almost hourly coi- 
flultation of Wilson and Channing with Gram in those days. 

Wilson did not study German, and thei-efore could not hunt a retrndj 
himself (except tentatively in the Latin fragraenta of Hahnemann.) B« 
he would do his whole duty to his patients; and so his practice faiM 
again, or, rather, grew very laaguidly indeed for four or five years mort 
(that is to say, till we had the English version of the Materia Medics, sac& 
as it was, and, pity and shame to say, still is.) By this course of condnet 
SFU his part and mine (until I acquired the German), homceopathy gB-ivri 
many substantial adherents and a broad basis in this commtmity, loij 
before Wilson recovered his professional status, or Retrieved his pecnnitrj 
losses; for Gram made mafty indisputable cures of chronic diseases by Im 
truly Hahnemann faithfulness in recording the symptoms and hts coDSciefr 
tious preparation and administration of the remedies. Such cures estab- 
lish and extend our therapentic method far more than all books, leetare^ 
societies, and colleges. Hahnemann himself, powerful as was his lo^ 
unanswerable as were all his first positions, and trenchant as were his esrij 
essays in their statement and support, founded his school of practice in the 
world mainly, I might say wholly, by this cltea (f cures. Without real sd 
durable cures, oft repeated by him and his early disciples, his OrgssoD 
and Materia Medica would have slept forever on the same shelves "that hoM 
the elaborate works of Darwin and Puller, of Broussaisand Fordyce arf 
Martyn Paine. 

Our brave friend's third and last contribution to homoeopathy was th* 
steady devotion of the last thirty years of his grand life to the healing <>' 
the flick, the soothing of mournera, and the uplifting by sympathy, by wi» 
counsel and material aid, all those whom Providence placed within hisp^**" 
liar sphere of work and duty. Hfe was not a writer in its literature, nor 
did he formally receive pupils for systematic instr action in the art; althoag^ 
88 those of ycu well know who saw him officiate as censor in the examina- 
tion of candidates for the license, he had fine qualifications for writii)g'a»'^ 
teaching. 
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His was the unostentatious propagiindism by a skillful prirate practice, 
joined to a beneficent and ever active private life. It owed its starting 
force to the circumstance of his conversion having occurred, as I have said, 
from a proeperous position in the oM - school and at the very beginning of 
the movement in America, but its total and permanent value are to bd 
Botig^ht for in the general welfare of our school in this metropolis and in 
tibe influences in its fevor which flow from our dispensaries, societies, jour- 
nals, and our college into other cities and States of the Republic. 

Without Gram and Hull, Ghanning and Wilson, you could not have had 
the basis from which you suddenly developed from an unperceived squadron 
into a formidable army within the short space of two or three years after 
l^e publication of the text books of our school in our language. Among 
Hie great cities of the old world, and even of Germany itself, our system 
has nowhei-e such resources, influence, or numbers as it possesses here in 
New York. Without these men and their benef active lives, and without 
five societies and movements inaugurated in the first or latent epoch here 
which in 1840, culminated in the appearance of the Homceopathic Examiner 
by Hull, and in the society, partly lay and partly professional, of which 
Vur Bryant was the last president, the later and apparently more efBcaciouS 
means of yOur success could not have been in your hands. Thus, for in- 
stance, the American Institute of Homoeopathy, founded in 1843, by my 
own personal eflForts, the incorporation of county and 8tate societies by the 
Legislature, and the founding of infirmaries and dispensaries, through the 
netton of others among you, could not have occurred. Forget not your 
beginnings^ honor your deceased predecessors; for they were and are 
worthy your respect, nay of your veneration ! Our status is with and from 
the people, and they by hundreds, nay by many thousands, remember these 
skillful, good physicians and receive us with glad confidence on account of 
. the cures they effected in their families a generation ago. 

In my forVner discourse, I called your attention to the divergence of 
views respecting doses and dilutions which arose in our little band soon 
gfter the accession of Dr. Ghanning, that is to say, about thirty years ago. 
Ghanning adhered to the later and latest practice of Hahneman in this mat- 
ter at all times and in all cases to the last; whilst the rest of us after try- 
ing the question faithfully in a sufficient number and range of diseases 
receded to Hahneman's first method,' that is^ to the doses recommended in 
the first and second editions of the Materia Medica. This difiRsrence in the 
flchool must, I think, last a long series of years I neither arrogate for 
myself nor claim for my dear departed associate either acumen or merit of 
any kind in the premises which I do not heartily recognize in Hering and 
the other many able and distinguished men of our school, whose observa- 
tion and experience led them to conclusions and practice very widely 
deviating from mine and from those of a very large majority of American^ 
homoeopathists. My maxim and rule of life, since the earliest hour of my 
hard experience with brother physicians in this whole question has been 
*'in certis uniias] in dubiis Hbertas-, in omnibus caritas,^ Of the large num- 
ber of students who have graduated from my office, several of whoni I hare 
the happiness to meet at this festive board to-night, each one will testify to 
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the entire freedom accorded to them on the question of doses, dilations and 
repetitions. 

Several of them, indeed, especiall j those who studied Hahnemau in the 
German, left me Jbelievers in his posology and remained so for various 
periods of time. Of this class of mj pupils I m)w recall Drs. Hull, Metcalf, 
Qilbert, and our present classical colleague, Dr. Quinn. Neither GraiOy 
Wilson, nor myself ever denied the efficiency of highly attenuated druga^ 
nor were we justified by our school of personal discipline in deriding the 
sincere convictions of others on any topic, either in medicine, religion or 
political science, and accordingly, the gentlemen who favored higher atten- 
uations than we considered it best for us to use in our practice, were ever 
as thoroughly and cordially recognized and consulted with by us aa to 
choice of remedies as were those who agreed with us in regard to dosea 
There should be liberty to differ herein; for posology is by no means as yei 
a positive science; he who thinks he has philosophic certitude in it to-day^ 
may find grounds of scepticism before to-morrow's suji rises. Our charac- 
teristic of an homc&opathist lies, not in the dose, but altogether: in this, that 
he affirms the maxim in therapeutics, similia simUibus curarUur; and that to 
enable us to find the needful analogy of likeness between drug power and* 
diseased vital power, we must test the drugs for this purpose on the healthy. 

We, moreover, expect him to deny the two fundamental assumptions of 
allopathy, namely: First, that it is possible to cognize the esseyiceof life, 
and to found upon such cognition a scientific idea of diseased vital action; 
and second, that it is possible to cognize drug power in the same way, thai 
is, byontologic speculations, based upon their physical appearance or 
chemical properties As the whole of allopathy, excepting its empirical 
tradita alone worthy of attention, is founded on these transcendental bases^ 
these two pure and mere assumptions, equally devoid of possible proofs, 
we can conceive of no one being at the same time an adherent of the two 
schools. There can be no eclecticism in the elements of these ^o systems; 
no middle course between a method in the art of healing, founded on purely 
scientific observation, and one resting ex professo on assumptions respectr 
ing life and power essences. These were founded in and accepted from 
Hahnemann's great essay, " Spirit of Homceopathy," came to us in 1826, 
to 1830; that is to say to myself first, Wilson next, then to Hull, and lastly 
to Channifig in 1832, through the translatipn and commentaries of the good 
and great pioneer Gram; and none of us ever deviated from them, or 
wavered in supporting true homoeopathy. 

I have been thus careful to recite the details of convictions and practioo 
in the early days and among the genuine pioneers; here in New York, for 
reasons which are obvious enough to those who knew the founders and their 
merit and sacrifices, but which time and justice through some of my faitb- 
ful and learned survivors must disclose and elucidate. 

The learned propagandist of homoeopathy in other cities or in foreign 
lands, may perhaps feel surprise at your dedicating a considerable share of 
this annual meeting, sacred to its origin and diffusion, to the memory of 
one of your number who contributed nothing to its polemic literature, and 
who did not even qualify himself to teach it to students by studying the 
language of that literature. Nevertheless you are quite right. You should 
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g-ive glad teBiimony to the great missionary value of his five and thirty 
years clinical work. For though he gave no public lectures in support of 
homoeopathy, wrote no books and educated no pupils, yet as your learned 
and brave predecessor, he bore your standard honorably through the open- 
ing conflict against vastly superior numbers, and, by his skill in diagnosis 
and prognosis, and his assiduity in acquiring the right remedies at the 
hand of those who could hunt them for him (maugre the loss of prestige 
vrhich such dependence entailed upon him for a time), he and his associates 
of that day made ready for your remunerative and happier occupation here 
in New York, a position where you can, if you choose, do great and lasting 
work for the advancement and expansion of our glorious method of healing. 
This pioneer merit of Wilson, I may add, is righteously shared to some 
extent by all the well educated gentlemen of our school who came over to 
us in the second stage of its expansion, namely, after the translations were 
published; I mean especially those of this class who left prosperous posi- 
tions in the old school and came to us from conviction of our great truths; 
who were impelled towards us by the irrepressible force of conscience; not 
allured by the hope of acquiring with us what they could not reach in the 
old school. 

Tou do right, I say, to honor this clinical expounder of homoeopathy, this 
unostentatious propagandist of our science, and to embalm his memory 
forever in the deepest recesses of your affections ; for he and his associates 
have bequeathed to you the means for surely rewarding all the diligence 
in study and all the scientific research you may devote to the materia me- 
dica and to the enriching of your literature. If you shall develop here in 
the metropolis of the new world an efficient body of experimenters in phar- 
macology; of honest and capable translators of the standard literature ; of 
able commentators on the immortal discoveries of Hahnemann; as of late I 
have seen some hopeful indications of your doing, you can then rightfully 
say to the learned and distinguished objector, we honor the career and 
labors of Wilson, not only for the learning he acquired in his youth and 
for the dignity and benefactive worth of his character, which drew us all 
towards him in the best bonds of human affinity, but also because by his 
cure of the thousands who came to him for relief during his long exercise 
of our divine art, he greatly aided to make our goodly status possible; be- 
cause ho and his venerated preoeptor and associates left us the means of 
study and useful employment in our system on a broader scale than they 
can elsewhere be found in the civilized world. 

My dear younger friends, you will' I trust, diligently sow and worthily 
reap the field of divine uses which the early pioneer cleared for you in the 
winter months and fallowed for you in the cold and frosty spring of the 
great year of homoeopathy. Pardon me, if assuming the privilege of age, 
I implore you to abolish the blatant shams which infest our school and 
really imperil its existence, namely, mistranslations of the Organon and 
Materia Medica, false or very defective provings, and the miserable imita- 
tion of the old school monoplies in the teaching and graduation of students 
of medicine. Demand and produce from among yourselves lecturers upon 
the Institutes who can read the learned languages, and also especially the 
[Aesem., No. 161.] 20 
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language of the Organon, and who have enough of culture in philosopbj U 
weigh and expound its Kantian technics and criticisms. You hare suck 
men already forming among jou. Develop their latent forces, reward 
their industry, honor their acquirements, and put them quicklj to their 
work. ' 

Your art is menaced, sharply so, by your defective plan of education for 
those who are to succeed you, and by the very deficient teachers whom that 
plan tolerates. Can a man teach homoeopathy who cannot read Oermaa, 
or one teach forensic medicine who cannot read Latin, the lan^aagt: of 
that branch of the law ? Away with shams I Allopathy can snatain them 
and live out her appointed time, but homoaopathy is akin to positive 
science, and all her methods demand correlative integrity in learning, 
teaching and practicing them ; she must perish from the face of the earth 
unless we adapt our system of degrees or licenses to her iniperatiw 
requirements In the early times, foreseeing in part these days of pec» 
niary prosperity to our school, Oram, Wilson and I worked with ^reat 
diligence in the medical societies of the State .'and in the Ijegislatnre to 
procure a reformation of the franchise or monopoly system of teaching 
students and of dispensing degrees then as now in vogue, but all oar 
eiOforts fell to the ground. The college had tlie advantage of us in the uni- 
versal prejudice against homoeopathy which the suggesters of the palpably 
just and needed change all professed, and we were compelled to g'iire up 
our agitation of the question, after almost achieving success in two conse- 
cutive sessions of the Legislature ; a success which would have filled the 
profession of the State with ftne classical scholars, and through a linaitlesB 
competition, have given homoeopathy a chair in every college of teachen 
and a just representation in our army and in every hospital in the conntiy. 

Wc failed, and the profession iageneral has steadily fallen* back instead c^ 
advancinj^ in literary and scientific acquirements till the mass has bec<nae 
incompetent to teach homoeopathy, and accordingly we receive few or no 
accessions from it by conversion. Now, at last, my colleagues, yon hav« 
obtained this by the liberal action of our good State government, plenary 
powers for securing the advancement of your branch of the profession. 
Your county societies and your State society, by proper joint action, can 
establish such rules for the examination of candidates, the dispensing of 
diplomas and the appointment of teachers, as shall accomplish all that the 
pioneers worked for so long in vain, and all that the future demands at 
your hands. You cannot need new enactments, for you will want to erect 
no monopoly of professorships ; and " I earnestly implore you to give as a 
great school of medicine here an a free basis, by prompt, strong^ and 
thorough organization of your teaching forces under the ample charter 
powers you possess. 

You have the means everywhere; the needful numbers of learned homo&- 
opathists and the beneficence of the opulent friends of our mild and efficient 
treatment to found such a school of medicine. Made virtute I 

To cbuclude the task of love you gave me to do, my friends, I beg to say 
that Dr. Wilson's key-note of life was fraiemity. He loved his family, his 
friends, his country and his race, each and all, infinitely more than he loved 
himself. He drew near especially to the weak and defenceless and down- 
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trodden. To such, his strong body, his strong powers of sympathy, his co- 
pious pecuniary income were a wall of support, each as its resources 
•were needed. As in the introduction of homoeopathy, so in every other phase 
and aspect of his beuefactive life; and through each day of that whole life 
his instinctive rule of action was well-being for others, without taking 
tho«^bt for self-hood either of to-day or to-morrow. 

In my long intercourse with him, I knew many, very many shining 
instances of his lifting up the children of want and sorrow; and now sinoe 
his removal, I come quite frequently upon old cases of the .kind from the 
lips of his beneficiaries which were sealed during his lifetime. Wilson 
was, by the gift of his Creator, born on that plane of uses to which most 
men attain only after long conflict with the composite forms of selfishness, 
by sad experiences and by palpable throes of the inmost life. He loved 
the works of fraternity, and he did them always, and to all who needed 
sncb works, without stint. Especially was he canefnl to aid and honor 
with bis sympathy, and effectively aid with his money the unfortunate phy- 
sician and the widows and orphans of such. Over Wilson's grand record 
the religion of Jesus writes : '^ Well done, good and faithful servant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Master." % 

His life's signet ring imprints for us the wise words of the old stoic 
poet : Aude, hospea, oontemnere opes, et te qUoque dignum Finge deof 
And his philosophy, which so grandly aided him in all the molestations and 
sorrows of life, and so perfectly sustained him in the long and precarious 
twilight of his fatal malady, was the offspring of his ever-abounding and 
most touching humanity. How resplendeiftly do the words of Seneca, 
concerning the relations of virtue and wisdom, shine out in the mirror of 
such a life as was our friend's. 

FhUosophia * studium viriutis est, sed^per ipsam virtiUem; nee virtus 
autem ipse sine studio sui potest, nee virtutis studium sine ipsa. 



308 OHBIOA COUNTT WKOICAL SOCIXTr. 



ONEIDA COUNTY HOMEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY 

Article )1. List of OfiBcers, Delegates, Committees, and Members, 1864-45. 

72. Report of the Oneida Oonnty HomoBopathic Medical society, coe* 

prising 

A. Proceedings of the Seventh Semi-Annual Meeting, held Jooe 

21, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting, held October IS. 

1864. 
G. Proceedings of the Eighth Semi-Annual Meeting', held Jok 
20, 1865. 

By the SecreUry, M. M. Oabdmsr, M. D., of Holland 
Patent. 

73. Report on Epidemics in Cayuga county. By C. Willui 

BoYCB, M. D., of Auburn. 

74. Report on^Epidemics in Jefferson county By L. B. Waldo, i 

D., of Adams. 

75. Report on Materia Medica. Accidental Proving of Phytolaca 

decandra. By Woodward Warren, M. D., of Boonville. 

76. Report on Materia Medica. Proving of Baptisia tinctoria. B; 

HiRAH Hadley, M. D., of Boonville. 

77. Report on Clinic^ Medicine. The Basis of Treatment. Bt 

Carroll Dunhak, M. D., of New York. 



ARTICLE LXXI. 

List of OiBoers, Delegates, Committees, and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS ELECTED, OCTOBER 18, 1864. 

Br. Hiram Hadley Boonville President. 

8. 0. Scudder Rome Vice President 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent Sec'y and Treasorer. 

CBKSORS. 

Dr. D. D. Joslin Pierrepont Manor. . . . Jefferson county. 

Wm. H. Watson. •• . Utica Oneida do 

O. B. Palmer East Hamilton Madison do 

Abram Guiwits Salisbury Centre Herkimer do 

COMMITTEB ON PUBLICATION. 

Dr. Wm. H. Watson, Dr. L. B. Wells. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATS HOHCEOPATHIO MEDIOAL SOCIBTT. 

Dr. M. M. Gardner, Dr. W. H. Watson, Dr. W. B. Stebbins, 

J C. Raymond. 

Delegates to the Cayuga County Homosopathig Medical Society. 
Dr. E. A. Munger, Dr. L. B. Walda 
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Dblsgate to the Wayne County HoifosoPATHic Medical Society. 
Dr. H. M. Paine. 

Dklboatb to the Oswego County Homceopatpig Medical Society. 
Dr. Nathan Spencer. 

Delegates to the Onondaga County Homoeopathio .Medical Society. 
Dr. L. B, Wells, Dr. G. B. Palmer. Dr. J. C. Raymond. 

covmittess appointed at the seventh sehI" annual meeting. 
Dr. C. W. Boyce, Prevailing Epidemics, Cayuga county. 



W. R. Gorton, • 


do 


Onondaga do 


E. A. Munger, 


do 


Oneida do 


A. Guiwits, 


do 


Herkimer do 


L. B. Waldo, 


do 


Jefferson do 


George B. Palmer, 


do 


Madison do 



D. D. Joslyn, Drug Proving, Jefferson county. 

Wm. M. Gwynn, do Cayuga do 

Geo. W. Bailey, do Oneida do 

William B. Stebbins, Pathology and Treatment of Miasmatic Fevers. 

M. M. Gardner, Diseases of the Nervous System. 

L. B. Wells, High Potencies in Disease, 

William Landt, Diseases of Mucous Membranes. * 

William H. Watson, Special Pathology. 

H. M. Paine, Meteorological Phenomena in connection witli Prevailing 

Diseases. 
W. Warren, Diseases of Children. 
J. C. Raympnd, Cholera Infantum. 

COMMITTEES APPOINTED AT THE EIGHTH ANNUAL MEETING. 

Drs. Wm. B. Stebbins, Wm. Landt and J. W. Mower, to organize a Medical 

Society in Herkimer county. 
E. A Munger and George B. Palmer, to organize a Medical Society in 

Madison county. 
L. B. Waldo and D. D. Joslin, to organize a Medical Society in Jeffer* 

son eounty. 
Hiram Hadley, Professional 'Etiquette. 
C. Wm. Boyce, Metritis and its Appropriate Treatment. 
E. A. Munger, Phthisis do 
6. B. Palmer, Pneumonia do 
L. B. Waldo, Dysentery do 
William Landt, Pertussis do 
M. M. Gardner, Diphtheria do 
Woodward Warren, Croup do 
H. M. Paine, Meteorological Phenomena in connection with Prevailing 

Diseases. 
W. H. Watson, Cases from Obstetric Practice. 
J. C. Raymond, Pathology and Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 
Wm. B. Stebbins, Pathology and Treatment of Miasmatic Fever. 
Abram Guiwits, Diseases of Children. 
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do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 


do 
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Dr. L B. Wells, High Potencies in the Treatment of Disease* 
D. D. Joslyn, Ding Proving in Jefferson county. 
Geo. W. Bailey, do Oneida do 

John W. Mower, do • Herkimer do 

S. 0. Scudder, Military Surgery. 

HONORARY MEMBRBS. 

Dr. Thomas F. i^omeroy . Detroit e Michigan. 

D. D. Loomis Morrisville Madison county. 

Silas Bailey Toledo Ohio. 

C. William Boyce. . . Auburn Cayuga county. 

J. Ralsey White .... Butternuts Ot§ego do 

R. D. Landon Fredonia Chautauqua coonty. 

John Younglove Troy Rensselaer county. 

William R. Gorton. . . Skaneateles Onondaga do 

William M. Gwynn . . Throopsville Cayuga do 

Durfee Chase Palmyra.. Wayne do 

Edwin R. Heath do do do 

Carroll Dunham New York New York do 

Henry M. Smith .... do do do 

Horace M. Paine. . . . Albany Albany do 

H. Robinson, Sen. . . . Auburn Cayuga do 

H. Barton Fellows. . . Sennett do do 

Wm. A. Hawley Syracuse Onondaga do 

A. R. Morgan do do do 

J. G. Bigelow do do do 

Wm. H.Hoyt do do do 

George B. Palmer. . . East Hamilton Madison do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Jonas C. Raymond . . Utica Oneida county. 

Ludan B. Wells do ao 

William H. Watson. . do do 

John A. Paine do do 

C. Judson Hill do do 

Harrison Willis Clinton do 

Erastus A. Hunger. . Waterville do 

George W. Bailey. . . do do 

A.A.Mason Knox Corners do 

Leverett Bishop Sauquoit do 

S. 0. Scudder Rome ' do 

Hiram Hadley Boouville • do 

Woodward Warren . . do do 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent do 

L. B. Waldo. . • Adams Jefferson county. 

D. D. Joslyn Pierrepont Manor. ... do 

Wm. B. Stebbins. . . . Little Falls Herkimer county. 

John W. Mower West Schuyler do 

William Landt Mohawk do 

Nathan Spencer, .... Windficld do 

Abram Gui wits Salisbury Centre do 

The annual meeting is held on the third Tuesday of October. The semi- 
annual on the third Tuesday of June. 
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ARTICLE LXXII. 

Report of the Oneida County Homceopathic Medical Society, comprisii^: 
A. Proceedings of the Seventh Semi- Annual Meeting, held June 21, 1864. 
' B. Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meetmg, held Octoher 18, 1864. 
C. Prooeedii^ of the Eighth Semi-Annual Meeting, held June 20, 1865. 
By the Secretary, M. M. Gabdneb, M. D., of Holland Patent. 

A. 

Progsedings of the Seventh SEia-ANNUAL Meeting. 

The seventh semi-annaal meeting of the Society was held at Stanwix 
Hall, in Rome, June 21, 1864. ' 

The meeting was called to order, at a quarter before twelve o'clock, by 
the Vice-President, Dr. L. B. Waldo. ' . 

On calling .the roll, the following gentlemen responded to their names: 

HONORARY UICUBER. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce Auburn, Cayuga county. 

ITEVBERft. 

Dr. L. B. Wells Utica, Oneida county. 

J. C. Raymond do do 

W. Warren Deerfield, do 

S. O. Scudder Rome, do 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent, do 

H. M. Paine Clinton, do 

L. B. Waldo Adams, Jefferson county. 

The following gentlemen were present, and, on motion of Dr. M. M. 
Gardner, were elected honorary members: 

Dr. D. Chase Palmyra, Wayne county. 

E. R. Heath do do 

Carroll Dunham New York, New York county. 

Henry M.Smith do do 

H. Robinson, Sea Auburn, Cayuga county. 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett, do 

Wm. A. Hawley Syracuse, Onondaga county. 

Drs. Clark Hamilton, of Clinton, and G. J. Jones, of Holland Patent, 
were also present, and were invited to participate in the deliberations of 
the Society. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, and, on motion of Dr. J. C. 
Raymond, approved. 

Reports of committees being called for by the President, the following 
gentlemen responded: 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, on Epidemics in Cayuga County. The report consisted 
of the history and treatment of a recent epidemic of typhoid fever. A 
marked peculiarity of this epidemic consisted in a diphtheritic complica- 
. tion. The remedies chiefly employed were belladonna, kali hyd., and Phy- 
tolacca docandra. 

Dr. L. B. Waldo reported an historical sketch of diphtheria, recently epi- 
demic in Jefferson county. The remedies employed were chiefly aconite, 
belladonna, mercurius jod., also, as symptoms required, kali bi., rhus tox, 
and nitric or sulphuric acids. 



312 ONEIDA COUNTY IfEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. L. B. Wells reported verbally hig experience ill the use of high poten- 
cies in the treatment of disease. He expressed his continued and increas- 
ing confidence in them, especially in chronic diseases; indeed he ^^oirid 
scarcely know how to practice medicine without them. In very many formt 
of disease they prove far more efficacious than the low potencies. Phthisis 
especially should be treated exclusively by them. Let any who doubt their 
utility read a case by Dr. R. R. Gregg, recently published in the AmericaM 
Homceopathic Beview. One dose of medicine, was given, follo^ved bj 
another at the expiration of one week, which produced a decided ag^aT^a- 
tion. The doses were then repeated at intervals of four weeks. Maaj 
cases of chronic herpes are very successfully treated with high potencies. 
He has treated a number of cases of recent scabies with croton tig. ai»i 
lobefia, as recommended by Dr. Teste, but this plan has occasionally failed. 

Dr. Dunham recommended the application of lard to the surface -when- 
ever the acarus is found, which .destroys the parisite; he then admioisteFs 
remedies as in any other ordinary disease. 

Dr. n. M. Paine presented an incomplete report, entitled " The Influence 
of Meteorological Conditions of the Atmosphere in the Production of DiseaseJ' 
The report consisted of a monthly summary of meteorological observations 
in connection with a monthly summary of prevailing diseases, arrang-ed io 
tabular form, and was prefaced by the following statement: 

"It is common to ascribe the source of a large number of diseases to 
atmospheric influences. What these influences are, and just how far they 
are really instrumental in producing the results ascribed to them, is not 
apparent. 

" The accompanying tables are presented with tlte hope of calling atten- 
tion to this department of medical science, so that new light may ultimately 
be thrown upon this important subject. 

'^ It is intended to represent, side by side, in tabular form, so as to be 
easy for reference, a monthly report of the weather, and a record of the 
prevailing diseases occurring in the same locality and at the same time. 
Thus a convenient opportunity is afforded for comparing the monthly report 
of the winds, temperature, and humidity of the atmosphere with the dis- 
eases occurring in the same place and during the same period. 

" Similar records are now made at many of the hospital stations in the 
regular army, and are published from time to time in separate volumes; or, 
if in one volume, in such an imperfect method of arrangement, respecting 
both the classification and nomenclature of the diseases treated and the 
incomplete record of the weather, as to preclude any attempt at thorough 
investigation. It should also be observed that statistical information, how- 
ever reliable, obtained from hospital reports, is not as valuable for the 
present purpose as that obtained from the daily records of ordinary 
practice. 

*' A fe w reports of this kind are of little importance, but if continued through 
a number of consecutive years, by many observers, they would become ex- 
ceedingly useful in determining some of the remote as well as proximate 
causes of many zymotic diseases." 

The society adjourned to meet at 2 p. k. 
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Afternoon Session. 
Dr. D. Chase never nses lower than the third potency, and usually in 
ordinary practice the twelfth, He is still suffering from the effects of a 
severe injury received more than a year ago. The injury produced tempo- 
rary paralysis. He has obtained greater relief from the sixth potency of 
arnica than any other remedy. 

Dr. H. Robinson has found sticta pulmonaria very useful in many forms 
of rheumatism, catarrh and influenza. In a case of vertigo, with greatly 
increased flow of sweet saliva, sticta" afforded prompt relief. In cases of 
rheumatism, when there is restlessness with a sensation of lightness rather 
than heaviness of the limbs, the sticta is very useful. Also in cases of 
rheumatism .accompanied with great irritability and restlessness, it affords 
relief when rhus fails. 

Dr. Wm. A. Hawley presented and read a paper by Dr. A. R. Morgan, of 
Syracuse, on "Diseases of the skin.'' The paper consists of an extract from 
a work on diseases of the skin, soon to be published, giving a new and ori- 
ginal method of classification. Dr. Morgan has devoted several years to 
the study of this class of diseases. He proposes a new classification and 
nomenclature, based upon natural phenomena, by means of which any one 
can scarcely fail to arrive at an accurate diagnosis. When published it 
will probably be fully illustrated by engravings, and will be of very great 
service in securing uniform and accurate delineations of skin diseases in 
recording drug provings. The want of such a standard is sadly apparent 
to the most superficial observer on reviewing our present materia medica. 
Dr. E. R. Heath related the history of epidemic vaginitis. Almost every 
female in the locality where it prevailed was affected by it. It attacked 
alike those in advanced years as well as in middle and early life; those 
who had previously enjoyed good health as well as those who were suffer, 
ing from chronic diseases. In the latter its encroachments were usually in 
an aggravated form. The disease consists of an inflammation of the vagi- 
nal mucous membrane, causing a profuse leucorrhoeal discharge. As the 
disease progresses it produces various complications — ^hysteria, nympho- 
mania, convulsions, and in some cases epilepsy. The symptoms usually 
increase in intensity at nigh\. There was observed in many cases a red 
spot over the left ilica superior spinous process, at times changing to the 
right side. From these spots quite severe paroxysms of pain extended 
upwards, implicating the abdominal parietes. The discharge during the 
fever was of a dark color, but usually light and very offensive. Valerianate 
of sine* and aurum mur." were found useAil remedies. Sometimes cicuta 
relieved the hysteric spasms. Recovery in most cases occurred in from 
seven to ten weeks. 

Dr. L. B. Wells called attention to the utility of murex purpurea as a 
remedy for the disease just mentioned. Since reading a full proving 
recently published in the Review, he has found it a very useful remedy. 

Dr. H. M. Smith gave a verbal statement of a recent meeting of homoeo- 
pathic physicians in Philadelphia, at which a plan of organization of a 
Homceopathic Publishing Society was proposed ; the recent organization of 
a Homoeopathic Medical College for Women, and also the establishnient of 
a Homoeopathic Hospital for Women, both in the city of New York. 
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Dr. C. Dunham communicated information respecting the proposed plan 
for the organization of a Homoeopathic Publishing Society. He read tlie 
constitution, and explained the objects of the association. A meeting* of 
homoepathic physicians will be held in Philadelphia next October, to conn- 
plete the organization of the society. 

Dr. L. B. Wells considered it one of the moat important movements e-rer 
proposed. He presented the following resolution which was adopted: 

Besolvedf That the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Oneida cotintv 
approves the organization of the Homoeopathic Publishing Society, and 
would recommend the members and the profession to avail themselves of 
this opportunity to advance the homoeopathic system of practice. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce presented and read a paper, giving the symptoms and 
treatment of a case of Epididymitis, by Dr. H. D. Paine of New York. 
Thuja from the 12th to the-200th potency was administered nine months 
without benefit. The disease was cured in three months by the same 
remedy, in drop doses of the mother tincture administered daily. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce also presented and read a communication from Dr. Ad. 
Lippe of Philadelphia, entitled "-4 case of QastrosisP 

Dr. M. M. Gardner presented and read a paper entitled " Lachesis in the 
treatment of stomalitia maternaJ^ The symptoms of a case from practice 
were given. Lachesis proved efiicacicus. 

Dr. 0. Dunham presented and read a paper by Dr. B. Fincke of Brooklyn, 
entitled '* Potencies" 

Dr. C. Dunham also read a communication entitled ^*A Case of Pterygium 
crassum." The remedy successfully employed, and the only one was 
zincum met. 

Dr. Wm. A. Hawley read a paper entitled " A Case of Phthisis" This 
case was cured by sulphur,*" and arsenicum,*'** after lower potencies of 
these remedies had been given without apparent benefit. 

The Secretary read extracts from his correspondence, among which may 
be mentioned a letter from Dr. Ad. Lippe of Philadelphia; another from 
Dr. B. Fincke of Brooklyn; and one from Dr. C. Heerman of Philadelt)hia. 

Dr. L. B. Wells offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Besolvedj That the thanks of this society be extended to the delegates 
from other County Homoeopathic Medical Societies pi-esent at this meeting, 
for the interesting papers they have communicated; and that a copy of 
each be requested for preservation in the archives of the society, and pub- 
lication in the Transactions of the State Association. « 

The introduction of the homoeopathic system of practice into the army, 
was then considered. The ilHberality and intolerance that controls the 
allopathic school is, at the present time, strikingly illustrated, in excluding 
the practitioners of the homoeopathic school from the army. Our just 
claims are ignored, and our standing in the medical profession continually, 
impudently and wilfully misrepresented by the allopathic school, merely 
because we differ in opinion from them respecting the scientific application 
of remedies in the treatment of disease. This course is not only illegal and 
discourteous, but reflects discredit upon its authors, and will ultimately 
prove advantageous to the cause they evidently wish to weaken, and the 
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class of the profession whose influence they fear and whose prosperity they 
desire to arrest. 

The following committees were re-appointed, and are expected to report 
at the next meeting: 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, Prevailing Epidemics in Caynga county. 
. W. R. Gorton, dp Onondaga do 

E. A. Hunger, do Oneida do 

A. Guiwits, do Herkimer do 

L. P. Waldo, do Jefferson do 

Geo. B. Palmer, do Madison do 

D. D. Joslyn, Drug Proving, Jefferson county. 
W: M. Gwynn, do Cayuga do 

Geo. W. Bailey, do Oneida do 

William B. Stebbins, Pathology and Treatment of Miasmatic Fevers. 
M. M. Gardner, Diphtheria. 
L. B. Wells, High Potencies in Disease. 
Wm. Landt, Diseases of Mucous Membranes. 
Wm. H. Watson, Special Pathology. 
H. M. Paine, Meteorological Conditions of the Atmosphere in connection 

with prevailing Diseases. 
W. Warren, Diseases of Children. 
J. C. Raymond, Cholera Infantum. 
Drs. J. 0. Raymond, L. B. Wells, M. M. Gardner and H. M. Paine were 
appointed delegates to the meeting of the Cayuga County Homoeopathic 
Medical Society. 

Drs. Wm. H. Watson and E. A. Munger, delegates to the Wayne County 
Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Drs. L. B. Waldo, George W. Bailey and H. M. Paine, delegates to the 
Onondaga County HomcBopathic Medical Society. 
The Society adjourned to meet at Bagg's Hotel, in Utica, Oct. 18, 1864. 

B. 

Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meeting. 
The eighth annual meeting of the society was held at Bagg's Hotel, in the 
city of Utica, Tuesday, October 18, 1864. 

The meeting was called to order at 12 m., by Dr. L. B. Waldo, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the society. 
The following members were present: 

Dr. L. B. Wells Utica ^ .. . Oneida county. 

J. C. Raymond do do 

J. A. Paine do * do 

E A. Munger Waterville do 

Geo. W. Bailey do do 

^V. Warren Decrfield ............ do 

M. M. Gardner Holland Patent do 

H. M. Paine Clinton do 

Geo. B. Palmer East Hamilton Madison county. 

L. B. Waldo Adams Jefferson do 

W. B. Stebbins Little Falls Herkimer county 

J.W.Mower ' East Schuyler do 

William Landt Mohawk «... do 
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Also, as delegates from the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medial 
Society : 

Dr. A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga county. 

J. G. Bigelow do do 

VJf:'H.Hoyt do do 

On motion of Dr. Wiells, the delegates from the Onondaga County Hoati- 
opathic Medical Society were elected honorary members. 

On motion of Dr. Gardner the reading of the minutes of the last meetiif 
was omitted. 

The proHident appointed Drs. W B. Stebbins, L. B. Wells and M. I 
Gardner, a committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year. 

Reports from medical committees were then presented. 

Dr. Hunger presented a brief verbal report on Epidemics in Oneidi 
county. 

Dr. Bailey presented a report on Drug Proving^ consisting chiefly of triili 
of baptisia, by Dr. Hadley, of Boonville. Dr. Bailey has several times at- 
tempted the proving of baptisia. He has taken it daily in doses of afef 
drops to six hundred, without any decided effect 

Dr. Munger thought the proving by Dr. Hadley indicated especial actia 
of the drug upon the right lung. He has used it in typhoid fever wiia 
satisfactory results. He has kept up its influence in some cases through 
the whole course of the disease. In all his clinical experience with itbf 
has found it a useful remedy. Dr. Hadley's daughter was relieved of> 
troublesome cough while proving it. 

Dr. Palmer has tried it faithfully in doses of from fifty to two hun<W 
drops without any decided symptoms. He has noticed that the tinctore 
prepared at the west have a deep indigo color, while those procured attk 
eastern pharmacies have a dark amber color. 

Dr. Wells stated that he had partially prepared a report illustrating tk 
utility of high potencies in the treatment of disease, which he would co» 
plete in a few days. 

Dr. Munger related the history of an incurable case of chronic ascites a 
which arsenicura*** afforded very marked relief. Nux vom.**** at night aa^ 
opium'*^* in the morning, were given for constipation, also a troubleaoiQe 
symptom, with temporary relief. Lower potencies of these and miflj 
other i-emedies had repeatedly been given without benefit. 

Dr. Wells related the following cases : 

1. Chronic iritis^ in which clematis"** always relieved the pain. 

2. Megrim. — Burning pain in the left temple, eye, and left half of tb 
forehead, commencing daily about eleven a. m. and passing off in the 
evening. A few doses of arsenicum'** speedily and permanently remoTed 
the disease. Arsenicum* previously given had caused a decided aggrava- 
tion. 

3. Hydrothorax. — Incurable on account of organic disease of the heart; 
was frequently very greatly relieved by aurum"* and arsenicum***. 

Dr. Munger related the history of a case of ovaritis of the left aide, wit^ 
hemorrhoids. There was constant pain in the region of the left ovary, ^^ 
no perceptible enlargement Calcarea"*** was given in daily dosea* P^* 
satilla**"" uccaaionally for the severe pain^ and sulphur'*^ a dose twice* 
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ireek. The cure was effected in the course of six or eight weeks/ and 
emains permanent. He is quite confident that better effects can be ob» 
Ained from high potencies than from the low, especially in the treatment 
>f chronic diseases. 

The treasurer presented his report, which, on motion of Dr. Hunger, was 
SMicepted and adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Munger, a resolution to assess the usual annual tax 
was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. Hunger, the usual order of business was suspended, 
for the purpose of listening to the report of the nominating committee, 
which was then presented, and the following oncers were elected for the 
ensuing year: 

Dr. Hiram Hadley, Boonville, President. 
S. 0. Scudder, Rome, Vice President. 
M. M. Gardner, Holland Patent, Sec'y and Treasurer. 

Censobs. 
, Dr. D. D. Joslyn, Dr. G. B. Palmer, 

W. H. Watson, A. Guiwits. 

COXMITTEE ON PUBLICATION. 

Dr. W. H. Watson, Dr. L. B. Wells. 

Delegates to the State Hohoeopathig Medical Society. 
Dr. M. M. Gardner, Dr. W. B. Stebbins, 

W. H. Watson, ^ J. C. Raymond, 

Delegates to the Cayuga County HoMasoPATBic Medical Society. 
' Dr. E. A. Munger Dr. L. B. Waldo. 

Delegate to the Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

Dr. H. M. Paine. 

Delegate to the Otsego County Hoikbopatbig Medical Society. 

Dr. Nathan Spencer. 

Delegates to the Onondaga County Hoikeopathic Medical Society. 

Drs. L. B. Wells, G. B. Palmer, J. C. Raymond. 

Dr. Munger called attention to the importance of increasing the number of 
delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society, and with this purpose 
in view he urged the immediate formation of societies in all the counties in 
this State where there is the requisite number of physicians. He hoped 
this Society would commence the work by appointing committees to effect 
the organization of societies in Madison, Herkimer and Jefferson counties, 
in season to secure representation at the Februaiy meeting of the State 
• Society, and in conclusion presented the following resolution, which was 
adopted: 

Whereas, the numbers and influence of county homoeopathic societies 
indicate, in a measure, the extent and progress of the homoeopathic school 
in tbi8 State; and 

WhereaSj the usefulness of the State Homoeopathic Medical Society de< 
pends upon, and is augmented in proportion to the number of delegates 
from Buch associations; therefore. 



316 ONEIDA couirrT medical society. 

Resolved, That the formation of^county homoeopathic medical societiei 

wherever practicable, in all the counties in this State, is extremely ^&» 

able, and should enj^age the immediate attention of the profession in il 

the counties in which societies have not yet been organized. 

The president accordingly appointed the following committees: 

Drs. Wm. B. Stebbins, Wm. Landt and J. W. Mower, for Herkimer Ca 

Drs. E. A. Munger and George B. Palmer, for Madison and ChenaBgi 

counties. 

Drs. L. B. Waldo and D. D. Joslyn, for Jefferson county. 

. 'r. Munger offered the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Besolved, That the thanks of this Society be tendered to Dr. H. M. Palis 

for his efficient services as secretary and treasurer during the past sii 

years. 

The Society adjourned half an hour. 

Afternoon Session. 

Dr. Wells presented the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Whereas, the efficiency and usefulness of the American Institute d 
Homoeopathy would be largely increased by changing its form of organi- 
zation to that of a representative body, composed of delegates from tfe 
seve^jal State and county medical societies in this country; therefore, 

Besolvrdf That members of this Society who are also menabers of tfe 
Institute, and who may be present at its next (heeting, be requested w 
advocate such a change of organization, and to act as the representatiT^i 
of this association. 

Dr. Raymond reported an interesting case of Congestion of the Bm 
tmJth Paralysis. 

Dr. Wm. II. Hoyt, of Syracuse, read a communication by Br. Bojce. 
entitled " Observations on Spigelia." The pathogenesis of the reroedr 
clearly indicates its utility in several common forms of nquralgia of ^ 
face, eyes and forehead, even when attended with considerable congestion 

Dr. A. R. Morgan, of Syracuse, read a paper entitled "A Case of Lepn 
vulgaris with Eczema,^^ 

On motion of Dr. Munger, the thanks of the Society were extended te 
Drs. Morgan and Hoyt, for their interesting papers, and copies were ^^ 
quested for publication with the proceedings of this meeting. 

Dr. Warren presented a paper entitled "^ Case of Accidenial Foisoni^ 
by Phytolacca decandraJ^ 

Dr. L. B. Wells presented and read a letter from Professor Carroll Dt» 
ham, urging the members to aid the publication of the forthcoming work® 
Materia Medica, by sending their subscriptions to the author. Dr. C. Herinf. 
of Philadelphia, and offered the following resolutions; 

Besolved, That the publication of Dr. Bering's new work on the Mat^w 
Medica, under the auspices of the Publication Society, meets our cordial 
approval. 

Resolved, That we earnestly recommend the members of this Societt, 
and the profession generally, to encourage this enterprise by sending their 
subscriptions at once to Dr. C. Hering, 112 North 12th st, Philadelphia. 

Dr. L. B. Waldo stated verbally his experience in the treatment of epi- 
demic dysentery, recently prevalent in Jefferson county. 

Dr. H. M. Paine presented a report entitled " Nosological ClassificoHo^^ 
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Disease; M<ynthly Summary of Prevailing Diseases in connection with a simi- 
lar Summary of Meteorological Obaermtions during the t/ear 1862." By Drs. 
Wm. H. Watson, of Utica, and Horace M. Paine, of Clinton. We quote 
from the introductory remarks as follows: 

*' By classifying diseases and recording the causes of death, the most 
valaable information is obtained relative to the health of the people, or of 
the pestilential agencies which surround them. We can take this or that 
disease and measure not only its destructiveness, but its favorite times of 
visitation. We can identify its favorite localities, and classffy its victims. 
We are able to trace diseases, also, as they get weaker and weaker, as 
some have done of late. We know from the valuable returns of the Regis- 
trar General of England, prepared by Dr. Farr. that scarlatina is, or rather 
was decreasing, and that it has been growing less and less destructive 
since 1851; that, until quite lately, the whooping cough has likewise 
declined, in some measure, and that measles alone, out of these severe dis- 
eases, has exhibited any tendepcy to increase. The advantages, therefore, 
of adopting some system of classifying diseases, which can be put to such 
useful, practical purposes, must be obvious to every one. It is proposed 
to adopt a system which, while it meets the requirements of science, will 
illustrate, by its use, the practical questions of the day relative to diseases, 
and their bearing upon the public health; and which will show those causes 
which are injurious or fatal to the life of man, and so contribute to their 
removal.* 

* *' It is not probable that the importance of a correct nosological classifi- 
cation will be over-estimated. Without it, the uniform and accurate regis- 
tration of prevailing diseases and the causes of death cannot be secured. 
It is the first step in this department of medical research." 

The report will, doubtless, prove a useful guide in the daily registration 
of -prevailing diseases; and as it is to be published in the Transactions of 
the State Homoeopathic Medical Society, will soo^ be ready for general 
distribution to the profession throughout the State. 
The President appointed the following medical committees : 
Dr. Hiram Hadley, Professional Etiquette. 

G. William Boyce, Metritis, and its appropriate Treatment. 
E. A. Mnngcr, Phthisis, 
G. B. Palmer, Pneumonia, 
L. B. Waldo, Dysentery, 
Wra. Landt, Pertussis, 
M. M. Gardner, Diphtheria, 
W. Warren, Croup, 
H. M. Paine, Meteorological Phenomena in connection with Prevail- 
ing Diseases. 
W. H. Watdon, Oases from Obstetric Practice. 
J. C. Raymond, Pathology and Treatment of Typhoid Fever. 
Wm. B. Stebbins, Pathology and Treatment of Miasmatic Fever. 
A. Guiwits, Diseases of Children. 
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Dr. L. B. 'Wells, High Potencies in the Treatment of Disease. 

D. D. Joslyn, Drug Proving in Jefferson coanty. 

George W. Bailey, Drug Proving in Oneida county. 

John W. Mower, Drug Proving in Herkimer county. 

S. 0. Scudder, Military Surgery. 
On motion of Dr. Palmer, the society adjourned to meet at Little Falli 
on the third Tuesday in June (20th), 1865. 

c. 

Procekdings of tbb Eighth Sbki-Ankual Meeting. 

The eighth semi-annual meeting of the Society was held at Bagg's Hotel, 
in the city of Utica, June 20, 1865. 

Dr. Hiram Hadley, of Booneville, president, called the meeting to order 
at the appointed time. 

There were present Drs. 9. Hadley, L. S. Wells, W. H. Watson, J. L 
Paine, W. B. Stebbins, Wm. Landt, C. Judson Hill, M. M. Gardner, J. B. 
Johnson and Harrison Willi». Several visitors from abroad were also 
present. 

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. J. D. Johnson, of Kennet Square, Chester county, Penn., was elected 
an honorary member of the Society. 

Dr. Harrison Willis, of Clinton, was elected a member of the Society. 

Dr. C. Judson Hill, who was elected an honorary member on account of 
absence as surgeon in the army, was reinstated a full member of the 
Society. 

Dr. William Landt, committee on clinical medicine, presented a report 
on FerttLSsie, 

' Dr. J. A. Paine, committee on diseases peculiar to women, presented * 
report on ProUxpsus Uferi. 

A discussion* with reference to the causes and prevention of the diseases 
peculiar to women followed the reading of this paper. In the course of 
the discussion it was conceded that a far greater number of t^ie diseases cf 
this class could be readily cured if the treatment were commenced earlj; 
and that recourse to appropriate treatment is often neglected throagli 
ignorance on the part of the patient of the characteristic symptoms whidi 
indicate these maladies. It was suggested that a committee be appointed 
to prepare a short paper or tract suitable for general perusal, giTifig 
briefly the required information. 

Drs. J. A. Paine, W. B. Stebbins and Wm. H. Watson, were appointed 
such committee. 

Dr. L. B. Wells, committee on High Potencies in the TreaimerU of Disetat, 
presented a report, which was accepted and placed on file. 

Dr. W. Warren, committee on clinical medicine, presented a report on 
" Group and its Appropriate TreatmentJ^ 

Dr. J. C. Raymond, committee on clinical medicine, presented a report 
on Typhoid Fever. An animated discussion followed the reading of this 
paper, which was engaged in by most of the gentlemen present. 

Dr. H. Barton Fellows presented a paper on " Acute Eruptive Diseased 
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Dr. H. Willis presented a corarauication entitled ** Pathognomonic and 
Oharaderistic Symptoms,^' by Dr. C. Dunham, of New York. 

Dr. Wm. H. Hoyt, of Syracuse, presented a paper giving in detail the 
symptoms and treatment of an interesting case of disease. 

The treasurer presented bis usual report of receipts and e:i^penditures. 
The report was adopted. 

On motion of Dr. L. B. Wells, a vote of thanks to Drs. Dunham, Hoyt and 
Fellows, was adopted, for their interesting communications, and copies 
requested for preservation in the archives of the Society. 

Dr. L. B. Wells called the attention of the members to the importance of 
eiibscribing at once to the great work on materia medica about to be pub- 
lished by Dr. C. Hering, Dr. Hering will commence the publication of an 
edition in the English language alone as soon as the requisite 'number of 
subscribers (seven hundred) can be secured. 

On motion of Dr. L. B. Wells, Dr. H. M. Paine, of Albany; was elected 
an honorary member of the Society. 

The following committees were then reappointed : 
Dr. Hiram Hadley, Professional Etiqaeite. 
S. 0. Scudder, Surgery. 
On materia medica : 

Dr. D. D. Joslin, Drug Proving in Jefferson county. 
George W. Bailey, Drug Proving in Oneida county. 
J. W. Mower, do do Herkimer do 

On clinical medicine : 

Dr. 0. W. Boyce, Metritis and its Appropriate Treatment. 
E. A. Munger, Phthisis, 
G. B. Palmer, Pneumonia, 
L. B. Waldo, Dysentery, 
William Landt, Pertussis, 
Harrison Willis, Diptheria, 
Woodward Warren, Croup, 
Wm. H. Watson, Syphilis, 
J. C. Raymond, Typhoid fever, 
W. B. Stebbins,* Miasmatic fever, do 
A, Guiwits, Diseases of Children, do 
L. B. Wells, Paralysis. 
On motion, the Society adjourned to meet in Utica on the third Tuesday 
in October next. 



ARTICLE LXXIII. 

Report on Epidemics in Cayuga County. By C. W. Botcb, M. D., of Auburn, K. Y. 

At the time of the appointment of this committee, one year ago, quite a 
general epidemic of typhoid fever, in this county, had just subsided. In an 
experience of seventeen years in Cayuga county, no such general epidemic 
of this fever has been observed. We are not informed that it took any 
particular direction, though it has been often remarked that epidemics do 
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travel from one point to another in this locality. It lingered longest and 
the severest cases were found in the vicinity of the Seneca river, at Port 
Byron, Montezama and Weedsport. In this region, especially in MoBt^ 
zuma, typhoid fever may be considered endemic. The typhoid epidemie 
disappearing, left its influence upon and became complicated with all dis- 
eases that followed. It was engrafted on or became a part and parcel of 
the diphtheria, which for several years past has been very prevalent in this 
vicinity. 

Since the appointment of this committee, scarlet fever has been the most 
prominent epidemic. It commenced early last fall in the southwestern part 
of the county, near Cayuga lake, and traveled slowly in the northeasterly 
direction, visiting especially the towns of Springfield, Fleming, Aubnm, 
Sennett, Throop and Menta, towards Lake Ontario. Many cases became 
malignant at once, and partook of the characters of both the previous epi- 
demics. The mouth and tongue became black on the third day, with grare 
typhoid symptoms in conjunction with enormously swelled glands of tbe 
neck and tonsils. In all severe cases the throat, on examination, was found 
filled with membrane. Many proved fatal, and under allopathic treatment 
nearly all died. Quite a number were saved by passing into the hands of 
physicians of our school. Others were less serious, and recovered witii 
comparatively little treatment. Yet as a whole, it was one of the moet 
extensive and fatal epidemics known in the county. 

Heretofore, in the experience of your committee, the brain was the seat 
of danger in the majority of fatal cases, but now they were of a typhoid 
nature, with diphtheritic complications. The eruption was more like the 
old fashioned Sydenhamian than any other that has ever been observed io 
this locality. Belladonna had a marked influence in the early stages of tbe 
disease, but generally ceased to be useful after the membriUM; had fottued. 
Several remedies were used with various results. Kal. hydrodicum was of 
infinite use when the glands were much swelled. Mercurius biniodatos 
and iodatus were more useful in our experience than all other remedies, 
especially when the inflammation of the throat was of a high grade witii 
circumscribed diphtheritic deposit. Some have found phytolacca decandn 
of the greatest service, both in the throat disease and for the general symp- 
toms. In all cases where it was used, as far as we have observed, the dis- 
ease was soon checked, and the patients convalesced rapidly. PhytolaoM 
has also been used with good results in real diphtheria, and is well spoken 
of by all who have used it. It well repays careful investigation. 

Pneumonia also prevailed as an epidemic during the early part of last 
winter. Several cases died very unexpectedly; among them one patient 
who was pronounced convalescent on Friday and Saturday died on Sunday 
morning, having himself predicted the time of his death. The cases were 
all prone to become typhoid. 

The disease yielded readily to indicated remedies. Bryonia was, per- 
haps, most useful in the first period, followed by tartrate of antimony in 
the second stage. 
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e^>- ' ARTICLE LXXIV. 

1^ , Report of Epidemics in Jefferson County. By L. B. Waldo, M. D., of Adams, N. T* 

^^''' My opportunities for obtaining full and correct information in regard to 
" ^' the prevailing epidemics of the county have been quite limited, mainly from 
*^'^ two causes: First, I am a stranger here; and secondly, there are few 
^^ homoBopathists with whom to consult, and I confer not with the flesh and 

blood of the old school of practice. 

I have learned of no disease prevailing in the county of Jefferson as an 

epidemic except diphtheria. This has prevailed in some localities to a con- 
^"•■i • siderable extent, and both under the old school practice and the 90-called 
^^ eclectic treatment, has been alarmingly fatal. For example, in one neighbor- 
ly' hood, in a country district in the town of Lorraine, Dr. Clark, of Mansilla, had 
jw^ from forty to fifty cases, full half of which were fatal. Dr. Josliu, a meih- 
r: ber of our medical society, lost only four out of one. hundred cases. Dr. 
\is^ Hale (eclectic), of Adam8» has had six fatal cases in two families, three in 
lu each, while the homcBcrpathic practice in the same community has lost none. 
C71 I have had thirty-four cases of diphtheria, all of whom recovered. I have 
fr. also been called a few times in consultation, and have always found nearly 
;?-• the same symptoms prevailing. 
iv The disease has been attended in nearly all cases with a high grade of 

fever, preceded by chills. All complain of their " bones aching,^' and of a 
a: ** cL'agging, pulling sensation about the knee joints.'' In nearly or quite 
r every case there has been considerable swelling of the parotid, sub-mazii- 
:»: lary, and other glands of the fac« and neck; always great enlargement of 
^ the tonsils, and generally elongation of the uvula. The color of the mem- 
^ brane has generally been pure or pearly white; but, in some eases, it has 
^ assumed the brown or leather hue, covering more or less of the tonsils, and 
jr' extending down nearly or quite into the trachea. Dr. Joslin tells me of one 
. case that he attended in which the entire roof of the mouth, including the 
^. tonsils and uvula, were covered with one unbroken patch as tough as 
J. leather, which came off in one piece, taking the entire uvula with it, which 
j^ case became convalescent and was in a fair way of recovery, when by 
.. over-eating a fatal termination ensued. 

Tbelatmbnt. 

Protoiodide of mercury, aconite, and belladonna, have been favorite rem- 
edies with me. I have also used, with great satisfaction, the first decimal 
trituration of bichromate of potash, dissolved in water, and used as a gar- 
gle. Rhus toxicodendron has been of great benefit in manjr cases when 
prostration has been present; nitric and sulphuric acids have been resorted 
to satisfactorily in severe cases marked by offensive odor and great las- 
situde. 

Though I apeak of not having lost a single case of diphtheria, I ought 
to say, in candor, that I do not believe I have had a case of that peculiarly 
fatal type which prevailed in Madison, Chenango, and the southern parts 
of Oneida counties, of which I bad opportunity to see and know something 
while a resident of Madison county. The disease has prevailed to some 
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• 

extent in Watertown under the name of diphtheritic fever, on account of 

the peculiarly high grade of fever — that being the most striking feature, 

rather, than the deposit in the throat. 

Pneumonia has prevailed to a considerable extent in some localities, bat 
rather as an endemic than an epidemic. 

There has also been something of scarlatina in certain localities, but 
limited in extent, and generally mild in character. In fact, we regard our- 
selves as a healthy and hardy as we are a union-abiding people. 



ARTICLE LXXV. 

Report on Materia Medica. Aoddental Proving of Phytolacca decandra. By W. 
Wabbbk, M. D., of LoonTille. 

On the fourteenth day of October, 1864, jwhile in the fields engaged in 
collecting plants, I discovered a fine specimen of phytolacca decandra, and 
succeeded, with some diflSculty, in detaching about a quarter of a pound of 
the root, which was white, succulent, and perfectly free from impurities. 
I then chewed three or four grains of the root, swallowing a small part of 
the juice, but none of the fibrous or solid portion. This occurred about 3 
o'clock p. M. 

I now proceeded directly home, where I arrived about an hour later, and 
immediately began preparing the root for maceration in alcohol. While 
thus engaged, I again cheVed a grain or two of the root and swallowed 
some of the juice. I observed at the same time that the odor of the cut 
and bruised root was very nauseous and offensive. Up to this time I had 
observed no unpleasant effects from the drug. 

At 4 o'clock thirty minutes I felt a dull, pressing pain in the forehead, 
accompanied by slight nausea, with cool perspiration on the forehead and 
feeling of weakness. Partook of an early supper with my usual appetite. 
The nausea and headache were somewhat relieved by eating, but soon re- 
turned with increased severity. 

5.35 p. M. Commenced to vomit ingesta; vomited violently at intervals 
of ten or fifteen minutes; nausea relieved and pain in the forehead increased 
by vomiting; dull, bruised pain in the occiput; constant flow from naouth, 
.throat, and salivary glands of a thick, ropy, tenacious secretion. 

6.20 p. M. Vomitfd an acrid substance, which caused a feeling of scrap- 
ing and excoriation in the throat; cool perspiration, especially on the fore- 
head and hands; great muscular debility and lassitude, with desire to lay 
down. , 

7 p. H. Continued acrid vomiting; took a glass of warm water to pre- 
vent the empty retching, which was becx)ming vei^y painful; muscular weak- 
ness increasing; cool perspiration; pain through the whole head of a doll 
character; feeling of rawness and excoriation in the throat; all the symp- 
toms worse on motion and in the open air, except the headache, which was 
relieved in the open air. 

7.35 p. M. Drank another glass of warm water and vomited again in tea 
minutes; vertigo, dizziness of vision now began to be manifest; drank a 
cup of strong coffee at 8 p. m., which the stomach rejected in fifteen minutes; 
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vertigo and impairment of the vision increasing, as, also, debility and 
trembling on motion; all tbe symptoms relieved while lying down, except 
the scraping and excoriation of the throat and the expectoration of tena- 
cious saliva; jsleep restless and disturbed, during the first half of the night, 
by scraping and tickling in the throat, which occasioned a frequent dispo- 
sition to cough. . ^ 

October 15th. Feeling a lassitude and indisposition to move; sensation 
of rawness and scraping in the throat and tonsils, as if something had 
lodged at the root of the tongue; feeling of intoxication and weakness on 
rising and walking about; appetite at breakfast about as usual; all the 
symptoms relieved by eating, especially those in the throat; sickly looking 
countenance; sclerotica and face of a dark yellow color; bruised and sore 
feeling at the pit of the stomach, with pain in the same place. 

October Hth. Symptoms which can be attributed to the action of the 
drug have all disappeared. 



ARTICLE LXXVI. 

Report on Materia Medica. Proyings of Baptisia. By Hiram Hadlst, M. D., of 

Boonville. 

January 26th. Took ton drops of tincture of baptisia. In a short time 
I experienced a dryness and roughness of the pharynx, extending to the 
nares, with a stringent sensation, followed after a little by an increased 
secretion from the parts, especially the pharynx; dull pain at the pit of the 
stomach and constriction of the diaphragm. 

January S&th, 10 o'clock a. m. Took fifteen drops. Experienced the 
same sensations in the fauces, stomach, and diaphragm; dull pain in the 
sternum; pain in tbe right lung, continuing some time; less pain in the left 
lung, with some soreness; slight pain in the right frontal sinus; an increas- 
ed flow of saliva in the evening. 

January 30th, 10 o'clock a. m. Took twenty drops. In a short time an 
increased secretion of saliva, followed by slight pain in the right^lung; 
slight pain in the frontal sinuses, mostly in the right side. In the morning 
an increased flow of saliva of a pleasant taste. 

February 4th. Took twenty-five drops. Soon after felt a dryness of thei 
fauces, followed, in about an hour, by an increased secretion of mucus; soon 
experienced a slight pain in the right lung. In the afternoon had dull pain 
in the anterior lobes of the brain and in the right frontal sinus; sensation 
of weight and oppression in the precordial regions, with a feeling of un- 
satisfied breathing. At six o'clock oppressed breathing, cough, soreness 
of right lung, and sneezing; increased secretion from the bronchial tubes 
and fauces, with expectoration of mucus. 

February 5th. My daughter, aged twenty, took fifteen drops, which pro- 
duced a severe pain in frontal sinuses, follpwed by sneezing. In the after- 
noon, tightness of the chest, fullness of the throat, difficulty of breathing, 
and a dispositon to cough — quite troublesome; pain in the whole anterior 
part of the head and in the forehead; prostration and increased perspiration 
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upon the least exertion. In the evening the respiration freer and cotig'h 
gone; lungs feel easier and stronger than usnal. 

She was cored by this proving of a tronblesome cough of long standing. 



ARTICLE LXXVII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. The Basis of Treatment. By Cahboix Dunhax, M. D*, 

of New Yoik. 

Hahnemann throughout his works takes every opportunity to urge the 
insufSciency of a pathological theory of the nature of a disease as the basis 
of the treatment. He everywhere urges that the only sure indication for 
every case is to be found in the totality of the syifUptoms which the case 
presents. One would think that nothing could be more clear and con- 
vincing than his arguments on this subject. 

His opponents declared that his method ignored medical science, left no 
scope for pathology and diagnosis, and reduced therapeutics to adegradin^ 
mechanical comparison of symptoms. Very many homoeopath is ts have so 
far deviated from Hahnemann's method as to endeavor to blend, with the 
use of his doses and remedies, an application of pathology as a basis of 
treatment. This endeavor can never be successful, inasmuch as the func- 
tion of pathology is to furnish, not an indication for medical treatment, but 
simply a means of elucidating and collating the symptoms. The result has 
been a sad falling off from the standard of success in practice which was 
established by Hahnemann and his pupils. The points at issue are illus- 
trated by the following case: 

Willie M., four years old, was brought to me December 3, 1863. He had 
been healthy since February, 1863, when he is reported to have had a long 
attack of gastric fever, from which he finally recovered with the affection 
about to be described. This was a dyspnoea and wheezing, distinctly per- 
ceptible at all times when the child was awake, and which, on making any 
exertion, were very much aggravated, and resulted in an attack of convul- 
sive cough with diQcult inhalation, the whole paroxysm resembling pre- 
cisely what is described as Millar's asthma or Laryngismus stridulus. It 
was remarked that the child seemed to be free from dyspnoea when sleep- 
ing soundly, but at no other time. On waking in the morning he bad 
always a bard fit of coughing, during which he sometimes raised a little 
tenacious mucus. His appetite was good, though somewhat capricious. 
He was considerably emaciated; his spirits were good, and he often at- 
tempted to join in the sports of other children, but was obliged soon to 
desist, because of the dyspnoea and cough which every physical exertion 
caused and which greatly fatigued him. On percussion and auscultation 
the lungs were found resonant; the respiratory murmur was, of course, 
masked by the loud wheezing. 

The child had been taken, in September, to Prof. A. Clark, of New York, 
who, after careful and repeated examinations, had given a written diag- 
nosis — ''Chronic Laryngismus." He gave a very unfavorable prognosis 
and the advice to avoid all medication, save only a dose of some anti- 
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' epasmodic during the violent attacks of dyepncaa. This advice had not 
been followed. The child had been, throughout his illness, under what I 
regard as very skilful homcBopathic trealmeut. I had once seen him in 
consultation, but had not been able to suggest anything that provqd of 
service to him« 

When now placed under my sole care, I well knew that the child had 
already taken, without benefit, every remedy which has symptoms at all 
resembling Millar's asthma or any spasmodic affection of the respiratory 
organs. And it was also evident, on even a cursory examination, that no 
one of these remedies was clearly indicated by the symptoms of the case. 

I therefore resolved to follow, as implicitly as I could, the advice given 
by Hahnemann for the examination of the patient and the selection of the 
remedy. Dismissing from my mind, then, every notion concerning the seat 
aud probable pathological nature of the disease, I examined the patient 
and made the following record of the symptoms which he presented. 

1. Child emaciated, flesh soft, skin inclined to be yellow (naturally fair — 
a' blond) and dry. 

2. Appetite very good ; always calls for food as soon as a coughing fit 
begins in the morning or forenoon. 

3. The right hypochondrium hard, distended, tender to the touch, painful 
on exertion and when ho coughs. The right shoulder is elevated and the 
spinal column laterally curved ; dullness on percussion on the right side, 
extending three fingers' breadth below the margin of the ribs. 

4. Distension of the epigastrium which is tympanitic on percussion, and 
tender to the touch. 

5. Much rumbling of flatus in tbe abdomen. 

6. Frequent ineffectual desire for stool ; stool scanty and dry, occurring 
once daily or once in two days. 

7. Cough dry ; sometimes in the morning a very little tenacious sputa ; 
always a coughing fit in the morning on waking ; he has to sit up to 
cough ; cough excited by eating and drinking, by rapid motion, by exer- 
tion, by crying or talking. The cough hurts his right side. 

8. Constant wheezing and dyspnoea aggravated by exertion and by 
lying down, relieted during sleep. 

The tender 9kge of the patient rendered it impossible to obtain many 
subjective sym^ptoms, such as usually facilitate tbe individualization of 
cases, and the determination of the appropriate remedy. 

Before proceeding further in the narration of the case, I desire to say a 
word upon its pathology. The symptoms are before us : what shall our 
diagnosis be F Is the case one of spasmodic laryngeal disease, complicated 
by certain gastroenteric and hepatic affections ? Or, is it a chronic hepa- 
titis, complicated by laryngismus ? Which affection is primary, and which 
secondary ? What relation do the groups of symptoms bear to each other 7 
Prof. Clarke seems to have adopted the former view, regarding the gastro- 
hepatic troubles as secondary, if indeed he paid any attention whatever to 
this complication. The homoeopathic physicians who preceded me proba- 
bly adopted the same view and based their treatment upon it. Now if in 
80 doing they had happened to take a correct pathological view, the result 
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might have been favorable ; or if they had adopted and acted upon the 
second hypothesis, and this had chanced to be the correct view, the result 
might have been favorable. 

But is it not obvious to every candid mind, that, in either case, success 
in the treatment based upon a pathological consideration of the case amst 
depend on the correctness of the pathological hypothesis — a matter in 
which certainty can never be attained. 

On the other hand, if we throw aside, as irrelevant, the entire series of 
questions as to which is the primary disease, and which is the secondary — 
which the original malady and which the complication — if we say to our- 
selves : '' Here is a sick child ; let us examine and record those points in 
which he differs from a healthy child/' we get the series of symptoms above 
recited, which are facts, indisputable, unmistakable, the result of pure 
observation. If now, without hypothesis or speculation, we seek to find 
and do find a remedy which presents a series of symptoms corresponding ' 
closely to those of the patient, experience justifies us in believing that we 
shall have reached the utmost possible certainty of correctly selecting the 
remedy. 

Comparing the symptoms with the Materia Medica, we perceive at once 
that the remedies whose names are usually associated with Millar's Asthma, 
Laryngismus, etc., viz : sambucus, spongia, cina, lachesis, hepar, stann. 
chlorine, etc., etc., do not cover the case having but little correspondence 
with groups 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 6. 

Nux vomica, on the other hand, covers these groups very well, as will 
be seen by comparing .Materia Medica. In addition, it has violent par- 
oxysms of cough in the morning very early (676 and 677), excited by motion 
and exertion (670, 671, 672), producing pain in the epigastric zone (689), 
and accompanied by a desire to eat (my own observation). 
It has also a weil-marked dyspnoea. 

The correspondence was so close that I had no hesitation in giving nux 
vomica. 

Dec. 9, four powders of the ••"th were given, to be taken every night, 
and the patient to report in ten days. 

Dec. 21, the report was brought to me, that the child had no more wheez- 
ing nor dyspnoea ; had been free from cough for five days, can play long 
and vigorously without inconvenience, is regular in his bowels, complains 
no longer of pain or tenderness in the hypochondrium — ^in fact seems to be 
perfectly well. 

He deranged the digestion by eating candy at Christmas, and had a 
slight return of pain in the hypochondrium, which a dose of sulphur re- 
lieved. He has ever since been entirely free from dyspnoea and laryngeal 
spasm, and is in the enjoyment of robust and perfect health. 

If such a mode of practice as this be, as is charged, unscientific — ^if it 
ignore the sciences of pathology and diagnosis as bases of treatment — thus 
much at least may be said in its favor, that it far surpasses every other 
method in the facilities it affords for the fulfilment of one not unimportant 
object of the physician — the cure of the patient. 
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ONONDAGA COUNTY HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Article 78. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864. 

.79. Report of tl^p Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, 
comprising:, 

A. Proceedings of the Semi-annual Meeting held October 18, 

1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting held May 2, 1866, 

by the Secretary, W. A. Hawlby, M. D., of Syracuse. 

80. Tabular List of Homoeopathic Physicians in Onondaga County, 

from 1842 to 1865, by A. R. Morgan, M. D., of Syracuse. 

81. Report on Clinical Medicine, Unequal Development of Twins, 

by B. B. ScHENCK, M. D., of Plainville. 

82. Report on Clinical Medicine, Case of Phthisis Pulmonalis, by 

W. A. Hawley, M. D., of Syracuse. 

ARTICLE LXXVIII. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS ELECTED MAY 3, 1864. 

Dr. William A. Hawley . Syracuse President. 

W. Henry Hoyt .... do Vice President. 

A. R. Morgan ...... do Sec'y and Treasurer.^ 

CENSORS. 

Dr. W. Henry Hoyt .... Syracuse. Onondaga county. 

Lyman Clary do do 

William R. Brown . . Homer Cortland county. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. W. Henry Hoyt, Dr. W. R. Brown, 

Dr. A. R. Morgan. 

DELEGATES TO THE OSWEGO COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. A. R. Morgan, Dr. H. V. Miller. 

DELEGATES TO THE OI^EIDA COUNTY HOMOEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. L. Clary, Dr. J. G. Bigelow. 

DELEGATES TO THE CAYUGA COUNTY HOM<EOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Wm. A. Hawley, Dr. W. Henry Hoyt. 

DELEGATES TO THE WAYNE COUNTY HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Thomas Y. Kinne, Dr. J. W. Sheldon. 

COMMnTEES. 

Dr. Wm. R Brown, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
Charles Baker, Materia Medica. 
A. R. Morgan, Theory and Practice. 
Thomas Y. Kinne, Treatment of Surgical cases. 
J. G. Bigelow, Obstetrics. 
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Dr. Win. H. Hoyt, Diseases of Children. 

B. B. Schenck, Diseases of Women. 

Lyman Clary, Henry C. Hnbbard and George H. Greeley, Pre- 
vailing Epidemics. 

Wm. A. Hawlcy, Correspondence with life insurance coia|»- 
nies respecting the appointment of homoeopatliic physicians 
as medical examiners. 

A. R. Morgan, on Publication. 

OrFICERS ELECTED MAT 2, 1865. 

Dr. W. Henry Hoy t . • . • Syracuse President. 

Joshua G. Bigelow. . do Vice President. 

William A. Hawley . Sec'y and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga county. 

B. B. Schenck Plainville do 

Henry C. Hubbard. . Scott Cortland county. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOlCOCOPATfilO IfBDIOAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. W. Henry Hoyt, Dr. A. R. Morgan, 

Dr. W. R. Brown. 

DELEGATES TO THE OKEIDA COUNTY HOMCKOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. W. Henry Hoyt, Dr. H. V. Miller. 

DELEGATES TO THE OSWEGO COUNTY HOIKKOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. J. G. Bigelow, Dr. A. R. Morgan. 

DELEGATES TO THE CAYUGA COUNTY HOMCKOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. L. Clary, Dr. H. C. Hubbard. 

DELEGATES TO THE WAYNE COUNTY HOMCKOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. R. D. Rhodes, Dr. Jay W. Sheldon. 

COMMITTEES. 

Dr. B. B. Schenck, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
J. G. Bigelow, Materia Medica. 
H. C. Hubbard, Theory and Practice of medicine. 

C. H. Weaver, Surgery. 
Lyman Clary, Obstetrics. 

R. D. Rhodes, Diseases peculiar ib Women. 
H* V. Miller, Prevailing Epidemics, 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. L. B. Wells Utica Oneida county. 

J. C. Raymond do do 

G. B. Palmer East Hamilton Madison county. 

T. D wight Stow ... * Fulton Oswego county. 

D. I. Chafifee Palermo do 

H. Barton Fellows . . Sennett Cayuga county. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Lyman Clary Syracuse .' Onondaga county. 

W. Henry Hoyt .... do do 

Joshua G. Bigelow . . do do 

William A. Hawley • do . • • '. do 
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Dr. Tho. Y. Kinne Syracnse Onondaga connty. 

H.V.Miller Memphis do 

Charles Baker Fayetteville do 

Geo. H. Greeley .... do do 

B. B. Schenck Plainville do 

Henry C. Hubbard . . Scott Cortland county. 

A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga county. 

W. R. Brown Homer Cortland county. 

Jay W. Sheldon .... Syracuse Onondaga county. 

R. D. Rhodes. . . . » . . Marcellus do 

E. D. Leonard Newberu North Carolina. 

C. H. Weaver Camillus Onondaga county. 

The annual meeting is held on the fifst Tuesdayof May; the semi-annual 
on the third Tuesday of October. 



ARTICLE LXXIX. 

Report of the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising 

A. Proceedings of the Semi-Annual Meeting, held October 18, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting, held May 2, 1865. 

By the Secretary, W. A. Hawlbt, M. D., of Syracuse. 

A. 

Proceedings of the Semi-Annual Meetino. 

The regular semi-annual meeting of this society, adjourned from Oct. 18, 
1864, was held at Syracuse, 25th October, 1864, 10 o'clock a. m. 

The President, Dr. Wm. A. Hawley, called the meeting to order. 

Present— Drs. \V. H. 'Hoyt, J. G. Bigelow, L. Clary, Tho. Y. Kinne, A. 
R. Morgan, H. V. Miller, H. C. Hubbard, J. W. Sheldon and R. D. Rhodes. 
Also present, as delegates from other counties, Drs. L. B. Wells, J. C. Ray- 
mond and G. B. Palmer, of Oneida; Drs T Dwight Stow, and Chaffee, of 
Oswego, and Dr. Fellows, of Cayuga. 

The minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

On motion the regular order of business was suspended in order to listen 
to the reading of communications. 

A communication was received from Dr. W. Warren, of Oneida, contain- 
ing a report entitled "An accidental proving of Phytolacca decandra.'' 

Dr. J. C. Raymond, of Utica, furnished the report of a case of congestion 
of the brain, with paralysis and death. 

A communication from Dr. Caulkins, of Cayuga county, was read, giving 
his experience in medical practice before adopting homoeopathy, and also 
his personal observation of medical practice as it now exists in the army. 

Dr. C. W. Boyce, of Auburn, furnished an important article entitled 
"Observations on Spigelia." 

The latter paper called out remarks from Eeveral of the members, who 
related their clinical experience with Spigelia. 

Dr. Stow, of Fulton,. gave the details of a very interesting cure of a case 
of chronic ophthalmia, with severe neuralgic pain and partial opacity of the 
cornea, which, after resisting for several weeks, the treatment by the ordi- 
nary remedies, yielded promptly; in one or two days, to Spigelia. 
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On motion of Dr. Hoyt, the following preamble and resolutions v^ere 
adopted: 

Whereas, It has been repeatedly stated by opponents of oar school, thai 
several of the Life Insurance Companies decline appointing, as medical 
examiners, physicians who are engaged in the practice of homoeopathy, aud 

Whereas^ Said report is derogatory to the dignity, honor and ability of a 
large and influential body of intelligent men, members of the regular medi- 
cal profession; therefore, be it 

Resolved J That a committee be appointed to confer with any sncli Life 
Insurance Companies transacting business in the State of New York, for 
the purpose of ascertaining the truth or falsity of said statement. 

Besolved, That silence in regard to the above query, upon the part of any 
of the interrogated Companies shall be deemed as presumptive evidence of 
the truth of said report, so far as each delinquent is concerned. 

Resolved, That said committee be and hereby are instructed to report the 
results of said correspondence to the New York State Homoeopathic Medi- 
cal Society, at their next annual meeting in February, 1865, for considera- 
tion and action. 

Dr. Wm. A. Ilawley was, on motion of Dr. Hoyt, appointed said com- 
mittee. 

Adjourned until two o'clock. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

A communication was received from Prof Carroll Dunham, announcing 
the forthcoming work on Materia Medica, and urging upon the members of 
this Society immediate co-operation by sending their subscriptions to the 
author, 112 North Twelfth street, Philadelphia. 

Dr. Dunham, P. P. Wells and B. Fincke have been appointed a special 
committee to revise the German text into English. 

Dr. Morgan moved the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That while we hail with satisfaction the announcement that a 
new Materia Medica, by that most competent homoeopathic physician, Con- 
stantind Hering, M. D., is nearly ready for the press, we regard the pro- 
position to print the same matter twice, or English and German " in oppt>- 
site columns," with regret, deeming it undesirable and inexpedient^ 
inasmuch as it involves an enormous increase in the cost, and will result 
in an unwieldly and cumbersome work, thus necessarily retarding its sale 
and limiting its usefulness. 

Resolved, That we have entire confidence in the faithfulness of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Homoeopathic Publication Societj^ organised at Phila- 
delphia, June 1st, 1864, under whose supervision the work is to be issued, 
and in their ability to give us accurate translations of German provings, 
and that an edition in the English language alone is very desirable. Adopted. 

Dr. Bigelow moved that a contribution of one dollar be solicited from 
each member to defray the expenses of the society. * Adopted. 

The following resolutions were then moved and adopted: 

Resolved, That we are in favor of a re-organization of The American 
Institute of HomosopaJthy, so as to make it a delegated body, representing 
State and county societies. 

Resolved, That at the next session of said American Institute, all mem- . 
bers of the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, who are now 
members of the former body, be instructed to use their influence in con- 
formity with the above resolution. 

E. D. Leonard, M. D., was elected a member of the society. 
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The following gentlemen were elected honorary members of the society: 
Drs. Wells, Raymond, Palmer, Chaffee, Stow and Fellows. 

Dr. Morgan presented a report on the Homoeopathic Theory and Practice. 

Dr. Schenck read a novel and interesting report describing a case of 
** incongruous twinning," one child being born forty-five days after the 
other — both now living. 

Dr. Sheldon also presented a detailed report corroborating the above 
report of Dr. Schenck. 

Dr. Hubbard read a remarkable proving upon himself of " electro-mag. 
netism." 

Dr. Hoyt reafl a report on diseases of children, also, report of a case of 
poisoning by *^red vulcanite." 

Dr. Stow gave an account of several important and interesting clinical 
cases from practice, which drew forth an animated discussion. 

Dr. Wells, of Utica, read an able report on " high potencies," which 
elicited remarks from several members, highly commendatory of the high 
attenuations. 

Dr. Palmer presented an instructive paper describing a clinical case from 
his own practioe. 

Prof. Carroll Dunham forwarded a paper entitled "Pathognomonic 
Symptoms and Characteristic Symptoms," in which he maintained with his 
accustomed ability, the position that pathological distinctions were inferior 
to characteristic symptoms, as a guide in therapeutics. 

The President read a well digested original essrty on the alternation 
of remedies — assuming that the question was not yet settled. 

On motion of Dr. Clary, the Secretary was appointed a committee on 
publication. 

The following members were duly appoftited delegates to other county 
societies, viz: 

DELEGATES TO ONEIDA COUNTY. 

Dr. Clary, Dr. Bigelow. 

DELEGATES TO OSWEGO COUNTY. 

Dr. Morgan, Dr. Miller. 

DELEGATES TO CAYUGA COUNTY. 

Dr. Hawley, Dr. Hoyt. 

DELEGATES TO WAYNE COUNTY. 

Dr. Kinne, Dr. Sheldon. 

The thanks of the society were extended to those gentlemen from other 
localities who had kindly favored ns with their pretence and their valuable 
communications. 

The society then adjourned to meet at Syracuse on the first Tuesday in 
May, 1865, at 10 o'clock a. h. 

B. 

Proceedings of the Third Annual Meeting. 
The third annual meeting of this Society convened at Syracuse, on Tues- 
day, the second day of May, 1865, at 10 o'clock a. h., the president, Dr. 
Hawley, in the chair. 
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On calling the roll, the following gentlemen auBwered to their names : 

Drs. A. R. Morgan, W. H. Hoyt, W. A. Hawley, L. Clary, of Syracuse ; 
J. G. Bigelow, George Jff. Greely, R. D. Rhodes, J. W. Sheldon. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and adopted. 

The application of Dr. G. H. Weaver, of Camillus, was received, and 
after due consideration, he was elected a member of the Society. 

The following gentlemen were present as honorary members and repre- 
sentatives of other societies : Oswego County Homoeopathic Medical So* 
ciety — Dis. T. D. Stow and D. J. Chaffee ; Cayuga County Homcsopathic 
Society— Dr. H. B. Fellows. 

On motion of Dr. Clary, they were invited to take part in the exercises. 

Dr. Hawley, as special committee on life insurance, reported that he had 
performed the duties assigned him at the last semi-annuaT meeting, and 
had reported, as he was instructed, to the Stale Society. 

Dr. Morgan moved that the report be accepted and the committee dis- 
charged. Carried. 

Dr. Morgan, as committee on the theory and practice of medicine, read 
a very interesting paper entitled, " A glance at the dangers that beset us." 

Dr. Hubbard, as committee on epidemics, reported on ''Epidemics in 
Cortland county." 

Dr. Fellows read an interesting paper on Potencies. 

Drs. Stow and Chaffee made verbal reports of interesting cases which 
had come under their own observation. 

The Society then adjourned for dinner. 

Afternoon Session. 

On reassembling after dinner, Dr. L. B. Wells, of the Oneida County 
Society, and Dr. C. W. Boyce, of the Cayuga County Society, appeared and 
were invited to join in the deliberations of the meeting. 

A communication was read from Dr. Foote, of Franklin county, entitled, 
"A case of diphtheritic inflammation of the uterus." 

Dr. Hawley reported a case ol extensive diphtheritic exudation upon the 
mucous surfaces of the vagina and vulva, extending entirely across the 
perineum, while the throat and air-passages were wholly unaffected. The 
case was that of a child between two and three years old, and proved fatal. 

Dr. Fellows spoke of a case of diphtheria, in which pseudo membranes 
were discharged from the vagina. 

Drs. Wells and Fellows both spoke in praise of the phytolacca decandra 
in diphtheria, especially when there is a great deposit of pseudo membranes, 
with much soreness of the throat and pain in the hips extending down the 
thighs. p 

Papers were read from Drs. Bruchhausen, of. Norwich, and Bishop, of 
Lockport. ' 

A report was also read from Dr. Mungcr, of Oneida county, of the cure 
of two cases of sciofulous ophthalmia by high potencies, after they had long 
resisted allopathic treatment and horaoBopathic remedies ^n low attenua- 
tions. 

He also reported the cure of hydrocele in a phild, by high potencies. 

Dr. Wells gave interesting accounts of the cure of purpura haemorrhagi- 
ca, by phosphorus***. 
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Dr. Boyce's reports of cures made bj the two handredth potency, were 
exceedingly interesting. 

The annual address was then delivered by the president, Dr. Hawley, in 
vrhich he showed that the meetings of the Society might be rendered of 
greater importance and utility to the members and to the profession at 
large. 

The folio \sring gentleman were elected oflScers for the ensuing year : 

Dr. W. Henry Hoyt President. 

J. G. Bigelow Vice-President. 

W. A. Hawley Secretary and Treasmrer. 

CENSORS. 

Drs. A. R. Morgan, B. B. Scbenck, H. C. Hubbard. 

The following committees were appointed by the chair : 

Dr. B. B. Schenck, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 
J. G. Bigelow, Materia Me(£ica. 
H. C. Hubbard, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
C. H. Weaver, Surgery. 
L. Clary, Obstetrics. 
R. D. Rhodes, Diseases of Women. 
H. V. Miller, Prevailing Epidemics. 
Dr. A. R. Morgan was appointed to deliver the address at next semi- 
annual meeting. 

The following delegates to other societies were appointed : 

ONEIDA COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Hoyt, Dr. Miller. 

OSWBGO COUNTY HOHOSOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Bigelow, Dr. Morgan. 

CAYUGA COUNTY H0M(E0PATHI.0 MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Clary, Dr. Hubbard. 

WAYNE COUNTY HOMCBOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Rhodes, Dr. Sheldon. 

A vote of thanks was unanimously tendered to the representatives of 
other societies for the interest which their presenoe and remarks had given 
to the meeting. 

The society then adjourned, feeling that the meeting had been one of 
unusual profit and interest to all present. 
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ARTICLE LXXX. 

Tabular List of PhysidaDS in Onondaga County, N. T., from 1842 to 1865. 



Navx. 



H. HuIICator 

BfMtns Hamphreys . 

E. H. Laman 

I. G. Loomis 

L. M Traoy 

Lyman Clary 

£. T. Richardson.. . 

Lewis MoOarty 

Elisha Roberts 

George Hard 

S. Seward 

L. B. Wells 

H.Doty 

L. B. Hall 

W. Henry Hoy t .... 

E. D. Williams... . 

C. W. Boyee 

CM. Dake 

J. G. Bigelow 

Geo. F. Foote 

Silas Bailey 

W. L. Woodbury... 
— MoGonegal. . . . 

W. R. Gorton 

Ohas. Baker 

A. R. Morgan 

Wm. A. Hawley.... 

F. Bigelow 

Kurd 

Mortimer Slocam.. . 
Chas. F. Butler . . . . 
H. V. Miller 

B. D. Leonard 

P. COTill 

Albert W. Phillips . 

Painter 

Geo. H. Greely 

J. M. Man waring . . 
Chas. H. Weaver... 

Tho. Y. Kinne 

J. W.Sheldon .. .. 



Gom'eneed 

practice of 

Homoso- 

pathy. 



System 

first 
adopted. 



1842. 
1843. 
1843. 
1844. 
1844. 
1845. 
1845. 
1845. 
1845. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1846. 
1847. 
1847. 
1849. 



1850. 
1851. 
1851. 
1852. 



1852. 
1853. 
1853. 
1854. 
1855. 
1858. 
1861. 
1861. 
1860. 
1861. 



1863. 
1863. 
1863. 
1868. 
1864. 



Allo'thy 

00 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 
Horn. 
All. 

do 

do 

do • 



AU. 

do 
Horn. 

do 

do 

do . 

do 
All. 
Horn. 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 

da 

do 

do 

do 

do 

do 



Where Graduated. 



Genera, N. Y.. 
Fairfield, N.Y(T) 
Genera, N. Y . 
Fairfield, N. Y. 
Fairfield, N.Y.(?) 
Pittsfield, Mass 
Col.Phy.ASur.NY 

Gastleton, Vt ..!! 
• 

Fairfield, N.Y..! 

• , ,,,, 

• ,,, 

Pittsfield, Mass . . 

Gastleton, Vt 

• 

Hom.M.Col.N.Y. 
Genera, N. Y .... 
Hom.M. Col. Phil. 
Genera, N.Y .... 



UnirersityofN.Y. 



Bbilajkks. 



Hom.M. Col. Phil. 
Albatiy, N. Y .... 
Hom.M. Col. !Pkil. 

• i 

do do I 
do do 
Hom.M.Col.N.Y.' 
do do 



do 
do 
do 
do 
do 



Cler.O.,' 
Chi. III.; 
Cler. ..! 
N.Y. ..t 
do 



Jeff. School, Phil. 
Albany, N.Y.... I 
Hom.M. Col.Cl.O.,! 



Still in practice at Syra. 
Deceased. 

Deoeased. 

Remored to Mil., Wis. 

Still in practice at Syra. 

Remored to Brooklyn^N.Y. 

Deoeased. 

Deceased. 

Deceased. 

Still in prao., Syra., N. Y. 

Remored to Uttca* N. Y. 

Remored to Delaware Co. 

Deoeased. 

In practice at Syra., N. Y. 

Unrecognised. 

In practice at AubariiyN.Y. 

Genera, N. Y. 

In practice, Syra., N. Y. 

Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Toledo, Ohio. 

In practice, Fulton, K. Y. 

In practice, N. Y. City. 

In prac. Skaneatelea, N.Y. 

Retired from practice. 

In practice, Syra., N. Y. 

In practice, Syra., N*. Y. 

In practice at Toledo, 0. 

In practice at Rooh., N.Y. 

Remored West. 

Deceased. 

Practising, Memphis, N.Y. 

Prac. at f ayetterilIe,N.Y. 

Retired. 

Practising at Derby, Gobs. 

Ohio. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 

U. S. A. 

In prac. at Gamillus, N. Y. 

U. 6. A., Asst. Surreon. 

In prao. as Syra., N. Y. 



ARTICLE LXXXI. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Unegual Derelopment of Twins. By Bekjajciit 6. 
ScHBircr, U, D., of Plainville, N. Y. 

The following narrative of a case from practice is one of more thau usual 
interest on account of its rare occurrence: 

Mrp F., aged thirty-six, a resident of this town, has borne nine children. 
In consequence of irregular menstruation she has never been able to deter- 
mine the date of the comraercement of gestation, except by means of the 
period of quickening. At the expiration of seven and a half months of the 
tenth gestation, she was delivered of a male child, weighing a little less 



* The Secretary of the Onondaga County Homcsopathio Medical Society was uaable to i 
tain (in time for this publioation) the alma mater of the abore physicians. 
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than four pounds. A child born next preceding this one was just two years 
of age. As was customary in previous confinements, the assistance of 
neighboring women only seemed necessary; the after-pains continuing, 
ho^w^ever, quite severe after the discharge of the membranes and placenta. 
On the following day the services of a physician were obtained, to whom 
she expressed a belief that still another child remained in the uterus. The 
physician assured her of the extreme improbability of such an occurrence. 
The lochial discharge soon appeared as in ordinary cases, but the secretion 
of milk was scanty, not sufficient to supply the demands of the infant. In 
less than one week she resumed accustomed duties about the house, not, 
however, without considerable inconvenience, produced by a sensation of a 
weight and oppression in the abdomen, greater than on any previous 
occasion. 

At the expiration of forty-five and one-half days she was again seized 
with labor pains, and was soon delivered of a fine, healthy boy, weighing 
eight pounds. 

Convalescence speedily ensued; an abundant secretion of milk supplied 
the wants of both the twins, the elder of whom, at this time, had increased 
in weight only a single ounce. He began to thrive rapidly, but now, at 
the expiration of one year, he is still inferior in size and appearance to his 
younger brother. 



ARTICLE LXXXII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Phthisis Pulmonalis. By Williax A. Hawlbt, 

M. D., of Syracuse. 

I suppose every man \^ho has undertaken to practice the art of healing, 
feels at times a want ot satisfaction in the use of remedies, and a sense of 
uncertainty as to the curative action of drugs, such as to lead him some- 
times, if not often, into a condition of skepticism in regard to medicine, 
which makes his daily labor a weariness to the flesh. Sometimes, however, 
he is permitted to witness such brilliant and indubitable efifects that he gets 
conrageL and strength with which to labor for many a common day. Not 
only does he find encouragement from such cases in his own experience, 
but it is an aid to his hope and a stimulus to his industry to get authentic 
accounts of the success of others. This consideration leads me to give you 
to-day a report of such a case from the records of my own practice. 

On the 5th day of May, 1861, I was called to see E. S., a little girl of 
Bome nine or ten summers. An examination resulted in the following 
notes: 

Great emaciation, with excessive paleness and dinginess of countenance; 
dallness on percussion, quite marked over part of the right lung, complete 
over the base, and slight over the upper lobe of the left lung; bronchial 
respiration at the upper part of both lungs, very marked in the right, with 
perfect silence at the base; respiration hurried and performed entirely by 
the chest muscles; hectic chill every day, followed by considerable fever; 
very profuse sweat during sleep day or night; listlessness, with no dispo- 
sition to play like other children; tongue clean and pale; appetite varia- 

[Assem. No. 161.] 22 
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ble; desire for acids; bowels regular; urine scanty and very high colored, 
with white mucous sediment on standing; pulse 124, very small; nails 
hooked, the fingers looking as if terminating in balls, very marked, a symp- 
tom, by the way, which is always regarded as certainly diagnostic of con- 
firmed phthisis, and which I never before saw cured. 

After a careful study of the case, I presented arsenicum 6 and phospho- 
rus 6, in alternation, once in two or three hours. The next day. May 6th, 
I continued the same. Visiting her again on the 7th, and finding no 
improvement, I gave her sulphur** once in six hours, followed on the 9Ui 
by china* once in two hours for two more days, when the sulphur was 
resumed and continued to the 14th. Then, still getting no positive mitiga- 
tion of the symptoms, and feeling that the indications were to control the 
extreme prostration and sweating if possible, 1 went back to arsenicum*, 
once in two hours. This was continued with relief from the chills, and 
perhaps a little mitigation of sweating, up to the 20th. Still, there was do 
such improvement as to give me any encouragement, and, with the feeling 
that the case was almost if not utterly hopeless, I carefully re-studied it, 
and concluded to give her a single dose of sulphur'**, followed by saa 
lac. once in two hours, and await the result. In a very few days I had the 
satisfaction of seeing a marked improvement. The sweating ceased, the 
lungs begun to be cleared out, and all the symptoms were so much improved 
that on the 28th she walked to my office, a distance of at least half a mile, 
and back. I continued the sac. lac. till the 1st of June, when the improve- 
ment seeming to have ceased, she took another dose of sulphur'**, with 
sac. lac, till the 6th, when, complaining of some return of the chills, a single 
dose of arsenicum***, and repeated on the llth, was the last medicine she 
had. About the 1st of July she was discharged cured. Her cough was 
gone, her respiration perfect, flesh restored, fingers tapered off nicely, nails 
straightened, and she was as playful as other children of her age. I hare 
frequently seen her since, and to-day she is as healthy looking as any child 
you may meet. 

This case seems to me to illustrate beautifully the wisdom of allowiog 
remedies to exhaust their action before repetition in such chronic cases, as 
well as to demonstrate the efficacy of high attenuations, even when the 
lower have failed. It is to such cases as this that one can always look ia 
hours of despondency and doubt and find encouragement for renewed 
application and labor. If it shall give like encouragement to any others, 
the object of this writing will have been fully accomplished. 
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SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE LXXXIII. 

List of OfSoers, Delegates, and Members, 1864. 

OFFICERS ELECTED OCTOBER 19, 1864. 

Dr. 0. B. Noble Perm Yan, President. 

Samuel W. West Allen's Hill, Vice-President. 

0. S. Wood Canandaigua, Sec^y and Treas. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. H. F. Bennett Canandai^a, Ontario county. 

G. Z. Noble Dundee, Yates county. 

H. W. Smith Rushville, do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOM(SOPATHIO MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Dr. 0. E. Noble, Dr. 0. S. Wood. 

HONORARY MEKBERS. 

Dr. J. T. Patchen Fond-du-lac, Wisconsin. 

M. Kingsley Kingsville, Ashtabula co., Ohio. 

MEHBERS. 

Dr. S. W. West Allen's Hill, Ontari<i county. 

0. S. Wood Canandaigua, do 

H. P. Bennett do do 

J. H. Stebbins Geneva, do 

M. W. Combs Taylorsville, do 

0. E. Noble Penn Pan, Yates county. 

G. Z. Noble Dundee, do 

H. W. Smith Rushville, do 

The annual meeting is held on the third Wednesday in October, and the 

semi-annual on the first Wednesday in June. * 
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OSWEGO COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL. 

SOCIETY. 

84. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees, and Members, 1864-65. 

86. Report of Oswego County HomoBopathic Medical Society, comprising 

A. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting, held May 5, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Fourth Semi- Annual Meeting, held Dec. 13, 1861. 
G. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting, held May 9, 1865. 

By the Secretary, T. Dwight Stow, M. D., of Fulton. 

86. Schedule of Prices for Medical Services adopted by the Society Jan. 1865. 

87. Report on Clinical Medicine — Cases from Practice. 

By T. Dwight Stow, M. D. of Fulton. 

ARTICLE LipCXIV. 

List of Officers, Delates, Committees, and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS elected MAT 5, 1864. 

Dr. William F. Rundell Mexico, President. 

(George D. McManus Oswego city, Vice-President. 

T. Dwight Stow Fulton, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Ethan A. Potter Oswego, Oswego county. 

Augustus Pool do do 

George D. McManus do do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIO MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. E. A. Potter, Dr. Wm. L. Woodbury, Dr. T. Dwight Stow. 

COMMITTEES. 

Dr. W. W. Rundell, Theory and Practice. 

T. Dwight Stow, General and Special Pathology. 

D. J. Chaffee, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
F. W. Potter, Surgical Cases. 

Augustus Pool, Obstetrics. 

E. A. Potter, Potencies in Medicine. 

George D. McManus, Diseases of Women and Children. 
William L. Woodbury and Garret Smith, Prevailing Epidemics 

OFFICERS ELECTED HAY 9, 1865. 

Dr. Augustus Pool Oswego President. 

David J. Chaffee . . . Palermo Vice-President. 

T. Dwight Stow*^. . . Fulton Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. E. A. Potter Oswego City Oswego county. 

Augustus Pool db do 

Geo. D. McManus. . do do 
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DELSOATES TO THE STATE HOM(EOPATHIG MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

DrB. E. A. Potter, William L. Woodbury, T. Dwight Stow. 

COMMITTEES. 

Dr. W. W. Rundell, Theory and Practice. 

T. D. Stow, General and Special Pathology. 

David J. Chaffee, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 

F. W. Potter, Surgical Cases. 

Augustus Pool, Obstetrics. 

E. A. Potter, Potencies. 

W. L. Woodbury, Prevailing Epidemics and Endemics. 

Geo. D. McManus, Diseases Peculiar to Women and Children. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Br. William A. Hawley, Syracuse New York. 

A. R. Morgan do do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. Ethan A. Potter. • • • Oswego City Oswego county. 

Frank W. Potter. . . do do 

Augustus Pool • . . • do do 

|Geo. D. McManus . . do do 

William W. Rundell, Mexico do 

David J. Chaffee . • . Palermo do 

Wm. L. Woodbury, Fulton do 

T. Dwight Stow. .. . do do 

Garret Smith Phcsnix do 

The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of June, in Oswego; 
the semi-annual on the first Tuesday of October. . 



ARTICLE LXXXV. 

Report of the Oswego County Homoaopathio Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting, held my 5, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Fourth Semi-Anuual Bfeeting, held December 13, 1864. 

C. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting, held May 9, 1865. 
By the Secretary, T. Dwight Stow, M. D., of Fulton. 

A. 

Procbkdinos of the Fourth Annual Mbbtino. 
The fourth annual meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. 
Augustus Pool, in Oswego, on Thursday, May 5, 1864. 
The meeting was called to order by the President, Dr. Pool, at 11 o'clock 

A.- M. 

Od calling the roll, the following members responded to their names: 

Dr. Augustus Pool Oswego City. 

E. A.Potter do 

G. D. McManus • do 

W. W. Rundell , Mexico. 

W. L. Woodbury Fulton. 

T. Dwight Stow do 

D. J. Chaffee Palermo. 
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The following communication was presented and read: 

Syracuse, May iih, 1864« 
" To the President of the Oswego County Homoeopathic Medical Society : 

The bearer, Dr. Wm. A. Hawley, President of the Onondaga County 
Homoeopathic Medical Society, was regularly appointed as a delegate to 
represent this Society at your annual meeting, to be held May 5, 1864. 

A. R. MORGAN, Secretary^ 

On motion of Dr. Woodbury, the above communication was accepted, 
ordered to be placed on file, and Dr. Hawley was invited to participate in 
the deliberations of the meeting. 

Dr. Stow reported several cases of malignant pustule and inflammatory 
rheumatism, a copy of which was requested for publication. 

Dr. Potter, in an interesting address of considerable length, called atten- 
tion to the customary practice of employing several remedies at the same 
time in various forms of acute diseases. 

Remarks were made by Dr. Hawley respecting the repetition and alterna- 
tion of remedies. 

Dr. Stow requested leave of absence until the afternoon session. His 
request was granted. 

On motion. Dr. McManus was appointed Secretary pro tempore. 

Dr. W. L. Woodbury reported a case of diphtheria which presented some 
unusual and very singular features. He asked the opinion of his colleagues 
in reference to the treatment of the case. Dr. Woodbury said he was more 
and more confirmed in the view taken by homoeopathic physicians in the 
early appearance of diphtheria, that it was not merely a local but constitu- 
'tional disease, requiring remedies to meet the constitutional symptoms, so 
clearly apparent. 

His observation of the allopathic treatment of this disease, for the past 
few months, plainly indicates that the once vaunted " cauierium^* and other 
local means, so strongly insisted on in the early history of diphtheria, are 
fast losing the confidence of their former most zealous advocates. 

Dr. Hawley, of Syracuse, called the attention of the Society, to the 
fact that a short time since a proposition had been made by parties 
in Oswego and Onondaga counties, to consolidate the two societies. Some 
correspondence had taken place between Drs. Potter, Clary, Stow, and the 
Secretary of the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society, Dr. Bige- 
low. Dr. Stow had requested that some physician might represent the 
Onondaga Society at this meeting, and accordingly he had been appointed a 
delegate. He now wished that the proposition to consolidate might be 
considered and final action taken thereon. 

Dr. Potter moved that this proposition be deferred for discussion until the 
afternoon session, and then be first in order of business. Carried. 

On motion of Dr. Woodbury, the Society adjourned until 2 p. m. 

Afternoon Session. 
The meeting was called to order by the President at 2 o'clock p. m. 
The minutes of the morning session were read. 

Dr Hawley's proposition for consolidating the two societies was taken 
up and discussed. 
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Dr. Potter stated that erroneous ideas in reference to the subject under 
discussion had grown out of a conversation held between himself and Dr. 
Liyman Clary, of Syracuse. As he understood the matter, the proposition 
to which he had given his assent had reference to an entirely different 
arrangement, namely: that a "homoeopathic union "should be formed of 
the hoijioeopathic medical societies of the counties of Cortland, Onondaga, 
Cayuga, Oswego, and perhaps Oneida, bat that such a union should not 
interfere with our county organizations. He would, therefore, present the 
following resolutions: 

Mesolved, That we hereby tender our kind regards to Dr. Hawley and to 
the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society for the interest taken 
in our mutual welfare in delegating him to meet with us to-day, and for the 
offer made to merge the two societies into one organization. 

Resolved^ That while the proposed union would be mutually pleasant, and 
■would doubtless promote our individual and local interests, we believe it is 
far more important to continue our present form of organization in order to 
sustain the State Homoeopathic Medical Society in full force of legal eflfect- 
iveness. 

The resolutions were adopted, and the Secretary was requested to furnish 
a copy to the Homoeopathic Medical Society of Onondaga county. 

A circular letter issued by the Executive Committee of the State Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society, was read and ordered to be placed on file 

Dr. Potter presented a report on •* The Comparative Utility of Various 
Potencies," illustrated by several cases from practice. 

Dr. Chaffee reported .several exceedingly interesting cases of disease* 
also exhibited a specimen of a gelatinous concretion expectorated by a 
patient suffering from ulceration of the laryngeal or tracheal mucous mem- 
brane. 

The report of the secretary was presented and accepted. 
The report of the treasurer, for the year ending May 1, 1864, was read 
accepted and adopted. 

On motion, the secretary was requested to design and furnish a suitable 
seal for the use of the Society. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers of the Society for the 
ensuing year: 

Dr. Wm. W. Rundell, President. 
G. D. McManus, Vice President. 
T. Dwight Stow, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Drs. B. A. Potter, Augustus Pool, G. D. McManus. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOKOSOPATHIG MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Drs. E, A. Potter, W. L. Woodbury, T. Dwight Stow. 

MEDICAL COMMrrTEBS. 

Dr. W. W. Rundell, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 
T. Dwight Stow, General and Special Pathology. 
D. J. Chaffee, Materia Medica and Therapeutics. 
P. W. Potter, Surgical Cases. 
Augustus Pool, Obstetrics. 
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Dr. E. A. Potter, Comparative Utility of High and Low potencies. 
Oeorge D. McManus, Diseases Peculiar to Women and 

children. 
Wm. L. Woodbury, Prevailing Epidemics. 
Dr. E. A. Potter was appointed to 4eliver the address at the next annual 
meeting of the Society. 

The minutes of the meeting were read and approved, after which the 
Society adjourned to meet in the evening to listen to an address by Dr. T. 
D. Stow. 

Evening Session. 
Pursuant to adjournment, the members of the Society, with a highly re- 
spectable audience of ladies and gentlemen, assembled in the evening at 
the Commercial College to listen to an address by Dr. T. D wight Stow, 
entitled " Medical Bigotry.''* 

At the conclusion of the address, a vote of thanks to the author. Dr. 
Stow, was adopted, and a copy requested for publication in the Transac- 
tions of the State Society. 

The Society then adjourned to meet at Mexico, on the first Tuesday in 
December. 

B. 

Progbeoings of the Fourth Ssin- Annual Meetino. 

The fourth, serai-annual meeting of the Society was held at the office of 
Dr. T. Dwight Stow, in the village of Fulton, on Tuesday, Dec. 13, 1864. 

The meeting was called to order by the vice president, Dr. G. D. 
McManus, of Oswego. 

On calling the roll, the following members were found to be present: 
Drs. E. A. Potter and 6. D. McManus, Oswego City; D. J. Chaffee, Palermo; 
W. L. Woodbury and T. D. Stow, Fulton. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Reports were presented by the following gentlemen, as members of 
standing committees: 

Dr. Stow, on General and Special Pathology. 

Dr. Chaffee, an interesting case of Necrosis with cancerous degeneration. 

Dr. Potter, on High Potencies. This report clearly illustrated the utility 
of high potencies in some forms of disease. It was extremely interesting 
to those who are seeking light in this direction. 

Dr. Woodbury, several cases of Diphtheria. 

Drs. Potter and Stow were appointed a committee to prepare a historical 
sketch of the introduction and progress of homoeopathy in Oswego county, 
for publication in the Transactions of the State Society. 

The secretary presented and read a circular issued by the committee on 
publication of the State Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

The treasurer presented a report showing an indebtedness on the part of 
the Society of twenty- two dollars. The report was adopted and the debt 
canceled. 

The secretary having been appointed a committee to procure a seal for 
the use of the Society, presented a report, which was. adopted. 

• See TmniacUoni, Vol. i, p. OA, 
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A schedule of fees for medical and surgical services was adopted, and 
each member of the Society was requested to post conspicuously, a neat 
and plainly printed copy at his place of business. 

After the transaction of other business of merely local interest, the 
Society adjourned to hold its fifth annual meeting- at the office of Dr. E. A. 
Potter, in the city of Oswego, on Tuesday, the second day of May, 1865. 

c. 

Pb^ocbedinos of the Fifth Annual Meeting. 

The fifth annual meeting of the Society was lield at the office of Dr. E. 
A. Potter, in Oswego City, on Tuesday, May 9, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order by the vice president, Or. George D. 
McManus, at 1 o'clock p. k. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen answered to their names: 
Drs. 6. D. McManus and Augustus Pool, Oswego City; D. J. Chaffee, 
Palermo; T. D. Stow, Fulton. 

Dr. A. R. Morgan, of Syracuse, delegate from the Onondaga County 
Homoeopathic Medical Society, was invited to take part in the deliberations 
of the society. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The President, Dr. W. W. Rundell, now appeared, and Dr. McManus 
yielded his seat. 

The regular order of business was, on motion of Dr. Pool, suspended 
temporarily, in order to listen to a communication from Dr. Morgan. The 
Doctor read a letter from Dr. Charles Weaver, of Camillus, N. Y., proposing 
to supply homoeopathic physicians in Central New York, with reliable high 
potencies. He next read an article on " Dose, or Potency,'* by Dr. Fellows, 
of Cayuga county; also, from his own pen, an article entitled "The Dangers 
which Beset us." 

Business being resumed in order; the following communications were 
read by the Secretary. 

Dr. B. R. Heath on " Mercurius corrosivus." 

Dr. Woodward Warren of Boonville, Oneida county, 'Accidental proving 
of Phytolacca decandra." 

These articles were copies of monographs forwarded for the benefit of 
this society, by Dr. Horace M. Paine, of Albany. 

A communication from the President was read and ordered to be placed 
on file. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing year: 

Dr. Augustus Pool, President. 

Dr. David I. Chaffee, Vice-President. 

Dr. T. Dwight Stow, Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. E. A. Potter, Dr. A. Pool, Dr. G. D. McManus. 

The terms of service of delegates elected to the fourth annual meeting 
of the State Society not having expired, no new appointments were made. 

The President, Dr. Rundell, appointed the following gentlemen delegates 
to other societies. 
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ONONDAGA COUNTY SOCIETY. 

Dr. Qeorge D. McManus, Dr. David I. ChaflTee. 

ONKIDA COUNTY SOCIETY. 

Dr. Augustas. Pool, Dr. T. D. Stow. 

Dr. Pool reported a very interesting '^Case of Obstetrics," which elicited 
remarks and statements of cases from Drs. Morgan, Chaffee and McManus. 
Dr. Chaffee reported an interesting case from practice. 
The Secretary was authorized to change ^he order of business as folio w^s: 

1. Calling to order and opening of the meeting. 

2. Calling the Roll. 

3. Reading and adoption (or rejection) of the minutes of last meeting-. 

4. Special business for which the meeting may have been called. 

5. Communications from the President. 

6. Candidates proposed for membership. 

I. Reading and adjusting of Treasurer's account, and all or any ques- 
tions of Rnance. 

8. Election of officers. 

9. Unfinished business. 

10. Reports of special committees. 

II. Reports of standing committees. 

12. Miscellaneous business. 

13. Adjournment. 

Dr. Chaffee gave notice in writing, that at the next annual meeting he 
should move to amend the Constitution, so as to provide for holding the 
semi-annual meetings of this society on the first Tuesday of October of 
each year, and in the village of Fulton. 

The report of the Treasurer was then audited and accepted, and an 
assessment of $2.10 made upon each member of the society, excepting the 
president, for the purpose of liquidating the expenses of the society. The 
whole amount of indebtedness reported is $16.80. 

An assessment of fifty cents was also made upon each member of the 
society, for defraying the society^s annual indebtedness to the Stat« 
Society. 

On motion by Dr. Stow, it was unanimously 

Besolved, That the thanks of this society be tendered to Dr. A. R. Morgan 
for interesting and valuable papers read and presented at this meeting, 
and that he be constituted an honorary member of this society. 

The society then adjourned, to meet at the office of Dr. Stow, in the vil- 
lage of Fulton, on Tuesday, October 3, 1866. 



ARTICLE LXXXVL 

Schedule of Prices for Medical Services, adopted by the Homoeopathic Medical Society 
of Oswego County, January 1, 1865. 

Offi^'o coTisiiHaHon 50 cts. to $1 00 

Office consultation and examination of heart and lungs. 1 00 
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Visit in city or village $1 00 to 1 50 

Advice to each additional patient in the family 50 cts. to 1 00 

Detention per hour, after first half honr, 50 cts. to 1 00 

Country business first mile from oflSce (Oswego city). . . $1 00 to 1 60 

Each additional mile 25 to 50 cts. 

Other localities in county, first mile 25 to 50 cts. 

Each additional mile 25 cts. 

Railroad travel (absent all day) $15 00 

Railroad travel (absent half a day) 8 00 

Railroad travel (absent quarter of a day) 5 00 

Vaccination 1 00 

Visit in consultation 3 00 

Obsteteric attendance $8 00 to 15 00 

Opening common abcess 50 to 75 cts. 

Dressing common wounds $1 00 

Introducing catheter $1 00 to $3 00 

Charges for surgical cases discretionary with the physician. 

Night business, after 10 o'clock, double rates. 

W. L. Woodbury, E. A. Potter, 

G. D. McManus, F. W. Potter, 

D. J. Chaffee, Gerrit Smith, 

T. Dwight Stow, Augustus Pool. 



ARTICLE LXXXVII. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Cases from Practice. By T. Dwight Stow, M. D., of 

Pulton, N. Y. 

Case I. — Oimshot Wound in the Chest 
During the battle of Fair Oaks, Va., May 31, 1862, and while our forces 
were being pressed back before the rebel advance, into a piece of wood, 
my attention was attracted by the call of Doctor! Doctor! I looked in the 
direction of the sound, and saw a file or two of men bearing the body of 
Lieut Col. Jacob J. DePorest, of the 81st N. Y. Volunteers, and beckon- 
ing me to come to them, which I did. 

The Colonel had received a terrible wound, made by a musket ball, in 
the left side of the chest, about one and a half inches above and one inch 
to the left of the nipple, passing directly through and emerging near the 
inner border and lower angle of thq left scapula. It bled profusely, the 
jets being enlarged and lengthened with each inspiration, and pained him 
terribly. I took from my pistol holster an instrument about eight or nine 
inches in length, three inches of which was made of brass, and inserted the 
brass extremity its entire length into the wound. Thij satisfied me that 
the ball hab passed into and through the entire lung. He requested me to 
remain with him until he had been taken to a place of safety, where medi- 
cal aid could be had. I did so, but we had to -carry him, first for a mile 
and a hulf on muskets, and then about tlirec quarters of a mile on a litter, 
to the field hospital. Here I left him, bidding him, as I supposed, ^ last 
fartwellf and returned to look up my coujpany and regiuiout. The Colonel 
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recovered after some six months illaess, and is now qnite well and in the 
field. 

At a village festival, in honor of some military or benevolent enterprise, 
I stated this to several persons present, among whom was a retired physi- 
cian — our ex-representative in Congress — Hon. M. L. Lee, who very coolly 
and haughtily denied the possibilitv of such an occurrence. After the Colo- 
nel's case I saw and heard of some four or five similar ones, where re- 
covery took place. 

Case II. — Ounahot Wound in the Chest, 

On Sunday evening, November 26, 1864, upon previous invitation, I 
went to the residence of James Cole, in our village, where I was introduced 
to Mr. James M. Talcott, formerly a private of the 34th N. Y. regiment of 

infantry, and now a member of the Light Artillery, before Eichmond, 

Va. Said Talcott was shot through the left breast and lung, at the en- 
gagement of Cold Harbor, Va., on June 2d, 1864. The ball entered the 
chest between the sixth and seventh ribs, one inch and a half to the left 
and above the left nipple. Passing obliquely upward, it emerged at or 
very near the superior angle of the left scapula. Respiration forced the 
blood and the dressings from the wound. He coughed and expectorated 
much mucus, and mucopurulent and sanguineous sputa. He was in hospi- 
tal six months. Both orifices of the wound have neatly healed, and the 
sound, on percussion, is quite clear and resonant. Auscultation reveals a 
purring, bubbling rale. There is much soreness on pressure and percua- 
sion. His pulse, tongue, appetite, and functions generally, are regular 
and normal, and he bids quite fair to live, with care on his part, many 
years. But talking, walking, and excitement tire him easily He says 
that he was *^ put through " old school style while in the hospital, and 
sadly felt the need of homoeopathic treatment. I have been led to report 
these cases, mainly to refute the insulting answer of Dr. Lee, and also to 
show that gunshot wounds penetrating the chest and lungs are not necea- 
Borily fatal. 

Casb III. — Malignant PiLstule. 

Early in the month of May, 1860, a young man, while shingling for 
me, called my attention to a minute pimple, resting on an inflamed base, 
near the left angle of his upper lip. He said that it stung, burned, ached, 
and throbbed, and that he felt chilly. I remarked that he had better 
work within doors and not without, as the day was blustering, cold, and 
damp. For three days after this interview he did not resume his work. 
On the morning of the fourth day I was called to see him. He had been 
under alopathic treatment since I saw him last; had taken twelve large 
cathartic pills, with but little or no operation. He had alefo taken two 
emetics, had his lip thoroughly poulticed and then washed with a strong 
solution of acetate of lead. The young practitioner who w;as first called, 
treated his case as a comnrion phlegmon. Finding his patient fast failing, 
he called his father (one of the most heroic of **heroic practitioners,") who, 
on stepping into the room exclaimed: " God! that aini a boil; that's malig- 
nant erysipelas!" and fell to applying the lead lotion, and giving brandy. 

On my fiarst visit I observed the following symptoms: The whole upper 
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Kp was intensely tumefied to the thickness of a plump inch; of a dark blue 
color, and secreting all along its inner surface a thin, fetid, and grumous 
fluid; the gums partook of the general hue; the face intensely swollen and 
disfigured, and the left eye completely closed; the integment of the whole 
face was red, smooth, and shining. He complained of a burning, stinging, 
throbbing, and tensive pain, and was quite inclined to delirium. Pulse 
112 to 120; respiration hurried and somewhat labored; great jactitation. 
Prescribed belladonna and rhus-tox* every two hours. Called at 8 P. M. 
and found him somewhat improved. On the following morning, and after 
continuing the rhus during the night, I found him just about as I left him 
the previous night. Gave ars.* in aqueous solution every three hours. In 
the afternoon I was called in haste and found him rapidly failing, yet he 
'w^as quite strong; was delirious; tried to escape, and struck about him 
wildly. It required two persons to hold him up in the chair. I gave bel- 
ladonna* and lachesis** alternately, every half hour. He died within 
two hours; the most frightful and ghastly looking corpse that I ever saw. 

Cask IV. — Malignant Piustvle. 
A young married man, of some twenty-three years of age, of sanguine, 
nervo-bilious temperament, called on me for medical aid in May or June 
last. His mother had a cancerous cachexy, which, through development, 
carried her out of the world, and who has an elder brother now confined to 
his bed with recto-vesical fistula. He had chills, fever, headache, nausea 
and vomiting, lassitude, aching of the long bones, wandering, shooting 
pains, dullness and drowsiness. On the right side of the upper lip was a 
minute vesicle on a highly inflamed base. The lip was badly swollen, 
tender, and of a bluish red ; pulse very much depressed, small and frequent. 
Prescribed aconite, rhus-tox, each of the sixth potency, and in aqueous 
solution, alternately, at intervals of two hours. At 6 p. m. found him 
worse, the lip having a greyish blue color, and the depression and drowsi- 
ness increasing, but less fever. Alternated arsenicum*, and belladonna , 
at intervals of two hours during the night. In the morning found him 
httle or no better. His lip frightfully swollen, livid and red. He was 
gloomy and a cold perspiration stood upon his forehead, lip and nose. His 
friends were very anxious. Prescribed arsenicum third decimal tritura- 
tion every two hours. Galled again at 4 p. m. and found him decidedly 
better. Dropped in at 9 p. m. and found him still improving (having given 
arsenicum' during the day). Continued arsenicum'. The patient improved 
rapidly, and I dismissed him as cured on the morning of the fifth day. 

Casb V. — Chronic Diarrhcea. 
Young lady, about sixteen years of age, of a decidedly nervous tempera- 
ment, spare and light She had lienteria for at least six months prior to 
May 1st, 1864. Food came away almost as it was swallowed. She com- 
plained of a burning and distress in the stomach and bowels, immediately 
after partaking of any food, and burning in the rectum during defecation. 
She had a nightly diarrhoea, the stools differing one from another in color. 
She became greatly emaciated, and appeared to be sinking rapidly. I do 
not recollect all of the symptoms, but recollect the result clearly. I pre- 
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scribed eight powders of arsenicum'* and four powders of Pulsatilla**, to be 
taken as follows : arsenicum at 10 a. m. and 4 p. m., and one powder of 
Pulsatilla on retiring. Two-thirds of the prescription entirely cured her, 
and she has remained well ever since. 

Case VI. — Acute Metritis, Vicarious Menstruation. 
Young woman, of sanguine bilious temperament, aged twenty- two years, 
was attacked with what then appeared to be a rheumatico-bilious fever 
which developed itself in about four days as a decidedly inflammatory arti- 
cular rheumatism. She had fever, thirst, accelerated pulse, dyspnoea, con- 
stant nausea, drawing and crampy pains here and there, with sweating. 
Her tongue was furred thickly, a whitish yellow. She was completely 
helpless, shrank from the slightest touch. At about the fifth day, there 
arose tumefaction in the hypogastriura with extreme tenderness on pres- 
sure, and a slight sanguineous vaginal discharge. Coughing, noovingin 
bed, and even the pressure of the clothing excited intense pain and even 
slight uterine contractions. Prior to this, I gave bryonia", occasionally 
interpolating aconitum when the fever and anguish increased. I now gave 
belladonna" every two hours, and a dose of aconite at the end of every fifth 
hour. An examination, per vaginam, revealed a swollen, hot and hard 
neck and lips of the uterus, the swelling extending to tho fundus. She 
remained in this condition for two days, with slight delirium. I then aIte^ 
nated bryonia* with belladonna**. In a few hours improvement took place. 
For some time I visited her only once in three days. It was nearly time 
for menstruation to occur when these symptoms arose. Being called again 
in great haste, I found her suffering from copious nasal hemorrhage. She 
bled nearly two quarts and looked like a corpse. Her pulae was thread- 
like and qtiick ; her tongue, now quite clean, looked pale. During the 
hemorrhage I gave hamamelis virginica, five or eight drops of the tincture 
in one half glass of pure water : a large spoonful every fifteen minutes, 
with nasal injections of the same. I remained all night, administering 
china' every three hours. She had three more attacks of hemorrhage 
within twenty-four hours varying from a pint to a gill. I made up my 
mind that she would die in spite of everything. I continued the adminis- 
tration of china'; also recommended beef tea. She gradually recovered, 
but with a strong tendency to perspiration and a slight fever. At or near 
the expiration of the twelfth or fourteenth day, a copious eruption of an 
urticarious character appeared all over the back, neck, upper part of chest 
and thighs. I now felt very much relieved. The eruption remained some 
three days, gradually fading, until it wholly disappeared. She constantly 
improved until I dismissed her wholly cured. Some ten years before, this 
young lady lost a sister from nasal hemorrhage. 
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OTSEGO COUNTY HOMGEOPATHIC MED. SOCIETY, 

Article 88. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 

89. Report of the Otsego County Homoeopathic Medical Society, 

comprising 

A. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting, held June 8, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the Fifth Annual Meeting, held June 14, 1865. 
By the Secretary, S. C. Warren, M. D., of Otego. 

90. Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Paralysis caused by Sup- 

pression of Measles. By Solomon C. Warren, M. D , of Otego. 

ARTICLE LXXXVIIL 

list of Officers, Delates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 
officers elected JUNE 8, 1864. 

Dr. James H. Foote Franklin President. 

Erastus B. Warren. . Middlefield Vice President: 

Solomon C. Warren. . Otego Secretary and Treas. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Merritt Matteson . .•• Morris Otsego county. 

Erastus B. Warren . . Middlefield do 

Norman Oetman. . . . Richfield Springs do 

DEMEOATES TO THE STATE H0M(E0PATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Drs. Merritt Matteson and Norman Getman. 

DELEGATES TO THE ONEIDA COUNTY H0M(E0PATHI0 MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Drs. J. R. White and S. C. Warren. 

GOMMirTEBS. 

Drs. N. Getman and M. Matteson, Epidemics. 

S. C. Warren and T. S. Blodgett, Theory and Practice. 

C. W. Fox and M. J. Matteson, Surgei-y. 

E. B. Warren and C. W, Fox, Drug Proving. 

J. H. Foote and E. B. Warren, Diseases of Women. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JUNE 14, 1865. 

Dr. James H. Foote .... Franklin President. 

Erastus B. Warren. . Middlefield Vice President. 

J. Ralsey White. . . • Butternuts. • • Secretary and Treas. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. J. T. Wallace New Berlin Chenango county. 

R. E. Miller Oxford do 

Norman Getman. . . . Richfield Springs do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Norman Getman. Dr. T. 8. Blodgett. 
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DBLKOATE TO COUNTY MEDICAL 80CIETT. 

Dr. Solomon C. Warren. 

COHMirrEES. 

Drs. E. B. Warren and R. E. Miller, Epidemics. 
N. Oetman and T. S. Blodgett, Materia Medica. 
J. Ralftey White and C. W. Fox, Surgery. 
8. C. Warren and M. M. Matteson, Obstetrics. 
James H. Foote, Diseases peculiar to Women. 
J. T. Wallace, Clinical Medicine. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. Theodore C. White , . Rochester • . Monroe county. 

Casper Bruchhausen, Norwich Chenango county. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. J. Ralsey White .... Butternuts Otsego coanty. 

Charles W. Fox • . • • Morris do 

Merritt Matteson ... do do 

Erastus B. Warren • • Middlefield do 

Solomon C. Warren . Otego do 

T. S. Blodgett Cooperstown do 

Norman Oetman. . . . Richfield Springs do 

J. T. Wallace New Berlin Chenango county. 

R. E. Miller Oxford do 

James H. Foote . • • Franklin Delaware county. 

The annual meeting is held on the second Wednesday of June; the semi- 
annual in December or January. 



ARTICLE LXXXIX. 

Rq[K)rt of the Otsego County HomoBopathic Medical SocieU', comprising 

A. Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meetine, held June 8, 1864. 

B. Proceedinnof the Fifth Annual Meeting, beld June 14, 1865. By the Seem- 
tary, S. C. Warrek, M. D., of Otego. 

A. 
Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting. 

The fourth annual meeting of the Otsego County HomoBopathic Medical 
Society was held at General Brown's Hotel, Cooperstown, on Wednesday^ 
June 8, 1864. The President, Dr. J. H. Foote, in the chair. 

The meeting having been called to order by the president, the roll wss 
called and the following gentlemen answered to their names: Drs. J. S. 
White, Butternuts; Charles W. Fox, Morris; J. H. Foote, Franklin; E. B. 
Warren, Middlefield; M. Matteson, Morris; S. C. Warren, Otego; T. S. 
Blodgett, Cooperstown; N. Getman, Richfield Springs. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Dr. Blodgett presented the name of Dr. Ira C. Owen, of Sherburne, at 
candidate for membership, and, by vote of the society, the secretary was 
requested to Qotify him of his nomination, also of the time of holding the 
next meeting, and invite him to be present. 
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Dr. N. Spencer, of Winfield, was also proposed for membership, and the 
secretary directed to notify him in like manner. 

Dr. Theodore C. White, of Rochester, being present, was elected an 
honorary member by ballot. 

Dr. E. R. Hayden having made application by letter for a diploma, it was 
granted by a vote of two thirds present, and the secretary ordered to pre- 
pare one for the proper signatures. 

Dr. Blodgett, committee on epidemics, reported several cases of *' Bilious 
Pneumonia " successfully treated with phosphorus and mercurius. 

Dr. S. C. Warren reported several cases of the same disease treated by 
the same remedies, together with rhus tox., arsenicum and carbo veg. 

It was remarked by several physicians present that bilious pneumonia 
had prevailed to a considerable extent in their several localities. 

Dr. White reported several cases of ** Anasarca following Scarlatina," 
successfully treated with hellebore, arsenicum and apis mel. 

Dr. White presented a very interesting case of "Pemphygus," reported in 
writing by Dr. Bruchhausen, of Norwich. The patient had been under the 
best allopathic treatment iif the country for several mi>ntbs without any 
improvement, and was cured in three months by the use of the following 
remedies: Rhus tox., Pulsatilla, belladonna, hepar sul., caicarea and aconite* 

Dr. Foote reported in writing several cases of *' Ulceration of the Uterus,'' 
together with the remedies made use of. 

The report showing the sum of fifty cents remaining in the treasury after 
the payment of all the debts of the society, was received and placed on file. 

On motion of Dr. S. C. Warren, a tax of fifty cents was levied upon each 
member, to be paid to the treasurer of the State Medical Society. The tax 
was paid by all the members present, and the secretary directed to notify 
those absent of their indebtedness, and request them to forward the amount 
due to the secretary. 

The next annual meeting of the society was appointed, by a vote of two- 
thirds of the members present, to be held at Morris. 

The following committees were then appointed by the president : 

Drs. N. Getman aird M. Matteson, Epidemics. 

S. C. Warren and T. S. Blodgett, Theory and Practice of Medicine, 

C. W. Fox and M. J. Matteson, Surgery. 

E. B. Warren and C. W. Fox, Drug Proving. 

J. H. Foote and E. B. Warren, Diseases Peculiar to Women. 

The society then proceeded to the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
with the following result : 

J. H. Foote, M. D President. 

E. B. Warren, M. D Vice-President. 

S. 0. Warren, M. D Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. M. Matteson, Dr. E. B. Warren, Dr. N. Getman. 

The question of appointing delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medical 
Society then came up. Dr. S. C. Warren contended that the term of ser- 
vice of the present delegates had not yet expired, but the majority decided 
that it was time to appoint new ones, and accordingly the president desig- 
nated Drs. M. Matteson and N. Getman delegates. 

[Assem. No. 161.J 23 
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Dr. J. R. White was appointed delegate to the Oneida County Society. 

Dr. J. H. Foote was appointed to deliver the next address. 

Dr. Gctman was excused from paj'ing the fine for non-attendance cmi 
account of not having been informed of the regulation of the society 
respecting non-attendance. 

On motion of Dr. S. C. Warren, it was decided that the article re^nlat- 
ing the fine for non-attendance shall be strictly adhered to; and that here- 
after, on the failure of any member to attend a regular meeting, when duly 
notified by the secretary, he shall pay a fine of one dollar into the treasury 
of the society. 

A long discussion on diphtheria followed, after which several members 
reported various methods of treatment which had proved more or less sno- 
cessful. 

Several interesting cases from practice were reported by different mem- 
bers, after which the society adjourned. 

B. 

Proceedings op the Fifth Annual Meeting. 
The fifth annual meeting of this society was held at General Brown's 
hotel, in Cooperstown, on Wednesday, June 14, 1865. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen answered to their names : 

Dr. J. H. Foote Franklin. 

E. B. Warren Butternuts. 

S. C. Warren Otego. 

M. Matteson Morris. 

N. Getman Richfield Spring. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
Dr. Matteson proposed Dr. J. F. Wallace, of New Berlin, Chenango 
county, as a member; the censors reported in his favor; the vote was taken 
by ballot, and Dr. Wallace declared elected — ^having first signed the con- 
stitution and by-laws and paid the initiation fee. 

Dr. Getman, committee on epidemics, presented a report of two cases of 
"Anasarca." 

Dr. Matteson reported verbally an interesting case from practice. 
Dr. E. B. Warren reported a case of " suppression of urine" of seven 
weeks' standing; also one or two other cases, which he promised to com* 
mit to paper and present for publication. 

The treasurer reported an indebtedness, on the part of the society, of 
$3.25. 

On motion of Dr. Getman, a tax of fifty cents' was imposed on each mem- 
ber of the society to meet said indebtedness, which was responded to bj 
those present as follows: 

Dr. E. B. Warren $ 50 

N. Getman 60 

J. F. Wallace 50 

J. H. Foote 50 

M. Matteson 50 

8. C. Warren 50 

Total $3 00 
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The president, Dr. J. H. Foote, delivered the annual address, for which 
a vote of thanks was tendered him by the society. 

Dr. Matteson moved to hold the next meeting of the society at Morris. 
Carried. 

The following gentlemen were elected oflScers for the ensuing year : 

Dr. J. H. Foote President. 

E. B. Warren Vice-President. 

J. R. White • . Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. J. F. Wallace, Dr. N. Get man, Dr. R. E. Miller. 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. N. Getman, i Dr. T. S. Blodgett. 

DELEGATE TO COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

Dr. S. C. Warien. 
The following committees were appointed by the president: 
Drs. E. B. Warren and R. E. Miller, on Epidemics. 

N. Getman and T. S. Blodgett, on Materia Medica. 
J. R. White and C. M. Pox, on Surgical Cases. 
S. (J. Warren and M. Matteson, on Obstetrics. 
J. n. Foote, Diseases peculiar to Women. 
J. F. Wallace and M. Matteson, Diseases of Children. 
Dr. J. F. Wallace was appointed to deliver the address at the next semi- 
annual meeting, and Dr. T. S. Blodgett to deliver the address at the next 
annual meeting of the Society. 

\0n motion, the Society adjourned to hold its semi-annual meeting at 
Morris. 

ARTICLE XC. 

Report on Clinical Medicine. Case of Paralysis caiised by Suppression of Measles. 
By Solomon C. Wajiren, M. D., of Otego. 

In the month of February, 1863, I was called to visit a patient laboring 
under paralysis affecting both the motor nerves and those of sensation. 
He was a young man, seventeen years of age, of a predominant sanguine 
temperament. He had enlisted in September previous and gone into camp 
at Elmira, where he was taken sick with measles which were then preva- 
lent in the regiment, and was sent to the hospital on the 20th of November. 

A few hours after the eruption began to make its appearance, he was 
removed to a cold room, in consequence of which it immediately receded and 
an attack of apoplexy followed, during which he remained in an insensible 
condition for a period of forty-four hours. He was bled profusely from both 
arms, followed by cupping and the application of leeches to the head and 
back part of the neck. He had partially recovered at the expiration of three 
or four days, when he was attacked with pneumonia and a week afterwards 
with diarrhoea. The energetic use of astringents next induced a general 
fever, by which he was prostrated nearly two weeks. 

After ihis he improved slowly, so that he was removed to his home in 
Otsego county. He soon began to lose the use 'of his limbs, became 
emaciated and grew weaker day by day. He was placed in allopathic hands 
and for several weeks the course of treatment embraced the use of cathar- 
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tics, diuretics, tonics, mercurials, blisters and counter irritants, but all to 
no purpose, he became worse instead of better. 

In despair, and through the importunities of friends, he resolved to irj 
the virtue of " sugar pills." In this last extremity I was summoned and 
found him in the following condition: Both the upper and lower extremities 
completely paralyzed; the patient could only move the fingers slightly, 
and was compelled to remain in whatever condition he was placed; sensap 
tion so entirely extinct in the lower extremities, that when his feet were 
brought in contact with the heated stove he was not aware of the fact; 
pulse more frequent than natural; appetite tolerably good; tongue slighUj 
coated; bowels costive with considerable difficulty in urinating; counte- 
nance pale and emaciated. 

From the history of the case, I came to the conclusion that the paralysis 
was caused by repelled measles and gave my opinion accordingly. 

Treatment. 

First centesimal trituration of strychnine, grain doses, in alternation 
with pellets medicated with the strong tincture of aconite root, every two 
hours, with a dose of sulphur at bed time. I also made use of the galvanic 
battery, one operation each day, an hour at a time. 

About the fifth day after I commenced this course of treatment, he pre- 
sented the following symptoms: Headache; sneezing; redness of the con- 
junctiva; fever and other indications of the catarrhal stage of measles; 1 
also thought I could discover some slight eruption under the skin. 

The next day the eruption appeared upon the surface with the peculiw 
characteristics and odor of measles. It was just three months since the 
patient contracted the disease at Elmira. The eruption continued three or 
four days and then disappeared. 

In four weeks from the time I first saw him, he was able to walk abont 
the house. I continued the same treatment two weeks longer, when he 
bad so far recovered that he required no more of my sei^vices. He returned 
to his regiment in a short time afterwards, and suffered no return of the 
paralysis, but has since perished on the field of battle. 

I have since treated other cases of paralysis with aconite and strychnine, 
together with the use of the galvanic battery, with the very best succefls. 

The above case presents some points of interest, more particularly the 
long period in which the measles remained suppressed before their retum 
to the surface. The intervening train of symptoms were of course pro- 
duced by the retrocession of the eruption. 

In one case of paralysis since the above, in which the galvanic battery 
bad been used in connection with allopathic treatment without effect, I 
gave the aconite and strychnine and used the battery every day as before, 
and improvement followed immediately. 
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91. List of Officers, Delegates and Members, 1865. 

92. Notes on the New Remedies. By William S. Seablb, M. D , of Troy. 

ARTICLE XCI. 

List of Officers, Delegates and Members. ^ 

OFFICERS ELECTED JANUARY 4, 1865. 

Dr. Simeon A. Cook. . . . Troy President. 

H. R. Fuller Lansingburgh Vice-President. 

William S. Searle . . Troy Secretary. 

John Younglove . . . Troy Treasurer. 

CENSOHS. 

Dr. Simeon A. Cook . . . Troy Rensselaer county. 

Alvan M. Cushing . Lansingburgh do 

Richard D. Bloss . . Troy do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOHCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Drs. Chas. H. Carpenter, M. W. Campbell, John Younglove. 

MEUBERS. 

Dr. William S. Searle. . Troy Rensselaer county. 

Simeon A. Clark ... do do 

M. W. Campbell ... do do 

Richard D. Bloss ... do do 

J. P. Bloss do do 

Chas. H. Carpenter, do do 

John Younglove ... do do 

J. F. Miller Lansingburgh do 

H. R. Puller do do 

D. W. Pitts Johnsonville do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers is held on the first Wed- 
nesday of January; other meetings at the call of the President. 



ARTICLE XCII. 

Notes on the New Remedies. By William S. Sbable^ M. D., of Troy. 
As your committee on materia medica for the third district I have no prov- 
ings to report, but have thought that a few clinical remarks upon some of 
the remedies which have been lately brought into notice might not be en- 
tirely inappropriate. Manj of these are already taking high rank as poly- 
ohrests, and proving themselves treasures of untold value to the profession 
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and to the community at large. Baptisia. gelseminura, cimicifuga, Icptan- 
dria and dthers are as important and occupy as prominent a place in our 
evcry-day preecriptions as aconite, belladonna, bryonia and niercurkiP. 
Did wc need any farther proof of the universality of our noble law of cure, 
the healing power of these drugs, when administered in accordance with 
its teacliings, affords overwhelming evidence to every candid mind. Half 
a century spent in careful dissection, in clinical and physiological analysis, 
conducted by the ablest pathologists of the entire allopathic school, has 
failed, utterly and miserably failed, to discover a remedy for typhoid fever. 
Its pathology, diagnosis, symptoms and course have been accurately marked 
out, but to-day they stand at the bed-side of the stricken patient, and, 
sweeping away the nostrums they once loudly vaunted, consign him to the 
tender nursing and anxious prayers of his aflSicted friends. "There is no 
remedy for typhoid fever," they say to the anxious student; "careful nurs- 
ing and a good constitution may save your patients, and these alone ! " 

Tell them that on the fertile piafns of Iowa there lives an humble hero, to 
whom it was given (by treading in the footsteps of the illustrious Hahne- 
mann) to discover a remedy which breaks the march of this fever and fre- 
quently restores health in a few days, and you will meet the stare of incre- 
dulity or the broad sneer of malignant partizanship. And yet, I will venture 
to say, that within a year the baptisia tinctoria will figure in the pa^es of 
some highly respectable " regular '' journal as the great specific for typhoid, 
and the discovery be claimed by some veteran purloiner of honor and fame. 

The profeBsion is under great and lasting obligations to Dr. E. M. Hale 
for his valuable work on these "New Remedies." The provings, though 
many of them meager, are both well conducted and reliable; but their full 
bearing upcm the treatment of disease is not yet entirely developed. 

Al'ow me to invite your attention to a brief survey of the close corres- 
pondence which exists between two of them, gelseminum and cimicifuga, 
and that terrible disease which is so prevalent in some localities of our 
country, I refer to cerebro-spinal meningitis. 

The former of these, gelseminum, has direct relation to the incipient or 
congestive stage of the disorder, and also, in some degree, to the conse- 
quent iiiflanunation; while the latter, cimicifuga raccmosa, is, in niy judg- 
ment, homoeopathic to the inflammation of the sero-fibrous tissuco involved 
and to the irritation of the cerebro-spinal system, which is due to the prox- 
imity of the inflammation of its investing membranes, and which manifests 
itself in spasm. It seems also correlative to that state of the blood which 
results in the petechioB so common in the severer cases of the disease, and, 
to use the pout-hoc prnpter-hoc argument as Cumulative and ctmfirmatory, 
I may say that I have used these remedies, relying upon their homoBopath- 
icity with complete and uniform success. 

Let us now briefly compare the toxicology of these drugs, with tlje 
symptomatology of the disease under discussion. 

An attack of cerebro-spinal meningitis is usually sudden, and is ushered 
in by a severe chill, accompanied by evident congestion to the spine and 
brain, with its ordinary symptoms, amonp: which dilatation of the pupils is, 
I believe, always seen. This state is followed, except in those cases which 
die collapsed, by reactionary fever of corresponding violence. To such a 
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condition of the system no remedy is so homcBopathic as gelseminum. 
Aconite, it is true, sometimes produces similar symptoms, but never prima- 
rily causes dilatation of the pupils; has numbnetss and pricking of the ex- 
tremities, as prominent phenomena, and frequently causes congestion to 
other organs instead of the brain. (See Taylor on Poisons and the various 
Provings). In cases of poisoning by gelseminum, the universal symptoms 
are " great prostration, complete loss of muscular power — of vision and 
speech, staggering gait, icy coldness of the hands and feet, pulse very 
feeble or imperceptible, respiration labored, feeble, nausea and vomiting." 
All of these symptoms are relieved by cerebral stimulants, showing what 
portion of the organism feels the depressing power of the drug. One 
symptom which is so prominent aud constant as to be almost characteris- 
tic of gelseminum, is languor and heaviness of the eyelids ; they close in 
spite of all the eflforts of the will. No language could more accurately de- 
scribe the incipient stage of the malady under consideration. In short, 
every symptom of intense congestion to the brain and spine, and the par- 
tial paralysis which necessarily attends it, may be found described with 
equal accuracy in the pathogenesis of this drug and the diagnosis of the 
disease. 

It is stated by Hale, that " the intense hyperaemia of the brain caused 
by gelseminum, stops just short of inflammation." As we have no record 
of post-mortem examination in any of the cases of reported death, there are 
no means of affirming or disproving this assumption ; but I feel confident 
that he is in error, and that the same law obtains in toxicology as in dis- 
ease, viz., that long continued congestion, especially if violent, must end 
in inflammation. The only conceivable exception is in cases where the 
congestion to vital organs is so overwhelming as at once to suspend their 
functions, and thus destroy life. Thus believing, I have continued to use 
gelseminum, when its characteristic symptoms were manifest, even in the 
inflammatory stage of the disease. The indications which should deter- 
mine its use, after inflammation has become decided, may be found in the 
pathogenesis of the drug, and are quite as distinctively characteristic of 
the disease when fully developed, as in its inception. A brief r/E5sumd of 
the symptoms, as laid down by Hale, will make this clearly evident. 

Beginning with the head, we find pain in the vertex, occiput and upper 
cervical region, extending to the shoulders, of a dull, pressing, aching, 
throbbing character ; vertigo, with confusion of thought, and delirium, 
either continuous, or alternating with stupor; dilatation of the pupils, diplo- 
pia, mistiness and obscurity of vision, increasing to entire blindness ; 
pains of a pricking, shooting,* or aching character in the eyes ; soreness, 
inflammation and weakness of the eyes, with lachrymation ; a desire for 
strong light; rushing and roaring in the ears; sudden deafness; stiffness in 
the jaws; heavy, besotted expression of the face; eruption on the face and 
entire surface, red and papular, appearing on the second day, and passing 
away after four or five days ; the tongue is red, raw and painful, at first 
clean and afterward coated, sometimes white and sometimes yellow (vary- 
ing, I presume, with the temperament of the patient). 

The laru*e flabby tongue seen In tho lacier sU^o of malignant forms of 
the disease, and which doubtless depends upon paralysis of its nerves (cer- 
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tainly not upon inflammation of its tissues), has not been noticed in casei 
of poisoning by gelseminum, but still may have occurred. The drag cer- 
tainly causes a partial paralysis both of the tongue, phai-ynx and glottis, 
which effects are referable, not to any local action upon these org-ans, but 
to its influence upon the nerves supplying them. There is also great dry- 
ness, soreness and irritation of the fauces, as well as dysphagia, t^hicfa 
patients often describe, when suffering from the disease under discussion, 
as a stiffness of the throat. The symptoms developed in the stomach and 
abdominal organs are not decided, and still there is evidence that, so far 
as these organs are connected with the spinal system of nerves, the same 
irritable, semi-paralytic condition obtains. The effect upon the lungs, 
which are in a greater degree under the control of the cerebro-spinal 
nerves, is correspondingly more prominent ; and the labored breath, long- 
drawn inspirations and sudden expirations, stricture and sense of suffocation 
speak loudly of the congested condition of the great nervous centres. When 
we consider this state of the circulation, as manifested by the pulse, the cor- 
respondence between the disease and the drug is remarkable. They seem al- 
most photographs of each other. The pulse is at first weak, soft, fluttering, 
or quite extinct ; afterward becoming fuller and stronger, till at length it 
rises to the bounding violence of inflammatory action. Its effects upon the 
muscles of the trunk and extremities are so decided and prominent as to 
render it a matter of wonder that its power in th^'s and similar diseases 
has been overlooked. Paralysis, accompanied by myalgic pain, and fol- 
lomcd by spasm, is the uniform result of its action. 

The limits of a paper, which is intended to be suggestive rather than 
exhaustive, forbid a more extended comparison; but this hasty survey of 
the toxicology of gelseminum is very significant of the range of its curative 
power. And a still more particular study of its characteristic symptoms 
will, I am sure, convince the most sceptical of its homoeopathicity to cere- 
bro-spinal meningitis. I trust that we shall soon have a more complete 
pathogenesis of this remedy. It should be administered to animals in fatal 
doses, and its action upon the tissues it so decidedly affects, be more fully 
unveiled by dissection 

We come now to consider the second of the remedies mentioned, viz: 
cimicifuga racemosa. I was led to employ this remedy empirically, in 
my second case of cerebro-spinal disease, by the complete failure of every 
other remedy to control the spasms, which still continued after the inflam- 
matory symptoms had subsided. During three weeks they had reigned 
supreme in the most terrific and varied forms. My patient, a lady of thirty 
years, and nervo-lymphatic in temperament, lay before me, tormented day 
and night by alternate tonic and clonic convulsions. All food and drink 
were instantly rejected from the stomach, and both she and her attendants 
declared that she did not get a moment's sleep during her entire illness. I 
should have regarded this case as one of hysteria, had I not witnessed the 
preceding inflammation, which was so severe as to render the left eye totally 
and permanently useless, and had not the ablest counsel in our city agreed 
with my diagnosis. My first case, too, which had still more strongly sim- 
ulated hysteria, had resulted in sudden death, and the post mortem had 
revealed our sad mistake. This inclined me to be wary. But, to be brief, 
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every indicated remedy utterly failed until, finally, inferring the sphere of 
ciniicifuga from its power as chorea, I determined, in despair, to try it. To 
my astonishment and delight it at once subdued all spasmodic action, and 
by its use alone, my patient entered upon a speedy convalescence. Careful 
study of the pathogenesis of this drug has since convinced me of its pecu- 
liar relation to the disease. And of this, I will now endeavor to convince 
you. 

Let me premise, however, what is too often overlooked, that we cannot 
expect to find the more violent symptoms of any grave disease in a patho- 
genesis made up entirely of provings. Hints and gleams of truth only, 
come to us through such a medium, unless, perchance, some heroic prover, 
like Hahnneman, or Hale, or Burt (names we all delight to honor), arises, 
who counts neither ease, nor health, nor life itaelf dear to him, so that he 
may soothe the brow of pain and restore health to the suflering. And 
even then, our knowledge of. the effects of a drug is not complete without 
careful post-mortem observation in fatal cases of poisoning. Do not look, 
th^n, for an exact likeness of cerebro-spinal meningitis, in the very brief 
sketch here given of a very imperfect pathogenesis of either remedy. If 
we shall find a correspondence somewhat close, with no conflicting symp- 
toms, and if experience shall confirm our deductions, at the bedside of the 
sick, we must, for the present, be content. Now what are the known 
symptoms of cimicifuga which point in the direction of this disease? Be- 
ginning, as before, with the head, we find a large variety, too large for 
repetition here; but each and all evidencing its powerful influence over the 
entire encephalon. It causes pain in every portion of the head, chiefly in 
the vertex and occiput, extending often to the shoulders and down the 
spine, accompanied by a delirium which perfectly simulates mania a potu. 
The pain is sometimes paroxysmal, and is pressive, throbbing, and aching 
in its nature, attended by tremor knd illusions of visions. In these phenom- 
ena its analogy to nux, ignatia, and the narcotics, is very striking; while 
the prostration and irritability of the cerebro-spinal nerves plainly point 
out its homoeopathic relation to the later stages of the disease under con- 
sideration. The intense throbbing pain, so frequently complained of by 
patients suffering from this malady, and which is described as being like a 
bolt driven from the neck to the vertex with every throb of the heart, it 
promptly relieves. " Few medicines," says Hale, " cause such intense and 
persistent pains in the eye balls." They are described as dull, aching, and 
sore. There is dilatation of the pupils and redness of the conjunctiva, with 
increased lachrymation. The tongue is stoollen; sordes accumulate on the 
teeth, and the breath is offensive. The pharynx is dry, with dysphagia 
and frequent inclination to swallow. The mucous membrane of the fauces 
is red and inflamed, with roughness, hoarseness, and thirst. The nausea 
and vomiting it produces are evidently due to cerebral irritation or inflam- 
mation. The severe pains in the abdomen are also of a neuralgic char- 
acter, since the stools are but little affected, either in consistence or color. 
The urine is pale and increased in quantity, as is common in hysteria and 
other states of nervous depression conjoined with irritation. In the back 
we find stiffness, pain of a drawing, tensive character, or dull, heavy, and 
aching. Weakness and trembling, spasmodic action of the muscles, with 
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many Bimilar symptoms, which can be ascribed only to the influence of 
thisdrujif upon the spinal cord. Bryonia, a remedy hitherto much relied on 
in the treatment of epidemic meningitis, bears a close analogy to cimici- 
fuga, but an accurate comparison between them, in their bearings upon 
this disease, will, I think, result in favor of the latter. ** Like bryonia," 
says Hale, "it exercises a special control over inflammation of serous mem- 
branes. But though inferior, perhaps, in this respect, it is far superior to 
that drug in its influence on nervous tissues. Bryonia does not cause 
, rheumjitic neuralgic pains, while cimicifuga does, in an eminent degree. 
Bryonia has no influence over reflex nervous pains, cramps, &c., while 
cimicifuga controls many such abnormal manifestations." Having thus 
traced the similarity between the action of these remedies and the disease 
in question, the discussion might perhaps be profitably relinquished here, 
but in confirmation of their theoretical value in cerebro spinal inflammation, 
let me add a brief account of my experience in its treatment. Fortunately 
no epidemic of the kind has visited the city of Troy, though sporadic cases 
have been scattered along the pathway of our practice during the last two 
yeiirs. During the past month, however, it has seemed to increase, and 
our record of mortality for January, 1866, contains a report of three deaths 
which are attributed to it. 

My first case, mentioned incidentally above, was so obscure in its devel- 
opment as to be mistaken by myself and my colleagues for hysteria. The 
patient was a maiden lady of forty years, and of nervous temperament. 
For a long time she had suffered from scrofulous disease of the cervical 
vertebrae; but this attack was sudden, and marked by violent fever and 
inflammation. Excruciating pain in the whole head and spine were almost 
the only symptoms. No spasms of any kind appeared. She was treated 
with the ordinary pf)lychrest remedies recommended by Watson and Paine, 
but without sensible relief; and after about ten days of acute suffering, 
death suddenly closed the scene. Post-mortnm examination revealed the 
most intense inflammation of the membranes of the brain and cord, with 
the usual effusion of lymph. 

In the second case, fully described above, the inflammatory symptoms 
yioldod readily to acon^'fo, bryonia, bell'jd'^nnn, &c., but the ppaflm^ were 
not controlled until cimicifuga was administered, when they vanished like 
mist. From that time I have depended upon this remedy, with gelsemi- 
num, and they have never disappointed me. A short account of two cases, 
in which these medicines aloue were used, may be of interest: 

A young merchant, of vigcu'ous constitution, was seized in August last 
with diphtheria. Under the usual treatment this soon subsided; but the per- 
sistent pains in the extremities and back, quickly followed by rigidity of 
the neck and pain in the occipital region, together with severe inflamma- 
tory symptoms, warned me of an ambushed enemy. Gelseminum and cimi- 
cifuga were at once administered in the form of tincture. With the excep- 
tion of slight convulsions of the upper extremities, the only change in the 
case was a gradual subsidence of the symptoms and restoration to health 
in two weeks from the first outset of the disease. Partial paralysis of the 
arms continued for several months. On the tenth of January, alter severe 
exposure, he was again prostrated. Arriving during the chill, I ordered a 
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hot bath aod gave five drops of the first decimal dilution of each remedy, 
prepared in half glasBes of water, one teaspoouful of each alternately 
every fifteiMi minutes. After the expiration of three hours, violent fever 
had set in, with excessive pain in the occiput, neck and baclc; dilatation of 
the pupils, with aching soreness of the eyes, and spasmodic jerking of the 
arms. 1 replaced the medicines with ten drops of the tincture of cimici' 
fuga and ten of the first decimal dilution of gclseminura. No new symp- 
toms appeared, and those present diminished rapidly, so that, on the fifth 
day, I discontinued attendance. 

On the KJxth of the present month I was summoned to a feeble woman of 
fifty years. She had been suddenly seized with severe chills; nausea and 
vomiting; delirium and acute pain in the head, shooting down the epino, 
with rigidity of the muscles of the back. The same remedies were again 
exhibited in a similar manner. At the end of four hours the delirium had 
almost disappeared, together with the disturbance of the stomach. After 
twenty-four hours all the symptoms had vanished, except' languor with 
shooting pain from the head down the spine when rising in bed. The next 
day she was sitting up, and was discharged. These cases are a fair sam- 
ple of eight or ten which have occurred in my practice. They were not, it 
is true, of the most desperate class; but could they have been as quickly 
cured by the ordinary medicines given in this disease ? 

It is by no means claimed that gelscminum and cimicifuga are the only 
necessary remedies for this terrible disease. Aconite, bryonia, nux, can- 
tharidoij, together with the whole range of narcotics, may be often indicatthl, 
and wlu'n so indicated should always be prescribed. I need not dwell on 
the symptoms which are characteristic of each; they are clearly pointed 
out in the admirable articles of Watson and Paine, recorded in the last 
volume of the Transactions of this Society, as well as in Marcy and Hunt's 
new work on Practice. But I trust that these hastily written suggestions 
may at least induce a trial of the treatment here indicated, and that wo 
may have fnll reports thereon hereafter. 

I had intended to add some remarks on the use of baptisia in typhoid 
fever, but have space for a few words only. I have had opportunity to 
try its rr^rr:?r in but thro w^^ll c'^^veloppd and undoubted cnsps of this dis- 
ease, one of which was cured in six, another in ten days, and the third 
seemed quite as promising, when, through imprudence, a relapse occurred 
and the disease ran its full course. Other practitioners assure me that 
their success has equalled my own. I most sincerely congratulate this 
society and the profession at large upon the discovery of this blessing to 
the coniniunity. We can never forget to whose unselfish devotion we are 
indehted for a knowledge of its virtues, nor honor too highly the memory 
of the man who first pointed out the pathway which Burt and others havo 
80 succe;5sfully trod. 
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SARATOGA COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

ARTICLE XCIIL 

List of 0fficers,*Delegate8 and Members, 1864. 

OFFICERS ELECTED JULY, 1864. 

Dr. Benj. F. Cornell • . . . Morcau Station President. 

Zina Clements Saratoga Vice President. 

Samuel J. Pearsall . . do Sec'y and Treasurer. 

CEKSORS. 

Dr. Zina Clements Saratoga Springs Saratoga county. 

Edgar B. Cole Waterford do 

Joseph F. Doolittle . Ballston Spa do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCBOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Edgar B. Cole, Dr. Zina Clements. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. SamuclJ. Pearsall.. Saratoga Springs ' Saratoga county. 

Zina Clements do do 

Benjamin F. Cornell . Moreau Station do 

Edgar B. Cole Waterford do 

Joseph F. Doolittle . Ballston Spa do 

J. T. Niver Stillwater do 

The annual meeting is held on the second Wednesday of July 
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STEUBEN (CHEMUNG) COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC 
MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Article 94. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1865. 

95. Historical Sketch of the Introduction and Progress of Homoeo- 
pathy in Schuyler county. By Edwin W. Lewis, M. D., of 
Watkins. 

ARTICLE XCIV. 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED DECEMBER 13. 1864. 

Dr. William S. Purdy . . . Addison President. 

Orlando Groom Horsehoads Vice President. 

H. S. Benedict. ..... Corning Sec'y and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Edson M. French . . . Elmira Chemung county. 

Henry Sales do do 

R.M.Mills do do 

N. R. Seeley Corning Steuben county. 

E. W. Rogers Wayne do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE BOMOSOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Drs. Emerson W. Rogers, P. W. Gray, Edwin W. Lewis. 

coMMrrrEEs on medical topics. 
Dr. N. R. Seeley, Theory and Practice of Medicine. 

Orlanda Groom, Special Pathology and Therapeutics. 

W. S. Purdy, Surgical Cases. 

P. W. Gray, Obstetrics and Diseases of Women. 

H. Sayles, Diseases of Children. 

E. W. Rogers, M&teria Medica. 

H. S. Benedict, Prevailing Epidemics. 

corresponding MEMBERS. 

Dr. J. L. Corbin Athens Pennsylvania. 

G. Z. Noble Dundee Yates county. 

T. B. Sellen Ithaca Tompkins county. 

Wm.Gulick 

E. W. Rogers Dundee Yates county. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. P. W. Gray Elmira Chemung county 

Henry Sayles do do 

Edson M. French.... do do 

K.N.Mills do do 

N. R. Seeley ^o do 

William A. Whipping Millport do 

Orlando Groom Horseheads do 

Edwin W. Lewis. . . . Watkins Schuyler county. 
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Dr. Frank Tompkins Havana \. Schuyler county. 

William S. Purdy . . . Addiaon Steuben county. 

n. S. Benedict Corning do 

J. L. Corbin Athens Pennsylvania. 

The annual meeting is held on the second Tuesday of December; the 

rcmi-annual on the third Tuesday of June. 



ARTICLE XCV. 

Historical Sketch of the Introduction and Progress of Homoeopathy in Schajler 
County. By Edwin W. Lewis, M. D., of Watkins. 

Schuyler county was erected from the counties of Chemung, Steuben and 
Tompkins, by legislative enactment, in the year 1855, and althon^^h our 
history begins several years anterior to that date, our hastily written 
sketch of the introduction and progress of homoeopathy will be confined to 
the limits of the county as it now exists. 

For the first Introduction of the principles and practice of homoeopathy 
in Schuyler county, much credit is due to Dr. Richard Huson, then livings 
in the village of Dundee, in the county of Yates adjoining. About the year 
1842, the doctor, an old and successful practitioner of the allopathic school* 
became a convert to the doctrines and principles of cure as enunciated by 
Hahnemann and his contemporaries, and this conversion was effected by a 
series of careful tests and actual experiments scientifically applied and 
practically carried out. 

Dr. Iluson was a man richly endowed by nature with an active and pro- 
gressive mind, ever in search of truth and the best means of ameliorating 
the condition aud sufferings of his fellow men. Flattered and elated vrith 
the success of his new medical practice, he planted his feet firmly on the 
rock of experimental truth and became a zealous and unflinching advocate 
of the system. With a mind thoroughly convinced, he entered the lists 
openly, frankly and fearlessly, and like Scott's Roderick Dhu, proclaimed 
to his foifmer associates in medical practice, 

<< Come one, oome all, this rook shall flj, 
From its firm base as soon as I.'^ 

The duties of his profession frequently brought him into the northern and 
middle towns of the county, where, in connection with his practice, he 
occasionally gave free public lectures at district school houses, or where- 
ever he could obtain a hearing upon the subject. Ho possessed consider- 
able talent for public speaking and an inexhaustible fund of humor and sar- 
casm, so that his lectures on the " little pill system," as many at that period 
chose to name it, generally procured him full houses at short notice. Spe- 
cial invitations were always given to members of the opposite school to 
attend his lectures and reply to his arguments, but they were seldom ac- 
cepted, as few were willing to come in close contact with the man, who, 
from long experience in their own method ff practice, they knew could 
wield a two-edged sword. 

Thus the knowledge of homoeopathy spread rapidly through several 
towns in thc^ county ; but tlie opposition was strong and united as against 
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a common and terrible foe seeking innovation upon time-honored dogmas 
and formulas cherished even 

" From the days of EBoalapias, down 
Through wearied years to Eberle and Brown.'* 

All that could be brought against it in the way of argument and ridicule 
-was attempted by its antagonists. But argument, unsupported by a sure 
foundation, sometimes like clouds of vapor, melts into " thin air;" and ridi- 
cule, like a foul gun, knocks over the luckless wight who discharges it. 

Dr. Huson was well qualified to meet the opposing farces on either of 
these grounds, and was in the fullest sense a inocit worthy and successful 
pioneer standard-bearer in introducing the homoeopathic practice of medi- 
cine into this county, and I am happy in being able to give a passing tri- 
bute of praise to an old friend and preceptor, and in some small measure 
testify my respect for one whoso worth and usefulness were so universally 
appreciated in this community. 

After devoting more than thirty years of an active and laborious life to 
his profession in Yatos county, ho emigrated to Kansas with his son, Dr, 
Samuel K. Huson, a young and promising physician, aud was residing in 
the city of Lawrence when the rebel pirate, Quantrell, made his murderous 
and destructive raid upon the ill-fated town. He however, I think, escaped 
with his life, but I have not since been able to gain further particulars in 
regard to him. 

I am somewhat at a loss for correct data in pursuing my history as my 
office was destroyed by fire in the winter of 1861, and all my papers and 
books were consumed. But I think it was in 1845, Dr. William Gulick, 
the present able president of our county medical society, then standing 
high as an educated and skillful practitioner of the allopathic school, be- 
came convinced of the superiority of the homoeopathie system, and entered 
upon its practice in the town of Tyrone, the field of his former practice, in 
the western part of the count}', where he still continues to enjoy a large 
aud extensive patronage. His counsels and example were a tower of 
strength to those then just entering upon practice, and served to give an 
additional impulse to the progress of homoeopathy in that section. 

Shortly after this accession to the ranks. Dr. E. W. Rogers commenced 
practice in the northwestern portion oi the county, and about the same 
time 1 also entered upon the practice in the village of Watkins, then called 
Jefferson, nea^the center of the county, at the head of Seneca lake. 

In thus entering upon the career of an active professional life, we soon 
found that the whole venom of our numerous opponents was brought to 
bear against us, and were forced to labor like Nehemiah of old when re- 
building the Jewish temple, with weapons of defence in one hand and the 
implements of our profession in the other. This was, I suppose, the com- 
mon experience of nearly all who entered the field at this early period, and 
it continued very violent for many years. 

At the commencement of my practice in Watkins, in the year 1846, there 
were but two families who openly acknowledged their belief in hom/Bopa- 
thy. But believers i^on began to multiply. Homoeopathy was resorted 
to by some as a forlorn hope ; when every effort of the old school had 
failed, homoeopathy came to the rescue. Such evidence could not be over- 
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borne or thrown aside ; the memories of its beneSts were ever grateful 
and fresh, and oonscquently enduring in the minds of those who bad re- 
ceived them. Here, as everywhere, homoeopathy was obliged to remove 
the scales from eyes long blinded by prejudice, and work its wayp upon 
its own intrinsic merits. Its success was often brought to notice and 
favor, through the absolute necessities of the case. In periods of appre- 
hension and gloom, during the prevalence of some malignant epidemic^ 
when victims to the helpless inefficiency of the old stereotyped methods of 
cure were falling on every side, in such times ^prejudice yielded to the 
urgent claims of self-interest and self-preservation. 

In 1847, dysentery prevailed as an epidemic in a very malignant form; 
scarcely a family escaped, and deaths occurred on every hand, sweeping 
off some of the most prominent members of society, besides scores of chil- 
dren. During this epidemic, the old system proved futile in namerons 
cases, while homoeopathy gained many friends by its superior success and 
clearly proven excellencies. Of more than sixty cases treated homoBopa- 
thically, but three deaths occurred. From this experience, people began 
to look into the matter more closely, and a permanent benefit to the cause 
was the result. 

About a year after this epidemic, came the Asiatic cholera with all its 
horrors. We had heard the loud rumbling of the storm in the distance, and, 
dreading its approach, we prepared to meet it as best we could, and soon 
the terrible scourge was in our midst. Its ravages in the valley of the 
Chemung canal which empties into the head of Seneca Lake at Watkins 
were fearful, but were mostly confined to the Irish laborers engaged along 
the valley for several miles in building the Ganandaigua and Elmira rail- 
road. At length, however, several cases of cholera occurred in the villages 
of Millport and Havana, one three and the other nine miles south of Watkins, 
and finally we had a number of cases in our own village. Here again, in 
this one of the most formidable scourgos that ever afflicted mankind, homoeo- 
pathy won for itself new laurels and gained scores of additional friends 
and permanent adherents. 

It is true I had but three well marked cases of Asiatic cholera, but the 
allopathic physicians in the same place lost every one of their numerous 
cases. We invited a committ*^e appointed by the board of health to wit- 
ness our treatment of these cases of cholera. Dr. Newton, an allopathic 
physician of the village, was also present. They all, being prejudiced in 
favor of allopathy, professed much astonishment at the power of our small 
doses in controlling this disease. Many were highly pleased, and gave 
long and abundant assurance of it afterward. I mention this as a ^aj- 
mark in the history of the progress of homoeopathy in this county. 

Among the many reminiscences of by-gone times that crowd upon my 
mind while writing, I will relate one which may be of some benefit to the 

medical world: Dr. S , a physician of the old, very old, allopathic 

school, invited me to witness his treatment of a case of Asiatic cholera, 
assuring me at the outset that it should be a scene of triumph from his 
former experience in such cases. The patient was a man of robust consti- 
tution, aged about sixty, by the name of Snow. We found him truly in the 
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loonies of Asiatic cholera. The doctor commenced treatment by giving 
him twenty grains of Cayenne pepper in a gill of raw brandy, followed 
promptly by other warm doses. The old man looking more blue, the doc- 
tor remarked: "I will soon warm him up I " and verily I thought such 
treatment ought to melt even a man of snow. He soon breathed his last, 
though his constitution held out much longer than I thought possible. The 
body remained very warm sometime after death. The doctor's treatment 
certainly removed the diflSculty with promptness and celerity, and, as I 
still tliink such a course will always do the same, I am induced to give it 
publicity for the benefit of the world. 

At 6ne time a certain allopathic physician named Brown used to visit our 
patients and ask to see the medicines left for them; he would then eat them 
up, in presence of the patients, to show there was nothing in them either 
for good ur harm. On hearing of this, we prepared large powdera, with 
the same quantity of medicine as before, with directions to invite him to 
partake of thorn when he should come again. These formidable, allopathic 
looking powders he durst not swallow. Like the old, experienced rat in the 
fable, he reasoned: "It may be meat," &c., &c., &c. After this the medi- 
cine was left untasted and untouched, and, when later we used mostly tino- 
tares and solutions in water in treating the sick, we wcr<>no more molested 
in this way. He began to fear that, in trying to catch others, he might 
catch a Tartar, or, at least, an emetic-tartar. 

In 1848, a homceopathic physician, by the name of Ayers, commenced 
practice in the village of Havana, which, as before mentioned, is about three 
miles south of Watkins. He appeared to be a man of talent and ability, 
lectured some, and I think was successful in the treatment of disease; but 
he did not remain longer than a year. 

He was succeeded by Dr. S. H. DeForest, who left in a short time with- 
out obtaining a good practice, though he seemed well qualified for a physi- 
cian. Notwithstanding these repeated failures to establish homoeopathy in 
Havana, Dr. H. S. Benedict, the Secretary of our Medical Society, took up 
his residence there five or six years ago with the determination to succeed, 
and now enjoys a larger practice than any other physician in the village. 
This is a good evidence of the continued progress of homoeopathy and the 
great change in public opinion in regard to it 

About the year 1850, several homceopathic physicians residing in this 
section of the county met at Dundee by appointment, and organized a medi- 
cal society, under an act of the Legislature of the State, then existing, to 
legalize and establish such organizations.' The society held regular annual 
and semi-annual meetings, which were for a time well attended. Among 
the members whom I now recollect were Drs. Huson, Gulick, Rogers, 
Nobles, Malin, Flemiug and Westcott, but others, whose names I do not 
recall, belonged to the society. These meetings were a source of enjoy- 
ment and strength to the members, and did much to advance the cause of 
bomoeopathy, which, up to this time, (1850,) had gradually and surely 
gained ground, particularly in the more northern and western portions x>f 
the county. We were all actively engaged, and our practice has continued 
l^ood to the preset time. 

[Assem. No. 16l.] 24 
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Daring the last two or three years malignant sore throat and diphtherli 
have- prevailed to a considerable extent in this county, and, in the treiV 
ment of these diseases, homoeopathy has been eminently and decidedly sw- 
oessful. Everywhere its triumphs in combating this last most diaagrceaWe 
and formidable scourge have brought it before the public in the roost flit- 
tering and encouraging light. Of two hundred and thirty cases of throil 
disease, treated in the circle of our own practice, ranging through varioog 
grades, from mild to malignant in the fullest sense of the word, we hate 
lost but five cases by death. We do not speak of this in a light spirit of 
boasting, for many homoeopathic physicians may have done even better than 
this, but rather in a spirit of thanksgiving to Him who has vouchsafed to 
us specifics so efficacious in this very prevalent and uncertain disease, with 
sufficient knowledge to enable us to administer them in a proper manner. 

In conclusion, we take pleasure in saying that, in the treatment of ill 
diseases, whether acute or chronic, homoeopathy has proved itself worthj 
of the name and standing it has attained; and, from its small beginning, ii 
1843, it now stands in the first rank of medical practice in this county. 



i 
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ULSTER COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Article 96. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1866. 

97. Proceedings of the First Meeting, held May 10, 1866. By the 
Secretary, Everett Hasbrouck, M. D., of Modena. 

ARTICLE XCVI. 

List of Offioersj Delegates, Oommittoes, and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED MAY 10, 1866. 

Dr. Daniel L. Everitt.. Modeoa President. 

Garrett D. Crispell. Kingston 'Vice-President. 

Everett Hasbrouck. Modena Secretary and TreasV. 

cENsoaa. 

Dr. Stephen W. Oerow New Paltz Ulster county. 

Theodore Quick. . . . Milton do 

Frederick W. Ingalls Kingston do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE H0M<B0FATHtC MEDICAL 80CIET7. 

Dr. G. D. Crispell, Dr. Theodore Quick, Dr. Levi Shaffer. 

ALTERNATES. 

Dr. Stephen W. Gerow, Dr. A. P. Heaton, Dr. Fredrick W. Ingalls. 

EXECUTIVE GOKHITTEE. 

Ik. E. Hasbrouck, Dr. S. W. Gerow, Dr. G. B. Ketohum. 

COtftflTTEE TO DEVISE AND PROCURE A SEAL FOR fHE SOCIETY. 

Dr. G. D. Crispell, Dr L. Shaffer, Dr. F. W. Ingalls. 

HEUBER3. 

Dr. Garrett D. Crispell . Kingston Ulster county. 

Frederick W. Ingalls do do 

Levi Shaffer do do 

Daniel L. Everitt. . . Modena do 

Everitt Hasbrouck. do do 

Stephen W. Gerow. New Paltz do 

George B. Ketchum ► do do 

Theodore Quick. . . . Milton do 

A. P. Heston Highland do 

fi^tthew McCollum New Hurley do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers, is held in the month of 

May of each year. 
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ARTICLE XCVII. 

i 

ProceedingB of the First Meeting, held May 10, 1865. By the Secretaiy, E. Eis- 
BBoncK, M. D., of Modena. 

At a meeting of the homoBopathic physicians of the county of Ulsta, 
held at the court house in said count}', Wednesday, May 10th, 1865, fortbe 
purpose of considering the propriety of organizing a county medical societj, 
in accordance with an act of the Legislature, passed April ISth, 1857, tbe 
following physicians were in attendance: Drs. Levi Shaffor and F. W. 
Ingalls, of Kingston; Theodore Quick, of Milton; George B. Ketchum,of 
New Paltz; Daniel L. Everitt and Everitt Hasbrouck, of Modena. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. F. W. Ingalls, and organized bj 
the appointment of Daniel L. Everitt as chairman, and Dr. Everitt Hu- 
brouck as Secretary. After consideration it was resolved to form socfa 
society. It was moved by Dr. Ingalls that a committee of three be ap* 
pointed by the chairman to report a constitution and by-laws. Dr. Ini^alla, 
Quick and Ketchum were appointed, who, after consideration, preseoted 
their report, which was accepted, and the committee discharged. The cod- 
stitution and by-laws being read and considered were adopted also. 

Dr. Garrett D. Crispell, of Kingston, Dr. A. P. Heston, of Highland, Dr. 
Stephen W. Gerow, of New Paltz, and Dr. Matthew McGollum, of New 
Hurley, being absent an(]^ known to be in favor of the organization, irere 
duly elected members. 

Those present having signed the constitution and by-laws, an electioi 
for permanent officers was next in order and resulted as follows: 
Daniel L. Everitt, M. D., President. 
Garrett D. Criepell, M. D., Vice President. 
Everitt Hasbrouck, M. D., Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Stephen W. Gerow, M. D. Theodore Quick, M. D. Fred. W. Ingalls, M.D. 

Drs. Crispell, Shaffer and Quick were elected delegates to the St«te 
Medical Society. Drs. Gerow, Ingalls and Heston their alternates, to hold 
Uieir offices according to the regulations of the State Society. 

Drs. Crispell, Shaffer and Ingalls were appointed a committee to devise 
and procure a seal for the use of the society. 

On motion. Resolved, that the secretary be authorized to procure the 
publication of one hundred copies in pamphlet form of the proceedings of 
liiis meeting, and distribiite them to the members, and forward a copy to 
each of the various homoeopathic publications in the United States aod 
newspapers in the county. 

On motion, Resolved^ that the next annual meeting be held at the villa^ 
of New Paltz, on the second Tuesday in May, 1866, a 1 o'clock, p. m. 

The chairman appointed Drs. Gerow and Ketchum in connection with the 
secretary, an executive committee, as provided in the by-laws. 
On motion the society adjourned. 

DANIEL L. EVERITT, M. D., PreM&d^ 
EvBRTTT Hasbrouck, M. D., Secretary, 
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WASHINGTON COUNTY HOMCEOPATHIQ MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Article 98. List of Officers, Delegates, and Members, 1865. 

99. Proceedings of the First Meeting, held January 25, 1865. By 
the Secretary, H. J. Ward, M. D., of North Granville. 

ARTICLE XCVIIL 

list of Officers, Delegates, and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED — ^JANUARY 25, 1865. 

Dr. W. G. Wolcott Whitehall President. 

John Sarle North Granville Vice-President. 

H. J. Ward do Secretary and Treas'r. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Charles Lowrey. . . . Union Village Washington county. 

George H. Beach . . . Sandy Hill do 

H. K. Bennett Hartford do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE H03f(E0PATHIG MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Dr. Charles Lowrey, Dr. H. K. Bennett. 

ALTERNATES. 

Dr John Sarle, Dr. George H. Beach. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. W. G. Wolcott Whitehall Washington county. 

L. W, Kennedy. . . . Cambridge do 

Charles M. Mosher. £a»ton do 

James Rice Fort Ann do 

G. H. Billings North White Creek do 

John Sarle North Granville do 

H. J Ward do do 

Charles Lowrey. . . . Union Village do 

H. K. Bennett North Hartford do 

George H. Beach. . Sandy Hill do 

The annual meeting for the election of officers, is held on the second 
Wednesday in June. 

ARTICLE XCIX. 

Proceeding? of the First Meeting, held January 25, 1865. By the Secretary, H. J. 
Wabd, M. D., of North Granville. 

A meeting of homoeopathic physicians was held at the office of Drs. Wol- 
cott and Lowrey, in the village of Whitehall, on Wednesday, the 25th day 
of Juuuary, 18G5, for the purpose of orgaui^iug a couuiy huJUU)opaUiie 
medical society. 
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Dr. "JV. G. Wolcott, of Whitehall, was chosen Chairman, and Dr. H. J. 
Ward, of North Granville, Secretary. 

On motion a list of the names of the physicians present was made by the 
Secretary, as follows: 

Dr. W. G. Wolcott and Dr. Charles Lowrey, of Whitehall; Dr. John Sarlc 
and Dr. H. J. Ward, of North Granrille; Dr. James Rice, of Port i^nn; Dr. 
H. K. Bennett, of North Hartfoi'd, and Dr. George H. Beach, of Sandy HilL 

On motion, 

Besolvedj That the physicians and surgeons present proceed to orarsnize 
a homoeopathic medical society, for the coanty of Washington, in the State 
of New York, in pursuance to an act entitled an act to incorporate homoeo- 
pathic societies, passed April 13th, 1857. 

The Chairman announced the first business in order — the election of offi- 
cers for the ensuing year, with the following result: 
Dr. W. G. Wolcott, President. 
John Sarle, Vice-President. 
H. J. Ward, Secretary and Treasurer. 
Lowrey, Beach, and Bennett, Censors. 

On motion, Dr. Charles Lowrey and Dr. H. K. Bennett were chosen dele- 
gates to the State Homoeopathic Medical Society, to be held in the city of 
Albany, February 14, 1866. John Sarle, of North Granville, and George 
B. Beach, of Sandy Hill, alternates. 

On motion. Dr. Sarle and Dr. Ward were appointed a committee to frame 
by-laws, to be reported for adoption at tlie next meeting. 

After the passage of the usual resolutions, the society adjourned to meet 
at Fort £dward, the second Wednesday in June, 1865. 

The society were then invited to partake of a bountiful collation at the 
house of Dr. Wolcott, where the fraternity did ample justice to the rnsnj 
good things prepared for them by Mrs. Dr. Wolcott. 
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Article 100. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 
101. Report of the Wayne County Ilomoaopathic Medical Society, 
comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the First Aunnal Meeting, held Jane 7, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the First Semi- Annual Meeting, held Decem- 

ber 6, 1864. 

C. Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting, held June 13, 

1866. By the Secretary, E. R. Heath, M. D., of Palmyra. 

ARTICLE C. 

I 

List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1864-65. 

OFFICERS ELKCTED JUNE 7, 1864. 

Dr. Durfeo Chase Palmyra President. 

M. F. Sweeting .... South Butler Vice-President. 

Edwin R. Heath. . . . Palmyra Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. A G. Austin Williamson Wayne county. 

A. P. Throop Palmyra do 

M. F. Sweeting. . . . South Butler do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE BOMOCEOPATHIC MEDICAL SOCIETT. 

Drs. A. G. Austin, M.«P. Sweeting. 

ALTERNATES. 

Drs. L. Goedecke, E. R. Heath. 

Delegates to the Cayuga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — ^Dra. M. 
F. Swe€ting, E. R. Heath. 

Delegites to the Ontario County Homoeopathic Medical Society — Drs. A. 
P. Throp, Cyrus Allen. 

Delegate to the Oneida County Homceopathic Medical Society — Dr. Dar. 
fee Chase. • 

Dolegite to the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — Dr. A. 
P. Throp. 

COMKITTEES. 

Drs. D. ^hase, A. G. Austin and M. F. Sweeting, Historical Sketch of the 
Ittroduction and Progress of Homoeopathy in Wayne County. 

OFEICERS ELECTED JUNE 13, 1865. 

Dr. Durfee Chase Palmyra President. 

M. E Sweeting .... South Butler Vice-President. 

Edwn R. Heath. . . . Palmyra Secretary and Treasurer. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. A. (•. Austin Williamson Wayne county. 

S. L Sherman Lyons do 

M. '\ Sweeting. • • • South Butler do 
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DELEGATES TO THE STATE HOMCEOPATHIG MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Drs. A. O. Austin, M. F. Sweeting. 

ALTERNATES. 

Drs. L. Goedccke, Edwin R. Heath. 

Delegates to the Cayuga County IIorooBopathic Medical Society — Drs. M. 
P. Sweeting, 0. C. Parsons, E. R. Heath. 

Delegates to the Ontario County Homodopathic Medical Society — Drs. A. 
P, Throop, Cyrus Allen. 

Delegate to the Oneida County HomcBopathic Medical Society — ^Dr. Dur- 
fee Chase. 

Delegates to the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — Dr». 
A. P. Throop, M. F. Sweeting. 

Delegate to the Monroe County Homoeopathic Medical Society — Dr. / 
O. Austin. 

Committee to prepare an Historical Sketch of the Introduction and Pr> 
gress of Homoeopathy in Wayne County — ^Drs. D. Chase, A. G. Anstin, I , 
P. Sweeting. 

HONORARY MEMBERS. 

Dr. A. P. Throop New York New York county. 

C. M. Boyce Auburn Cayuga do 

J. W. Sheldon Syracuse Onondaga do 

Carroll Dunham. ... New York New York do 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. G. C. Childs ^ Clyde Wayne county. 

Stephen D. Sherman, Lyons do 

L. Goedccke do do* 

Durfec Chase Palmyra do 

Edwin R. Heath ... do do 

Cyrus Allen do do 

M. F. Sweeting. . . . South Butler do 

A. G. Austin Williamson do 

0. C. Parsons Newark do 

The anuual meeting is held on the (list Tuesday of Juhc; the Ecmi&nDinl 
on the first Tuesday of December. 
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ARTICLE CI. 

Report of the Wayne CouTity Homoeopathic Medical Society, comprising: 

A. Proceedings of the First Annual Meeting, held June 7, 1864. 

B. Proceedings of the First Semi-Annual Meeting, held December 6, 1864. 

0. Proceedings of the Second Annual Meeting, held June 13, 1865. By the 
Secretary, £ R. Heath, M. D , of Palmyra. 

A. 

Proceedings of the First Annual Meetino. 

The first annual meeting of the Society was held at the office of Dr. D. 
Chase, in the village of Palmyra, on Tuesday, June *I, 1864, the President, 
Dr. Chase, in the chair. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen responded to their names: 
Drs. D. Chase, of Palmyra; M. F. Sweeting, of South Butler; 0. C. Par- 
eons; Newark; S. D. Sherman, Lyons; A. Throop, Cyrus Allen and B. R. 
Heath, Palmyra. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The chairman of the committee appointed at the last meeting to draft 
a constitution and by-laws, reported the resnlt of their labors for the con* 
Bideration of the Society. 

On motion of Dr. Sweeting, the constitution and by-laws were adopted, 
as presented, and the committee discharged. 

By request of Dr. Sweeting, a list of all the homooopathic physicians in 
the county was read by the secretary, as follows: Drs. G. C. Childs, 
Clyde; S. D. Sherman and L. Goedeckc, Lyons; M. F. Sweeting, South 
Butler; A. G. Austin, Williamson; H. G. Kellogg, Wol cot t; O. C. Parsons, 
Newark; D. Chase, A. P. Throop, Cyrus Allen and E. R. Heath, Palmyra. 

On motion of Dr. Heath, a committee of three, consisting of Drs Chase, 
Austin and Sweeting, were appointed to furnish the Society, at the next 
meeting, with an *' Historical Sketch of the introduction and progress 
of Homoeopathy in Wayne County." This report will contain a list of 
practitioners and their addresses in full; the time of their adoption of this 
system and biographical notices of deceased members of the profession. 

liiquity was made in regard to bluueutd in the charge of members of the 
Society. 

Dr. Sweeting reported his son, who had studied under his direction for 
three years past, and requested the opinion of the Society as to the best 
school at which to attend medical lectures. 

Dr. Sweeting reported one student who had been studying under his 
supervision since spring. 

Dr. Chase also reported a student who intends graduating next winter, 
and Dr. Austin another who has been studying under his supervision two 
years. 

A discussion ensued with respect to the best mode of studying medicine, 
and attending medical lectures. 

Dr. Sweeting related a cure of a gun-shot wound, in which the ball still 
remains in the substance of the lungs. 

At 1 p. M. the Society accepted an invitation to partake of an excellent 
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dinner, prepared by a lady, who by no moans urged the members to pw- 
take thereof in homceopathic doses. 

Afternoon Session. 

On reassembling, a motion was made to resume the discussion of dipb- 
iberia and cerebro-spinal meninflfitiH. 

Dr. Sweeting related a number of cases of cerebro-spinal meningitis, and 
was followed by other members of the Society. They all gave lachesii 
high rank among remedies for this epidemic. 

On motion of Dr. Heath, Dr. Cyrus Allen was elected a member of the 
Society. 

The following gentlemen were elected officers for the ensuing- year: Ik, 
T). Chase, President; Dr. M. F. Sweeting, Vice President; E. K. Heath, 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

Drs. Austin, Throop and Sweeting were electeii Censors. 

On motion, the election of delegates to the State Homoeopathic Medicsl 
Society, was postponed to the next meeting. 

On motion, Dr. M. F. Sweeting was appointed delegate to the Cayi^ 
Oonnty Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

On motion, Drs. Throop and Allen were appointed delegates to the On- 
tario County Homoeopathic Society. 

The thanks of the Society were extended, on motion of one of the mem- 
bers, to our worthy president, for the gentlemanly and impartial nianaer 
with which he governed the actions of the Society; also, for his kind and 
generous hospitality. 

The Society then adjourned, to meet at the office of Dr. G. C. Childs, in 
the village of Clyde, on Tuesday, the sixth da^' of December, 1864, at 10 
o'clock A. M. 

B. 

Proceedings of the First Semi-Annual HsEnNG. 

The regular semi-annual meeting of the Society, adjourned from June 7, 
1864, was held at the office of Dr. G. C. Clilds, in the village of Clyde, on 
Tuesday, December 6, 1864, at 1 o'clock p. m. 

The meeting was called to order by the president. Dr. D. Chase. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen were found to be present: 
Drs. D. Chase, A. P. Throop and B. R. Heath, of Palmyra; M. F. Sweeting, 
South Butler; S. D. Sherman and L. Goedecke, Lyons. 

Dr. G. C. Childs was also present, also Dr. J. W. Sheldon, delegate from 
the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read, corrected and approved. 

On motion, the regular order of business was suspended, in order to pro- 
ceed to the election of members. 

Dr. G. C. Childs was then elected a member, and Dr. J. W. Sheldon an 
honorary member of the Society. 

A communication from Dr. Martin, individualising the remedies aconite, 
arsenicnm, phosphorus and stilphur, was received and read. 

Dr. Sheldon, of Syracuse (late of Memphis), read a report of the com- 
mittee appointed by the Onondaga County Society, to investigate the caw 
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of unequal development of twins, reported by Dr. Brewster, at the meeting 
of the State Society, held May 10, 1864. 

Dr. Sheldon also read a paper entitled "A Case of Cerebro-Spinal Menin- 
gitis, '^ and also one on " The Use of Cantharides in the treatmcAt of Vesi- 
<^ular JElrysipelas of the Face." 

The latter paper called out remarks from a number of the gentlemen 
present. 

Dr. Goedecke related a case of pcisoning by rhus cured with bryonia, 
"wLich was pronounced erysipelas, and treated as such with no beneficial 
results, by several of the most skillful physicians of the old school in New 
York city. 

Dr. Sweeting related cases of vaccination with vaccine taken from the 
arm of a returned soldier, followed by terrible results. It was found that 
vaccinating with matter taken from one suffering from typhoid fever or 
chronic army diarrhoea, produced ulcers and sad constitutional effects. 

Dr. Goedecke advocated the internal administration of variolin as a safer 
and better mode of vaccination. 

The report of the committee appointed at the June meeting to prepare 
an historical sketch of the introduction and progress of the homoeopathio 
system of practice in Wayne county, was called for. 

The committee reported progress, and requested more time. 
Dr. Chase read a paper, giving an account of his conversion to and adop- 
tion of hcmoeopAthy. 
- ' The following physicians were appointed delegates to the State Homoeo- 
pathic Medical Society: Drs. A. G. Austin and M. F. Sweeting. 

ALTERNATES. 

Dr. L. Goedecke, Dr. E. R. Heath. 

Delegate to the Oneida County HomcBopathic Medical Society — Dr. D. 
Chase. 

Delegate to the Onondaga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. — Dr. 
A. P. Throop. 

Delegate to the Cayuga County Homoeopathic Medical Society. — Dr E« 
R. Heath. 

The society then adjourned to meet at the oflBce of Dr. S. D. Sherman, in 
the village of Lyons, on the second Tuesday of June, 1865, at 10 o'clock, a. if. 

c. 

PROCEEDINGS 07 THE SECOND ANNUAL MEETING. 

The second annual meeting of the society was held at the office of Dr. S. 
D. Sherman, in the village of Lyons, on Tuesday, Jnn« 13, 1865. 

The meeting was called to order by the Vice President, Dr. M. P. 
Sweeting. 

On calling the roll, the following gentlemen were found to be present: 
Drs. S. D. Sherman, of Lyons; A. G. Austin, of Williamson; 0. C. Parsons, 
of Newark; M. F. Sweeting, South Butler; E. R. Heath, Palmyra. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

Gorarounications were then read from the following gentlemen: 

Dr. Carroll Dunham, of New York city, on " Pathogenetic Symptoms and 
Characteristic Symptoms." 
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Dr. A. R. Morgan, of Syracuse, a "Clinical report of a Case of Lqjn 
Vulgaris with Eczema Cbronicum," cured by oleander. 

Dr. Heath read an article on *' Burning Itching, with darting*, 8tingi&f 
pains, as Characteristic Symptoms of Apis.'* 

A long but profitable discussion ensued with respect to the repetition d 
doses. 

Dr. Sherman related a case of paralysis produced by taking a dose ood- 
taining two grains of the second trituration of apis. 

Dr. Parsons reported cases proving the efficacy of apis in curing' boils. 

Points of interest were freely discussed, and a general ex^change of 
opinions took place. 

Dr. Sweeting reported a case of lupus of the nose cured by arsenicosi 

Many interesting cases were incidentally elicited, illustrating* the points 
taken in the discussion. 

The usual annual election resulted in the choice of the following* oflBcere 
Dr. D. Chase, President; M. P. Sweeting Vice President; E. R. Heath. 
Secretary and Treasurer. 

Dr. S. D. Sherman was chosen censor to fill the vacancy caused by the 
absence of Dr. Throop. 

Delegate to the Onondaga County Homooopathic Medical Society. — ^Dr. 
M. F. Sweeting. 

Delegate to the Cayuga County HomcBopathic Medical Society. — ^Dr. 0. 
C. Parsons. 

Delegate to the Monroe County Homoeopathic Medical Society. — Dr. A. 
6. Austin. 

Dr. A. G. Austin was appointed by the chair to deliver an address at the 
next meeting of the society. 

The society then adjourned to meet at the oflSce of Drs. Heath and Allen, 
in the village of Palmyra, on the first Tuesday in December, 1865, at 10 
o'clock, A. M. 
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WESTCHESTER COUNTY HOM(EOPATHIC MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 

Article 102. List of Officers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1865. 

103. Report of the WeHklj-^roi" Couiily Honice'ipathic MeJical 
Society. Proceedings of the First Meeting, held February 
1, 1865. By the Secretary, T. C. Fanning, M. D., of Tarry- 
town. 

ARTICLE CII. 

List of 0£Qcers, Delegates, Committees and Members, 1865. 

OFFICERS ELECTED FEBRUARY I, 1865. 

Dr. L. W. Flagg Yonkers President. 

H. C. Jones Mount Vernon Vice President. 

T. C. Fanning • Tarrytown Secretary and Treas. 

CENSORS. 

Dr. Henry Beakley Peekskill Westchester county. 

W. B. Ropes Dobbs Ferry do 

E. V. Brown Tarrytown do 

DELEGATES TO THE STATE H0M(E0PATHIC MEDICAL S0CIET7. 

Dr. Henry Beakley. Dr. W. B. Ropes. Dr. L. W. Flagg. 

COMMITTEES. 

Drs. H. M. Smith, C. Dunham and L. W. Flagg, to procure seal for use 
of the society. 

MEMBERS. 

Dr. H. M. Smith Hastings Westchester county. 

H. C. Jones Mount Vernon do 

L. W. Flagg Yonkers do 

H Kinsley do do 

T. C. Fanning Tarrytown do 

E. V. Brown do do 

Henry Beakley Peekskill do 

J. Johnson Sing Sing do 

Carroll Dunham .... Irvington • do 

W. B. Ropes Dobbs Ferry do 

A. L. Comstock ..... Mount Kisko do 

James D. Sloan. . • • • Cold Spring Putnam county. 

William E. Buckley, Brewsters do 

The annual meeting .is held on the last Wednesday in January; the semi- 
annual meeting at such time and place as may be determined upon at the 
annual meeting. 
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ARTICLE cm. 

Report of the Westchester County HomoBopathic Medical Society. Proceedings of the 
First Meeting, held February 1, 1865. By the Secretary, T. C. Fawning, M. D., 
of Tarry town. 

Pursuant to a call issued by Dr. Flagg, of Yonkers, a meeting of homoeo- 
pathic physicians was held at White Plains, Feb. Ist, to organize a County 
Homoeopathic Medical Society in accordance with the act of the Legislature 
authorizing the same. 

There were present, L. W. Flagg, M. D., Yonkers ; H. C. Jones, M. D., 
Mount Vernon ; H. M. Smith, M. D., Hastings ; E. V. Brown, M. D., Tarry- 
town ] H. Beakley, M. D., Peekskill ; C. Dunham, M. D., Irvington ; W. B, 
Hopes, M. D., Dobb's Ferry ; T. C. Panning, M. D., Tarrytown. 

On motion of Dr. Smith the meeting was organized by electing Dr. Dun- 
ham chairman, and Dr. Fanning secretary. 

Dr. Smith moved that we proceed to organize a Homoeopathic Medical 
Society for the County of Westchester, in accordance with the laws of the 
State. 

Drs. Flagg, Beakley and Smith were appointed a committee to draft a 
constitution and by-laws. After conferring together a constitution and 
by-laws were reported and adopted. 

In accordance with the requirements of the constitution the following 
oflScers were cljected : President, L. W. Flagg, M. D. ; Vice-President, H. 
C. Jones, M. D. ; Secretary and Treasurer, T. C. Fanning, M. D. ; Censors, 
H. Beakley, M. D., W. B. Ropes, M. D , E. V. Brown, M. D. 

Drs. Beakley, Ropes, and Flagg, were elected delegates to the State 
Society. 

Drs. Smith, Dunham and Flagg were appointed a committee to procure a 
seal for the use of the society. 

Dr. Beakley moved that the semi-annual meeting of the society be held 
at Yonkers on the third Wednesday in June, and that the next annual 
meeting be held also, at Yonkers. Carried. 

Drs. Beakley and Dunham nominated for membership Dr. Jas. D. Sloan, of 
Cold Spring, and Dr. W. E. Buckley, of Brewsters, of the adjoining County 
of Putnam. 

Drs. Smith and Beakley nominated for membership. Dr. A. L. Comstock, 
of Mount Kisko, and Dr. H Kinsley, of Yonkers. 

Drs. Beakley and Jones nomiaated for membership, Dr. J. Johnson, of 
Sing Sing. Adjourned. 
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ARTICLE CIV. 

Papers ghowing the Present Position of the AUopathic Brandt, of the K^ar Medical 
Profession, with reference to the Homoeopathic School. Also, the Saccess and Supe- 
riority of the Homoeopathic System of Practice. Selected hy H. M. Paine, M. D., 
of Albany. 

A. Intolerance of the Allopathic School. 
American Medical Association. 
College of Suraeons, Dublin. 
Medicine and Politics. 

B. Mortality in the Army and Navy, due to Allopathic Medication. 

G. A London Life Assurance Company oonyerted to Homoeopathy, by the Erideood 

of Statistics. 
The Hahnemannian Life Insurance Company. 
D. Statistics of Homoeopathic and Allopathic Hospitals. By £. C. Franklin, 

M. D., of St. Louis, Mo. 
£. Homoe^[>athy. Translation from the Swiss " Bund.'* 

A. 

Intolerance or the Allopathic School — American Medical Association. 
"Onr readers will remember that at the time of the attempt to assaesi- 
Hate Mr. Seward, he was suflfering from injuries received from being 
thrown from his carriage. His medical attendant was Dr. T. S. Verdi, a 
homoeopathic physician, under whose care his recovery was progressing 
rapidly, and who, when the excitement at Washington was great and 
when every item was read with eagerness, wrote an account of his patient's 
illness, which Was read before several homoeopathic societies and published 
in some of our Journals. In this account Dr. Barnes, tlie Surgeon-General, 
was mentioned as one of those called in consultation, probably on account 
of his position. Hence the following telegram to the associated press of 
New York, published in the daily papers of June 28th. 

Vindication of the United States Surgeon-Oenerd. — Boston, Tuesday^ Jun$ 
2t. '/At the late session of the American Medical Association, it was 
ehargcd that Surgeon-Ocn«ral Barnes had been guilty of unprofessional 
Gooduct, by consulting with aii irregular practitioner in the case of the 
Sewards. It is officially announced by D. R. H. Stover, of this city, one of 
the Secretaries of the Association, that the charge was dismissed in co'ise- 
quence of its emphatic and unequivocal denial by Dr. Barnes. The publi- 
cation of this fact is important, as it had been omitted in the newspaper 
reports." 
The following is from the New York Evening Post June 28th, 1865: 
Medical Bigotry. — " At the late session of the American Medical Associ- 
ation at Boston^ it was charged that Dr. Barnes, Surgeon- General of die 
United States army, had been guilty of unprofessional conduct, by consult- 
ing \7ith an 'irregular' practitioner while in attendance upon Secretary 
Seward and his son. The allegation was promptly denied, but as the re- 
porters present omitted to make a note of denial, it has been considered 
necessary to telegraph it to the newspapers. 
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" We infer from the language of the denial that, in the opinion of A 
Association, it would have been more * professional ' to let the Secretiql 
and his son die from want of proper surgical advice than for Dr. Barnes ti 
give his skill to a patient at whose bedside he would have to meet a pc» 
titioner, no matter how skillful, who did'not happen to be ' reg-ular/ S^e^ 
lar bigotry has been displayed all through this war. A persistent ci^i 
was made in a majority of the loyal States to exclude homoeopathic phjft 
ciaus and eclectics, without regard to merit and scholarship, from these 
vic<». Ov'casioiially a Governor was found, like Morton, of Tudiaua, vb 
would not permit this middle age intolerance to control his surgically 
p ointments. 

" The people happily have outgrown this infantile condition, and willwl 
suffer a few men to prescribe what shall be considered ' regular ' in mei- 
cine, or orthodox iu religion. The despatch to which we have adask 
might have answered for an encyclical letter a century or two ago, U 
will hardly receive much respect at this period of the world's civilization'^ 

Another Statement. 

''Much surprise has been occasioned by a statement, undei^the telegraf^ 
head of the 27th, that in the late convention of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, held in Boston, Surgeon-General Barnes was held to account, vai 
narrowly escaped expulsion, for •' unprofessional conduct in consaU'wi 
with an irregular practitioner in the case of the Sewards." In othei 
words, the Surgeon-General was denounced for acting as a gentleman <W 
ft man of sense. The charges were based upon the following paragr&i^ 
published from a letter written by Dr. Verdi, Mr. Seward's family php- 
clan, shortly after the occurrence of that terrible assault: 

"Surgeon-General Barnes, Drs. Norris, U.S.A.. and Wilson, Medidi 
Inspector, were sent to my assistance, and I must say to their honor, thil 
their energies were united with mine only to save and relieve the victims, 
and not one descended to that petty professional pique or ill-conceived 
pride of many practitioners in reference 1o associating with a medical gea- 
tleman of a different school of therapeutics. Our intercourse, professiowl 
and social, has been mutually courteous. We 'met on the same Beli, 
inspired by the same ambition to work together for the same end." 

"A more courteous and commendable sentiment could not have hea 
uttered by any man, and it painfully contrasts with the strange conduct o( 
a convention, assembled for the avowed purpose of mutual instructioi^ 
which goes out of its way to denounce as " quacks and irregular practi- 
tioners" those who think differently from themselves, even in such acasf 
as the present, when the person in question is a man educated in the best 
schools of Europe and America, and occupied a high professional andsoci^' 
position. ' 

**It has been said that some injudicious friend of Surgeon- General Barney 
" deemed these charges false in toto^ The facts are, that Drs. Wilscn, 
Norris, and Verdi were associated in treating the cases, and that GeDeni 
Barnes daily consulted with them and made the official reports. 

"In the convention, the Surgeon-General was censured for meeting^' 

•Am. Horn. Rayiew. 
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Verdi in that arena of woe and alarm without protesting against his pres- 
ence, without ordering him out of the room, nay, without forgetting the 
national cararaity, the momentous and perilous condition of several mem- 
bers of that unfortunate family, to descend to professional intolerance and 
bigotry, and make an issue of discord with the Doctor himself, who, after 
all, 'was the regular family physician, at his post faithfully in the discharge 
of his duties. 

Dr. Verdi has been the physician of that distinguished family for nearly 
three years. We recollect his saving the life of Gen, Seward two years 
ago, when brought from the camp to Washington, with life fust ebbing 
away under a most formidable attack of dysentery. Dr. Verdi was also 
' required at Auburn, when the same gentleman was low in typhoid fever; 
and we well remember his successful treatment of the fractured elbow 
' joint of Assistant Secretary Seward last fall. 

Why did not the same convention prosecute those worthy gentlemen of 

the regular army for consulting Dr. Gunning, a dentist of New York, and 

allowing him to apply an apparatus of his own, of wonderful ingenuity 

and success, to Secretary Seward's fractured jaw? Was not Dr. Gunning 

an " irregular practitioner?" He did not even pretend to be a practitioner 

of medicine; and yet what a lesson of skill in surgery he gave. There is 

no doubt that that apparatus saved Mr. Seward's jaw, and probably life. 

Why did the convention pass over all this in silence? They might have 

given a chance to the Surgeon-General to deny in tolo any association with 

Dr. Gunning, of New York. But that was not homoeopathy I 

> We do not propose to discuss the merits or demerits of allopathy or 

homoeopathy, but speak only to deplore the narrow-minded intolerance of 

those medical men who assume the only authority of the medical profession, 

and the power to arraign before their self-made tribunal those who differ 

I in the philosophical conception of the treatment of disease. 

(' This country is progressive, par excellence, and we want no chains to 

the mind. We want a free exercise of our faculties, and, therefore, we 

1 oppose all attempts to make our people subservient to any oligarchy, 

whether political, religious, or medical. If we fight for our political free- 

^ dom, we must also fight for our intellectual; if we want to rise above the 

condition of the old countries, we must break these foolish bonds of 

1 bigotiy.* Common Sensb. 

J Still Another. 

"We cannot refrain from remarking that the American Medical Association 
gahied no credit for its insulting reference to homoeopathists. Secretary 
Seward and the very respectable portion of our community, who prefer that 
mode of practice, have a right to decent politeness at the hands of so-called 
'regular practitioners,' and it simply argues weakness on the part of the asso- 
ciation, if it has no other arguments than sneers and insults. To charac- 
; terizcthe 'course of the present Surgeon General (Barnes) in consulting 
f with a homosopath in the case of Secretary Seward and son, and allowing 
a quack to prescribe medically whilst he was attending surgically, an 

• New Tork Timet. 
[Assem., No. 161.] 26 
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offence of no mean proportions, the high position of the parties making' the 
demoralizing effect the greater/ is simply ridiculous."* 

CoLLKGE OP Surgeons, Dublin. 

"The aged Archbishop Whately was dying of gangrena senilis , and for the 
ootnfort of his family he wished to see a surgeon. His medical attendant 
was a member of the Dublin University and of the College of Surgeons, 
atid had done nothing to foifeit his professional status; yet because he pre- 
scribed medicines in different doses and according to a principle only occa- 
sionally, not uniformly, adopted by the College of Surgeons, the surgeon 
declined to go and see the dying Archbishop, unless his Grace submitted 
to the ignominious condition of dismissing the physician who had been his 
comfort and support for years. The document deserves to be placed on 
record; it runs thus: 

" Mr. A. presents his compliments to Dr. Scriven, and in reply to his note 
just received, begs to say that as his Grace, the Archbishop of Dubliti, ha& 
decided that he will have no surgeon to visit him who will not meet Dr, 
Scriven in consultation, Mr. A. regrets that he cannot have the honor of 
prescribing for his Grace tinder circumstances which would be a direct vic^ 
lation of a recent ordinance of the College of Surgeons of Ireland, of which 
Dr. Scriven is aware." 

"To this remarkable letter the Archbishop replied that he was 'so opposed 
to tyranny in any shape that things must go on as they were.' That is, 
he declined the attentions of the surgeon because he could not accept them 
without giving his countenance to tyranny; and the brave old man pre- 
ferred to die true to himself rather than to give up the principle for which 
he had been contending daring his whole life.f 

Medicine and Poutics. 

** The practitioners of allopathic medicine are so very anxious to over- 
throw or detract from the merits of anything that is homosopathic they 
sometimes allow themselves to sink into the lowest quagmires of folly. 

" The honorable Capt. Robert Grosvenor was one of the candidates of the 
Westminster election, and Dr. Tweedie was on the Captain's committee. 
The former gentleman was accused of being tinctured with homoeopathy, 
whereupon Dr. T. wrote to ask him if the insinuation were true, for in case 
it was he should wish to withdraw his support. To this the gallant candi- 
date sent the following reply: " Whenever I am ill, which, by the blessing 
of Providence, does not happen very often, I apply for advice and assist- 
ance to the doctor of my regiment, who is, to the best of my belief, a very 
orthodox practitioner." The doctor characterized this reply as *' equivo- 
cal," and withdrew his name. The Lancet, with an ardent zeal for ortho- 
doxy, holds him up as an example to his brethren. 

" As a profession," says this journal, *' we can have no faith in the politi- 
cal wisdom or leglislative fitness of a man who, on questions of medical and 
sanitary legislation, stands on the senseless platform of the homoBopathio 
delusion. Dr. Tweedie will deserve and meet with the cordial approbation 
of his professional brethren. The question put is plain and distinct; the 

• Boston Congregationalist. t Western Obserrer. 
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answer 18 singularly nnsati&factory. It remains for Captain Grosvenor to 
speak in language which cannot be mistaken. The profession will pause 
for his reply. The question admits of as clear an answer as one which 
relates to the extension of the snflfrage or the vote by ballot. It must be 
borne in mind that the honest practitioners of medicine, in withholding 
their support from Captain Grosvenor, are acting from purelj^ conscientious 
motives. They justly regard homoeopathy as a very senseless, and wilhal 
a very dangerous error, and thoy could not consistently vote for a candi- 
date for their suffrages who holds a contrary opinion."* 

Captain Grosvenor published the following admirable reply to the Lan- 
cet in the Morning Post and other London papers: 

Odium Medicum, 
To (he Editor of (he Morning Post : 

Sir — A gentleman of the name of Tweedie, a doctor of medicine, has, 
with two of his own, published a short note of mine in the Lancet, and 
the correspondence is accompanied by an article in that valuable journal, 
from which it appears that under pain of being allowed to bleed to death 
for want of orthodox medical assistance in the Westminster election, I am 
to denounce homoeopathy as a dangerous and damnable heresy, and promise' 
to do all I can to prevent its future practice in her majesty's dominions. 
As, according to the Lancet, the medical profession is in the act of paus- 
ing for a reply; and as, moreover, it is peremptory in the demand that such 
reply shall be immediate and final, perhaps you will allow me in your col- 
umns to state that I have no bias in favor of any particular variety of 
medical practice, but that, being firmly attached to the principles of lib- 
erty, I uphold every man's right to his own opinion, and to a practical 
expression of it as far as is consistent with the law. I am, therefore, res^ 
olutely opposed to anything like persecution arising from differences of 
opinion, whether in religious, political, or scientific matters. If Dr. Twee- 
die, and such other members of the medical profession as agree with the 
'Lancet, should, on these grounds, withdraw their support from me at the 
ensuing election, I shall be grieved, but not surprised; because, from the 
tone of the remarks in that journal, I am under some apprehension of hav- 
ing been mistaken for the conservative candidate.f 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

R. W. Grosvenor. 

The following extract, taken from a New York paper, refers to the pre- 
ceding correspondence : 

"We have heard more than was pleasant in 'Martin Ohuzzlewitt' an<i 
in other books by English travelers of our partisan intrusion upon the sanc- 
tities of private life and opinion; but no candidate, to our knowledge, in 
this country, was ever pronounced unfit for a seat in the House of Repre- 
sentatives because he believed in homoeopathy! Yet this measure of a 
man's patriotism and public ability has actually been applied within a few 
weeks in England, and a candidate has been declared by one of his own 

* Western Obserrer. f I^ndon Homceopathio Review. 
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Gommittee (an allopathic M. D., of course), unfit for the House of Commons, 
because he preferred the pellet to the bolus I A politician who, when sick, 
insisted upon infinitesimal doses of nux vomica or pulsatilla, and wha 
ooughed scornfully at honest calomel by the grain and trusty castor-oil by 
the spoonful, could not be otherwise than grossly unfit to legislate for the 
British Empire. He was remorselessly abandoned by his allopathic ally, who 
wrote at once to the newspapers, and published to all the world the Roman 
virtue with which he had vindicated pharmaceutical orthodoxy I 

The writer of the above paragraph truly remarks that, ''human nature 
is much the same at all times and everywhere.'^' He, doubtless, was not 
aware that in this country a similar and equally abortive attempt had been 
made to force a candidate for Congress to publicly disclaim any proclivi- 
ties in favor of homcBopathy, thereby to make him particeps criminis in an 
effort to bring disgrace upon a large, respectable, and legally recognized 
class of the regular medical profession. 

'In July, 1868, when Hon. F. P. Blair was a candidate for Congress, 'an 
inquiry ' appeared in one of our daily papers, requesting him to state 
whether he was a trustee of the Homoeopathic Medical College of this city. 
This was signed " Many Physicians." The day after, the following inquirjr 
appeared : 

An Inquiry. 

Mb. F. p. Blaib — Dear Sir : We notice in the Republican of Wednesday, 
that "Many Physicians" have interrogated you with regard to your sym- 
pathy with homoeopathic medicine. Allow me, on behalf of another 
equally time honored and scientific body, to ask whether it is true that you 
have made the unequivocal declaration that " the moon is not made of 
green cheese," contrary to the general faith of our learned men, since the 
time of Copernicus. Many Astronomers. 

"On the following Sunday and Monday, July 18 and 19, in the same paper* 

(the Missouri Republican,) this appeared : 

** Quod medieoriim eit, 
PromittaDi mediol." 

"Hon. F. p. Blair — Dear Sir : We addressed a note to you through the 
daily Republican, of the 2d inst, requesting information in relation to 
your having been appointed one of the Trustees of the Homoeopathic college 
— now about being established in this city. We also ask your Honor if 
you were using your influence to promote and establish this ism in medi- 
cine. It is a matter of regret to us, that you choose to take no notice of 
our interrogatories addressed to you in that communication. We are, 
therefore, forced to the conviction, that you were fully aware of the ap- 
pointment, and that it was done with your entire approbation and consent^ 
and that you are at this time using your influence to further the influence 
of these quacks and charlatans in the medical profession. With all these 
facts, before the physicians, and druggists, of this Congressional district, 
you surely cannot expect their support in this canvass. We do not ques- 
tion in the least your right or privilege to embrace any doctrine (however 
absurd) in medicine, or any other fanaticism that your Honor's fancy may 
choose. But, sir, when a man becomes a candidate for a public office, we 



I 



MOBTALITT IN THE AB:Mr. 389 

claim it as a right of every citizen, to know his opinions on all subjects 
-wherein the welfare and happiness of the citizens are concerned. We 
imagine that no sane Catholic or Protestant, would suffer himself to be 
found closely associated with a modern "Litter Day Saint, or Mormon/* 
-with all of his fanatical views and opinions of the Christian religion, nor 
can you expect the members of our noble profession to be found associated 
"with HomoBopathists, and their supporters. We hold it to be our duty to 
expose error wherever it may show itself, and to establish truth in its stead. 
Respectfully yours, Many Phtsicians. 

" Of what avail are trials like these to overthrow a science that standa 
upon the eternal rock of truth, and when members of the medical profes- 
sion resort to the finesse of the ordinary politician, what becomes of that 
moral dignity which should be one of the attributes of the physician, or 
those rules of ethics by which the profession profess to be governed ?" 

Both the candidates above mentioned were elected to their respective 
oflSces. 

See also articles of kindred import on pages 2, 15, 22, 39, 144, 154 and 15& 

B. 

MORTAUTT IN THE ArMY AND NaVY DUE TO AlLOPATHIO MEDICATION. 

** At the recent annual meeting of the British Association for the promo- 
tion of science, presided over by Sir Charles Lyell, the great geologist^ 
there was read a paper contributed by Mr. E. B. Elliott, of Washington, 
" On Military Statistics of Certain Armies." Prom an abstract of this 
paper in The Reader, an able literary journal, published in London, we 
gather the following facts : 

"The mortality of the United States Volunteers during the fourteea 
months, from July, 1861, to August, 1862, inclusive, was at the annual 
rate of 7 2-10 in every hundred men ; of whom but 2 per cent were killed 
in action, and 5 2-10 per cent died of disease and accidents. 

"Two per cent of deaths from rebel bullets, and over 5 per cent from 
disease and accidents. Wherever homoeopathic physicians have had the 
privilege of comparing results of treatment with their allopathic opponents, 
they have demonstrated that the mortality, attending their treatment, is 
not one-half that of the allopathic school. Hence two and one-half per 
cent of the above loss could have been saved if homoeopathy had been em- 
ployed. The loss of life through allopathic dosing exceeds the loss from 
rebel missiles of war, and yet the fatal drugging* system continues to 
receive support to the exclusion of more rational and humane homoeopathy.* 

c. 

A London Life Assurance Company Converted to Hoiioeopatht by ths 

EVIDENCE OF STATISTICS. 

"The month of December, 1864, marks an epoch in the history of 
homoeopathy, the memory of which will be ardently cherished by every 
homoeopathic physician of the present generation; whilst to this period will 
frequent reference hereafter be made, as that from which is to be dated a 

remarkably rapid growth of the system in public estiroation. 

, — — — — — _^ 1 

*Amer. Horn. ObMnrer. 
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" On the 16th of December, 1864, there met together at the Freemasons' 
Hall, in Loudon, under the presidency of Lord Henry Gordon, a number of 
individuals — in no respect identified with homoeopathy, bat simply con- 
cerned in the promotion of their own pecuniary interests — to consider the 
bearing of this system of medical treatment on the health and life of the 
community. The parties referred to are the directors and shareholders of 
a company entitled "The General Provident Assurance Company." The 
object of such institution is, we need hardly remark, commercial gain; and 
one of the principal means employed is an investigation, conducted with 
scientific severity, into the duration of human life, with all the concomitant 
circumstances which tend to afi*ect the health of individuals and classes. 

** Hitherto, the actuaries of these valuable institutions have disreg-arded, 
and therefore omitted from their calculations, the very important considera- 
tion of medical trealment. The keenness of competition, however, which 
characterizes every department of trade in the present day, and stimulates 
to their utmost extent the intellectual faculties of our men of business, haa 
at length made itself felt, even amongst these very conservative establish- 
ments; and as a consequence, we find, in the case of the General Provident 
Assurance Company, the actuary directed to make an investigation into 
the hitherto unexplored region of comparatioe medical treatment — with what 
result it is scarcely necessary to inform the readers of this journal. 

*' To some at least of the directors of the Provident, this result no doubt 
presented itself in the light of a discovery; to none could it be otherwise 
than gratifying to learn that their labor had been rewarded by the acqui- 
sition of data, capable of being turned to very profitable account, in the 
following well-ascertained facts: — That persons treated by the homoeopa- 
thic system enjoy more robust health, are less frequently attacked by dis- 
ease, and when attacked, recover more rapidly than those treated by any 
other system ; that with respect to the more fatal classes of disease, the 
mortality under boma3bpathy is small in comparison with that under allo- 
pathy ; that there are diseases not curable at all under the latter system, 
which are perfectly curMe under the former ; finally, that the medicines 
prescribed by homoeopathic physicians do not injure the constitution, whereas 
those employed by allopaths do not unfrequcntly entail the most serious, 
aud in many instances fatal consequences. 

** These data obtained, the directors had but one duty to perform alike to 
themselves and to their constituents, which was to summon a meeting of 
their shareholders, and to lay befi^re them the facts they had collected, and 
. the decision at which they had arrived, viz., " to open a special section for 
persons treated by the homoeopathic system at a lower rate of preuium thak 
THAT charged ON OTHER LIVES." And without a dissentient voice this pro- 
position of their directors was adopted by the shareholders of the General 
Provident Assurance Company. 

" Here, then, we have a testimony borne to the great practical value of 
homcBopathy which nothing can gainsay — against which ridicule and abuse, 
the only weapons by which we have hitherto been attacked, can avail 
nothing. It is not with '' individual opinion " that our opponents have now 
to deal-— not even with the opinions of such men as the late Archbishop of 
Dublin ; the late Dr. Gregory, Professor of Chemistry in the University of 
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Edinburgh ; or the late Dr. Samuel Brown, a man worthy to rank with the 
illustrious Faraday — all of whom lived and died in the faith of the truth of 
homoeopathy — not to mention a host of other names of men, living and 
dead, in every department of literature, science and art. It is not with 
individual opinion, we repeat, that our opponents have now to deal. They 
are now confronted with the result of an investigation directed to be made 
by a body of commercial men, for commercial purposes — conducted with 
that marvelous precision which has exalted the investigations of the assu- 
rance offices of this country to the rank of scientific verities — and endorsed 
by men whose intellectual faculties, when summoned to decide, must have 
been in liveliest exercise, seeing that they had to determine on a question 
in which they were without precedent for a guide, and in which their 
pecuniary interests were deeply concerned.* 

Obganization op a Life Insurancs Company by Patrons op Houosopathy. 

In this country an organization similar to the one just mentioned has 
been recently effected. A company named '' The Hahnemannian Life Insu- 
rance Company," located at Cleveland, Ohio, has issued a circular contain- 
ing the following statements : 

*' The Hahnemannian Life Insurance Company, organized under a per- 
petual charter, with a capital stock of $200,000, (with the privilege of in- 
creasing the same to $1,000,000,) proposes to issue policies of insurance 
upon the lives of persons who are patrons of homooopathy, at ten per cent 
less than on those of persons patronizing other modes of medical treatment. 

** The stockholders of this company are among the wealthiest men of the 
country, and being individually liable, under the laws of Ohio, must render 
it as strong, if not stronger, than any stock or mutual life insurance com- 
pany hitherto organized in the United States. Its board of directors is 
made up of experienced capitalists and eminent business men, whose names 
are not used simply for show. 

"This company, based upon justice to the homoeopathic profession and 
their patrons, looks to you for support against those who have hitherto 
ignored your abilities and the superiority of your mode of practice. While 
it vindicates you, and offers policies of insurance to your patrons at lower 
rates tlian any other company in the country, it pays a just and long 
merited tribute to the discoveries and labors of the illustrious Hahnemann. 

** The fact is well known to the directorship of this company, that the ratio 
ofmortality among the patrons of homoeopathy, isless than among the patrons 
of other schools of practice ; hence, the lessening of the premium for such, 
and hence the appointment of homoeopathic physicians to examine its sub- 
jects for insurance." 

This enterprise is one which commends itself to the homoeopathic profes- 
sion, not for pecuniary considerations merely, but also, to demonstrate by 
statistical evidence the most reliable that can be obtained, to the superi- 
ority of the homoeopathic system of practice. This will prove a most 

* Am. Horn. Beriew* 
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thorough and dcctsiTe test, the sncceRS of which is eminentlj cftlcnTated to 
promote the growth and prosperity of the homoeopathic school throughoat 
the world, and as Huccess cannot be attained Without the aid of the hoiTiCBty 
pathic profession, every member of our school will doubtless uubesita* 
tingly give to it his undivided personal interest. 

D. 

Statistics of Hohceopathic and ArxoPATHic HosprrAts. 

Bj E. C. Fbavkliv, M. D., Profeuor of Surg$ry in tk§ Homaopathic Midical CoO$g9t( 

MiiMonri. 

The following statistics of the St. Louis City Hospital (allopathic), as 
embodied in the report presented to the Hon. Board of Health by Dr. Pad- 
dock, resident physician of the city hospital, for the half year ending Sep- 
tember 30tb, 1864, presents tn a tabular form the operations of that insti- 
tution for the period referred to. 

St. Louis Citt Hospital, October 1, 1864. 
To the HonorMe Board of Health: 

Gentleurx: In accordance with the requirements of your honorable body, 
I herewith respectfully submit for your consideration the following report^ 
being my semi-annual report of the transactions of the medical department 
of the hospital for the half year ending tiw* 30th September, 1864. 

The following tables show the whole number of patients treated, their 
diseases, the number dischargt d, died, and the number still remaining in 
the wards: 

DiAOiiOSU. Ne. of omm. Diioharg«d. Died. RenaioiBg. 

Abscess • 6 5 1 

Anasarca 4 12 

Asthma 5 4 

Ascites 3 . . 1 

Abortion 1 1 

Ambustio 7 5 1 

Bronchitis 19 19 

Cancer t 

Cnn*n«io 40 

Conjunctivitis • 2 

Concussion of brain 2 

Concussion of spinal cord 1 

Curvature of spine 1 

Cancrum oris 1 

Delirium tremens 26 

Debility 81 

Dysentery 30 

Diarrhoea 106 

Dementia 1 

Dislocation of hip-juint 1 

Erysipelas. ,. 14 

Eczema 1 

Frost bite 2 

Fistula in ano 1 

Fcvci, iiilcrmlUcht 53 

Fever, remittent 10 

Fever, puerperal 1 
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DiAONOSifl. No. of oases. Discharged. Died. Remaining. 

Fever, typhoid 10 2 7 1 

Fractures 9 7 .. 3 

Foranculus 1 1 

GonoiTlicBa 13 12 . . I 

Gleet 1 1 

Hemorrhoids 4 4 

Hemorrhage, pulmonary 1 • • 1 . « 

Hernia, strangulated 2 1 .. 1 

Heemoptysis • • 1 1 

Hj'Bteria 1 1 

Icterus • 4 3 .. 1 

Insanity 14 11 .. 3 

Inanition 1 .. 1 

Infiammation • 2 2 

Leucorrliea 4 4 •• v.. 

Moribund 5 .. 5 

Mania a potu 2 2 

Marasmus 2 .. 2 

Melancholy 1 I 

Menorrhagia 2 1 .. I 

Necrosis 8 6 1 1 

Nephritis 1 1 

Neuralgia 3 3 

(Edema 1 1 

Opacity of cornea 1 1 

Ophthahnia 32 25 .. T 

Orchitis 3 8 

Pneumonia 23 10 12 1 

Pregnancy and parturition 74 48 * . . 26 

Phthisis pulmonalis 25 8 12 5 

Pleurisy 4 4 

Prolapsus uteri 2 2 

Paralysis 8 6 2 1 

Periostitis 2 2 

Phlegmon 6 6 

Premature labor 1 1 

Paraplegia 1 . . . . 1 

Rhenmatifsm 47 37 .. 10 

Kubcola 5 5 

Syphilis 170 150 1 19 

Scabies 5 6 

Sprain 3 3 

Sunstroke , 5 1 4 

Scrofula 2 2 

Sore throat 1 1 

Tumor 2 2 

Toxemia 2 11 

Tonsilitis 1 1 

Tetanus 1 .. .. 1 

Ulcer 8 21 ^ I 6 

Variola , * 7 7 

Vulncra .^ 9 7 2 

Varicose veins 1 1 

Choror. 1 .. 1 

Total 990 731 120 139 
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The number of deaths has been 120 during the past half year, and on 
hundred and thirty-nine (139) are remaining in the wards under treatment 

The medical expenses for the half year ending last night have beea 
$1,249.63, including $414.08, being the amount for medicines furnished tltt 
Health office. Small-pox, and Quarantine hospitals, which, being deducted 
from the total amount, leaves $835.65 as the actual cost for the medical 
department of this hospital. 

It niuy be noticed that the medical expenses of the hospital for the paat 
six months have been much less than they were for the correspoudiBg 
months in preceding j'ears, notwithstanding that the prices paid for all the 
principal medicines have been from two to four hundred per cent, abow 
that formerly charged. 

The average length of time in the hospital for each patient has been 
(excluding the insane) about nineteen (19) days. 

I remain, gentlemen, veiy respectfully, your ob't servant, 

R. H. PADDOCK, Eesident Physiciem, 

Per contra to this report, I will present the statistics of the homoeopa- 
thic hospital iiimer my charge, attached to the Cavalry depot of this ci^. 
This hospital was established by Capt. Ingham Coryell, C. Q. M. of the 
Western Division Cavalry Bureau, March 1st of the present year, for the 
purpose of aflfording medical and surgical treatment to the sick employees 
in the depot. To Mr. Yeatman, President of the Western Sanitary Com- 
mission, is this department indebted for the necessary supply of hospital 
furniture required for the use and comfort of the patients while inm«ate8of 
the institution. The building selected for hospital purposes is situated at 
the western border of the Cavalry depot, and composes a part of the gOT- 
em men t buildings previously attached to the Benton barracks, which, in 
the curly period of the rebellion, was occupied by troops stationed at this 
post The structure is built of rough boards, one story high, ventilated at 
the top with a verandah on either side, for protection from the boisterous 
storms of winter, as well as the excessive heat of summer. It is capable 
of furnishing accommodation for thirty patients, and can be increased to 
fifty if necessity requires One ward is used exclusively for surgical cases, 
and quite a number of fractures have been already successfully treated, 
besides a number of surgical operations have been performed resulting 
from accident or otherwise. 

During the existence of the hospitals, the number of laborers, employees, • 
&c., attached to the depot have averaged about 1,200; and, as the report 
shows, 83S sick and injured have been treated in the institution for the 
half year ending August 31, 1864. The following is a copy of the report 
as made to the C. Q. M* of the department : 
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Report of Sick and Injured treated in Cavalry Bureau Hospital for the half 
year ending August Blst, 1864, by E. C. Franklin, Surgeon in charge. 
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Arthritis 

Abscess 

Amputation 

Bronchitis 

Catarrh 

Contusion 

Cholera morbus . . . • 

Diarrhoea 

Dysenteria 

Diphtheritis 

Erysipelas 

Enteralgia 

Eczema 

Fever, intermittent. 
Fever, remittent . . . 
Fever, typhoid . . . . 

Fracture 

Gastritis 

Gastralgia 

Gonorrhosa 

Hepatitis 

Herpes 

Hemorrhoids 

Icterus 

Impetigo 

Laryngitis 

Maiiia-a-potu 

Nephritis 

Neuralgia 

Ophthalmia 

Orchitis 

Otitis 

Parotitis 

Pericarditis 

Periostitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleuritis 

Rubeola , 

Rheumatism 

Syphilis , 

Sycosis 

Scabies • . . • • 

Stomatitis 

Stricture 

, Scorbutus 

Spinal meningitis . . , 
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( Died from gangrene of the 
•< stump, eight days after the 
( operation. 



C Complicated with menin- 
-jgitis, and terminating in 
( typhoid. ' 
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Tonsilitis < 

Tumor , 

Ulcer 

Varicose ulcer . . . , 

Varix 

Variola , 

Vulnus inclBio... 

Sunstroke 

Tinea capitis .... 

Varioloid 

AH other diseases 



11 
2 

n 

3 
1 
8 

52 
1 
1 
2 

89 



11 
2 

16 
3 
1 
8 

51 
1 
1 
2 

89 



Total 833 813 



5 



15 



Avorapre ]cu<]^th of time in Hospital, 12 days. 



By reference to the figures, it appears that in the allopathic hospiUl, 
witli all the appliances of comfort, professional skill and attendance the 
city affords, the number Hsf patients treated was 990, with a niortalitjrf 
120 and 139 remaining in hospital. This gives the number of deaths t? 
those admitted in hospital as over 12 per cent., exclusive of those remaii* 
ing. The record of the homoeopathic hospital gives 833 cases adroittei 
with JIdb deaths and only 15 remaining in hospital, making a mortality of 
6-10 of one per cent. — a clear gain over its rival institution of 11 and 4-19 
per cent. So much for the general results; and, for fear of any carpiuf 
about the matter, let us examine the comparative statistics of the/dvr 
specific diseases treated in both institutions and their relative results. 

In the allopathic hospital there were treated 30 cases of dysentery, with 
21 deaths, making a mortalit}* of 70 per cent. 

In Ihc homcxjopathic hospital there were treated 32 cases of dysentery, 
with no deaths, 

01' typhoid fever there were 10 cases treated in the allopathic hospitol 
with *l deaths, making a mortality of 70 per cent ; while in the homcoopfr 
thic hospital there were 39 caces treated, with only two deaths, making i 
mortality of only 5 and 1-10 per cent. 

Of diarrhoea there were treated, in the allopathic hospital, 106 casea, 
with 23 deaths, or a mortality of over 22 per cent ; while in the homoeopfr 
thic hospital there were treated 95 cases of diairhoea, and no deaths. 

Of pneximonia there were treated, in the allopathic hospital, 28 caK«» 
with 12 deaths, or a mortality of over 52 per cent. In the homoeopathic 
hospital there were treated o{ pneumonia 13 cases, and no deaths. 

Of the four diseases named, the admissions were more than one-sixth rf 
the whole number received into thu city hospital ; and as the mortality rf 
tliesc four diseases exceeds in number that of any other four diseases, vA 
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<yver one-half of the whole mortality, it is manifest that the diseases named 
uvere the leading and most serious maladies treated in that institution. 
Taking these four diseases conjointly, it appears, therefore, that 169 cases 
-were admitted into the allopathic hospital, of which number 63 died — 
making* a mortality of 37 and 2-10 per cent ; while the whole number of 
Bucb diseases admitted into the homcBopathic hospital were 179 cases, and 
only 2 deaths — giving a mortality of 1 and l-IO per cent. Or, to place the 
results of the treatment side by side, we have : 

Allopathic 
DisoMes. No. of 

1. Dysentery 30 

2. Typhoid fever 10 

3. DianliCBa 106 

4. Pneumonia 23 

Average mortality, 37 2-10 per cent. 

HOMCEOPATHIC. 

DisoMM. No. of CMOS. Diod. Per c'tage. 

1. Dysentery 30 

2. Typhoid fever 39 2 61-10 

3. Diarrhoea 95 

4. Pneumonia 13 

Average mortality, 1 1-10 per cent. 

It is therefore clearly demonstrated that the homooopathic system of 
medicine is infinitely superior, as compared with the allopathic practice in 
the hospitals referred to, and that the record of mortality is largely in 
favor of the homoeopathic system in the general results of hospital practice, 
while in the four principal diseases, and those most fatal in their tenden- 
cies, the comparison is even more overwhelmingly in favor of the homooo- 
pathic spstem of medicine. 

With such a statement of facts, deduced by the statistics of these two 
medical institutions, as presented by their respective medical officers, will 
any one deny the superior advantages homooopathy possesses over its rival 
system of medicine, that boasts '* the learning and investigation of all 
time ?" With a record so largely in favor of homoeopathy, can any one be 
found so deaf to the humanitarian interests of the poor, who seek refuge in 
our medical asylums for protection from the ravages of disease, as to shut 
them out from the ark of safety that homoeopathy extends in the hour of 
sickness and suffering ? 

Let our city fathers look well to this matter, and avoid the terrible 
responsibility that awaits them in the criminal neglect of a duty so plain 
to themselves and so vitally important to the poor who are received into 
our public hospitals.* 

See also an article of like import on page 149, entitled " Comparative 
Mortality Statistics." 



* Western Horn. Obierrer. 
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E. 

Hoic(BOPATHT — Translation from the Swiss "Bund." 

"The members of the allopathic medical profession in the oonncil <tf 
Berne attacked homoeopathy and the physicians who practiced it, in a si^ 
ting of the conncil ou the 13th of March, 1863, in snch a ro&nner thati 
number of the homoBopathic physicians of the said canton, who, hj many 
years of study and experience, were convinced of the truth and advan- 
tages of this system, felt called upon to protest publicly against it iu nam- 
bers 89 and 90 of the ' Bund.' " 

The following is the translation of their protest : 

" It is the lot of every great and newly discovered truth to be misrepre- 
sented and opposed, and this with the greater animosity the more it coo- 
flicts with old and established prejudices and interests of all kinds. 

'' This has happened to the homosopatbio system of medicine in a veir 
conspicuous manner. 

'' It is now sixty years since Hahnemann made public and taug'ht the 
foundation of his new system of medicine. The bold reformer and his 
pupils were persecuteo; ridiculed, and scorned by the so-called orthodox 
doctors, who declared their principles to be so ridiculous and nonsensical, 
that it would be below the dignity of a truly scientific man to make biis- 
self acquainted with the principles and practice of homoBopathy. Bnt 
homcEopathy in its existence has given daily so many theoretical and pnc- 
tical proofs of its universal importance, that, both in its individuality and 
in its immense and incalculable consequences, it deserves to be classed 
amongst the most important discoveries of the age, and to be ranked m 
one of the rarest and most beneficial inventions that humanity has bees 
ever blessed with. 

** The great majority of allopathic physicians have no correct unde^ 
standing of homosopathy, and judge of it only through the dim glasses of 
the prejudices of a thousand years. Few, if any, of those who oppose 
homoBopathy have ever examined the matter thoroughly, as all those who 
have conscientiously done this have- been soon convinced of the truth of 
Hie system and adopted its practice. 

" Homoeopathy can boast of a rich and scientific literature, and a grefti 
number of profound writings in all the languages of the civilized world. 

''In Germany six medical journals are published, treating exclusively of 
homoeopathy; in France and Belgium, five; in Great Britain, five; in Hol- 
land one; in Russia, one; in Italy, three; in Spain, two; in North A.merica» 
seven; in Brazil, one. 

" Homoeopathy, although systematically opposed by its adversaries, and 
excluded from all public medical schools, with the exception of those in the 
United States, where there are six homoeopathic medical colleges, possesses, 
nevertheless, many hospitals and dispensaries; as for example, three in 
Vienna, and one hospital and many dispensaries in London. 

''Tlie results obtained in these homoeopathic hospitals will bear tn 
advantageous comparison with those of the old school, even those which 
are under the immediate direction of th« most renowned professsors of allo- 
pathy. 
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•' In the hospital of St. Margarette, in Paris, there are two divisions, the 
one with one hundred beds, under Dr. Tessier, who treats his patients 
honaoeopathically; and the other, with ninety-nine beds, under Dr. Marotte, 
'who treats his allopathically. 

'* The newly admitted patients are laid in the first free beds which have 
become empty, either in the one or the other section; the trials of the two 
therapeutic methods, therefore, take place under entirely similar circum- 
stances. The mortality in both has given the following results, viz: 

"Allopathic section: during 1849-51, 3,724 patients, 411 deaths, 11 per 
cent. 

"Homoeopathic section: during 1849-51, 4,663 patients, 399 deaths, 
eight per cent. 

" Difference in mortality in favor of homoeopathy of three per cent. 
" The translator of these lines has collated during twelve years, in eighty 
instances, the yearly statements of the principal hospitals in Europe and 
America. The method of treatment in half of them was on the allopathic 
and the other half on the homoeopathic system. The results in all these 
cases were on an average, even still more in favor of the homoeopathic 
treatment than in that above mentioned. 

"A pamphlet entitled * Homoeopathic Statistics, their Bearing on the 
Prosperity of the Working Classes and on Society in General, by Frederick 
Smith,' has lately been published, London, 1863. It contains conclusive 
testimony in favor of homoeopathy. 

"The directors of the hospital St. Margarette, in Paris, state in their 
report: ' With such results we are far from wishing to oppose the free 
practice of all systems of medical science, by prohibiting Dr. Tessier from 
treating his patients homoeopathically. On the contrary, we desire him to 
continue his endeavors as long as they are useful to humanity.' 

**The average duration of the time of sickness in the homoeopathic sec- 
tion was 23 days; in the allopathic, 29 days, so that, thanks to homoeopathy, 
a hospital with one hundred beds would be able to return 300 more patients 
yearly than if under allopathic treatment; or, in other words, a homoeo- 
pathic hospital with one hundred beds would be equal to an allopathic 
hospital with one hundred and twenty beds. 

'* The cost of medicine in the allopathic section was, in the three years 
above mentioned, 23,522 francs; while in the homoeopathic section, in the 
game time, only 300 francs. 

"This shows that homoeopathic treatment in its results not only equals 
but surpasses greatly that of allopa^thy. If the opponents of homoeopathy 
continue to ascribe these results to the natural power or reaction on the 
part of the system, the imagination, the faith of the patient, or superior 
hygienic influences, as they are accustomed to do, they must, if consistent, 
deny all cure by art, and declare their large and repeated doses to be posi- 
tively injurious. 

" The time will soon come, and we hold it to be nearer than is generally 
supposed, when the so-called rational or physiological school will be forced 
to take an important step in advance. It can no longer remain stationary. 
It must carefully investigate and adopt homoeopathy if it would Btill be 
considered a scientific school. The simple system of proving medicines 
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upon the healthy, noting the symptoms produced, and applying these reme* 
dies in practice, according to their specific working thus demonstrated, is 
the fundamental law discovered by Hahnemann, and deserves such investi- 
gation as can only lead to its final triumph and general adoption." 

** The detractors of homoeopathy in the great council of Berne, were inflii- 
csnced by blind prejudice alone; they did not adduce a single authenticated 
fact in support of their opinions. Per contra, may we not be permitted to 
quote the following from a recent work by Dr. Scheffler: 

" I was on the point of giving my opinion on the different views which 
have been adopted theoretically by the several medical schools, coniiucno- 
ing with homoeopathy. I cannot deny that it was chiefly ridicule which 
was on the point of flowing from my pen, for all that I had heard and 
read of this school, contained such obvious opposition to rational science 
and general logic that I could but tr,T *h'^ whole of this so-callod science 
as pure quackery. It struck me, however, that my entire knowledge of 
this school had been derived from its opponents, and I was unwilling to 
write a condemnation on pure foreign anth'^rity. 

" How thankful I have been for this call of my conscience. I could never 
have forgiven myself the sin of a premature judgment, being convinced 
that I could not have done a greater injustice than in this instance. 

" It is true that some of the homoeopathic teachings, at the beginning of 
its existence, were intermixed with error, but these have been partly dcue 
away with, and partly have reference only to secondary things or explana- 
tions which do not regard principal facts. 

"The fundamental law of homcBopathy I declare to be an indisputable 
truth, and a germ capable of benefiting humanity in a high dergree, and I 
consider Hahnemann, its founder, not only a shrewd observer but a sound 
and eminent discoverer. 

"After having gained this conviction nothing is more inexplicable to ra^ 
than the blindness with which the opponents of homoeopathy, belonging to 
the allopathic school, without previously examining for themselves, look 
down upon the younger branch of their science, and which has not only 
considerably influenced their own present practice in regard to doses and 
their repetition, but which has at the same time given proof of efiBciency in 
thousands of instances to those of their friends and adherents who have 
trusted to it their bodily welfare.* 

London HomoBopathio Reriew. 
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ARTICLE CV. 

OireulAr, addressed to the Honusopaihic Medical Pro&asio^y of the State, of Nev Tork.4 
By the Secretaries of the State Medical Society — Q* Babton FkllowSi M, D., Cor-, 
responding Secretary, H. M. Painb, M. D.» 104 State street/ Albany, N. T., Re- 
cording Secretary. 

The object designed to be accomplished in the formation of tbe State 
Medical Society is, as stated in article first of the constiintion, the ** ad-, 
vancemerU of medical science.'* To render this purpose practically 
effective, advantage is taken of the eighit judicial districts int<». which the 
State is divided, by appointing one local committee in each district. Thevse 
committees are appointed annually; are expected to act as chairmen in 
their respective districts; and 'to report regularly on maieria medica, epip 
demies, clinical medicine, and medical statislics. The duties devolving upoi^ 
these committees, about thirty in number, are stated in the following qu<h, 
tation from the by-laws: 

" All committees on subjects relating to the advancement of medica^ 
science, shall be appointed for one year, and until their, successors shall 
have been appointed they shall be deemed t6 have the various matters re-' 
ferred to them constantly under consideration; and it is hereby made their 
duty to report at each annual or semi-annual meeting of the Society." 

I. Commitiees on Materia Medico, 

The commiiitees on materia medica are expected to take a deep- interest 
in the work committed to their •charge, and to extend to the Society and* 
ihe cause tbeic active co-operation. In their'correspondence with the^ph^i 
sicians in their respective districts, they should-^ . . :i 

Set forth the importance of. uaited effort and point out tbemutual beiM^> 
fits resulting from such labor; . 

Urge all to engage personally in the work; and . , t 

Collect, arrange, and present this returns mad^eto iimo^ fqr'publication^ 
in the Transactions of the Society. 

In this department every phytoician' has an o(>portunity directly and per- 
manently to promote the advanceqient of medical scienfie. Whije patho- 
logical research is essential to a correct knowledge of disease accurate, 
carel'ui and systeifiatic trials of, drugs are equally necessary to/e^ect its* 
removal. Every member of the pi^pfessioU; or nearly every one^ can annu- 
ally furnish the Society with a proving either upon himself or spm^ ot^er« 
person. The importance of this labor cannot be over estimated. It is 
very clearly set forth in t^o articles published in this volume, entitle^- 
" Importance of an extensive and uniform system of drug proving/' page.. 
HI, and *' Enlargement of the materia medica,'^ p^e| 164 1% is: very (de- 
sirable that a large number of physicians in th^ State /should engage in the> 
work, and that prorings be confined, until finished, to ofkedriig .^niy. 

fAssem. No. 161.] 26 . . « r ■: 
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II. CammiUeea on Epidemics. 
The committees on epidemicfi are composed in a similar manner, tni 
have similar duties to perform. They present to the profession in all pvti 
of the State a convenient opportanitj to repoi-t, through the chairmen of 
the several district committee^, th^ r^xflta of llbe most approved treataeat 
of the various epidemics that may have prevailed in their respective locali- 
ties. Tbe^annnal ptiblie«tion of ftrll reports fW>m each ^district wilt sKm 
to' collect and render accessible to all the resalt of a vast amonui of expe- 
rience, that will prove of incalculable benefit to humanity and the pro&B- 
sion. Any light that may be thrown upon the pathology and treatment of 
iiymotic diseases, Will prove of practical in^portance The report sboaW 
<rinbrace as fulTjr ^s may be practicable, reliable, statistical iAf>rinatioii. 

HI. CtrtMnOlees on Oorrenpondende, or (Minted MedMne. 

It i& very desirable that clinical reports, consisting of records of case 
hotnoeopathicaTly treated, be prepared and presented at the meetings of fte 
Sbciety. With this end in view committees on correspondence or climal 
liledicine haVe been appoii^ted. It is theiTefore tbe duty of the several & 
tVict con^mitiees to Collect all communications relating to any departmeit 
of medical science, except materia medica and prevailing epidemics, vbk& 
lire assigned" to special committees, and arrange them for presentatioD at 
the meetings of the Society, and prepai^e them lor publ cation in the Tru& 
actions. In .this departrpent ample opportunity is afforded for enbaBciaf 
the practical value of the Society* Let those who have not time or opptf 
tunity for elaborate articles, give brief accounts of interesting facts occor- 
ring in practice, or curativte efibctd resulting from the use of certain medi" 
otnes in particular diseiases or groups of symptoms. Let eacln resolve t» 
^rite 6iit aikd comtnunicate fit the regular meetings evefa* as few as tbet 
or ItMir daises from practice. Inasmuch m moderate effoH onlj is needdd 
if it be general throughout the Society, to secure very gpratifyiag and » 
ccwdin^ly valuable resnfts, it is hoped this work w4n be earnestly os<fe^ 
taken by every member of the profession. The praetioftl vahie of tin 
report, like the preceding, ishii Ibi^Vastiy liugmented by the eoffifmudicstioB 
df Btatisticiil irif(Mitt^t}oh ^eitahtfing to ih^ practice of medicine. 

) lY.fdst of JMioiai^IHsinctB. 

"the firbt (district cbhsi^ts of the dity And comity of Ne^^ Tortt. 

Thb second tfistrict comprises/ ihe counties of fccbmond, Suffblk, OrsBge, 
Klhgd, W^rftdhesfet, Queens. Rockland, Dutches tfnd Piitnahi. • 

" Th6^ fUi*d don^std of the following cot/ntifes: tfoliimbia, Rens^laer, S* 
Ifvaii, tJlster; Albany, Greene and Schoharie. 

"T^hc fbui^ttt coniprises the coT^nties of Warren, Saratoga, St. Lawrence, 
l^jishiti^ton; tsbex, tranltTin, Clinton, Montg'oftiery; flamiltbn. Pulton W 
Sbhettectady. 

The fifth cohsists bt the following counties: Onondaga, Jefferson, OnckJt, 
(WWcgo,^ Herkimei" and Lewis. 

The siltth includes the cotinties of Otseg'o, DelaWsfre, Madison, Cbcnang«, 
Tompkins, Broome, Chemung, Tioga and Cortland. 



^the Beventh eonsidts of the ^ottAties of Liringsion, Ontario, Wayne, 
TMe^^ Stevben, Schuyler, Seneca, Oayngat and Monroe; ^ 

• Tbe eighth cosipHsee the eountiee of Erie, Obautaiiquav Oattaraagus, 
Orleans, Niagara, Genesee, Allegany «id Wyoming. 

• A list of the »eteral dist-riet eooimifttees is published on pageel STt and 2S 
<9f tiiis veiame. 

V. Beport$ of County Medical Societies. 

Another important desideratum is, the annual publication of correct and 
full reports of tbe several county LomoBupathlc medical societies. 
, The secretaries of eacb of the coun;tj^ homosopathic medical societies in 
this State are requested to furnish the recording secretary of this Society, 
on or before tbe first day of January of each year, a report consisting of — 

1. A list of oflloers and, members of their reepective societies^ with their 
address in full. 

2. Biographical notices of any who have died during the previous year« 

3. The time of holding annual and regukir meetings, together with a list 
of, all medical committees, and a complete copy of the proceedings of each 
meeting. 

...4. A copy of all reports of general interest, also copies of addresses ai^d 
communications on subjects relating to medical science: 

Vr. Sistorical Sketch of BomosopaJthy^ 

It is further important that the introduction and progreas of the homoBO* 
pathio school in each county should be published without further delay. 
Many of the pioneers of this system of practice are still living. They now 
h«ve an opportunity to oommunieate facte and incidents (^ great profes- 
eional and fadstorio interest. This report should contain 
- A list of all the practitioners and their addresses in full. 

The tune of their adoption of this system of practice. 

A biographical notie<& of deceased members of the profession. 

. YIL Cbnc^iMfon. 
If every homoeopatbio physician in this State wonld annually furnish the 
history of a single cHnieal coie, and a single drug provirifff the report would 
beeome a vatnable Gontribitkm tb medical aoieiice, and increiisingiy nseM 
to the profession. The chairmen of the several district cemmittees w41 
arrange and classify all such communications, however fragmentary, and 
prepare them for pttblicatioiL A suitable appreciafciaa of so great a favor 
as the pubHcfttfOdMBrf th«f annual report will efttrely prove a powx^rfttl incen- 
tive to the homoeopathic fraternity to labor earnestly and perdeVeringly for 
the advancement of medical science, and the perfection of the homoeopathic 
system of practice. As a part of the regular profession, let us show by 
tbe pablished results of our labors, that we are disposed to contribute our 
quota towards the accomplishment of this desirable end. Ample opportu- 
nity is afforded for the publication of all suitable articles; the secretaries 
would, therefore, urge the profession to send them written communications 
for presentation at the annual meetings, and publication in the Transac- 
tions of the Society. 
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Papers already pablished elsewhere, but worthy of preserraiion aodflt 
general interest to the profession will be aoceptable. It is desirable tkit 
the profession should keep constantly in view the wants of the Sodetjia 
this respect. It represents, in a measure, the annual status of our achoai 
in this State; every effort should therefore be made to enbanoe the genenl 
interest in the Society and arouse the best intellect of our school in ht 
behalf.* 

Contributors of papers for publication should avoid the improper use of 
capital letters, and the underlining of words that are not designed to be 
italicized; should write their communications in a fair, legible hand, oolj 
upon one side of the paper, and commence the &st page about half mj 
down the sheet. 

The secretaries desire to call attention of o£Scers of county societiei to 
the article entitled ** Classification of counties," artide 109, page 412, asit 
is designed to communicate full information respecting the election of dde> 
gutes to the State Society, both as regards the number legally reqnind 
and the time elections are to be held. 

The statement at the conclusion of article 112, on page 421, shows tiiat 
the delegated membership of the State Homooopathic Medical Societjis 
nearly equal to that of the Allopathic Society, and that the excess in tlie 
total membership consists chiefly in the large number of honorary and pe^ 
manent members, to which annual additions have been made for muj 
years past; yet, with this advantage, the total membership of the former, 
indicating its relative representative status, is about thirty-three per cent 
that of the living members of the latter. This encouraging evidence of 
the growth of our system should not render the practitioners of homcBopftft; 
any the less active and zealous in their efforts to promote its beet intereiti> 
The importance of liberally sustaining the State Society to the full mesBOR 
of its usefulness cannot bo over estimated. One of the direct methods foe 
it's accomplishment is the increase of its members by the formation rf 
county medical societies wherever there is a sufficient number of prac^ 
tioners. There are now twenty-three county medical societies. This hub- 
ber may be increased at least ^y per cent, by the organization of societies, 
either in single counties, or by a union of two or more oounties. In con- 
nection with this subject the secretaries desire to call attention to artide 
lot, on page 405, entitled "Importance of Organising Ooanty HomoBopstkic 
Medical Societies." 

• It ii p«rbapa mmeeeMMy to mU Attention to tho fMt, that ardolw TCqniriBg m*^ 
lUh»grapUc iUuitrati(m» ar« tptdaUy iuiriUtU. Contriboton ftr«, roqnind.to f«u^ 
moroly a sketch or diagram of the f abjeet to be eograTed. 
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ARTICLE CVI. 

Civottlar addressed to the Homceonathic Medical Profession of the Staite of New York. 
Sy the Treasurer of the State Medical Sodetj, L. B. Walls, M. D. 

The treasurer would respectfully state that the business of the Society 
necessarily involves the expenditure of a reasonable amount of fnnd»; 
also, that at the present time (October), the expenses exceed the receipts. 
He would therefore request the officers of delinquent county medical socie- 
ties, and permanent members still in arrears, to remit their dues promptly. 

Atl communications respecting the financial affairs of the Society should 
be directed to Dr. L. B. Wells, 225 Genesee street, Utica, N. Y. 



ARTICLE CVII. 

Importance of Oi^puuiing County Homoeopathic Medical Societies. SumoMuy of Legal 
Requirements to be Observed. 

The homcBopathic system of practice has never attained a higher posi- 
tion of infiuence or usefulness than at the present time. With the excep- 
tion only of exclusion from the public charities,, it is in this State fully 
legalized and placed upon an entire equality with Uiat of all others. The 
benefits of local and county associations are obviously of as great value to 
the homoeopathic practitioner as they are to the physician of the old school. 
The iDfloenoe of such associations will largely assist in elevating tbe 
standing and increasing the usefulness of the homoBopathic system of prac* 
tice ; and, by affording the profession an opportunity for the mutual com- 
munication of experiences, will also prove eminently useful in diffusing a 
practical knowledge of the healing art. Inasmuch as progress in medical 
science is chiefly promoted by a comparison and interchange of opinions 
and the results of experience, medical societies are especially designed to- 
promote these ends, and thus accomplish by association what cannot be 
effected by individual effort 

SumiART. 

" Homoeopathic physicians " are authorized to " organize county homoeo- 
pathic medical societies." 

** Five " physicians are necessary to form a society. 

When there are not five legally qualified physicians in one county, they 
are permitted to " associate with the physicians and surgeons of an adjoin- 
ing county " in forming a society. 

The first meeting at which an organization is effected must be held ** at 
the place where the county courts arc appointed to be held in their respec- 
tive counties." 
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"It 18 the duty of the socretarj of each of the coantj medical societiei 
to lodge in the oflSce of the clerk of their respective coanties, a copj of sfi 
the proceedings had at their first meeting." 

The officers are, a president, vice-president, secretary, treaaorer, aa^ 
from three to five censors. 

They are to be elected by ballot at a regular annual meeting. I 

The State Homosopwihic Medical Society condialB of dolegMAea km 
county homoeopathic medical societies, and each eountj society is entitled 
to as many delegates as there are '' ntembecs of the Assembly from t^ 
coonly." 

In order to act as a corporate institution a " seal " miu^t be adc^ted. 

County homosopathic medical societies should be organued tbruogktf 
the State, in order 

1st. To secure and permanently maintain a State Houcsopatbic ifedical 
Society. 

2d. To conform to the statutory enactments of the State, and secure tfae 
protection thus afforded. *' Licensed physicians,'' or " physicians and bv- 
geons authorized by law to practice their profession," are those only wis 
are " members of county medioaltsooietiff,'^ or who have received a "diplo- 
ma" from one of the "incorporated medical colleges in this State,^ a»i 
have *' deposited a copy of such license with the clerk of the county what 
they reside." All others are considered as unlicensed practitioners, aod 
althougph they may by the law of 1844 collect debts for services rendeH 
are yet liable in cases of alleged mal*practice, in a criminal action for i 
misdemeanor, and upon conviction may be imprisoned in a coonty jsfl. 
The licensed praotitionei', however, although liable in a civil action fa 
damages in such a case, cannot be imprisoned. 

8d. To secure the legal right of teaching, which is conferred on tfwff | 
cnly who are " duly authorized by law to practice thmr profesaifiii." 



<;;o»?TiTOXiw. 4ft7 



ARTICLE CVIII. 

Constitation and By-Laws of the HomoBopftfhi6 Medical Society of the State of 

Sewir«*. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Article T. 

Name and Object.-^ThiB association shall be known as the BomoBop^tliio 

Medical Society of the State of New Yqyk, and its object shall be the 

advancement of medical science. ' - 

1 

Articui XI. 

LatDsofthe8kied0med.aparti^4he€antUiU^ 

of New York, regulating the practice of medioine and Skurgery^ abaN be 

deanied.a>parl of this GoastitntioD. 

Article TH. 

Officers, when and how to be elected. — The officers of the society shall be 
a president, three vice-presidents, recording secretary, corresponding Sec- 
retary, and treasurer; all of ^hom shall be elected by ballot at an annual 
meeting. 

Election of Cenwrs.— The society shall also, at an annual meeting, ^lect 
twelve censors, any three of whom shall constitute a quorum. 

Votee of a mqjority necessary to a choice, and term of office,— At all elec- 
tions of officers, the votes of a majority of the members present shall be 
necessary to a choice; they shall hold their offices for one year, and until 
.others shall be chosen in their places. 

AimcLE IV. 
Duties cf afficers.'^The duties of the officers shall be snoh as are pre- 
scribed by the laws of the State, and, in addition thereto^ such as may be 
from time to time designated in the bylaws. 

AimcLB V. . 
How QomiUtuted, — The. society shall b&xompoaed of delegates frqm^^ach 
oounty homoeopathic medical society, and. bompaQpatbic medical college in 
ihis State, and suok othier members as may be de^igiiated in jthe by-UFft 

Article VI. 
Annual meeting, — The .annual meeting of the society shall b^ held in the 
city of Albany, commencing on the second Tuesday of February in each 
year. 

ARTICLE yil. 
Quorum, — At any meeting of the society seven members shall constitute 
,.a quorum. 

Article VIII. . ' 

, Seal, — The society may have a common seal with a suitable device and 
'inscription. 
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AimcLB IX. 

Amendments. — ^This constitation maj be altered or amended bj m, vote af I 
two-thirds of the members present, provided that notice of anch altermttaa 1 
or amendmert shall have been g^ven in writing at the preriovB aavail | 

meeting. 

B T-L A W S. 

Sbction 1. — DuUet qf the President, 

It shall be the dntj of the president to 

Preside at all meetings, — Preside at all meetings of the societj, and calf 
them to order at the appointed time. 
, Announce business, — Announce the order of basiness. 

Put aU qvestions to vote. — Put to vote all questions which occnr in the 
regular order of business, and declare the result. 

Decide questions of order. — Decide all questions of order, subject how- 
crrer to the usual appeal, which appeal shall not be debatable. 

Appoint connmi^^ees^— Appoint all committees not otherwise ordered. 

Sign drafts upon the Tr&Etsurer. — Sign warrants or drafts upon the trcsm- 
urer for such sums as shall bo ordered at any annual meeting. 

Beceive from censors their opinion in writing. — Receive the written opu* 
ion of the oensors in respect to the qualifications of the students examined 
by them. • 

Beceive fee and pay it to the Treasurer. — Receive the sum of ten dollars 
for each diploma granted by the Society, and pay the same to the treasurer. 

Appoint committees to prepare obituaries of deceased members. — Iq case of 
the decease of any member, appoint a committee composed of one or more 
members, to prepare and transmit to the secretary a professional obituaiy 
for publication in the Transactions of the Society. 

Extra meetings. — Direct the secretary to call extra meetings, upon the 
written request of any seven members, explaining the reason for sncb 
. action. 

Ddiver an oifdress.— -Deliver an address at the annual meeting or procure 
a substitute, and perform all other duties required by the laws of the State 
relating to medical science. 

SscnoN 2. — Duties of t?te Vice Presidents. 
• Duties of the Vice Presidents.^^ln the absence of the president, it shall 
be the duty of the vice presidents to perform, in the order of election, tlis 
duties devolving upon that officer, and such other duties as may be re- 
quired by the Society. 

Section 8. — Duties of the Secretary, 

The duties of the secretary are to 

Provide record book. — Provide a book for records. 

Keep a record of all the proceedings, — Record therein the resolutions and 
proceedings of the Society. 

Names of members, — ^The names of members and the date of admission^ 
of each. 

Annual reports, — ^The annual reports made by officers and committees, 
and all such other things as a majority of the members shall think proper. 
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Ddvoer all books and papers to his successor, — ^Deliver the books and pa- 
t>er8 of th/b Society to his saccessor. 

' Proceedings of the first annuai meeting'.— Lodge in the office of the Secre- 
tary of State a copy of all the proceedings had at the first annual meeting. 
Give notice of all meetings. — Give previous notice of at least two weeks, 
by letter or otherwise, to each mimber, of all meetings of the Society. 

Notify chairman of each committee. — Notify the chairman of each com- 
mittee of his appointment, which notice shall contain the name of his col- 
leagues, and shall state the natm-e of the bnsiness referred. 

Sign all acts and proceedings. — Authenticate, by his sigpiiature, all the acts 
and proceedings of the Society. 

Preserve aU documents and papers belonging to the flbcie^.— Preserve the 
aocttments and other papers belonging to the Society, and allow none to 
pass out of his hands or be copied without the consent of the Society ex- 
pressed by resolution. 

Present communications to the Society and conduct Us correspondence. — ^Re- 
ceive and lay before the Society all communications addressed to it by 
persons other than memberis, and generally to conduct the correspondence 
of the Society. 

Duties aJt the meetings of the Society.-^At each meeting record the names 
of all the members present, read the minutes of the one preceding it, and 
all papers ordered by the President or by the Society. 
* jbwide ddegates into four das&ss. — ^Divide the delegates to the Society 
into four classes, in compliance with the sixth section of these by-laws.* 

Not^y the secretaries of county societies. — Notify the secretaries of the 
respective county homoeopathic medical societies whenever the seats of 
kny of the delegates becfime vacant.* 

Publish lists of all ^ members. — Cause to be aunually published in the 
Transactions, lists of all the members of the Society .f 
Section 4. — Duties of the Treasurer. 
The duties of the treasurer are to 

Beceive and be accountable for funds of the Society.^^'Receive and be ao- 
cduntable for all moneys belonging to the Society, and 

Pay out all sums ordered by the Society. — Pay out on the warrant of the 
president, such suras (subject to draft) as may be agreed upon at the annual 
meeting. 

. Report annuaUy. — Report in writing at each annual meeting. 
Sectiok 5. — Duties of the Cemors. 
Thp duties of the censors are t-o 

Examine students. — Examine carefully and impartially each student pre- 
senting himself as a candidate for license to practice medicine and surgery, 
and report their opinion in regard to hie qualifications in writing, to the 
president. 

Decide all questions of appeal.^^Decide all questions of appeal from county 
homcBopathic medical societies relating to the examination or qualifications 
of Btndents. 

• Bee ftraele 109, entitled *< Clanifioation of Coanties/' page 412. 

t See article 110, entitled " Liet of Honorary Membere,^' page 418; article 111, entitlod 
«< lilt of Pennanent Members,'' pago 414, and artklo 119, entiaed <<IiUt of Delogalet," 
pikge4I7. 
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Skction ^-^Memberg. 

Ratio of delegates from county homcoopMic medical aoctetf^s.—Badi 
oounty hooKBopatbic medical eociety in this State, is entitled to elect as 
many delegates to this Society as tliere are members of Assembly from 
their respective countiep; 

From each homceopalhdc medical co2/y«.-^Sach homeopathic medical 
college in this S^tate may respectively elect one delegate to this Society. 

Permanent memimre. — The Society may elect sixteen permanent membeni, 
not to exceed two annually from any one senatorial district, previous nomi'^ 
nation at an anaual meeting being a prerequisite. 

Frivileges of. — Persons so elected shall be entitled' to all the privilf^os 
of membership. 

Six hanotary members may be annuaUy eJeokdy premoua nomimpUQtn n^ 
^mred-^^The Society may elect honorary members, non-resideuts of this 
State, not to exceed six in number in any one year, tb» OAmes of such per* 
sons having been presented at least one year previoos to their eleGtion. 

Priuilegea q^.-^Honorary members shall not be entitled to vote at th^ 
meetings of the Society, or be subject to taxation. 

Delegates to be divided into four c/(use8.<— Delegates to this Society shall 
be divided into four classes, one of whidi shall go out of oflkse annually; 
and it is hereby made the duty of the secretary lo classify them so as to 
keep the number as nearly equal as possible. 

Bbnorary degree of Doeiw of Medidnie to be conferred by BegenU cf the 
University f and who are fAigibie to nommaton.*--Tbe Society may annually 
recommend the names of four persons to the Regents of the Universily for 
the honorary d^^ee of Doctor of Hedieine; provided that the persons so 
recommended shall possess good moral and professional standing, shall 
have attained the age of forty-five years, and shall have received not less 
than two-thirds of the votes of the members present at any annual meet- 
ing. The mode of pomination shall be as follows: The Society shall, by 
.open nomination, present the names of any number of physicians, and 
afterward0 t^ names of the candidates, or .such of them as each member 
shall please to vote for; the number to. be voted for at one ballot shall not 
exceed four, and the names of those pnly who shall have received t^^^" 
thirds of the votes of the members present shall be presented* 

SiEcnoN 7. — Fees, 

County societies to contrWute half a doliar for each memb&r.-^At the an- 
nual meeting the Society may recommend the county medical societies to 
contribute half a dollar for each member of their associations respect- 
ively — also; 

Aiembers taxed one dollar annually. — Assess a tax of one dollar, inclndiog 
the sum above mentioned, upon each member, delegated and permaafiD^^t ^^ 
this Society. 

SfionoK 8. — Oounty JSoeieties. 

Duties cf the secretaries cf the county soctelie^.— The secretaries of ei^ 
of the county homoBopathic medical societies in this State, are requested 
to furnish the recording secretary of this Society, on or before the first ^•y 
of J<%nuary of ^adi year, a report, consisting c^ 
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1. A list of officers and members of their respective Societies, with their 
address in fall. 

2. Biographical notices of any who have died during the previous year. 

3. The tiBie of ^ddiii^ annual juid.regalar nietiingB, itogei^r with a list 
of all medical committeesj and a complete copy of the proceedings of each 
iTieeting. 

4. \. copy of all repor.ta of general interest, also copies of addresses and 
communications on subjects relating to medical science. 

SccnoN d.^-^Gommunicalions* 
Publication of communicoliona. — Communications read before the Society 
become its property, to be deposited in its archives; but no paper shall be 
published as a part of the Tvcinsactions without baviAg been submitted to 
the action of the commdttee on publication. 

S«ctiON IQ.— CpwiwY^. 
Uwecutive committee to he appointed. — There shall be appointed by the 
president, for each sucpessive meeting, in advance, an executive committee, 
whose doty it ffhall be to 

Duties of. — Arrange the sessions of the 'Society, ascertain the names and 
credentials of those in attendance, }e^yn what papers and communications 
members may have with them to present, and so arrange all business mat- 
ters of the Society as to promote the efficiency and usefulness of the ses- 
siona. The secretary shall be chairman; o^her members of tbe committee 
shall reside in the place where the next meeting is to be held; 

Nominating ccmfsmiUee to be appointed; duties of, -^At each annual meet* 
ing a committee on nominations shall be appointed to nominate all officers 
of the Society, permanent and honorary members, the usual medical com- 
mittees, the publishing committee, and delegates to other homceopathic 
medical societies. 

Duties ofmedicd committees. — All committees on anbjects relating to the 
advancement of medical science shall be appointed for one year, and until 
their successors shall have been appointed they shall be deemed to have tUe 
various matters referred to them constantly under consideration; and it is 
hereby made their duty to report at each annual or semi-annual meeting of 
the Society; 

Sbotion U.^^OrSir of Business. 
Order of 6tt»<nwa— At the meetings of the Society the following Bliall 
be the regular order of business: 

1. Communication ft'om the president. 
r£. Heading uf minutes of laM meeting* 
8/ Report of the executive committee on fjiedentials. 
4. Election of permanent ,and honorary members previously nominc^ted. 
6. Appointment of the nominating co;umittcc. 
6. Report of the treasurer. 
1. Annual address; evening of the first day. 

8. Reports of medical committees. 

9. Presentation pf. miscellaneous reports and communications. 

10. Report of thd nominating committee and election of officers. 

11. Adjournment. 

SKctiov 19. — AmendmentH. 
Amendments. — These by-laws may be altered or a^nended at any regular 
meeting by the vote of a majority of members present. 
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ARTICLE CIX. 

OlaMilKcAtioii of Oocntict, wiOi mSunmo^ to th« dwtioii «f Dekgates. 

The State Medical Society is deeigncd to be essentially a representatii? 
body, composed primarily of delegates from the several couDty medial 
societies. County medical societies are required by statute to elect, eTert 
four years, as many delegates to the State society as there are members i 
Assembly from their respective counties. The State society is also legalk 
authorized to elect permanent and honorary members. See list of to 
gates, article 112, page 41T; list of permanent members, article 111, pap 
414; and list of honorary members, article 110, page 418. 

The following statutory regulations require the election every four yesi 
of delegates by the county medical societies ; also a division into fat 
classes : 

** Said (State) society shall be composed of as many members from ead 
county medical society as there are members of Assembly from such coiib^j 
elected by ballot at their annual meeting. 

" The members now composing th|^ medical society of the State of Nei' 
York from each of the four great districts, shall remain divided into fosj 
classes, and one class from each of said districts shall go out of office 
annually. 

'* In case there shall be an addition to the number of members composiay 
the medical society of the State, that in that case it shall be in the pover 
of the said society, at any of their annual meetings, and as often as tir 
shall judge necessary, to alter and vary the classes in such manner astitf 
one-fourth of the members from each of the great districts, as near as n^ 
be, shall annually go out of oflSce. 

•' It shall be the duty of the secretary of the medical society of the SW 
of New York, whenever the seats of any of the members shall becon 
vacant, to give information of the same to the respective county societiefi 
to the end that such county societies may supply such vacancy at thes 
next meeting." — Revised StatvUea. 

By means of the following arrangement county medical societies are di^ 
ded into four nearly equal classes, thus securing the annual election cf 
about one-fourth the whole number of delegates to the State society. 

Inasmuch as one-fourtii the number of delegates go out of office attbe 
close of each year, all re-elections should be held at the annual meettngi 
preceding the expiration of their respective temis. 

Officers of county medical societies are particularly requested to exaini» 
this classification, in order to ascertain when the election of delegates I? 
their respective societies is required. They are also invited to consult the 
list of permanent members on page 414 in order to exclude the names of 
any who may previously have been elected permanent members of the 
State society. Whenever delegates are elected permanent members, otbers 
should be chosen in their places. 

Term of Office Expires December 81, 1865. 
Essex, Niagara, Otsego, Schoharie, 

Greene, Oneida, Putnam, Schuyler, 

Jefferson, Onondaga, Rensselaer, Warren. ' 

Lewis, Ontario, Saratoga, 
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Teric of Office Expires December 31, 1866. 
Albany, Chautauqua, Rockland, Tioga, 

Broome, Columbia, Schenectady, Tompkins, 

Cayuga, Erie, Steuben, Wyoming, 

Cattaraugus, Richmond, Sullivan, 

• Hahnemanft Academy of Modicine. 

Tmc OF OmoB S^firks Dscbiibsr 31, 1867. 
Chenango, Hamilton, . Queens, Washington, . 

Clinton, Herkimer, St. Lawrence, Wayne, 

Cortland, Madison, Suffolk, Westchester. 

Pulton, New York, ' Ulster, 

Term of Office Expires Djccsmbkb 31, 1868. 
Allegany, . Franklin, ; . Monroe, Oswego, 

Chemung, Genesee, . Montgomery, Senepa, 

Delaware, Kings, Orange, Yates, 

Dutchess, Livingston, Orleans, 

Homoeopathic MedicJal College of the city of New York. 

The election of delegates during the year 1866 is, therefore, required in 
the following, counties : Oneida, Onondvga, Ontario, Otsego, Rensselaer, 
and Saratoga. 

In 1866, Albany, Broome, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Columbia, Erie, Steuben, 
Chemung, and Hahnemann Academy of Medicine. 

In 1861, Madison, New York, Ulster, Washington, Wayne, and West- 
chester. 

In 1868, Dutchess, Kings, Livingston, Oswego, and Homoeopathic Medi- 
cal College pf the city of New York. 



ARTICLE ex. 

List of HoxolaABT MicKBSBS. 

"The Society may elect honorary members, non-residents of this State, 
not to exceed six in number in any one year, the names of such persons 
having been presented at 'least one year previoas to their election. Honor- 
ary members shall not be entitled to vote at- the meetings of the Society, 
or be subject to taxation." — Extract from the Bi^Laws, 

' Nsmes. -^ ResideiMe. TMr. 

Dr. George- D. FeelJe.-.- .......... Ohfeago,' IlUnow i 1866. 

Edwin M. Haie . .••••.•...'. . • Chicago, liUnois 1865. 

WilltamTod Helmuth*. •'••.. St. Loui», Missouri 1865. 

Conntantine Hering •* •• Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1864. 

A. Howard Okie . . . . .^ . • • . Providence, Rhode Inland 1866. 

John C. Sanders • • ••• . ...... Cleveland,- Ohio. 1865. 

t. T. Talbot •-.-. ..... Boston,«MaRsaGhnsett8. . ; 1864. 

bavid Wflson ... ...••ir .-..>. . London, England ' 1865. 

k C. Witherill .• Cincinnati, Ohio 1864. 

Nominated for Honorary H^ehbcrship. 

Dr. Elial T. Foote ..«« ^ ....... • New Haven, CoiH^ectiout .1 1866. 

Samuel Gregg ..s.«.«i.«.... Boston, Massachusetts 1 866. 

Charles D. Harris ^ , • « « • w . Madison, Wisconsin/. 1865. 

William EvFayne^^^ «««.••• Bath, Maine .186i5. 

Francis Sim$. .; « «, ^ • • , • Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 1865. 

David S. Smith Chicago, Illinois. ••••.. 1865. 
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ARTICLE CXI. 

SlKAf OilAL DltffEIOV LiSV OF PcSHAKSirY IIBBBRS. 

The State Medical Society is designed to be essentially a representati^ 
body, composed primarily of delegates from the several county medial 
societies. County medical societies are required by statute to elect, eve; 
four years, as many delegates to the State Society as there are merabes 
of Assembly from their respective counttes. Tile Slate Society is ak 
legally authoris^ed to elect annually sixty-faur pcrfmanent members. Tk 
Society, however, has not thus f^r deemed it important to elect more thu 
sixteen annually. See list of delegates, page 417^ honorary member^ 
page 413, and classification of counties, page .413. 

The following extract from the Revised Statutes provides for the dec- 
tion of permanent members : 

" It shall and may be lawful for the medical society to elect annoan/ 
such a number of permanent members as they may frx)m time to time de- 
termine by their by- laws, not to exceed two annually from any one senato- 
rial district." 

The following extract from the by-laws of the Society authorizes fl» 
annual election of sixteen permanent members, and confers upon them equal 
privileges with the delegates from the county societies : 

"The Society may annually elect sixteen permanent members, not to 
exceed two annually from any one senatorial district, previous nominatioi 
at an annual meeting being a t>rereqiriMteL Persons so elected shall be 
entitled to all the privileges of memberahip." 

By vote of the Society, at the annual meeting held May 12, 1863» il» 
provision of the by-laws requiring previous service as a delegate, was aft* 
Dnlled ; permanent members can now be selected frow among the profes* 
skm at large tbroiiglfaat the State. 

DuCriot. NamM. Resideno*. tfi^naij. Tmz. 

2-8.<.. Dr. G. H.. Billings ..... Brooklyn JSlii^s.i IM 

Samuel 3. Gay ..... da * . ... • ...... do 1865 

.Henry Minton. .«..*• do .....«»•• do *. 18M 

.B.C- Moffat do ,..\. ... do ' 186S 

Ed W.T.Richardson. do ...' do 1865 

P,J?. Wellp...4.... do *..•' do 1863 

William WrighUw. du do 1864 

4-1.4., . Alonzo 5. Ball . . . i • Now York .......... iJaw York. ., IS63 

SapiMQlB. Barlow ..« do ............ do ... 1864 

Jacob Beakley . , . . . do ........ do ... 1863 

Egbert Guernsey. . . dd do ... 1866 

Henry D. Paine do .:..«.«.^- do ..! ISti 

Daniet D. Smith..;. do .^#^.-.*r; do ... 1864 

• Henry M. Smith ... . do * 44 4^44, do' ... 1865 

8.... OarroH Dunham ' . . • Irvington «« «#^^#. Weistchesier. 1865 

11.... AMjah P. Cook .... Hudson . /«^/#w. ^< Gotumbia... 1863 



^ 



n. 



piEu^RiNT vtm^am. 
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Di*Met. 


K4mM. 


12;.... 


Dr; Riohard D. Blow . . . 




Charlea M. Mosher. . 




William S. Searle . . 


18 


p. Darwin Jones . . . 




Horace M. Paine.... 




Lester M. Pratt 


a 16.... 


Benjamin P. Cornell . 


}i^ 16. ... 


David H. Bnllard... 




H. A. Houghton.... 


^- 19 


ErastuB A. Munger . 




Laciari B. Wells. . . . 


?i* 20 


T. S. Blodg^tt 


'<■ 


Solomon C. Warren . 


e- 


J. Ralsey White. . • « 


. 22.... 


J. G. Bigclow 

Lyman Clary 

William A. Hawley.. 


24. . . . 


Titus L. Brown 


; ss. . . . 


C. William Boyce .. 




H.Barton Fellows.. 


26. ... 


G.Z, Noble^. 


27.... 


H. S. Benedict 




P. W. Gray 




William Gulic 


29.... 


D. F. Bishop 


81.... 


A. H. Beers 


V 


R.R. Gregg 




A. R. Wright ...... 


82.... 


AsaS. Couch 


' 


Cornelius Ormes. ... 



Titoy ... 

Easton 

Troy 

Albany 

do 

do 

MoretfU Siatioil 
Glens Falla. . . . 

Kpeseville 

Waterville 

Utlca 

0oo]^>et8tb'wn .. 

Otego 

Botternuts . . . . 
Syracuse 

do 

do 

Binghamton . . . 

Aulrarn 

Sennett 

Dundee ....... 

Corning . . . . 

Elmira 

Weston , , 

Lockport . • • • • • 

Buffalo 

do 

do 

Fredonia 

Jamestown . . . • 



Rensselaer .. 1966 
Washington . 1863 
Rensselaer . . 1865 

Albany 1864 

do 1864 

do ..... 1864 
Saratoga.... 1863 

Warren 1864 

Essex 1865 

Oneida 1863 

do 1864 

Otsego 1864 

do 1865 

do 1863 

Onondaga... 1865 
do ... 1863 
do ... 1865 

Broome 1863 

Cayuga 1863 

do 1865 

Yates 1864 

Steuben 1863 

Chemung. • • • 1865 

Schuyler 1865 

Niagara 1864 

Erie 1865 

do .... 1866 

. do 1868 

Chautauqua . 1864 
do . 1863 



Whole number of permanent members, 46. 



Dlitriot. 


N.mu. 


2-8.... 


Dr. Albert Wright 

Bernard Fincke .... 


4-7.... 


John F. Gray 




Edwin M. Kellogg. . 




Benjamin F. Bowers. 


12.... 


John Sarle 




W. G. Woicott 


15.... 


Samuel J. Pearsall . . 


19.... 


Jonas C. Raymond.. 
William H.Watson. 






M. M. Gardner 


21.... 


T. Dwight Stow 




Ethan A. Potter 


22.... 


A. R. Morgan 


23.... 


G. B. Palmer 


25.... 


Horatio Robinson, Sr. 




Edwin R. Heath. . . . 


80.... 


0. D. Hamilton 




1. J. Heacham 


81.... 


L. M. Kenyon 


32.... 


George A. Hall .... 



Nominated for Permanent Membership. 

Brooklyn ....... 

do 

New York 

do 

do 

North Granville. 

Whitehall 

Saratoga 

Utica 

do 

Holland Patent. . 

Pulton 

Oswego 

Syracuse 

East Hamilton • . 

Auburn 

Palmyra 

York ^ . . . . 

Nunda 

Buffalo 

Westfield 



Oovnty. 


T.W. 


Kings 


1865 


do 


1865 


New York... 


1865 


do 


186S 


do 


1865 


Washington . 


1865 


do 


1865 


Saratoga. . . . 


1865 


Oneida 


1865 


do 


1865 


do 


1865 


Oswego 


1865 


do 


1865 


Onondaga. . . 


1865 


Madison 


1865 


Cayoga 


1865 


Wayne 


1865 


Livingston . . 


1865 


do 


1865 


Erie 


1865 


Cbaatauqua . 


1865 
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The following list of senatorial districts is appended for the paipoRi 
faGiIitating the correct nomination and election of permanent^ memben 
1. Consists of the counties of Queens, Richmond and Suffolk* 



2. 


do 


wards 1- 


-6, 


1, 11, 13 and 19, in the city of Brooklyn. 


8. 


do 


do 6, 


8—10, 12, U— 18, do do 


4. 


do 


do 1- 


-8, 


and 14, in the city of New York. 


6. 


do 


do 10—12 and 17, do do 


6. 


do 


do 9, 


15, 


16 and 18, do do 


7. 


do 


do 12 


, IS 


>— 22, do do 


8. 


db 


of the counties of Putnam, Rockland and Westchester. 


9. 


do 


do 




Orange and Sullivan. 


10. 


do 


do 




Greene and Ulster. 


11. 


do 


do 




Columbia and Dutchess. 


12. 


do 


do 




Rensselaer and Washington. 


13. 


do 


do 




Albany. 


U. 


do 


do 




Delaware, Schenectady and Schoharie. 


15. 


do 


do 




Fulton, Hamilton, Montgomery and Sarattfi 


16. 


do 


do 




Clinton, Essex and Warren. 


n. 


do 


do 




Franklin and St. Lawrence. 


18. 


do 


do 




Jefferson and Lewis. 


19. 


do 


do 




Oneida. 


20. 


do 


do 




Herkimer and Otsego. 


21. 


do 


do 




Oswego. 


23. 


do 


do 




Onondaga. 


28. 


do 


do 




Chenango, Cortland and Madison. 


24. 


do 


do 




Broome, Tisga and Tompkins. 


25. 


do 


do 




Cayuga and Wayne. 


26. 


do 


do 




OnUrio, Seneca and Tates. 


2T. 


do 


do 




Chemung, Schuyler and Steuben. 


28. 


do 


do 




Monroe. 


29. 


do 


do 




Genesee, Niagara and Orleans. 


80. 


do 


do 




Allegany, Livingston and Wyoming. 


81. 


do 


do 




Erie. 


82. 


do 


do 




Cattaraugus and Chautauqua, 



vaxmxBB. 
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ARTICLE CXn. 

JuDioiAL DisraiGV List op Dbleoatbs. 
The State Medical Society is designed to be essentially a repre9enUUiv6 
body, composed primarily of delegates from the several county medical 
societies. County medical societies are required by statute to elect, every 
fo«r years, as many delegates to the State Society as there are members 
of Assembly from their respective counties. The State Society is also 
legally authorized to elect permanent and honorary members. See list of 
permanent members, page 414; list of honorary members page 413 ; also 
classification of counties, page 412. 

The names of delegates representing county societies at the present time 
are printed in capitals ; those whose term of office has expired, in Roman 
letters. 

First District. 
Comprising the Oily and County of New York. 
New York County Ilomo&opathic Medical Society — 17 Delegates. 

Namei. ReiideiMe. Eleetod. Term exp. 

l>r. M. Freleigh New York 



A. Houghton , 

E. Lovejoy 

Thomas F.Smith 

L. de V. Wilder 

*A. D. Wilson 

Clark Wright 

ALONZO S. BALL 

SAMUEL B. BARLOW.. 
EDWARD BAYARD . . . . 

JACOB BEAKLEY 

GEORGE E. BELCHER.. 

BENJ. F. BOWERS 

BEN J. P. JOSLIN 

EGBERT GUERNSEY... 
LEWIS HALLOCK 

F. W.HUNT 

EDWIN M. KELLOGG. . 
ROBERT McMURRAY.. 
JOHN McE. WETMORE. 
ERASTUS E. MARCY . . . 

DANIEL D. SMITH 

HENRY M.SMITH 

JOHN A. WARD 



do 




.1861... 


a .... 


Ao 




.1860... 
.1861... 




do 




. . . . • 


do 




.1862... 
.1861... 
.1861... 
.1863... 




do 






do 






do 


.... 1861. 


. 1867 


do 


.... 1861,. 


.1863... 


. 186T 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863... 


. 186t 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863... 


. 186T 


do 




.1863... 
.1863... 


. 1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


. 1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863... 


. 1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863... 


. 1867 


do 




.1863... 
.1863... 
.1868... 


. 1867 


do 




1867 


do 


. .". • . . . . . 


, 1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863..., 


. 1867 


do 




.1863... 
.1863... 


1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863.... 


1867 


do 


.... 1861. 


.1863.... 


1867 


do 




.1863.... 


1867 



Second District. 

Comprising the CountieAs of Dutchess, Kings, Orange, Putnam, Queens, Bich' 
mond, Rockland, Suffolk and Westchester. 

Dntchess County Homeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. Ernst F. Hofmann Poughkeepsie . 1861 

JOHN HORNBY do . 1863. . 1864. . . . 1868 

FEDERAL VANDERBURGH Rhinebeck .... 1861 . . 1864. . . . 1868 



f Assem. No. 161.] 



* DeoeAMd. 
27 



)okIyn . 


«••• «...• 


.1863.... 


• .. 


do . 


... 1863. 


.1864.... 


ISt 


do 




.1 64.... 
.18ft4.... 


m 


do . 


.... 1863. 


\8I 


do 


.... 1863. 


.1864.... 


m 


do . 


.... 1863. 


.1864.... 


\% 


do 


.... 1863. 


.1864.... 


n 


do . 


.... 1863. 


.1864..,. 


u 



4l£ STATE HOM(EOPAraiC MBDICAL SOCIETT. 

Westchester Gounty Homodopathic Medical Society — 3 delegates. 

Name. Roaidenee. Eleeied. Temn^ 

Dr. HENRY BEAKLEY Peekskill 1865.... m 

W.B. ROPES Dobii's Ferry 1865.... M 

L. W. FLAGG Yonkefs 1865..., M 

Kings County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 7 delegates. 

Dr. G. Bloede .' Brooklyn 

J.P.DDPFIN 

BERNARD FINOKE 

SAiMUELS. GUY 

HENRY MINTON 

W. L. R. PEURINB «. 

EDW.^RD T. RICHARDSON 
WILLIAM WRIGHT 

Third District. 

Comprising the counties of Albany, Columbia^ Greene, Rensselaer, Schoha 

Sullivan and VUler, 

Albany County HomoBopathic Medical Society — 4 delegates. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine New York 1860 

.. E. DARWIN. JONES Albany 1860. .1863 1 

LESTER M. PRATT do 1860. .1863 1 

.. J. W. COX do 1860.. 1863 1 

.. WILLIAM H. RANDEL do 1863 1 

■ Colnmbia County Homodupathic Medical Society — 2 delegates. 

Dr. Abjjah P. Cook. Hudson 1861. ... , 

T.T. CALKINS Coxsackie 1861. .1863 i 

EDMUND HOLLEY Hudson 1863 ! 

Rensselaer County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 delegates. 

Dr. *Richard Bloss........ Troy., 1860 

Simeon A. Cook . . . , do 1860. . . . 

H. R. Fuller Lansingbjirgh 1860 

William S. Searle Troy 1863 

M. W, CAMPBELL..... • do 1863 

CHARLES C. CARPENTER, do 1863 

JOHN YOUNGLOVE... do 1865 

Ulster County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 delegates. 

Dr. G. D. CRISPELL Kingston 1865 

LEVI SHAFFER do ..1865 

THEORORE QUICK Miltou 1865 

Fourth District. 
Comprising the counties of Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Fulton, Hamilton, 
' gomerr/f Saratoga, Schenectady, St. Lawrence, Warren and Washingi 

Saratoga County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 delegates. 

Dr. Samuel J. Pearsall Saratoga Sp'gs 1861 ... . 

EDGAR B. COLE . .' Wateriord 1865. 

ZINA CLEMENTS do 1865 

* D«ceMed. 



Washington County HornoDopathic Medical Society — 2 delegates. 

Name. Residence. Eleoted. Term exp. 

Dr. CHARLES LOWREY Union Village 1865. ,. . 1861 

n. K.BENNETT Hartford 1865.... 1861 



Fifth BrsTRicT. 

Caniprising ^e counties of Herkimer, Jefferaon, Letms, Oneida, Onondaga 

and Ottioego, 

Oneida County HomoeopatTiic Medical Society — 4 delegates. 

Dr. Horace M. Paine Albany 1851 

Eraetus A. Mungt;r Waterville, ••• 1851.. 1861 

Liician B. Wells Utica 1851. .1861 

MARCUS M. GARDNER. Hollow Patent 1864 1865 

JONAS 0. RAYMOND Utica 1861. .1864.. . . 1865 

WILLIAM B.STEBBINS.... Utiky Falls 1864.... 1865 

WILLIAM H.WATSON.... Utica ...1851. 1861. .1864. . ^ 1865 

Onondaga County Homooopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Dr. Lyman Clary Syracuse 1862 i 

William A. Hawley g do .*. 1862 

J. G. Bigelow do* 1864 

A.R.MORGAN do 1865 1869 

W. HENRY HOYT do 1865.... 1869 

W.R. BROWN Honwr 1865... • 1866 

Oswego County Horaoeopatliic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Dr. Augustus PooK « .%...•».... Oswego ^ > . . . i. 1860. . . ; .... 

E. A. POCTER do I860.. 1864 1868 

T. DWIGHT STOW Fulton 1860. . 1864. . . . 1868 

WILLIAM L. WOOBURY . . do 1864.... 186^ 

SirrH District. 

... Comprising the Counties of Broome, Chemung^ Chenango^ Cortland, Ddor 
ware, Madison, Otsego, Tioga and Tompkins, 

Broome County Homoeopathic Medical Society — I Delegate. 
Dr. TITUS L. BROWN Binghamton. . . 1861.. 1863 1866 

' Madison County Homoeopathic Medical Society— 2 Delegates. 

). Dr. GEORGE B. PALMER East Hamilton, ; 1865. . . . 1&6^ 

IRA G. OWEN ....i Sherburne ...i 1865.... 1861 

^ Otsego County Homoejpathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

JJDr.T S. BLODGETT Cooperstown . . 1860. .1865. . .. 1869 

J. H. Foote Franklin 1860 ,, 

^' Solomon C, Warren Otego 1862 

,U KB. Warren Middlcfield 1862 

^.. KORMAN GETMAN Richfi'd Springs 1865.... 1869 

i3.. Merrit Matteson. Morris 1864 



866 
869 
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Sktsnth Distbict. 

Comprising the Counties of Cayuga, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Schttyier, 
Seneca, Steuben, Wayne and Yates. 

Cayuga County Homeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

NftSM. RmM^bm. Elaeied. ^ 

Dr. C. William Boyce Aaburn I860.... 

Amherst Childe Waterloo 1860 

H. Barton Fellows Sennett 1862. . . . 

A. J. Brewster Cato 1863.. • . 

H. Robinson, Sen Aaburn 1863. . • • 

C. E. SWIFT do 1865 

E.P.K. SMITH do 1865 

'^H. Robinson, Jr do 1864..«. 

Livingston County HomoDopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates. 

Dr. I. J. Meacham Nunda 1860. .1864 

JAMES A. WEST Oeneseo 1864.... 1868 

B. FHANK DAKE Mount Morris 1866 1868 

Ontario County Homceopathic Medical Society— 2 Delegates. 

Dr. H. F. Bennett Canandaigua 1861 

G. Z. Noble Dundee ...1861 

O.B.NOBLE PenHYan 1863.... 1865 

0. S. WOOD Canandaigua 1864.... 1865 

' Steuben (Chemung) County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 3 Delegates. 

Dr. H. S. Benedict Havana 1861 

N. R. Secley Corning ..... I . • • • 1861 

F.W.GRAY Elmira 1861.. 1863.... 1866 

EDWINW.LEWIS ^Watkins 1863.... 1866 

EMERSON W. ROGERS. . . . Altay 1863. . . . 1866- 

Wayne County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 2 Delegates 

DrTA. P. Throop Palmyra 1864 

A. G. AUSTIN Williamson 1864.... 1861 

M. F..SWEETING South Butler 1864. . . . 186T 

"^L. Goedecke Lyons 1864 v 

*E. R. Heath.. Palmyra 1864 

Eighth Dxstbict. 

Comprising the Counties of AUegany, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Erie, Oenr 
esee, Niagara, Orleans and Wyoming. 

Chautauqua County HomoBopathic Medical Society— 2 Delegatee. 

Dr. Asa S. Conch Fredonia 1860. . 1863 

Cornelius Ormes Jamestown ... I860.. 1863 f 

W.S.HEDGES do 1865.... 1866- 

GEORGE A.HALL Westfield 1865.... 1866 

Erie County Homoeopathic Medical Society — 4 Delegates. 

Dr. Lorenzo M. Kcnyon Buffalo 1862 

A. H. BEERS do 1863.... 1866 

A LONZO S.HINCKLEY.... do 1862.... 1866 

GEORGE W. LEWIS do 1862.... 1866 

A.R. WRIGHT do 1863.... 1866 

• AIUtbaUp. 



DBLSaATBB. 4^1 

The election of delegates daring the year 1865 is required in the follow- 
ing counties: 

Oneida, Onondaga, Ontano, 

Otsego, Rensselaer, Saratoga. 

The election of delegates during the year 1866 is required in the follow- 
In^ counties: ^ 
Albany, Broome, Cayuga, 
Chautauqua, Columbia, Erie, 
Steuben, Hahnemann Academy of Medicine. 

The election of delegates during the year 1867 is required in the follow-* 
ing counties: 

Madison, New York, Ulster, 

Washington, Wayne, Westchester. 

Officers of county medical societies are particularly requested to examine 
the classification of counties, on page 412, in order to ascertain when the 
election of delegates by their respective societies is required. They are 
also invited to consult the list of permanent members, on page 4H, in order 
to exclude the names of any who may previously have been elected perma* 
nent members of the Society. 

Number of county homoeopathic medical societies in this State ...... 28 

Total number of delegates. 116 

. The present membership of the Society comprises: 

Delegates holding office 77 

Permanent members 45 

Honorary members • . . . • 9 

Total number of members. • • • 181 

. This statemer.t shows that the delegated membership of the Homoeo- 
pathic State Medical Society is nearly equal to that of the Allopathic State 
Medical Society, and that the excess in the total membership consisfs 
chiefly in the large number of honorary and permanent meml)ers, to which 
annual additions have been made for many yearn past; yet, with this ad* 
vantage, the total membership of the former, indicating its relalive repre^ 
mniaitive ataiun, is about thirty-three per cent, that of the living members of 
the latter. This is truly an encouraging indication of the rapid growth of 
the homooopathic syi^tem, when we consider that scarcely thirty years have 
passed since the reliability and efficiency of this method of practice became 
generally known and appreciated. 
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ARTICLE CXIII, 

LIST OF OFFICERS OF THE STATE HOMCEGFATHIC MEDICAL 
SOCIETY FROM ITS ORGANIZATION IN 1850 TO 1865. 

UST OF PRESIDENTS. 

Itst. Ksme. Reiidenev. CoifBty. Tatf. 

1. Dr.Alonzo S. Ball.... New York New York 18S» 

1. Jacob Beakley do do 18^ 

3. R. S. Bryan Troy Rensselaer 185T 

*t, Amherst Chi Ids . . . Waterloo Sc»neca • . 1854 

6. Lyman Clary Syracuse Onundaga 1858 

8. Abijah P.Cook... Hudson Columbia 1865 

2. Samuel S. Guy. . . . Brooklyn Kings 1855 

%, M. M. Matthews . . . Rochester Monroe 1856 

5. Erastns A. Munger Watervilie Oneida 18$1 

1. Henry D. Paine. . . . New York New York 1863 

6. Ethan A.Potter... Oswego Oswego 1861 

8. Fedral Vanderburgh Rhinebcek Dutchess 1851 

I. Isaac M. Ward*. . . New York New York 1850 

LIST OF VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
Diai. Kama. ReBldanee. G<ninij. Ofiee. Taar. 

3. Dr. Henry Adams Cohoes Albany Ist V. P. 1854 

do do do 2d do 1856 

1. Alonzo S. BsiU New York. . . . New York. . 3d do 1850 

do do do .. Ist do 1852 

1. Benjamin F. Bowers do .... do .. 2d do 1865 
i. ** Josiah Bowers. ... do .... do . . 2d do 1854 

7. C. William Boyce. . Auburn Cayuga 2d do 1863 

8. R. S. Bryan Troy Rensselaer. . 2d do 1850 

do do do ..2d do 185d 

J. Durfce Chase Palmyra Wayne Ist do 1850 

do do do 3d do 185i 

6. Lyman Clary Syracuse Onondaga.. 1st do 1851 

B. T. H. Cobnrn Hudson Columbia... 2d do 1853 

'S. Abijah P. Cook.... do do ... 1st do 185T 

]^. Simeon A. Cook. . . Troy Rensselaer. . Ibt do 1861 

i. Benjamin F. Cornell Morcau Station SaratogiO .. • Ist do 1865 

8, Asa S. Couch Fredonia Chautauqua. 3d do 1863 

do do do Sd do 1864 

2. Samuels. Guy.... Brooklyn Kings 2d do 1853 

do do do Ist do 1864 

5» F.Humphreys Utica Oneida 2d do 1861 

8. Lorenzo M. Kenyon Buffalo Erie. ... 3d do 1865 

8. E.Lewis do do ....!.... 3d do 1851 

7. M. M. Matthews. . . Rochester Monroe.. . . • 1st do 1855 

£». A. R. Morgan Syracuse Onondaga . . 2d do 1864 

6. Erastus A. Munger Watervilie •.•• Oneida 2d do 

■ • • 

• Firat Praaidantof tha Soaiatj. 
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Di« 


It. l^ame. 


Residence. 


Count/. 


8. 


Cornelius Ormes.. * 


Jamestown. .. . 


Chautauqua. 


1. 


John C. Peters. . . . 


New York,,.* 


New York, 


1. 


J;M. Qiiinn 


clo . ,.,, 


do 


?. 


E. T. Richardcon.. 


Brooklyn. 


Kings .• • • • 


3. 


William S. Searle. . 


Troy . , 


Rensselaer. 


3. 


David Springsteed. 


Albany 


Albany ... 


8. 


N. H. Warner 


Buffalo 


Erie 


5. 


Lucien B. Wells 


Utica..,, 


Oneida . . • . . 




do 

' do 


do 


do ,.,. 




do 


do ,,.. 


8. 


A. R. Wright 


Buffalo 


Erie....,,. 




do 


do ..,,,•, 


do , 


2. 


William Wright... 


Brooklyn 


Kings... ... 



Lisrr OF Secretaries. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine. . . . New York New York county. 

Horace M. Paine . . Albany ......... Albany do 



Dr. Henry D. Paine. , 
James W. Cox.. . 
L^oien B. Wells , 



Dr. Alonzo S. Ball. . . . 

Henry Beakley . . . 

Jncob Beakley. . . . 

Alfred H.. Beers. . . 
• H. Bennett 

D. F. Bialiap 

Beiij. ¥. Bowers . . 
C. William Boyce . 

R. S. Bryan 

H. H. Outor 

Purfce* Chase 

Amherst Cliilds. .. 

Lyraau Clary 

Simeon A. Cook. . . 
James W. Cox. . . . 
Benj. F. Cornell... 

Asa S. Couch 

J. T. CurtiHS 

John S. Delevan . . 
Bernard Fincke. . . 
M. K. Gardner. . . . 

• Egbert Guernsey. . 
Samuel S. Guy . . . 
W. Henry Hoyt . . 
P. W. Hunt 

E. H.Hiird 

E. Darwin Jones. . 
Benj. F. Joslin.... 
Lorenzo M. Kenyou 
Stephen R. Kirby . 
Geo. W. Lewis. .. 



OflM. 


Tmt. 


3d 


V. P. 


1861 


Sd 


do 


1857 


let 


do 


1856 


3d 


do 


1864 


3d 


do 


1862 


3d 


do 


1855 


let 


do 


1858 


3d 


do 


1863 


3d 


do 


1856 


2d 


do 


1857 


2d 


do 


1861 


lat 


do 


1863 


l8t 


do 


1863 


ity. 


. 1860-61 


• 


. 1861-65 


ity. 


. 1850-5« 




. 1867-61 


, , 


, 1863-65 



List or Treasurers. 

New York New York county 

Albany Albany do 

Utica Oneida do 

List of Censors. 

New York 1862. 

Poekskill 1861, 1862. . 

New York 1853-55, 1863, 1865. 

Buffalo 1865. 

Rochester 1852-.'>7. 

Lockport 1862-64. 

New York 1863. 

Auburn... 1861-62. 

Troy 1862-57. 

Syracuse 1 854-5t. 

Palmyra 1854-57. 

Wateiloo 1852-53. 

Syracuse 1862-63, 1865. 

Troy 1852-57, 1862-63, 1865. 

Albany 1864. 

Moreau Station... 1861-62. 

Fredonia 1861-62. 

New York 1852. 

Albany 1863, 1866. 

Brooklyn 1864. 

Holland Patent .. 1864. 

New York 1865. 

Brooklyn 1853-55. 

Syracuse 1862, 1864. 

New York 1862. 

Rochester 1862. 

Albany 1852-57, 1862-63, 1866. 

New York 1856-57, 1864. 

Buffalo 1863. 

New York 1852-65. 

Buffalo 1862-63, 1865: 
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Dr. Cornelias OrmcB . . Jamestown 1863-65. 

8am1. J. Pearsall . . Saratoga 1864. 

Ethan A. Potter.. Oswego 1863-65. 

Jonas 0. Raymond Utica 1853-65, 1863-63, 1865. 

E. T. Richardson. . Brooklyn 1852-53. 185^1, 1862-1^3, 186» 

H. Robinson, Sen . Auburn 1852-57. 

H. Robinson, Jr . . do 1856-57. 

Williams. Searle. Troy 1851-62. 

David Springsteod Albany 1862. 

Thomas F. Smith. . New York 1861-62. 

Henry M. Smith. . . do .... 1864. 

8. W. Stewart Utica 1862. 

William H. Watson do 1861-63. 

Lucien B. Wells . . do 1852-57. 

P. P. Wells Brooklyn 1852. 

J. Ralsfiy White . . Butternnts 1861-62. 

A. R. Wright Buffalo 1864. 

Clark Wright Brooklyn 1866-67. 

Mbmbers or TBB EzBcuTivK OoMicrrrEE. 

Dr. E. A. Hunger, Lucien B. Wells and Horace M. Paine «..««•.•« 1861 

£. A. Munger, Lucien B. Wells and Horace M. Paine 186S 

Lester M. Pratt, £. Darwin Jones, R. C. Moffatt, Henry Minton ^ 

and Horace M. Paine ••••••• 18S3 

Lucien B. Wells, A. R. Morgan and Horace M. Paine. ...•....« 1864 
Horace M. Paine, Lester M. Pratt and James W. Cox 1865 

Mbmbers or the ComirrrEB on Publication. 

Dr. Henry D. Paine, William H. Watson and James W. Cox > , ]8«3 

Horace M. Paine, Henry D. Paine and E. Darwin Jones 1864 

Horace M. Paine, Henry D. Paine and £. Darwin Jones. «•«.... 1865 
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ARTICLE CXIV. 

Tabl« of A^ifVAL ASD Regular MEffrmoa op County HoifiXoPATHic Medical 

Societies. 

January — First Wednesday. Erie county, annual meeting. 
Hahnemaun Academy, monthly meeting. 
Rensselaer cotinty, annual meeting. Other meetings at the 
call of the president. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, annual meeting. 
Last Wednesday. Westchester county, annual meeting; semi« 
annual meeting at such time and place as may be determined 
upon at the annual meeting. 
Febrnary— -First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Homoeopathic Medical Society of the State 
of New York. 
March— First Wednesday. Erie county, uumtlAy meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Cayuga count}^ quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, quarterly meeting, 
April-^First Tuesday. Dutchess county, semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Brie county, quarterly meeting. 

Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 
May--'Firgt Tuesday. Onondaga county, annual meeting. 

First Wednesday. Hahnemann Acadcuhy, monthly meetingi 
Second Tuesday. Kings county, annual meeting. Adjonrned monthly 

meetings are held frequently. 
Time indefinite. Ulster county, annual meeting. 
June — First Tuesday. Wayne county, annual meeting. 

First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 

Ontario county, semi-annual meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Cayuga county, annual meeting. 
Livingston onnty, annual meeting. 
Oswego county, annual meeting, in the city of Oswego. 
Second Wednesday. New Ytjrk county, quarterly meeting. 
Otsego county, annual nieeting. 
Washington cunnty, annual meeting. 
Third Tuesday. Broome county, semi-annual meeting. 

Chautauqua county, annual meeting. Other meetings at the 

call of the president. 
Oneida county, semi-annual meeting. 
Fourth Tuesday. Madison county, annual meeting. 
Joly— First Wednesday. Erie county, quarteriy meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
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July — Second Tuesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 

Second Wednesday. HomodDpathic Medical Society of Northern 
New York, annual meeting at Saratoga Springs. 
Saratoga county, annual meeting. 
August— First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
September — First Wednesday. Hahnemann Academy, monthly meetbg. 
Second Tuesdaj'. Cayqga county, quarterly meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, quarterly meeting. 
October — First Tuesda}'. Columbia county, annual meeting. 
Dutchess county, annual meeting. 
Livingston county, semi-annual meeting. 
Oswego county, semi-annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Erie county, quarterly meefiug. 

Hahnemann Academy, montlily meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Albany county, quarterly meeting. 
Third Tuesday. Broome county, annual meeting, 

Oneida county, annual meeting, in the city of Utica. 
Onondaga county, semi-annual meeting. 
Third Wednesday. Ontario county, annual meeting. 
November — First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, monthly meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Kings county, semi-annual meeting. Ad- 
journed monthly meetings arc held frequently. 
December— First Tuesday. Wayne county, semi- annual meeting. 
First Wednesday. Erie county, monthly meeting. 
Hahnemann Academy, annual meeting. 
Second Tuesday. Cayuga county, quarterly meeting. 

Steuben county, annual meeting. 
Second Wednesday. New York county, annual meeting. 
Time indefinite. Otsego county, semi-annual meeting. 
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